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 July 14th, 2020 
 

Families and Friends of Cresset, 

In just over a month we will be returning to school.  As with any school year, August is an important 

month.  This one just has some distinctive features to consider.  I write because I wanted to share some 

details about what the Fall will hold for us while also seeking to offer some encouragement.  Ecclesiastes 

exhorts us to acknowledge that there is “nothing new under the sun,” and Romans 13 also encourages 

us to honor our authorities.  Going forward we will abide by wisdom offered by our Governor and the 

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS).  For now, this involves plans for 

the safe resumption of school on campus beginning August 19th, 2020.     

While I am optimistic, I do want to let you know that we hold things loosely.  My goal is to give you as 

much information as possible based on what is currently known, and by doing so, help you make 

decisions that will support your goals for the academic and spiritual formation of your children.   

I know this letter will be a tad long, but feel this information is relevant and important for your planning.  

Daily practices will include temperature checks for all students and adherence to effective hygiene 

strategies for handwashing and face coverings.  While we will stockpile some face coverings for use as 

needed, we highly encourage families to make their own face coverings or to order them through an 

appropriate vendor.  As you plan, I also want to share some key categories that are being processed 

moving forward.   

Important Dates 

“New to” Orientations - For those new to Cresset, new to Middle School or new to High School, we will 

conduct remote orientations on August 17th.  These orientations will be an opportunity to learn more 

about Cresset, get answers to logistical questions, and to give students and families a good first step.  

More details will be forthcoming as the day draws near.   The schedule will be as follows: 

1) General Information session at 5:30 

2) Break-out Sessions at 6:15 

a. LS Teachers by class 

b. MS Teachers by homeroom 

c. HS Teachers by homeroom 

 

First Day of School – We are fully anticipating the first day of school to be face-to-face and will maintain 

our start date of August 19th. While we are committed to the calendar start for the year, we are in the 
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process of evaluating strategies for the possibility of going remote during flu season.  We will keep you 

updated as information becomes available.   

Daily Logistics 

Throughout our face to face times, we will adhere to social distancing guidelines in our activities and 

spaces.  Whether going to lunch or to the bathroom or other activities during the school day, teachers 

will be monitoring students to ensure that they are using accepted practices for activity and interaction.  

While we are committed to our biblical foundations, we will not have large indoor gatherings typically 

associated with Chapel; we are also evaluating sporting events and will monitor ongoing trends and 

update these as needed.   

We will follow normal drop-off times in the mornings and are moving towards a universal dismissal time 

in the afternoons.  We will also have daily temperature checks and CoVID-19 specific questions to screen 

all students.  Students should expect to wear masks unless specific alternate guidelines are in place – 

these guidelines will be based on the NCDHHS guidelines and recommendations. 

Handwashing and cleaning 

We will establish expectations for handwashing and cleaning that follow acceptable guidelines.  We will 

have additional hand-washing stations at strategic points in all buildings along with appropriate signage. 

Schedule 

We currently anticipate a full-day schedule for all age groups.  Should the need arise, changes will be 

made.  We are evaluating how classes change and our Initial plans are to have students changing with 

adjustments to follow established protocols.   We will evaluate and consider a second option if deemed 

necessary.  Student bookbags and storage, student lunches, and activities that occur in other parts of 

the campus will utilize protocols for foot traffic, storage, and distancing.  

Lunch 

Lunch will follow the same pattern as last year regarding meals.   Students will be able to order via My 

Hot Lunchbox or pack a lunch from home.  Each class will have a designated area for lunch.   

1. Lower School students will eat in their classrooms or outdoor spaces (weather permitting) 

2. Middle School students will be placed by grade on a rotating schedule.  Three areas will be 

utilized 

a. Student Union 

b. Math classroom 

c. Science lab (next to student union) 

3. High school will utilize the following spaces (Freshman, Sophomores, and Juniors will rotate) 

a. Seniors – Fellowship area 

b. Juniors – Eagle Center 

c. Sophomores and Freshman – Gym    

4. All rotating schedules will change each week beginning on Monday – Partial weeks will not 

be counted as a full week for rotation purposes.   

 

 



 

3707 Garrett Rd  Durham, NC  27707  Ph: (919) 354-8000  Fax: (919) 354-8009  www.cressetchristian.org 
A Ministry of LifeSpring Church 

Drop-off 

Student drop-off times will be as normal with the following changes.   

1. Each family must answer CoVID-19 questions and each child must undergo a temperature 

check before drop-off.   

2. Parents will be asked to wait until the temperature check is completed 

3. Drop-off must happen curbside at the designated location.  Students will walk 

independently to their classrooms/homerooms.  Please begin to talk with your children 

about this.   

4. Families with multiple siblings will drop off at the middle school canopy because of its 

centrality to the rest of campus.   

STUDENTS WHO EXHIBIT A TEMPERATURE OF 100.4 OR HIGHER WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO 

ATTEND SCHOOL FOR THE DAY.   

High Temperatures: Students that record a temperature of 100.4 will be asked to get tested 

for CoVID-19.  Testing can be done via Walgreens, local hospitals, local doctor’s offices, or the 

Public Health Department.    

Fair Weather and Foul Weather   

We will have both a fair-weather and foul-weather drop-off policy.  During fair weather (no 

precipitation), each school will have a unique station for temperature checks and CoVID questions in the 

AM.  High school will be at the Eagle Center, MS will be at the central canopy, LS will be at the walkway, 

and Pre-K will be at the Riley Auditorium entrance.  In the case of foul-weather (precipitation), LS and 

MS will drop-off at the canopy.  HS will drop off as usual and Pre-K will shift to just inside the doorway 

next to the Riley Auditorium. Student drivers will be expected to adhere to temperature checks, social 

distancing and tardy policies when reporting to school.   

Pick-up 

Our goal is to have a synchronous pick-up time for all.  Students will remain in their last period 

classrooms.  High school non-drivers will go to the Worship center.  All families will be given a marker 

(Last name) for pickup.  Student drivers are free to go at the established release time but will need to 

follow established protocols for riders.  We will utilize a specific route for pick-up for all.   

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE FIRST FEW WEEKS OF SCHOOL WILL REQUIRE AN ADJUSTMENT TO ROUTINES.  

PLEASE PLAN ACCORDINGLY IN TERMS OF DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES. 

Athletics, Arts, and Enrichment Courses 

Normally scheduled daily practices (courses, PE, electives, etc.) will be conducted.  We will not have 

sports practices at this time.  Fall Sports will be updated as information arrives.   

Events and Community Activities 

Fine Arts events for the Fall are cancelled.  We will monitor and communicate a change in intentions 

going forward.  We are evaluating steps for the spring.  Athletics will depend on steps taken by the 

North Carolina Independent School Athletic Association (NCISAA).  They are cautiously optimistic for the 

Fall.  I have also asked Mr. Feaver to evaluate socially distanced sports such as golf, tennis, cross-
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country, track, and derivations of some sports that will limit contact.  He will have conversations with 

conference Athletic Directors and officials in the coming weeks.  We will keep you posted. 

After-care 

Pre-K will have aftercare until 4:30 PM.  Kids should be picked up by 4:30 PM.  

Aftercare for LS/MS students will be until 4:30 PM.  There will be a cost associated with it and students 

should be picked up by 4:30 PM. This will prevent us from mixing classes and provides time to properly 

clean the classrooms. 

Off-campus Students 

Students who are unable to come to campus due to health concerns will be able to continue learning 

and interacting with teachers.  We are working now on plans for recorded lessons and virtual meetings 

(simulcasts or asynchronous).  Parents that are considering a virtual approach for health reasons should  

contact the following staff: 1) Lower School – Mrs. Mary Beth Green (mgreen@cressetchristian.org); 2) 

Middle School -  Mrs. Maureen Martin (mmartin@cressetchristian.org); and 3) High School  - Mrs. 

Lauren Hoover (lhoover@cressetchristian.org) to communicate their intentions.  Our desire is to work 

with families to develop a reasonable plan and expectation.  Students that are remote are expected to 

follow a typical schedule for the day.   

Students with health issues will evaluate their attendance every two full weeks of school.  Intentions 

should then be communicated to the appropriate staff (see above).  For instance, school starts on 

Wednesday August 19th.  Students who choose remote instruction will be able to attend face-to-face on 

September 2nd.  The partial week is not counted.  Students will have access to class information and 

resources so that they will track with the class.    

Cleaning and Facilities 

We are planning to have the facility cleaned daily.  We are in the process of discussing expectations and 

protocols that ensure the safety and well-being of faculty, students, families, and friends of Cresset. We 

will have a bonded and insured company cleaning the facilities.   

Here is some basic information we want to share 

1. We will use 75% alcohol-based products to wipe down surfaces  

2. We will utilize two different bleach solutions for sanitizing and disinfecting.   

a. Disinfectant will be used at the end of the day to spray down classrooms and sanitizing 

solution will be used when class changes occur and as needed.   

b. We are following the following guidelines: 

i. Disinfectant = 1000 ppm 

ii. Sanitation solution = 200 ppm.   

c. Sanitation solutions can be sprayed when students are present, and disinfectants will 

only be used when students are not present and at the end of the day.   

3. NOTE: Just as a frame of reference swimming pulls use a ratio of 4-5 ppm to clean the water.  

Both solutions are approved by NC DHHS and have established protocols 
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Student illness  

In the event of student illness (regurgitation) we will use disinfectant to clean the area.  Students will 

report to an established station to await pick-up from a family member.  We recognize that non CoVID-

19-related illnesses will create some anxiety.  In the case of illness, we encourage testing out of an 

abundance of caution.  Students who test negative but have an illness will be expected to remain 

remote until asymptomatic.  Families will need to report test results to the school.  Results should be 

sent to Dr. Wall (swall@cressetchristian.org) and Mrs. Lauren Hoover (lhoover@cressetchristian.org) 

CoVID-19 Testing 

In the event that a student exhibits symptom associated with the virus, the school requires immediate 

testing.  The student will have to await results before next steps. 

1) If negative, the student is free to return once symptoms are no longer present 

2) If positive 

a. The student will be required to quarantine for 14 days.   

b. All families will be notified of a positive test  

c. The school will be closed for thorough cleaning.   

d. School will resume once the cleaning has occurred.   

 

Adjustments to Calendar 

We all recognize that there are unknown elements and implications with CoVID-19.  In planning, we are 

considering going remote after the Thanksgiving Break due to flu season and its impact.  If we do so, we 

will go on Thanksgiving break with the intention of staying remote until January.  We will honor the 

established calendar with the exception being remote versus face-to-face instruction. After Thanksgiving 

(before Christmas), we will still have class, followed by exams at the end of the second quarter (Q2).     

I am sure that there are questions looming.  Please feel free to reach out going forward.  I know this 

email has been slow coming – we wanted to think through policies and procedures to aid your decision-

making for the Fall.  We are still establishing necessary protocols and plans, so some answers are in the 

developmental stages.  Thank you for your support and for your patience.   

Respectfully, 

 

Dr. Wall 
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