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What We Know at This Point...

Parents, 

As you know we shared our Return to School plan last week.  This plan,  as well as all COVID Communication,  can be found on the 
Olympia webpage on the COVID Response page.  Please reference that page for ongoing updates and all information COVID 
related.  https://www.olympia.org/o/district/page/covid-response

While we are ecstatic about returning to in-person instruction, we are being cautiously optimistic about the challenges the year 
may hold.  Schools across the country and state have struggled over the past few years to secure substitute teachers and 
paraprofessionals.  If some of our staff are exposed (or infected) and have to be quarantined, we are concerned about being able 
to staff our buildings. If you know of anyone that may be interested in subbing, please have them contact Velma Runyard at the 
Unit Office.

Elementary principals and administrative assistants return to their buildings on August 2nd.  If you have building specific questions, 
please contact the building after August 3rd. 

Dr. Laura O’Donnell, Superintendent
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What If…
My child is attending school and due to exposure to a 
positive person, my child is quarantined at home for 
14 days?
For those students attending in -person instruction, their 
absence due to being quarantined OR being ill will be handled in the same way 
any absence due to illness is typically handled.  Teachers  will send home 
assignments and will work with the student to catch up/get work completed. 

My child will be  attending school but they have a medical condition that 
may make them more susceptible to contracting the virus?
If your child has a documented medical condition that may make them more 
susceptible to getting the virus, an individualized plan may be created that 
would include special provisions to minimize exposure to others.  
Accommodations may be made for  passing periods, lunch, etc.  Please have a 
conversation with your child’s building principal if you have questions about 
creating a personal plan.  

After School Care  - Y-Pals 
Details 

Y-Pals of McLean County will be 
providing after school care from 1:30 p.m. 
each day until 5:30 p.m.  The YMCA is still 
finalizing their cost structure but will allow 
parents to only pay for the days they are 
in need of after school care.  Parents 
have flexibility to customize the program 
for their schedule.  Parents will be able to 
sign up for after school care the week of 
July 27th.  Elementary Principals will be 
sending sign-up information to families in 
the next week.  



Online Learning - Additional Details 
Edmentum will do an online overview of their curriculum at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21st.   The link for the meeting is:  
https://edmentum.zoom.us/j/6562854972 .  The presentation will be recorded and linked to the COVID webpage afterwards. 

This online learning option (Edmentum) IS NOT the same type of remote learning that occurred in the Spring of 2020.  The 
online curriculum is a stand alone curriculum - it will NOT be created by the Olympia staff and sent to your child.  This is a 
separate portal - all learning needs will be met through the online portal, parental support and the virtual teacher. 

Edmentum requires  a Learning Guide (parent, guardian, nanny, etc.) to assist students with their daily work (essential for K-5 
students) .  There will be online instruction from a teacher for the Math and English Language Arts portion of their day. The 
online instructor will also have ‘office hours’ / times in which the students can access the teacher for additional support with 
lessons.  Families must  have reliable internet for this option to work for them. 

High school students will be able to select courses that align with their needs to ensure they are meeting state graduation 
requirements.  Each high school student will work directly with their guidance counselor to make course selections.  Course 
grades earned through Edmentum courses WILL be calculated / included in your child’s GPA.  *Students will be expected to 
be working on coursework each day during the scheduled hours for school.
If  your child receives special education services,  an IEP team meeting will be required to take place before the student is 
moved into virtual learning.  While there are accommodations that can be provided to students with disabilities, the IEP 
team should consider each child’s needs and determine (as a team) if virtual learning is the best option for each child. 
Click here to see the online learning FAQ.  

Daily Temperature & 
Symptom Checking

We have to be diligent about NOT 
sending students to school if they 
don’t feel well OR if they are exhibiting 
any COVID related symptoms.  The 
State Board of Education and IDPH 
are requiring that parents or school 
staff certify that each child is 
temperature free/symptom free each 
day.  92% of parents indicated on the 
parent survey they could do this each 
morning.  We are still determining the 
most efficient way to handle this 
requirement.  More details will be 
forthcoming regarding this 
requirement.  

Face Masks
Under what conditions will children or staff NOT be required to wear a mask at school? 

Masks are required for any person that is in a school building. If there is a 
documented medical condition that prohibits a student or staff member from 
wearing a mask, a doctor’s note with the diagnosis and reason for the 
exemption needs to be provided to the school nurse / health clerk before the 
first day of school.  

What types of face coverings will meet the requirement?
Face masks, neck gaiters, bandanas, face covering scarves and disposable 
masks  can all be used to meet the face covering requirement.  We will supply all 
students and staff with a Spartan facemask and will have disposable masks as 
back-ups in case a student forgets their mask.  We are asking parents of 
elementary students to strongly consider leaving a face mask at school and 
then have an additional one that goes back and forth from school to home.  
Students can wear their own or the one supplied by Olympia.

What will happen if my child cannot keep a mask on?
We will provide reminders, visual cues and continually model mask wearing for 
all our students.  Students that refuse to wear a mask will not be allowed to stay 
in the building. 

What about Open Houses?

Given the gathering restrictions we are still under, Open Houses will be structured differently this year.  We understand 
it is vitally important for Kindergartners, 6th graders and 9th graders to have a more traditional Open House.  Building 
principals will be sharing details about these events but they will be staggered with assigned times to ensure we keep 
numbers below the 50 person gathering limit.  For all other grade levels, teachers will be sharing information with 
families in a virtual open house format.  Kindergarten open house will be on August 17th - more details will be shared 
by principals.  Sixth and Ninth grade open houses will be August 18th - more details will be shared by principals. 


