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July 17, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Hathaway Families: 
 
  

It is with heartfelt words that I write this letter to inform you that June 30, 2020 was my last day as 
principal of Hathaway School and Mr. Valdez’ last day as assistant principal.  I am leaving the position of 
principal of Hathaway Elementary School and beginning in a new position as principal at Blackstock 
Junior High School and Mr. Valdez as an assistant principal. Although we will miss our work with our 
school family, we look forward to the challenges this new position has to offer. 

 It has been a pleasure to serve as the principal at this school since July 1, 2011. I hope you know how 
much I have enjoyed these last nine years. It has been my good fortune to experience a wonderful 
partnership with the students, staff and families in our community. I am very sad to say good-bye to the 
many people I have had the privilege of meeting and working with over the past nine years. For me, this 
school has been a vibrant, exciting place as we have implemented so many initiatives and prepared for the 
transition to Blackstock Junior High School. Together we emphasized the importance of sharing, 
supporting each other, looking for positive learning opportunities for everyone, and collaborating with the 
whole school community to embrace literacy, our STEAM focus and inquiry based learning. This is an 
exceptional Oxnard school that will continue to exemplify the very best in education. The staff members 
always put students first, the students are hard-working, capable learners, and the parents are supportive, 
friendly, and caring. I feel very fortunate to have been part of the Hathaway School community and I will 
always cherish the time spent at this school learning with all of you! Mr. Tom Beneke, currently the 
principal at Blackstock Junior High School, will become the principal at Hathaway Elementary School, 
effective July 1, 2020. He is looking forward to working with all of you and getting to know each of you. 

 We would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve you, your children and this outstanding school 
community and hope you know we are especially proud of our students. We will miss our little panthers, 
but look forward to hearing great things about their accomplishments as they continue their education at 
Hathaway School and beyond. We are also excited because we will see our little panthers at Blackstock 
when they join us as 6th graders. 

  

With Gratitude, 

  

Ms. Perez and Mr. Valdez 

Principal and Assistant Principal 
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