FACE COVERINGS
Mid-Del Students, Staff and Families,
There has been some confusion as to what a “face covering” would consist of and be allowed in Mid-Del as we all
prepare to head back to school. Our top priority is to maintain the health and safety of our students and staff, and
according to health officials, proper face coverings may help significantly reduce the transmission of COVID-19, even
when a person is not feeling ill. All students and staff will be provided a neck gaiter at the start of school.
Face coverings should be worn snugly over the mouth and nose to be able to catch respiratory droplets. They can be
made from a variety of fabrics and can be reusable or disposable. While the CDC recommends reserving medical grade
masks for healthcare workers, there are a number of non-medical grade and cloth alternatives that would be sufficient.
Face shields alone may not protect others from respiratory droplets due to the large openings on the sides and bottom of
the shield. They should not be used as a replacement for a face cover, rather in conjunction with a face covering if the
wearer chooses to utilize the face shield. Disposable face shields should only be worn once and discarded. Reusable face
shields should be disinfected after each use. Face shields may be allowable if a lesson or related service requires a
student to see the movement of the educator’s mouth. If the above cannot be achieved, a face shield alone would not be
considered sufficient and would not be allowed.
There may be times when wearing a face covering may be difficult or impossible for some. Please see CDC’s
recommendations on maintaining safety during these times at:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html.
We ask that you contact your healthcare provider for a note to present to your site should you or your student be unable
to wear a face covering.
If you have any questions regarding face coverings, please contact Erin Harry, District Health Coordinator, at
eharry@mid-del.net.

Examples of acceptable face coverings:

*Bandanas are not an acceptable face covering for Mid-Del Schools

All plans are subject to change based on the most current
COVID-19 related information.

