York Preparatory Academy
Return to School Guide
for Families & Staff

2020-21 School Year

Message from Mr. Brian Myrup
Dear York Prep Community,
The last few months have seen unprecedented times come to our nation, our state, and our school.
The end of the 2019-2020 school year brought worry and uncertainty that affected each of our lives
in many ways. As our school entered an unknown period of emergency e-learning, I was
encouraged by the undeterred efforts of our teachers and staff, impressed by the positive
partnerships of our parent community, and grateful for the good that came out of it. Culminating in
an emotional and unique graduation ceremony, the 19-20 school year reminded me many times that
it truly is great to be a Patriot.
With those experiences under our belt and in anticipation of continued uncertainty, our teachers,
staff, and administrators have been working hard this summer to improve the weaknesses and build
on the strengths of our emergency e-learning efforts to craft a plan that will help us accomplish our
goals of maximizing individual student growth while protecting the health and safety of our
students, staff, and families. Sufficient time has intentionally been taken to develop something that
is both comprehensive and adaptable to ever changing circumstances. Parents and staff have
given great feedback that has helped to polish the finer points of a plan that makes the most of
every opportunity that we have to ensure that each child has access to excellent instruction and
personal feedback from our great teachers regardless of the method of delivery.
In all circumstances we remain committed to ensuring that each student has the knowledge, skills,
character, and determination needed to excel in their chosen pursuits and in life. The details of our
plan to achieve that are on the following pages. Over the last month there have been many
recommendations, some in agreement with each other and some that seem to conflict. We are
confident in our state health and education leaders and our plan is fully adaptable to changing
conditions, guidance, or information from them. Again, maximizing individual student growth while
protecting the health and safety of our students, staff, and parents is our focus. We look forward to
welcoming students back onto campus as it is safe and appropriate to do so.
Brian Myrup
Managing Director

www.yorkprepsc.org
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Section I: Model
Students and families at York Prep have enjoyed the ability to receive targeted instruction that
maximizes individual student growth on a yearly basis. This includes frequent check-ins by
teachers and the modifying of lesson plans weekly to meet unique student needs. Our model has
been crafted this summer to set us up to continue to offer these essential pieces of the York Prep
experience while still protecting the safety of our students, staff, and families. We anticipate that
there may still be questions and adjustments over the course of the rest of our summer break. We
always say that one of the most important aspects of a child?s success in school is the partnership
between the school and home. We remain committed to this vital piece of our plan to help your
child succeed and look forward to working with you through anything that arises.
Because there will always be an inherent risk with attending school and some families are in a more
high risk situation, our plan includes the creation of our Patriot Virtual Academy option for all
families. This virtual option is open during all phases of our plan and will be based on the
cornerstones of great instruction, frequent check-ins, and individual growth as described below.
The experience of students returning to campus will include four phases: Red, Yellow, Green 1, and
Green 2. The assignment of which phase the school will be in as well as movement between
phases will be based on data, information, and communication from our state education and health
officials. This data will be monitored on weekly basis and parents will have a full week?s notice of
possible shifts between phases except in emergency situations.
Students with Special Needs:
In all phases, students with IEPs, 504 Plans, and English Learners will receive an instructional
delivery model, chosen by the parent, that includes appropriate services, related services, supports,
accommodations, and/ or modifications designed to provide meaningful educational benefit (FAPE)
in the least restrictive environment.

The school is planning for an opening in the Yellow Phase but will review the latest information
from state education and health officials during the first week of August to confirm that option.
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Section I: Model
Red Phase:
This is the most restrictive phase and will be employed when data and information from
health/ education officials indicates a severe risk of infection in our local area or when local
administrators become aware of potential risks on campus. It will be used in the following ways: 1)
Targeted Closure (a classroom or area must be closed temporarily to be disinfected), 2) Short-Term
Closure (an entire building must be closed for deep cleaning), 3) Extended Closure (the entire
campus closes for 10 school days or longer).
-Student Learning: During the Red Phase, all student learning and instruction for affected students
would take place through the Patriot Virtual Academy as described below.
-Extra-Curricular Activities: During a Red Phase event, extra-curricular activities for affected
students may be canceled. Athletics will be governed by the specific organizations that they are
members of.
-Patriots Promise: During a Red Phase event, all Patriot Promise activities for affected students
would be canceled. In any Short Term or Extended Closure of the elementary or middle school, all
Patriots Promise activities would be canceled.

Yellow Phase:
This is a modified school week for all on campus students and will be employed when data and
information from health/ education officials indicates a moderate risk of infection in our local area.
This is the phase that York Prep anticipates opening the 2020-2021 school year with.

-Student Learning: During the Yellow Phase, on campus learning will be accomplished using an A/ B
schedule to minimize the number of students on campus each day. Fridays each week would be
e-learning based with teachers individually working with students who need more help and
intervention. Teachers will be available to schedule individual or small group sessions during
specified times of the day. Students will be assigned to either an A or B day schedule that will most
benefit our ability to maximize individual students growth and will be available during the first week
or so of August. Siblings will be given preference to be assigned to the same schedule. The ability
to access web-based support programs used by the school will be necessary to be successful
during this phase.
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Section I: Model
Yellow Phase:
-Elementary School:
On the days that students are in the building, they will receive a well rounded education, including
from integrated related arts teachers who will visit their classroom. Students normally receiving GT
instruction will continue to do so. Teachers will be able to check in and provide small group
instruction. The focus of each grade level will continue to be to maximize student growth along the
school?s Grade Level Roadmaps. A mastery learning focus for students will take the place of
traditional grades. Specific health and safety protocols as described in that section will be utilized.
Some of these include the use of masks and/ or face shields for teachers and the use of masks by
students while in transition areas, common areas, and restrooms and when in groups. Elementary
age students are encouraged but not required to wear masks while sitting in their desks.
On days that students are not in the building, they will have access to web based support and
practice activities in ELA and Math that their teachers will check-in on and review as part of verifying
student progress. The use of these programs on those days will count as attendance in school.
Students and families will have access to live support from highly qualified York Prep teachers for
help on the days that they are not in the building. Zoom web meetings, Google chats, and telephone
conversations during specific times will be available to provide support and to answer questions.

-Middle School:
Middle School students will also be focusing on gaining mastery of learning targets identified in our
Grade Level Roadmaps. The use of Mastery Based Grading will replace traditional Letter Based
Grading schools in order to allow a more direct focus on the skills that students are developing.
Students in classes that count for High School credit will continue to receive a letter grade.
Students who are participating in GT or Honors classes will continue to be able to do so. In order to
make the most of their time both in-class and at-home, the middle school will be utilizing a modified
approach that works similarly to a ?flipped classroom?. During the days that the students are NOT in
the building, they will be watching pre-recorded lessons created by their teachers explaining and
demonstrating content. They will have access to live assistance during specified times for
clarification and general help. The access of these web-based activities will be used for attendance
on their days out of the building.
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Section I: Model
Yellow Phase:
-Middle School (continued):
On days that students ARE in the building they will be doing practice work and receiving help and
clarification from their teachers in order to make sure that they understand all the content from the
lessons that were explained on their off days. They will also participate daily in related arts classes.
Specific health and safety protocols as described in that section will be utilized. Some of these
included the use of masks and/ or face shields for teachers. Middle School students will be required
to wear masks at all times.

-High School:
High School students will attend the full schedule of their classes two days a week and will have
high quality instruction and activities to boost learning while they are on campus. This daily
schedule will be slightly shortened and end at 1:30 to allow time for teachers to serve virtual and
off-day students. They will also have web-based activities and assignments that will be accessed
and completed on the days that they are not in the building. Those activities will count as
attendance for those days. On the days that they are not in the building, they will have access to
support and help from their teachers during specified time blocks each day.
Specific health and safety protocols as described in that section will be utilized. Some of these
include the use of masks and/ or face shields for teachers. High School students will be required to
wear masks at all times.

-Extra-Curricular Activities:
Extra-Curricular Activities will take place during the Yellow Phase following health and safety
protocols recommended by state and local leaders. Athletics will be governed by the specific
organizations that they are members of.

-Patriots Promise:
Students will be able to participate in Patriot?s Promise activities, including before school care, on
the days that they are scheduled to be in the school.
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Section I: Model
Green Phase I:
This phase will serve as a bridge between Yellow Phase and full opening and when data,
information, or requirements from health/ education sources indicate that the phase should be used.
-Student Learning: Student Learning in Green Phase I will continue on the Yellow Phase A/ B plan
as a base. In addition to the A/ B schedule, parents who are comfortable doing so may opt to send
their students to school for on campus learning five days a week. Health and safety protocols for
Yellow Phase will still be followed during Green Phase I.
-Extra-Curricular Activities: Extra-Curricular Activities will take place during the Green Phase
following health and safety protocols recommended by state and local leaders. Athletics will be
governed by the specific organizations that they are members of.
-Patriots Promise: Students will be able to participate in Patriot?s Promise activities, including
before school care, on the days that they are scheduled to be in the school.

Green Phase II:
This is the least restrictive phase and will be employed when data and information from
health/ education sources indicate a minimal risk for infection in our local area.
-Student Learning: Green Phase II is a full-open traditional school day and schedule. Heightened
health and safety protocols will still be used as outlined in that section, with the exception of some
social distancing procedures due to the number of students who would be in the building. During
Green Phase II parents may still choose to keep their child in the Patriot Virtual Academy, however,
participants of the virtual academy may also choose to return their child to traditional on campus
learning.
-Extra-Curricular Activities: Extra-Curricular Activities will take place during the Green Phase
following health and safety protocols recommended by state and local leaders. Athletics will be
governed by the specific organizations that they are members of.
-Patriots Promise: Students will be able to fully participate in all regular Patriot?s Promise activities
during Green Phase II.
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Section I: Model
Patriot Virtual Academy:
The Patriot Virtual Academy is the all-virtual learning option available to families of our school.
Parents may sign their child up for the virtual academy anytime before August 7th, however, after
that date those students must remain in that option for the rest of this school year unless the
school moves into Green Phase II. REGISTRATION LINK
-Student Learning: Students will receive meaningful daily instruction by our highly qualified
teachers and will have daily access to individual help and support in order that they maximize their
individual growth this school year. The ability to access web-based materials and platforms is a
requirement for participation in this option. Families who do not have internet access or sufficient
technology can receive some support in order to participate in this option.
-Elementary School: There will be one teacher at each elementary grade level who will be focused
as the Virtual Academy teacher. They will organize daily live instruction as well as periodic small
group and individual targeted help as student needs are identified. Students will be required to
access these live periods of instruction for attendance purposes and will also be completing some
practice work and assessments on-line.
-Middle School: Students in the Middle School will have access to a weekly guide laying out the
weekly learning targets and activities on the weekend before each week begins. During the week
they will access the ?flipped classroom? model lessons as their on campus peers will be doing. In
addition, they will have daily live access to our highly qualified teachers during specific periods of
time for support and questions. Participation in those daily activities will be used for attendance
purposes.
-High School: Teachers and students will participate in live and interactive virtual classes including
time for feedback and additional support during specific blocks of time each day. There will be
attendance taken during the interactive and web-based sessions as a part of this program and
assignments will need to be completed successfully for credit.
-Extra-Curricular Activities: Students participating in the Patriot Virtual Academy will still be able to
participate in all extra-curricular activities as long as they meet regular attendance and grade
requirements to do so.
-Patriots Promise: Students participating in the Patriot Virtual Academy are NOT eligible to take
part in Patriot?s Promise activities.
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Section I: Model
School Calendar:
In an efforts to maintain some level of continuity, York Prep has decided to proceed with its
originally planned calendar with only minimal changes going into this school year. Those changes
are listed below.

-

State Required LEAP Days: Beginning on August 13th, the school will hold a ?soft-opening?
series of five days for orientation, preparation, and pre-assessment for all students. We will
schedule with you an opportunity to come and meet your teachers, get acquainted with
safety procedures and protocols, get in-person help with virtual platforms and programs that
will be used throughout the year, and to take some pre-assessments that will help us
understand where to begin our instruction. Specific health and safety protocols will be
required and observed during these days, including minimal people in the buildings and no
congregating. More details will be released the first part of August regarding these days.

-

First and Last Day of School: As a result of the required LEAP days, the official first day of
school will be Thursday, August 20th. Specific days that were also scheduled to be teacher
work days throughout the year (10/ 16, 2/ 12, 6/ 2, and 6/ 3) will be changed to regular school
days making Friday, June 4th the official last day of school.
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Section II: Health & Safety Procedures
York Preparatory Academy has gone to extraordinary lengths this summer to both completely
disinfect and deep clean all buildings as well as to use CDC and DHEC guidelines to create a strong
plan for the protection of students and staff while they are on campus this school year.

Social Distancing: All of our buildings are taking precautions to make sure that we can support
health and safety by maintaining recommended social distancing. These include signage and floor
markings to remind students and staff of social distancing practices, the modification of safety
drills to account for social distancing, and procedures for transition times to maintain safety.

Clean Hands: Our teachers will be encouraging and reminding students to wash their hands with
soap for the full 20 seconds during key times of the day and to build the habit for at home. In
addition, hand-sanitizer stations will be available throughout all buildings and classrooms for
student and staff use. If your child is allergic or has other reactions to hand sanitizer, please let your
child?s teacher know so that other accommodations can be made for them to wash their hands.

Personal Protective Equipment: Teachers and staff at York Prep will be required to wear and
provided with face shields and/ or face masks at all times. In addition, students in the elementary
school will be required to wear face coverings during pick-up and drop-off, while working in small
groups, and times when they are in the halls or restrooms. They are encouraged but not required to
wear them while sitting at their desks. Middle and High School students will be required to wear
face coverings at all times while on campus.

Visitors: In order to best maintain a safe environment for our teachers, students, and families, no
unnecessary outside guests will be allowed to visit the classrooms, including during lunch times.
We will make all efforts to keep necessary visits for meetings to a minimum. This might include the
use of virtual or phone meetings in place of in-person, when available and appropriate. Parents
meeting with staff or teachers at the school must follow social distancing and wear face masks
when appropriate and able.

Field Trips: At this time all field trips have been called off for this school year.
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Section II: Health & Safety Procedures
Cleaning of Buildings: The school has increased its cleaning staff, which has undergone special
training this summer to prepare for the upcoming school year. Routine cleaning and disinfecting
will occur during the school day of all classrooms, restrooms, and hallways. Disinfectant kits will be
made available in each classroom for immediate use by teachers and students on high use items
and surfaces in-between cleaning times. Each night custodial staff will use electrostatic misting
machines and disinfectant from the CDC approved list to completely spray down each classroom
and bathroom.

Student Nutrition: This year York Preparatory Academy will make the transition to begin preparing
food on-site for students. YPA nutrition employees will do that following very strict food safety and
sanitation procedures. Elementary students will be eating their food in the classroom this year to
minimize the amount of students in one place and to maintain social distancing. Middle and High
School students will have increased areas available to them to eat on campus to allow for social
distancing during lunch periods. At this time the school is also working on a plan to be able to
provide take home meals for students during A/ B days that would not be present to participate in
meals at the school. More details on that program will be released as it is developed.

Transportation: Our school operates limited bus routes in an effort to help families attend our
school who wouldn?t otherwise be able to. During this school year, buses will operate at 50%
capacity to allow for spacing. In addition, each bus will be disinfected with an electrostatic misting
machine and CDC approved disinfectant after both morning and afternoon routes are completed.
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Section II: Health & Safety Procedures
When dealing with infectious disease it is imperative that parents, students, and staff take
responsibility for staying home and making arrangements for their absence from school, even when
it is difficult to do so. School staff will make every attempt to watch out for and identify students
and staff who may be displaying symptoms but ultimately the responsibility rests with each person
to protect our school community by doing the right thing.

COVID-19 Response Policies
Policies developed based on information received from the CDC and SCDHEC and with the
cooperation of health officials.Reviewed and adopted 8-24-2020
-

Part A: Exclusion Policies
Part B: Exposure Policies
Part C: Communication & Closure Policies

Part A: Exclusion
Students and staff who exhibit any of the following symptoms decrease their ability to participate in
the learning process and also put others at risk for the spread of illness.As a result, they will need to
be excluded from in-person school and participate virtually as follows:
Symptom Group A ? Given the overlap of these symptoms with other more common illnesses
students with these symptoms may require different exclusion considerations
-

Temperature of 100 degrees or higher
Sore throat
Diarrhea, Vomiting, or Abdominal Pain
New onset of headache

Symptom Group B ? This is not a complete list of all symptoms of COVID-19, but only those that
should trigger an automatic exclusion and evaluation for the virus.
-

Shortness of breath of difficulty breathing. (Including a change from normal for those who
suffer from ongoing difficulty breathing such as asthma, etc.)
OR- Loss of taste of smell
OR- New or worsening cough (Including a change in the norm for those who suffer from
seasonal or persistent coughs)
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Section II: Health & Safety Procedures
COVID-19 Response Policies
Part A: Exclusion (continued)
Students who exhibit any of the symptoms in Group A will be excused from in-person attendance at
school for 3 calendar days AND symptom free for 24 hours (w/ o fever reducing medicine for
fevers).
Students who exhibit symptoms in Group A AND have had a close contact (been within 6 feet of a
person testing positive for COVID-19 for 15 minutes with or without a mask while that person was
contagious) OR any students who exhibit symptoms in Group B will be excused from school in
isolation for a minimum of 3 days and until:
-

They have tested negative for COVID-19
OR- A medical evaluation determines that their symptoms were due to another cause
OR- 10 days have passed since symptoms started
AND- 24 hours have passed since last fever without taking medicine to reduce it
AND- Overall improvement of all symptoms

-Handling Students or Staff With Symptoms: The identified staff member will be immediately be
sent home. Identified students will be brought to an isolated room in the building. Parents will be
contacted to make arrangements to pick up their child as soon as possible but no later than within
the hour. It is recommended for parents and required for staff to contact their healthcare provider
to see if testing is needed. Staff members are required and parents recommended to report any
resulting information, including test results to the school. The isolated room as well as any other
areas used by those individuals will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before further use.
Students who are isolated or excluded from school under the above guidelines may work with their
teachers to participate virtually as they are able.
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Section II: Health & Safety Procedures
COVID-19 Response Policies
Part B: Exposure
Students and staff are considered to have been exposed (close contact) to COVID-19 if they have
been within 6 feet of someone who has tested positive for the virus for 15 minutes while they are
contagious. An infected person can be contagious starting 48 hours before they had any symptoms
or tested positive for COVID-19. If a close contact to a positive case occurs, they will need to be
isolated from school as follows:
-

-

-

Isolate at home for 14 calendar days from the last close contact with the person testing
positive.
Testing is recommended for close contacts no sooner than 7 days after contact with the
person while they were contagious.
Screening for fever and symptoms should be done at home during the 14 days.
Should the close contact develop symptoms during the 14 day isolation they will be required
to isolate at home for 10 days since the onset of symptoms ? AND- 24 hours since last fever
without taking medicine to reduce it ? AND- Overall improvement of symptoms before
returning to school
If a student or staff member lives in the same household as someone in isolation, they will
not need to isolate themselves unless the household member is determined to beCOVID-19
positive or they develop symptoms themselves.
Should a case of COVID-19 be identified from amongst the staff or students at the school,
the school will notify those who are close contacts who will need to isolate at home.

Students who are isolated at home under the above guidelines may work with their teachers to
participate virtually as they are able.
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Section II: Health & Safety Procedures
COVID-19 Response Policies
Part C: Communication & Closure
Should a COVID-19 case be detected in the school setting, it may require changes in attendance for
individuals, classes, buildings, or the campus.The school commits to open communication to all
those affected so that we can continue to partner to both help students receive a great education
and to protect the safety of our school community.
It is not possible nor recommended by health officials or privacy laws to communicate every time a
student or staff member isn?t feeling well.The school will communicate, as appropriate, when
COVID-19 cases are identified as follows:
-

If a positive case of COVID-19 occurs in the school setting, the school will notify potential
close contacts of the person involved.
If a second case of COVID-19 occurs within the same classroom or student group during a
two-week period, the classroom or group may move to all virtual learning for 10 school days
If one of our buildings or the campus reaches positive cases numbering 10% of the total
population, the building or campus would move to Red Phase.

The above mentioned procedures are general guidelines.However, for any positive case, school
leadership will work with local health officials and members of SCDHEC in determining an
appropriate course of action on a case-by-case basis.
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Section II: Health & Safety Procedures
COVID-19 Response Policies
Person Displaying Symptoms

Person Has Group A Symptoms:

Per son Has Gr ou p B Sym pt om s:

Temp of 100 or higher
Sore Throat

Shortness of Breath/ Difficulty Breathing
(Change From Normal)

Diarrhea, Vomiting, Abdominal Pain

Loss of Taste or Smell

New Onset of Headache

New or Worsening Cough (Change From
Normal)

Excused from school for a
minimum of 3 days and until:

Has person been
in close contact *
with someone
testing positive
for COVID-19?

YES

They have tested negative for
COVID-19
-OR- A medical evaluation
determines a different cause
-OR- 10 days have passed since
symptoms
-AND- 24 hours have passed since
last fever without taking medicine to
reduce it

NO

Excused from school for 3
calendar days

-AND- Overall improvement of all
symptoms is shown

-AND- symptom free for 24 hours w/ o
medicine.

* Close Contact is defined as being within 6 feet of an infected person while they
are contagious for at least 15 minutes.A person can be contagious starting 48
hours before they have any symptoms or test positive for COVID-19.
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Section II: Health & Safety Procedures
COVID-19 Response Policies
Person Who Has Been Exposed* To The Virus
*Exposure or close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of an infected person while they are
contagious for at least 15 minutes.A person can be contagious starting 48 hours before they have
any symptoms or test positive for COVID-19.
Person Has Been Exposed
To The Virus*

Person must isolate for 14 calendar days
Testing is recommended after 7 days
Person should be checked for symptoms daily

Person may return to
school after the 14
day isolation.

Person must isolate at
home for 10 days since the
onset of symptoms
NO

Has person
developed
symptoms?

YES

-AND- 24 hours since last
fever without taking
medicine
-AND- Overall improvement
of all symptoms
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Section III: Communication & Support
During these times it is of the utmost importance for there to be open lines of communication
between home and school. The school commits to clear and timely communication as well as
providing specific and clear ways that parents and students can request help and support
throughout the school year.
-Official Ways of Communication: The Schoology platform has been employed by the school as its
official method of communication. This serves as the first stop for the school to disseminate
information, for teachers to provide access to content, and for parents to reach out for help. If you
have not been able to effectively use Schoology or are new to the school, please take a moment
during our ?soft-opening? orientation days to speak with a school representative about your access
to this platform. The school also sends emails, posts on social media platforms, and maintains
information on our website, www.yorkprepsc.org. In an emergency and other minimal uses, the
school also uses automatic dialing capabilities to notify parents by phone.
-Expectations for Communication: We appreciate the great level of partnership that we receive
from our parents in the education process. As a part of that partnership, we commit to return all
phone and email messages within 1 business day of receipt. In addition, we commit that all
teachers will be available during scheduled virtual periods of contact for you to reach out for help.
Outside of these commitments, we will do our best to provide top notch communication but will not
necessarily be available 100 percent of the time or after hours.
-How Can You Get Help?: If you have a question or are having troubles with any part of our plan
during the school year we encourage you to take a positive approach and speak directly with the
teacher or staff member most closely tied to the area you need help with. We believe that all
parents and staff members will be doing their absolute best, and we know that we will all still have
times that experiences fall short of expectations. With the knowledge that we are all committed to
the same success for our students, we can approach this in a more relaxed and positive manner. If,
for any reason, you are unable to get help from the involved teacher or staff member, please reach
out to your building principal. They are a great resource of information and good problem solvers.
If you have continued problems or they are unavailable, please feel free to reach out to Mr. Myrup in
the Student Union. Again, we are all here for your student?s success and all committed to making it
happen.
-Technology Help & Support: As the use of technology will be depended upon for the successful
implementation of this plan, York Prep will be able to help ensure that our students have access to
both the internet and a device in the home. If you are in a position that you may need help in this
area, please contact your building principal.
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