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Cayuga Heights Lighthouse Designation
Cayuga Heights Elementary School has been certified 
and named as a Leader in Me Lighthouse School by 
FranklinCovey Education. This recognition is evidence 
that the school has produced outstanding results in 
school and student outcomes, by implementing the 
Leader in Me process with fidelity and excellence. It 
is also because of the extraordinary impact the school 
is having on staff, students, parents, and the greater 
community.

“We are honored to have been certified and named a Leader 
in Me Lighthouse School. We have seen amazing results from 
implementing the Leader in Me process at our school, such as 
a decrease in excessive absences, an improvement in student behaviors, and an increase in 
student self-confidence and self-reflection. One example is a student who was on the shy 
and more timid side and now is involved in a leadership role and enjoys the opportunity 
to speak in public on the daily morning announcements. This process not only has had a 
significant impact on this student, but on all students. And we expect to see greater results 
over time,” Michelle Kudla, principal of Cayuga Heights Elementary School said.

The Lighthouse Certification is a highly regarded standard set by FranklinCovey Education 
that is attainable by every Leader in Me school. As it is a significant benchmark; applying 
for this certification typically occurs three to five years after a school begins the Leader in 
Me process.

Cayuga Heights Elementary School will maintain its Lighthouse Certification for the next 
two years and will continue to foster its growth and proficiency in exemplifying a leadership 
culture and principles. At the end of the two years, Cayuga Heights will be able to recertify 
its Lighthouse Certification through a virtual self-assessment, describing and celebrating its 
growth and accomplishments since its original Lighthouse designation.

Look Ahead
August

17 Physicals for Fall Sports, DMS 
Nurse’s Office, 8AM-12PM

18-19 DHS Freshmen Locker Days
24 Physicals for Fall Sports, DMS 

Nurse’s Office, 8AM-12PM
24 Fall Sports Begin
26 DMS Locker Move-in Day,  

8:30-11:30AM
27 Freshmen Connection Day, DHS 

Large Gym, 9AM-12:15PM

September

1-3 Superintendent’s Conference Days
2 Welcome to Kindergarten Hot

Dog Roast, 3-4:30PM
CHE Open House & Supply
Drop-off, Grades 1, 3, 5 4:45-
6:15PM, Grades 2 & 4 5:30-7PM

7 Labor Day - No School
8 Superintendent’s Conference Day
9 First Day of School
10 DMS Open House, 6-8PM
14 DHS Parent Information Meeting, 

DHS Aud, 6-8:30PM
16 DHS Open House, 6PM
22 AOF Kickoff Cookout, DHS 

Café, 5:30-7PM

Cayuga Heights Lighthouse Team, Ryan McAdams, Claire Kindron, Jameson McGloin, Shawna McCarthy, 
Bella Petrauskas and Kylie McCarthy.
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Superintendent
“The Chinese use two brush strokes to write the word ‘crisis.’ 
One brush stroke stands for danger, the other for opportunity. 
In a crisis, be aware of the danger-but recognize the 
opportunity.” - John F. Kennedy, April 1959
As I wrote this message, the then Senator John F. Kennedy’s 
quote from above, resonated with me as I reflected on the 
impact of the global COVID-19 pandemic on the Depew 
School-Community. 
I am confident that as you continue to read this message, you will also reflect upon 
these words from the past and see how they will resonate with you as you consider 
our response to the present state of affairs. 
In January, as New York State began implementing measures to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19, we were vigilant to the potential danger this virus could pose to 
our school-community and began to develop contingency plans. Advance just two 
short months and on March 16, Governor Cuomo issued an executive order closing 
all schools across the state, as the total number of COVID-19 cases rose. Included 
with the executive order, the Governor instructed school districts to develop a plan 
for continuity of instruction, along with a meal plan and childcare for the essential 
workforce.
In order to be able to serve the children and families within our community, Depew 
Schools engaged in emergency planning and deploying the necessary resources 
where they were needed. Since March 16, our responses have significantly evolved 
through the following activities:
• Our Food Service Department immediately began offering breakfasts and

lunches to district students and from March 17 to June 26, 94,240 meals were
served at our four meal locations;

• Being a one-to-one school district for almost five years now with every students
having an assigned device and our teachers being highly trained in a variety
of technology platforms, we were able to quickly pivot to remote learning and
continued to improve practices over time to better connect with students;

• The District collaborated with the YMCA of Lancaster and setup childcare for
the essential workforce within Cayuga Heights Elementary School, serving
approximately 15 to 20 children daily.

In addition to providing these three essential functions as a school district, the 
caring faculty and staff became very creative, in order to maintain and build remote 
connections with our students:
• We have honored the Class of 2020 with lawn signs delivered to seniors’ homes,

individual portrait signs set up in front of the high school, the sophomore class 
sent positive message postcards to our graduating seniors and teachers showed 
their support for the Class of 2020, holding signs and decorating their cars during 
the cap and gown pickup;

• With the assistance of the Village of Depew Police Department, our teachers held
an appreciation parade throughout the entire community;

• Our Art teachers collected, and virtually shared student artwork and the Music
department has shared videos from The Wizard of Oz musical and the Talentless
Talent Show as well as a “Quaran-Tunes” playlist and held “Zoom Karaoke”;

• The Athletic Department honored spring athletes with features on social media
and a virtual Athletic Awards ceremony;

New Administrators

Check out our Facebook page at 
www.Facebook.com/ 

DepewSchools.org and  
Twitter @DepewSchools  

for school news  
throughout the year!

Continued on page 5

Joseph D’Amato 
Director of Curriculum, 

Instruction and 
Personnel

James Lupini 
Middle/High School 
Executive Principal

Jill Snuszka 
Director of Special 

Education

Lynn Girdlestone 
Middle School House 

Principal

Natasha Fatta 
Middle/High School 
Assistant Principal

Rebecca Fatta 
Cayuga Heights 

Assistant Principal
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Assistant Superintendent
“How lucky I am to have something that makes saying 
goodbye so hard.” - Winnie the Pooh

In my mind, I have been telling myself this day would never 
come. That is because I absolutely LOVE what I do and the 
people I have had the privilege to work with. However, it is 
time to officially say goodbye, as I will be retiring, effective 
August 31, 2020. 

These past thirteen years have been an amazing journey, one that I wouldn’t trade 
for anything. Together, our entire staff and community have created a school district 
of excellence, which provides amazing opportunities for our students. Ultimately, 
change only becomes possible when a path forward is visible and understood. As a 
District, we knew where we wanted to go, and our work together has allowed us to 
reach many goals. Some of these successes include: 

• Securing the Carol White Federal Pep Grant for $1.2 million. Key benefits of this 
funding are a state-of-the-art fitness center in each school, along with a revamped 
health and physical education program that focuses on the whole child. 

• Our K-12 Leader in Me program with a robust focus on social-emotional 
learning for staff and students. In May 2020, a rigorous certification process 
was facilitated by Franklin Covey Co., with Cayuga Heights Elementary School 
being designated as a Leader in Me Lighthouse School. 

• Our teacher leader program and career ladder, which are the envy of school 
districts throughout our region and New York State. 

• Shared decision-making teams including Instructional Leadership Teams 
(ILT), Comprehensive District Education Planning (CDEP) teams, and 
TOSA leadership teams, all working toward continuous school and district 
improvement. 

• A robust one-to-one technology program with instructional integration to 
enhance student learning and engagement.

• Professional learning teams at all buildings, who discuss teaching and learning, 
with a focus on continuous improvement of curriculum. 

• Ongoing embedded professional learning for all staff, based on current needs and 
curricular changes. 

• A redesigned mentor program that provides ongoing support for new staff, along 
with a formal orientation program.

• A K-12 STEAM program that focuses on innovation and preparing students 
with 21st-century skills of communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical 
thinking. 

I think perhaps the greatest accomplishment of our work over the years has 
been the willingness to take calculated risks to achieve the greater good. Having 
courage and competence allowed us to welcome any uncertainty that came with 
the journey. We were never careless but intentionally stepped out of our comfort 
zones to make the unthinkable possible. Two key successes that come to mind 
are the Wildcat Prep program (with 100% graduation rate) and robust Teacher 
Leadership which utilizes internal expertise to enhance instructional capacity in 
all staff. We used grant funds for both of these activities to help meet the current 
and future needs of our students. 

School Administration 
Association of NYS 
Honors Susan Frey
Susan Frey, Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum, Instruction, and Personnel, 
was honored by the School Administration 
Association of NYS, receiving an award for 
Leadership and Support. This award was to be 
given in May 2020, however due to the closure it 
will be given in May 2021.

The recognition comes as Mrs. Frey retires 
on August 31. She has been a driving force 
in moving the district forward. She is a 
transformational leader and educational 
innovator. With her guidance, Depew has teacher 
leaders, who foster highly engaging instruction 
and innovation through the increased use of 
technology.

She has a clear vision of the characteristics 
of a successful school district. Her vision and 
planning ensure that high-quality learning 
opportunities are available for staff that 
ultimately benefit our students. 

Congratulations Mrs. Frey!

Continued on page 7

Depew Loves Our Teachers

We honored our wonderful teachers with special lawn 
signs to show our appreciation for their commitment to our 
students, flexibility and creativity this year! Special thank you 
goes to sponsors, DHS Student Senate and PTSO, DMS PTO 
and CHE PTO as well as Ms. Jeffords and Ms. Hatfield for 
organizing and designing the signs. 
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Congratulations to the Top 10% of the Senior Class of 2020
Using grade point averages from seven semesters, we are happy to announce the Top 10 percent of the Class of 2020. We wish all our 
graduates much success as they start their path of lifelong learning. Congratulations on your achievements during your time at Depew Schools.
Students were asked to reflect on a lesson they discovered while learning remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Mason N. Lis
Valedictorian
University of Buffalo

Honors College

UB Pride of NY 
Scholarship

Biomedical Engineering

“Get the most out of the time you have 
because you never know when you’re 
going to lose it.”

Adam J. Stuber
Salutatorian
University of Buffalo

Honors College

UB Pride of NY 
Scholarship

Nuclear Medicine Technology

“I realized how resilient people are. Even 
after schools shut down, we managed to 
continue our education from home, doing 
our part to flatten the curve while still 
preparing for our future.”

Sarah M. Rolling  
University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville

Honors Program

UT Volunteer Scholarship

Business/Environmental 
Science

“I gained a deeper appreciation and 
understanding of nature.”

Justin C. Cwiklinski
Cornell University

Government

“Appreciate the little 
things in life, as they can 
be taken away in the blink 
of an eye.”

Jack H. Lepczyk
University of Michigan

English

“I learned how to manage 
my time, in a more 
unstructured context.”

Antonio J. Cueva
University of Buffalo

Honors College

UB Presidential 
Scholarship

English

“Focus on yourself, pursue your 
passions and be there for others! The 
pandemic was a great test of friendships and 
a way to forge new paths with people whom 
I never expected to grow so close to, yet 
always wish I had.”

Riley E. Williams
GAP Year, then Alfred 
University 

Art - Ceramics

“Communicating with 
friends and family is 
important. Communication 

helps keep you calm and feel loved even if 
you’re unable to see them in person.”

Marcianna K. Cardona
Daemen College

Honors Program

Trustee Scholarship

Academic Achievement 
Scholarship

Admissions Leadership Grant

Childhood & Special Education

“Seize the day, especially because the future is 
uncertain. Spend time with loved ones, radiate 
positivity, laugh and smile and make memories, 
and you will have nothing to regret.”

Karl J. Zielezinski
Buffalo State College
Provost Scholarship

Media Production
“Be more appreciative of 
the people you surround 
yourself with. I am 

overwhelmingly grateful for the support of 
my friends; they have a unique ability to 
keep me happy and make me laugh.”

James A. Jerozal
University of Buffalo

Aerospace Engineering
“There will always be 
people that disagree with 
you no matter what it is.”

Brianna H. Marker
University of Buffalo
Biochemistry
“Connections and 
communication are most 
important. We need each 
other and need to spend 
quality time with one 

another, even if it’s just through a screen.”

Taylor C. Keith
Daemen College
Dean’s Scholarship

Unique Trustee Scholarship

Physical Therapy

“Cherish every day we have 
with our family and friends. Also, take time 
for yourself and discover joy in everything 
you do.”

Mitchell T. Vannelli
Daemen College
Honors Program

Nursing

“Staying organized helps me 
not only in school, but in life.”
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the High School Principal
I value this opportunity to say thank you to the Depew School 
Community as I retire after 39 years in education. The most rewarding 
of all, were the final 19 years as the principal of Depew High School. 
Over these years, I have been honored to have played a role in the 
on-going work towards the continual improvements to create the high-
quality educational program we presently provide for the students in 
this community. It is without hesitation that I can attribute the support 
of this community to many successes of the district’s goals, programs, 
and academic achievement. 

There have been so many initiatives over the years that we have worked together to 
overcome and achieve great success on challenges such as the controversial Common Core 
years, the NYS Assessments and revised teacher evaluation system, to transitioning to one 
to one devices for our students and the list goes on. Together as a district we have raised the 
graduation rate to an all-time high of 98% and have increased the number of programs to 
meet the needs of all students. We have put our collective efforts into focusing on student 
leadership which also ensures that every student feels that they are an important part of their 
school. We have also helped every student to discover their talents as we see demonstrated 
on the stage in the many musical productions. I will also leave with fond memories of the 
many spirit weeks and rivalry games, the pride in celebrating the multiple athletic successes, 
and the many treasured traditions of the Depew Schools. These are just some of the things 
that have left me with me a strong sense of pride and accomplishment. 

I will also be forever grateful to the many outstanding teachers. Staff and counselors that 
I have been blessed to work with over the years. They are the ones who are willing to do 
what it takes to help and support our students. These are the people who are on the front 
lines, who put their heart and soul into their work, and who truly make the difference. 
Again, I thank the entire school community for your support and contributions to helping to 
set Depew Schools above the rest.

Finally, I congratulate and wish the graduating Class of 2020 the best of luck and great 
success in their lives. I know that neither one of us wanted to leave in the middle of a 
pandemic, but I hope that you can take the many lessons learned with you and know that 
you are truly special because of it. Always remember, “Once a Wildcat, Always a Wildcat”!

Sincerely, 

Carol Townsend 
High School Principal

Class of 1975 Donates Banner for  
Class of 2020

We would like to thank the 
Depew High School Class of 
1975 and Mr. Jeff Schuler for 
organizing and donating a 
banner in honor of the Class of 
2020 that is on display in front 
of the high school. The Class of 
1975 is tight knit to this day and 
wanted to do something special 
for this year’s seniors. As the 
sign says, “ONCE A WILDCAT, 
ALWAYS A WILDCAT!”

Superintendent Message 
Continued from page 2

• We honored our eighth-grade students 
moving up to the high school with 
virtual ceremonies and announced 
Cayuga Heights’ designation as a 
Lighthouse School;

• And we were able to offer students a 
unique way to celebrate graduation 
together, but socially distant with a 
pre-recorded ceremony viewed at the 
Transit Drive-In. 

I think you would agree, yes as a school-
community, we have been faced with 
a global crisis; but yes, we have been 
continually pivoting, being creative and 
identifying every single opportunity 
that we can, in order to be able to stay 
connected and remotely engaged with 
our students and their families. 

I want to thank all of the Depew teachers, 
staff and administrators, as well as our 
students and families who have worked 
to make the most of the situation. Stay 
Focused and Stay Positive! 

Going forward we will continue to put 
the safety of our school-community first 
and take advantage of any opportunity to 
improve the learning experiences of our 
students. 

As the situation continues to evolve, I 
encourage you to continue to check our 
website, www.depewschools.com, for 
updates. You can also see positive school 
news on our Facebook and Twitter 
accounts. 

In addition, on behalf of the students, 
parents, teachers, administrators and Board 
of Education, we would like to thank the 
Depew School Community for supporting 
the 2020-2021 fiscal plan. Once again, 
your vote of confidence indicates to us 
that you are in support of our goals and the 
direction that we have set for the Depew 
Union Free School District.

Stay safe and #GoWildcats!

Sincerely,

Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Director of 
Special Education
Dear Depew Community,

There hasn’t been a day in my 17 years at Depew UFSD or total of 
41 years in education that I didn’t want to come to work. I loved my 
job as Director of Special Education. What a blessing to be able to say 
that! 

Although this is not how I imagined finishing my 41 years in education - empty halls, no 
lockers slamming and not hearing the chatter of students excited to get to their next class. 
The time has come to say goodbye. 

Depew has been my second family and you have supported me in my career and in my 
personal life.

I am going to miss the CPSE, CSE meetings, faculty meetings, staff development days and 
phone calls discussing plans for your children from 3 years old to graduation. 

 I started out in 2003 as a CPSE/CSE Chairperson, settling in at the Special Education 
Office on 591 Terrace Blvd. I had left 23 years teaching for Erie 1 BOCES. My career was 
challenging and rewarding for me then. Little did I know how much of a new journey was 
ahead of me and how many more families and children’s lives I would impact.

 Three years later, I took on the role of Director of Special Education. Moving over to 
Depew Middle School to the Special Education Suite made the job even more enjoyable, 
being right in the middle of all students being educated and enjoying learning. 

I look back with gratitude. I entered a profession dedicated to assisting young people 
achieve their potential, to revealing or finding their best selves. As I leave it, I am taking 
many of you with me. You will live on in my memories. I’ll always remember the things we 
achieved together. 

I look forward to having the time and the freedom to pursue my hobbies and interests 
including reading, travel, shopping and hanging out with family and friends.

I believe that this great school district will continue to grow and prosper and I trust that 
each one of you will be happy and fulfilled here. Keep up the good work; you’ve been a 
wonderful community to work with. Thank you for sharing this retirement with me and 
thank you for the support and friendship over 17 years. 

Thank you again, I will miss all of you

Janet Gajewski

Home of a 
Depew Senior 
Depew teachers and administrators honored 
the Class of 2020 by putting together and 
delivering “Home of a Depew Senior, Class 
of 2020” yard signs to the home of each 
graduating senior. Many of the seniors 
took their picture with the sign, including 
Mykensie Oleksy and her dog. 

Teacher Parade 
Over 80 cars and two buses departed 
from Depew High School and Cayuga 
Heights Elementary on May 20, taking 
teachers and administrators on two 
parade routes throughout the community. 

The teachers decorated their cars, honked 
and waved at students as they drove 
by. Teachers were accompanied by the 
Depew Police and Fire Departments, 
who added their lights and sirens to the 
fanfare. 

Teachers missed their students’ smiling 
faces and there was an overwhelming 
response to participate in the parade, 
necessitating two routes. 

The routes were planned in conjunction 
with the Depew Police department in 
order to reach as many neighborhoods 
as possible. Lancaster and Cheektowaga 
Police Departments assisted with backup 
during the parade. 

A special thank you to the teachers who 
organized the parade, Kelly Jeffords and 
Sara Hermann, as well as our School 
Resource Officer Scott Hossfeld, who 
was an integral liaison with the Depew 
Police Department. Lastly, thank you 
to the Depew School Community who 
came out to safely see their teachers. 

Teachers and staff prepare to depart for the teacher 
parade by decorated bus. 

Students made signs for the teacher parade.
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Message from Mr. Wimmer
“Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in  
your life.”
Dear Depew Family,
Wow! I cannot believe it is time for me to write a farewell! Time flew! 
As I reflect upon my teaching career, the one overarching word that 
comes to mind is “gratitude.” I am grateful that I got to do work that I 
truly loved. I am grateful that I got to work with children and colleagues who made coming 
to work fun. I am grateful that I got to work in a school district where administrators, Board 
of Education members, parents, teachers, and staff put students first - even when outside 
pressures made that challenging. I am grateful that I get to retire with the prospect of 
trying new things and embarking on new adventures. Most of all, I am grateful for all the 
memories that will live on in my mind and in my heart for the remainder of my life. It is an 
honor to be a Depew Teacher, and now it will be an honor to be a Retired Depew Teacher!
Recently, I have been hearing quite a bit from former students who are now working adults. 
They routinely credit Depew Schools for their successes. They tell me that we inspired 
them, encouraged them, and even pushed them to do more than they thought they ever 
could. One man, who is now a working professional actor recently wrote to me, “I’m 
sure you understand as an educator that every move you made influenced me. Thank you 
for introducing theatre to me, instilling a deep love for it, and giving me the confidence 
to pursue it.” This is the type of thing ALL teachers do every day in their respective 
classrooms. What a gift it was to receive this message at this time! 
Thank you for all the kind words and well-wishes. Before I ride off into the sunset, I want 
to give four special shout-outs: Thank you DTO for decades of work ensuring teacher 
well-being. Thank you, Music Department (both currently working and retired), for your 
friendship and unwavering commitment to excellence. Thank you, Cayuga Heights Family, 
for the endless joy and laughter that comes with working with little ones. Thank you, 
students, for being my “why.” You were “why” I loved my job.
Good luck everyone as you navigate the choppy waters that all schools will face in the 
coming year. As long as you keep putting students first, everything else will work out! 
Once A Wildcat, Always A Wildcat!
With gratitude,
Martin J. Wimmer, M.A.  
Music Teacher

DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Assistant Superintendent Message Continued from page 3 

My hope is that the programs mentioned are sustained over time. This is the legacy I wish 
to leave. The leadership team that has developed is built on trust and the belief that our 
work has a purpose. Our culture of innovation and growth is the culmination of action-
oriented leadership by many inside our organization. This has resulted in a set of shared 
attitudes, values, goals, and practices that define our Wildcat family. 
So, although I am officially “leaving” the District, please know you all will always be in 
my heart.
Thank you for allowing me to work in the best-kept secret of WNY: the Depew Union Free 
School District. 
My warmest regards,
Susan B. Frey 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction and Personnel

New Faculty

Aaron Ertel 
Third Grade Teacher

Laurie Niedermeier 
Kindergarten Teacher

Leslie Walter 
Special Education Teacher

Alison Pepero 
Special Education Teacher

Grace Doebler 
Elementary Music Teacher
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Lunch Hero Day   
For the past six years the Depew Union Free School District has celebrated its amazing 
food service workers with a day of appreciation called Lunch Hero Day. Although the 
circumstances of this year’s Lunch Hero Day on May 1 were a little different due to the 
COVID-19 closure of school, more than ever do these heroes deserve our appreciation. 

Since March 17, the food service workers along with teacher and staff helpers have 
dedicated themselves to making sure students are still receiving the nutrition they need 
to grow, be healthy and learn from home. An amazing 94,240 breakfasts and lunches 
were served to students from Cayuga Heights Elementary and four satellite bus locations 
throughout the community from March 17 to June 26. 

“Our food service professionals have gone far and above their normal hero status during this 
crisis,” Dr. Jeffrey Rabey, Superintendent of Schools, said. “Most of them have been here 
every day during the closure, preparing over 700 breakfasts and 700 lunches on a daily basis 
for our students. They have done this without thinking twice about their risk, purely focused 
on providing the essential support that our Depew families desperately need.”

In the past, Depew students have made cards and banners of appreciation as well as giving 
thoughtful gifts and preparing songs and dances. Even though there was not be a crowd of 
students’ smiling faces in the lunchrooms, their appreciation was still felt. 

This year, students created artwork and wrote notes from home to send on to the 18 staff 
members that have been preparing their favorite meals. And an appreciation video was 
made by students and shown on May 1.

“We miss our students and we have heard the same message from them. We started leaving 
positive notes and drawings for them on the food containers, so that when they get their 
meals, they are also getting a little ray of sunshine too,” Barbara Albi, Depew’s Food 
Service Director, said. “You would be hard pressed to find more dedicated staff. Their 
commitment to our school children has taken my breath away.”

The staff also decorated the buses that deliver meals for this special week and sent home 
coloring pages. 

“I think this all goes to show that a hero has no need for a cape when they have an apron,” 
Susan Arena, Business Administrator, added. 

This is the eighth year Lunch Hero Day have been celebrated nationally. Between preparing 
healthy meals for America’s students, adhering to strict nutrition standards, navigating 
student food allergies, and offering service with a smile, school nutrition professionals are 
true heroes.

Cindy Snider receives her gift from Superintendent Dr. Rabey.

T-shirt Fundraiser 
Helps Depew 
Families in Need
To spread hope 
throughout 
the Buffalo 
area, Julianna 
Owczarczak 
an education 
major at SUNY 
Fredonia and 
sister to DHS 
Counselor Katie 
Malczewski, 
took part in the 
716 Rainbow 
Hunt initiative. 
In order to help students and families 
adversely impacted by the COVID-19 
crisis, she created a stained glass 
“Buffalo Strong” t-shirt with proceeds 
going to local school districts. 

Over the course of a two weeks, Julianna 
sold 375 t-shirts and raised over $6,000. 
Tops Friendly Markets also contributed 
additional funds to help families in need. 
Julianna delivered $1,675 worth of Tops 
gift cards to the district to distribute to 
families.

We would like to thank 716 Rainbow 
Hunt, Julianna and Tops for their 
generous contribution. 

Mrs. Townsend’s 
Retirement Surprise

After 19 years as DHS Principal, Mrs. Townsend’s 
last day was June 30. She was surprised with video 
messages as well as a full parking lot of teachers, 
staff and retirees to cheer her into her next chapter. 

Dr. Rabey accepts the gift 
cards donated by Julianna 
Owczarczak and the 716 
Rainbow Hunt initiative.
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DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Signs Bring Seniors 
Back to School In 
Spirit
Even though the Class of 2020 couldn’t spend 
the end of the year in school, Depew High 
School made an effort to have them back at 
school in spirit. On May 19, teachers Kelly 
Jeffords, Jennifer Hatfield, Khrista Tabak, 
Eileen Cartonia and Traci Kanick installed 
signs with each student’s senior portrait in 
front of the high school along Transit Road. 
Passersby were able to pick out their loved ones in the Class of 2020.

The signs were designed by Ms. Hatfield and Ms. Tabak, created by Streamline Designs 
and generously donated by the Parent-Teacher-Student Organization and the 100th Rivalry 
Week Celebration Committee. Seniors were able to take the signs home.

Depew High School 
Academy of Finance 
Awards 
NAFTrack Certification:

Marcianna Cardona 
Justin Cwiklinski 
Juliana LaBruna 
Jack Lepczyk 
Sammy Ouattara 
Mitchell Vanelli 
Sarah Rolling 
Collin Zlotek

NAF Advisory Board Senior 
Scholarship:

Marcianna Cardona 
Sarah Rolling 
Justin Cwiklinski 
Collin Zlotek

Junior Achievement of WNY 
Scholarship:

Marcianna Cardona

Project Invest Scholarship:

Justin Cwiklinski 
Sarah Rolling

Niagara Frontier Industry Education 
Council Scholarship:

Trent Kubiak

Niagara Frontier Industry Education 
Council Certificate of Employability:

Marcianna Cardona 
Justin Cwiklinski 
Juliana LaBruna 
Jack Lepczyk 
Sammy Ouattara 
Mitchell Vanelli 
Sarah Rolling 
Elizabeth Souvongsa 
KJ Zielezinski

Microsoft Office Specialist Certification- 
Excel:

Marcianna Cardona 
KJ Zielezinski 
Jack Lepczyk

National Technical Honor Society 
Welcomes Depew Seniors 
This year’s cohort of WNY seniors inducted into Erie 1 BOCES’ chapter of the National 
Technical Honor Society includes six seniors from Depew High School. Those seniors 
include, Kurt Ciamaga, Culinary Arts; Ethan Deer, Culinary Arts; Andres Pyc, Dental 
Laboratory Technology; Justin Riederer, Collision Repair; Almonther Saleh, Dental 
Laboratory Technology; and Olivia Thornton, Aviation Technology.

In order to qualify for acceptance into NTHS, a student must be nominated by his or 
her teacher, have a 90 percent or higher average in their career and technical education 
course, and maintain an overall GPA of 85. Furthermore, students must demonstrate skill 
development and leadership and hone their responsibility and good character. NTHS takes a 
holistic approach to evaluating students’ success in the classroom.

DHS French Club News 
Although the DHS French Club was unable to hold some of its annual end of year events, 
we still had a good year together, through March, enjoying our regular meetings, field trips 
and French delicacies. The DHS French Club would like to announce next year’s officers:

• Lauren Arena and Mary Grace Bauer, Co-President

• Madeline Doctor and Jasmine Penders, Co-Vice President

• Melody Edwards, Secretary

• Miranda Arena, Treasurer

• Nolan Witt and Mila Belsky, Officers of Public Relations

We look forward to a great year of fun activities together! For all the DMS 8th graders 
studying French, we look forward to your membership in our club next year. To our 
graduating senior members, we wish you all the best. Felicitations!
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NJHS Uses Chalk Art to Spread Positivity 
For the last National Junior Honor Society 
Project of the 2019-2020 School Year, 
members of NJHS were encouraged to 
participate in the #DepewChalktheWalk 
Challenge that the National Honor Society 
at Depew High School sponsored to spread 
some positive inspirational chalk drawing 
and quotes on sidewalks and driveways in 
Depew. As the weather began to improve 
in WNY, NJHS students set out on their 
mission to create beautiful positive inspirational chalk drawings and quotes to make people 
smile. Eighth grader Julie Durham decorated the end of her driveway with some chalk art 
for front line workers. It is a quote from the musical “Hamilton,” followed by a statement 
thanking the workers. It says is “‘Legacy! What is a Legacy? It’s planting seeds in a garden 
you may never see.’ - Lin Manuel Miranda. Although you may not see the good you do, 
it truly makes a world of a difference. Thank you!” Mrs. Iwanicki and Mrs. Garver are 
looking forward to holding the New Member Induction when school resumes.

DMS Innovation Station
Depew Middle School’s Innovation 
Station engaged in a multitude 
of activities this year. Activities 
included group challenges such 
as paper chain challenge, solo cup 
building challenge, Pringle Ring 
challenge, and more. As well as, a 
“Book Tasting” and book studies 
about persistence and rotating roles 
in group discussion, coding with 
Scratch, including playing Scratch 
Bingo and using coding to program 
Makey Makey, a field trip to Escape 
Rooms for problem solving and 
collaboration and learning about 
the design process, collaboration 
and beta testing by making our own 
escape rooms and implementing them with other 8th graders. 

Other topics covered the qualities of a good employees, how to make better visual 
presentations, how to give better presentations in person, how to improve at public 
speaking, how to write a thank you note, how to be more successful, goal setting, time 
management, practicing restorative justice, and more. 

Students worked on the engineering design process in depth, preparing for our own 
individual capstone projects. Students practiced by going through a process to design a 
better backpack, explored our interests with heartbreak maps, learned to work with sharing 
technologies such as Padlet and researched what other young people are doing through their 
passion projects. 

Once in virtual learning, students completed a group capstone project, using the design 
process to identify challenges facing students in our own school and implementing a plan to 
help students with some of those challenges for the rest of the school year. 

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL

Students learn coding with Scratch.

Excel Award 
Recipient
For the 2019-
2020 school 
year, the Erie 1 
BOCES Board 
of Education has 
presented an Excel 
Award to Depew 
Middle School’s 
Gina Polichetti, 
a student in the 
Exceptional Education division. Gina is 
enrolled in the Erie 1 BOCES Learning 
Center’s MiddleTech program.

Erik Vohwinkel, principal, noted Gina is 
a remarkable individual who is a genuine 
pleasure to have in the classroom. 
Vohwinkel concluded by saying Gina 
regularly assists others by serving as a 
program ambassador and participates in 
restorative justice.

DMS Spelling Bee 
Winners

Pictured is this year’s DMS Spelling Bee champion, 
seventh grader Dylan Thomas and runner-up, sixth 
grader Bailey Adamczyk. The annual Spelling Bee 
was held on January 9. Thirty students from grades 
6-8 qualified for the event. This was Dylan’s second 
consecutive win.

Julie Durham
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Remote Reading 
with Mrs. Valint 
& Mrs. Argento

Mrs. Valint and Mrs. Argento wanted to visit their 
students, so they had to get creative and decided to 
shrink themselves! They traveled through the mail 
and ended up at each of their students’ homes. They 
have been on so many adventures and they hope to 
go on many more over the summer. 

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY

Special Guest on Zoom

Mrs. Ryan’s speech students, Ayden and Jake had a special guest appearance during one of their virtual classes.

Wildcats on the Move 
Participate in Virtual Kids 
Run 
This was certainly a unique season for the Cayuga Heights 
Wildcats on the Move Running Club. After a great start of 
indoor practices, the season was abruptly ended after just 
one month due to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, that 
didn’t ruin the spirit of the runners and the ultimate goal of 
participating in an end of the season race. 

Each school year, the running club team of over 75 members 
practice two times a week to train for a 1.8-mile kids fun run 
in June. Due to the current circumstances and restrictions, 
this race was unable to take place live this year. Sadness turned into excitement once we 
learned that Independent Health was rolling out the first ever Virtual Kids Run! Coach 
Oldin and Coach Fatta quickly took this opportunity to not only spread the word to the team 
members, but to every student at Cayuga Heights Elementary School. 

On June 5th, 6th and 7th, all Cayuga Heights families were encouraged to join the Wildcats 
on the Move team in a 1.8 walk/run right in their own neighborhood. This was the perfect 
way for our students to take part in the fun while still practicing safe social distancing. 
Families were able to register on the race website, receive a race bib, and report their final 
race time. Some students took it upon themselves to be creative and design their own 
race bibs. At the conclusion of each family’s walk/run, they were asked to send post-
race pictures/selfies. The coaches easily learned of the excellent participation level after 
receiving almost 100 pictures/videos! To demonstrate all the wonderful smiling faces and 
hard work running, a video containing the pictures was created for all of the families to see. 
This video can be viewed on the Cayuga Heights Elementary website.

Coach Oldin and Coach Fatta could not be more proud of all the students that participated 
in this year’s race virtually. It truly demonstrates how committed our District is to staying 
physically active, even in the toughest times. Go Wildcats on the Move and GO CAYUGA 
HEIGHTS!

Victor DeSimone finishes the 
Independent Health Virtual Kids 
Run.

Note to Radio 
It wasn’t a question of “Who’s on first?” 
but of “Why would you rob Lucas in the 
morning?” Cayuga Heights third grader 
Cheyenne Scanlon was mentioned on the 
popular Star 102.5 show Rob Lucas in 
the Morning on May 12 for her fun letter 
to the radio show host!
Her teachers, Mrs. Peszko and Mrs. 
George are so proud of Cheyenne for 
putting her thoughts on paper and 
sending them in. They always tell their 
students how powerful writing can be, 
and this is a great example of that.

Cheyenne Scanlon’s letter to Star 102.5.
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Sweet Success in 
Writing

As part of Mrs. Barsottelli’s 
Class’ writing workshop, 
students learned about opinion 
writing with valid reasons. Then 
they focused on writing reviews 
to convince others to believe the 
same thing. Fifth grade student 
Madyson wrote about her love 

for PJ Cools ice cream varieties, treats, their 
birthday space and staff. Madyson’s mother 
shared her assignment with the owners of PJ 
Cools, who rewarded her for her compliments 
with ice cream and PJ Cools t-shirt. 

“Madyson spent a lot of time to make sure her 
writing was powerful. She has been working 
so hard during the school closure. I am so 
incredibly proud of her and my other students in 
writing workshop,” Mrs. Barsottelli said. 

Other students wrote about video games, video 
game systems, trampoline parks and books.

Virtual Art Showcase
Throughout the COVID-19 school closure, students at every level continued  
to demonstrate their amazing artistic talent. Check out their work at  
www.depewschools.org/o/district/page/artwork.

Faith Dyet

Ava Chludzinski

 Greyson and Sophie Quirante


