
Rifle Team Shoots Their Way to Success!
Sage Vliet

The Coed Varsity Rifle team made school history this season! This year was the team?s first 
winning season in West Greene History with a record of 6-3.  Their record earned them the title of 
Section Champions which they had to split with McGuffey and Waynesburg.  This also qualified 
them for the WPIAL Team Championship on February 7th, which they have never attended before. 
 On February 9th, the top 5 shooters and an alternate attended the WPIAL Individual 
Championships, where the group made waves again.  The Thomas Twins, Haleigh and Makenzie, 
both tied for 50th place.  Zach Abbott placed 40th.  Freshman,Sheyann Watson,shocked everyone 
when she placed 25th.  To qualify for the State Championship, the WPIAL takes the top 15 shooters. 
 Senior and four year participant, Noah Lemley, placed 11th and went to States!  He is the third  
person in school history to make this achievement!  When you see him and any other member of 
the Rifle team, be sure to congratulate them!
 When asked what it was like to coach this group of kids, Coach Justin Ziefel said, ?It was an 
enjoyable experience interacting with each student and helping them achieve goals using the 
knowledge that has been passed on to them by the other coaches and I.? Justin Ziefel was one of 
the founding members of the Rifle team, and when asked what it was like to see the team make 
history, he said, ?It was a very gratifying feeling seeing the team go from an idea, through the grunt 
work and school approval, to a formal establishment and years of existence, to many team 
members all making their own contributions to team success.  (cont'd on next page)
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Rifle Teams Shoots Their Way to Success (Continued from page 1)

Every year we have made history with our accomplishments, and I hope we keep up 
the tradition.?  He also added, ? The biggest asset to the team are the members 
themselves, none of this would be possible without them.?   

When Noah Lemley was asked if he had any idea the team would do well this year, 
he replied, ?I had no reason to believe the team would do well this year.  We were lucky to 
recruit DJ Jones and Shey Watson, and to have eight shooters who could routinely shoot 
100?s.?  Since Noah competed in States, and is still awaiting his results, we asked if he was 
excited to have attended.  Noah said,  "I was excited for my final days of Rifle to have an 
extension, and I am honored to have represented my school, but I?m also nervous about 
how well I performed with the smaller targets.? 

So Long Seniors!
Hannah Reed

Senior night for winter sports was held February 7th in the high school gym.  The 
seniors on the girls and boys basketball teams, wrestling team, and cheer squad were 
recognized. The night was jam packed with two varsity basketball games, one JV game, 
little league recognition, hall of fame inductions, and senior night.  

The crowded gym wasn?t the only excitement of the day: there was a school-wide 
winter sports pep rally where all of the winter athletes were recognized and the rifle team 
was sent off  to the WPIAL playoffs.  The varsity basketball teams were both recognized 
for each clinching a spot in their respective playoffs.

The varsity boys? basketball team will be saying farewell to four-year starters Kolton 
Rush and Craig Weaver, as well as defensive beast Zach McHenry and guard Eric Stoll.  
Craig had an especially special night, reaching 1,000 rebounds. The boys have made their 
mark on the school, leading a team with no seniors last year to the playoffs.  They have 
been an integral part of the basketball program in recent years, and will be dearly missed.

On the varsity girls? basketball squad, Marissa Rode is the lone senior.  She stuck 
with the team through good times and bad - being a part of a playoff team her freshman 
year and a winless team her sophomore year.  She has reaped the benefits of being a true 
teammate by enjoying two more playoff appearances her junior and senior years.
 The rifle senior night was actually on February 13th.  The rifle team has made school 
history this season, and Noah Lemley, Sage Vliet, Alexis Bamberger, and DawnAnna Trout 
have been able to go out with a bang their last year.  They led the team to their first ever 
section title.  They made an appearance at the WPIAL Team Championships, and Noah 
Lemley excelled at the WPIAL Individuals.  He qualified for the State shoot, after placing 
11th out of 79 shooters at Individuals. What a way to end their careers!

The varsity wrestling team only had one senior this year, Joey Chapman.
The varsity cheer squad will be saying goodbye to Alexis Bamberger and Madison 

Six.  The girls have cheered for West Greene for years, and their school spirit has been 
unforgettable. Thanks for cheering on of the sports year-round no matter what! West 
Greene will miss these dedicated seniors. Thank you to all of the athletes for their hard 
work, dedication, and time invested into WG athletics.  You have all made your mark on 
the school, turning the programs around for the better. 
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Senior Night Snapshots

Madison Six - Cheerleading Marissa Rode - Varsity Girls Basketball Alexis Bamberger - Cheerleading & Rifle

Zachary McHenry - Varsity Boys Basketball Kolton Rush - Varsity Boys Basketball Eric Stoll - Varsity Boys Basketball

Dawn Anna Trout - Rifle Craig Weaver - Varsity Boys Basketball Noah Lemley - Rifle

Joey Chapman - Varsity Wrestling Sage Vliet - Rifle Senior Cheerleaders & 
Varsity Basketball Members
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Varsity Wrestling Snapshots

Brock Bedillion taking down his opponent. Isaac Courtwright going for the pin. Boys getting warmed up before their 
matches.

Joey Chapman fighting to win his match. Brock ready to win. Joey Chapman fighting for his victory.

Isaac Courtwright is getting his stretch on! Joey Chapman with the win! The coaches.

Pep talk from Coach Bissett. Isaac Courtwright going out for battle. Wow! What a team!
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Junior High Wrestling Snapshots

And..... Begin!

The Middle School Band.

Feeling Confident. Head Strong!

Determined to win!! Tusing with a takedown. PIONEER Tough.

Shoot for the take down. West Greene strong. Hunter Hamiltion 

The Team Photo!

P-I-N to W-I-N. Tusing for the pin!
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Varsity Gir ls Basketball Snapshots

Team huddle during the 
game against Geibel!

Ready to box out! Kaitlyn Rizor with the ball!

Bri Goodwin looking for an open 
teammate.

McKenna Lampe going for the shot! Ashley Cumberledge catching her breath.

Marissa Rode calling for the ball! Savannah Pettit looking to pass the ball. Madison Lampe taking a foul shot in 
the game against Monessen.

Madison going for three. Posing for the camera before 
the National Anthem.

Kylie Simms on defense. 
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Time to Tackle in a New Super Bowl

Carter Bowser  
Super Bowl LI hosted the Falcons and the Patriots. Things looked as if the Falcons 

were going to win by the end of the second quarter with their 21 - 3 score. The third quarter 
also looked unfavorable to the Patriots where they only scored 6 points compared to the 
Falcons 7. In the fourth quarter, everything changed with the Patriots? miraculous 19 point 
gain. The Falcons were dominating the Super Bowl in the first half, but the Patriots seemed 
to have had enough and began pushing harder and harder until they came out on top and 
won the Super Bowl with a 34 - 28 win, in the first overtime in Super Bowl history. 

An Inauguration to Spark the Nation
Allen Willard

Leading into 2017, Donald Trump was inaugurated into the presidency on January 
20th.  Taking on the title of ?Mr. President,? Donald Trump proceeded to write multiple 
executive orders in the earliest days of his presidency, as many presidents have done. 
Although, Donald Trump?s signed orders have already been much more impactful than 
former President Barack Obama?s executive orders. Trump?s executive orders include the 
border wall, and the travel ban between seven countries, (Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, 
Syria and Yemen), and the United States. This travel ban is considered by many to be the 
most impactful executive order signed by Mr. Trump, for it has ruined the lives of many 
families, as well as many college students and college professors. Consider this: you have 
been a legal citizen of the United States for as long as you remember. You and your family 
take a vacation overseas. This vacation ends and you try to fly back home to the United 
States. As soon as you get off the plane, you are told you are not allowed to come back 
into the country for at a minimum of 90 days, even though you and your family have lived 
there for all of your lives. Not only does this mean you have to fly back to where you 
vacationed, you also have to wait a minimum of 90 days there. This is what is impacting 
many families who thought they were Americans, only to be told that they are not allowed 
back into the country because of where they?re from or what their nationality is. Aside from 
the executive orders, Donald Trump gave a less than exciting inaugural address, as stated 
by many critics who had a splendid time ripping his speech to shreds on Twitter and other 
social media. While there are many people still livid 
about all that has happened with the election and what 
Donald Trump has said, every person in our country now 
has a new president. While some may not accept him as 
our president, that is his title. 
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Celebrating the For tune Telling Groundhog

Dawn Anna Trout 
Punxsutawney Phil has seen his shadow, which means six more weeks of bad 

weather! Other groundhogs predicted otherwise, but according to ?officials,? Phil is the only 
true fortune-telling groundhog. This year was Phil?s 131st prognostication. Groundhog Day, 
February 2nd, has been a popular tradition in the United States since the 1800?s. When 
Punxsutawney Phil comes out of his burrow on Gobbler?s Knob, if he sees his shadow, 
there will be six more weeks of bad weather and he returns to his burrow. If he does not 
see his shadow, he declares it spring and stays out. 

This tradition stems from the tradition of Candlemas Day. The Roman legions 
brought this tradition to the Germans, who picked it up and concluded, ?If the sun made an 
appearance on Candlemas Day, an animal, the hedgehog, would cast a shadow, thus 
predicting six more weeks of bad weather.? 
This can be interpreted  as the length of 
the ?Second Winter.? 

Pennsylvania?s earliest settlers were 
Germans, and  found groundhogs 
throughout the state. They decided the 
groundhog resembled a hedgehog, and 
was the most intelligent and sensible 
animal. They decided that if such a ?wise? 
animal saw its shadow, he would go into 
his burrow again for another six weeks of 
winter.

Punxsutawney Phil has increasingly been in the public eye, showing his support for 
numerous causes over the years. And yes, there has only ever been one Punxsutawney 
Phil. Every year at the Groundhog Picnic in the summer, he takes a sip from the ?elixir of 
life,? which is a secret recipe that magically gives him seven more years of life. 

A groundhog?s life span is usually six to eight years. The average groundhog is also 
20 inches long and about 12-15 pounds. Phil is about 22 inches long and 20 pounds. 
Groundhogs are exceptionally quick and clean. They are also one of the few animals that 
actually hibernate. 

Hope everyone is ready for the next six weeks!

Look for class coupons in this, and 
future issues of The Informer! If you 
find one applicable to you, clip the 
coupon to redeem it in your class. 

Coupons range from bonus points, to 
homework passes, and much more!
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Put a Little Love in Your Hear t
Rory Black

Everybody knows that special date in February. If you were thinking February 14th, 
then you are correct! February 14th, or Valentine?s Day, is the day that everybody, either 
taken or single, can enjoy themselves with a special friend. The holiday?s roots are in the 
ancient Roman festival of Lupercalia. Lupercalia is a fertility celebration commemorated 
annually on February 15. Pope Gelasius I recast this pagan festival as a Christian feast day 
circa 496, declaring February 14 to be St. Valentine?s Day. 

It originated as a Western Christian public worship feast day honoring one or more 
early saints named Valentinus. It is recognized as a significant cultural and commercial 
celebration in many regions across the world, although it isn?t a public holiday in any 
country. A popular writing of the lives of saints account of Saint Valentine of Rome which 
indicated he was imprisoned for performing weddings for soldiers who were forbidden to 
marry or ministering to Christians, who were persecuted under the Roman Empire. 

According to legend, during his imprisonment, Saint Valentine healed the daughter 
of his jailer, Asterius, and before his execution, he wrote a letter signed ?Your Valentine? as 
a farewell. In Europe, Saint Valentine?s Keys are given to lovers as ?a romantic symbol or 
invitation to unlock the giver?s heart.? Some symbols of Valentine?s Day are the 
heart-shaped outline, doves, and the figure of the winged Cupid. Handwritten valentines 
are given to people to mass-produced greeting cards. In 18th-century England, the holiday 
evolved into an occasion in which lovers expressed their love for each other by presenting 
flowers, offering candies, and sending greeting cards, or valentines. As you can see, 
Valentine?s Day is about sharing your feelings with a special somebody!

Give a Pint, Save a Life
Carter Bowser

The West Greene NHS conducted a 
blood drive on Tuesday, January 24, 2017 
with music, hippies, and lots of blood. In 
order to get the whole school involved the 
theme was Hippie/ Disco day, and the 
blood drive was a big success. The NHS 
had a goal of 28 units of blood but by the 
end of the day they had surpassed their 
goal. It had 37 donors processed which put 
them to 31 units of blood. The Blood Drive 
had a ticket system setup where if you 
donated blood you received a ticket, and if 
you dressed as a hippie you also received a 
ticket. If you came dressed as a hippie and 
also gave blood you received two tickets, 
and the tickets were for a drawing to win a 
flat screened television. 

The winner of the drawing was 
Cassidy Chambers. The NHS has tentative 
plans to hold another Blood Drive 
sometime in March. I interviewed someone 
who gave blood during the Blood Drive, 
Mitchell Murdock. 
    Q. How was donating blood for you?
       A: It was good!
     Q. Any advice for future donors? 
        A.  Drink plenty of water and try your 
best not to pass out.
    Q. What was the worst part of giving 
blood?
       A: The needle entering my human flesh.
     Q. What was the best part of the blood 
drive?      
       A.  All the delicious snacks given. 
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Did you watch 
Punxsutawney Phil on 

Groundhog Day?

What is your favorite 
winter activity?

What spring activities are 
you looking forward to?

?No? ?Sledding"

?Something outside 
because it 's warm and 

I like to go outside.? 

?No? ?Plowing? ?Showing cows? 

 ?No, I heard his 
response on the radio 

that morning.? 
?Getting frostbite? ?Definitely softball? 

?No, I watch 
Punxsutawney Peter, 

Phil's litt le brother.? 
?Collect pine cones? 

?Seasons are 

overrated.? 

?Didn't watch Phil.? ?Basketball? 
?In the spring, I'm 
looking forward to 

softball.? 

?I did watch Phil.? ?Sled riding? 
?I'm looking forward 

to March Madness.? 

?I didn't watch 

Punxsutawney Phil.? 
?I love sled riding? 

?I'm looking forward 
to softball starting 

back up.? 

?No? ?Snowball fights? 
?Nicer weather to go 
outside and throw 

football.? 

Tabitha 
Engle-Young
(Grade 12)

Rodney 
Parson 

(Grade 12)

Lexie Mooney 
(Grade 11)

Peyton Blake 
(Grade 11)

Madison 
Lampe 

(Grade 10)

Jeremiah 
Miller (Grade 

10)

Kylie Simms 
(Grade 9)

Austin Geho 
(Grade 9)
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Did you watch 
Punxsutawney Phil on 

Groundhog Day?

What is your favorite 
winter activity?

What spring activities are 
you looking forward to?

?No? ?Sled riding? ?Homework? 

?No? ?Sled riding? ?Softball? 

?No? ?Snow tubing? ?Softball? 

?No? ?Sled riding? ?Baseball? 

"No, I heard it on the 

radio.? 
?Going to Florida.? 

?Baseball and 

softball.? 

?I listened to it on the 
radio on the way to 

work.? 

?Skiing or any outdoor 

activity.? 
?Camping" 

?No? ?Christmas? ?Softball season? 

?I was at a conference 
in DC and forgot it was 

Groundhog Day.? 

?Reading by the fire 
place with a cup of tea 

or hot cocoa.? 

?Walking in the sun 
and being able to get 

outside and be active.? 
Mrs. Ullom

(Faculty)

Mr. Bedilion  
(Faculty)

Mrs. White
(Staff)

Mrs. Wise
(Staff)

Corey Wise 
(Grade 7)

Anna Durbin 
(Grade 7)

Jersey Wise 
(Grade 8)

Hayden Ross 
(Grade 8)
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Savor the Flavor With the Spanish Club
Allen Willard

The Spanish Club would like to announce that we are always looking for new 
members! To be eligible to be in the Spanish Club you only have to have taken a Spanish 
class for a full year.  Also, every third Wednesday of every month, we have a Spanish 
cooking night, where we cook authentic Spanish dishes in the home ec. room. To be part 
of the cooking nights, all you have to do is give Mrs. Stewart anywhere from $2-$5 each 
cooking night to cover the expense of the 
ingredients, as well as be a part of the 
Spanish Club. Mrs. Stewart will have the 
specifications on the prices for the 
cooking nights when they are planned. 
The Spanish Club will also be fundraising 
for field trips to Spanish plays and other 
fun things. As a couple of examples, we 
have went to the Carnegie Science Center, 
and to a Don Quixote play. 

Scheduling has come and gone and we hope that you kept in mind that the 
Publication class is in need of students, as many are about to graduate. The Publication 
class is filled with excitement and many fun opportunities, and as a part of the class you 
will be involved in writing for the school Informer, taking pictures, and making many crucial 
yearbook related decisions. 

As part of the Publication class, you will also be given VIP access to the yearbook 
drive, which holds all pictures that are used in the informer and yearbook.  Please join the 
Publications class today!! We Want You!! 

We Want You!
Emily Tedrow

1 Free Homework Pass

Mrs. Gilbert

All Classes

Expires:

March 13, 2017

Limit: 

One coupon per 

student.

5 Bonus Yards 
Mr. Rychtarsky 

Language Arts 9 

Expires: 
March 13, 2017

Limit: One coupon per student, 6 
coupons per class.

________________________________
Name:

_____________   _____________
Date                         Pd. #
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Creating Their Way to the Top
DawnAnna Trout

Sports aren?t the only thing West Greene students have been excelling in this year. 
The WG Art Department has recently had some accomplishments of their own. 

Three WG students; Senior, Tabitha Engle-Young; Junior, Peyton Blake; and 
Freshmen, Sheyann Watson all submitted original works to the Scholastic Art Competition, 
and none of them walked away empty handed. Peyton and Sheyann each had a Silver Key, 
the second highest award, and Tabitha Engle-Young received the highest award of a Gold 
Key. Tabitha and Peyton also each received an Honorable Mention for one of their other 
works. Peyton submitted a drawing entitled ?Self Portrait,? which won the Silver Key, and a 
mixed media work entitled ?Cords,? which was the Honorable Mention. Sheyann submitted 
a sculpture entitled ?Mystic Masquerade Owl,? which won her the Silver Key. Tabitha 
submitted two paintings entitled ?Mannequin? and ?Isolation,? winning her the Honorable 
Mention and Gold Key, respectively. 

Tabitha was interviewed, to ask about her accomplishment. She said in total she had 
submitted four pieces, but only two had received any recognition. When asked how 
winning made her felt, she said it definitely surprised her that she had won a Gold Key, and 
afterwards it had ?kind of inflated her ego.? Her work was displayed at California University 
in the Scholastic Art Exhibit and was then displayed at Artbeat in Waynesburg. Her Gold 
Key is being reviewed at the National level in New York City. She won?t find out if she will 
receive a National Medal until March 14. She is ?very excited,? because she ?didn?t expect to 
get the Gold Key, so it was a huge 
accomplishment.? Good Luck 
Tabitha and Congratulations!

Mrs. Bennett, the art teacher, 
was very proud of her students. 
Everyone who submitted won 
something, and she?s hoping this 
will inspire more students to submit 
in the future. 

       Congratulations to all of you! 
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High School Honor Roll -  2nd Nine Weeks
Grade 12

Highest  Honors

Colton Hamilton
Hannah Reed
Daniel Salai
DawnAnna Trout

Grade 12

High Honors

Brittany Bonnema 

Tabitha Engle-Young

Emily Goodwin

Patrick Hughes

Noah Lemley

Shelby Morris

Rodney Parson

Isaac Rizor

Marissa Rode

Kolton Rush

Desiree Tedrow

Craig Weaver 

Elizabeth Wolfe

Loran Yoders

Grade 12 

Honors

Alexis Bamberger

Douglas Berdine

Michael Howard

Alexes Keller

Kayla King

Leroy McGlone

Dylan Morgan

Sierra Pettit

Jennavieve-Arle 
Shuman

Madison Six

Emily Tedrow

Sage Vliet

Tristan Whipkey

Grade 11

Highest  Honors

Rachel Jones

Gina Mankey

Grade 11

High Honors

Tyler Barnhart

Peyton Blake

Patrick Brady

Terry Chess

Rusty Herrick

McKayla Jacobs

Bailey Machesky

Lexie Mooney

Mitchell Murdock

Madison Renner

Linzee Stover

Matthew Thompson

Joseph A. Willard

Grade 11

Honors

Zachary Abbott

Essence Bowser

Isaac Courtwright

Wyatt Finch

Christian Fox

Mathew Gillin 

Benjamin Gorby

Derek Parry

Ashley Rogers

Garret Ross

Craig Stoneking

Cassidy Wildman

Grade 10

Highest  Honors
Jacob Brown

Ashley Cumberledge

Savannah Pettit

Kaitlyn Rizor

Haleigh Thomas

Ashley Yoders

Grade 10

High Honors
Rhiannon Campbell

Mackenzie Carpenter

Cassidy Chambers

Brianna Goodwin

Alexander Hughes

Madison Lampe

McKenna Lampe

Tessa Mason

Joseph Reed

Courtney Ross

Makenzie Thomas

Sydnee Watson

Andrew Wise

Grade 10 

Honors
Zachary Barnhart

Gabriel Eddy

Noah Grimes

Austin Gump

Dennis Phillips

Savanah Phillips

Jade Rittenhouse

Wyatt White

Jacob Wilson

Robert Wise

Grade 9

Highest  Honors

Deshaylah Bissett

Grade 9

High Honors

Colton Anderson

Kaden Bennington

Andrew Fike

Amber Finch

Braedon Gilbert

Hunter Guthrie

Benjamin Jackson

Daniel Kennedy

Jade Renner

Kylie Simms

Sheyann Watson

Grade 9 

Honors

Brianna Amos

Avery Berdine

Rory Black

Austin Crouse

Gage Gray

Justin Jacobs

Kaleb Johnson

Andrew Litton

Colton "Jud" Meek

Nyjel Miller

Savannah Milliken

Gavin Scott

Congratulations to all that earned a 
spot on the honor roll! 

Keep up the good work. 
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Grade 8

Highest  Honors

Dakota Filby

Megan Jacobs

Haley Phillips

Grade 8

High Honors

Chase Blake

Elizabeth Burdnock

Krysten DeBolt

Bailey Fredericks

Matthew Henderson

Brayden Mooney

Morgan Mooney

Dominic Russo

Morgan Taylor

Cheyenne Thomas

Alexandria VanDyne

Jersey Wise

Grade 8

Honors

Kyra Burns

Emily Cooke

Joseph Cumberledge

Danielle Fox

Zachary Frye

Sydney Gilbert

Haylee Hirt

Jackson Machesky

Natalie Phillips

Caleb Rice

Jenna Rush

Seth Stoneking

Alison Thomas

 

Grade 7

Highest  Honors

Brooke Barner

Anna Durbin

Olivia Gorby

Hunter Hamilton

BreAnn Jackson

Olivia Kiger

Gracie Mayhle

Kiley Meek

Casey Miller

Josiah Tagaro

Wesley Whipkey

Piper Whitlatch

Grade 7

High Honors

Sarah Collins

Joseph Davis

Angelique Dominguez

Damien Nice

Zachary Shaner

Mackenzie Trout

Paul Tuttle

Corey Wise

Joseph Yoders

Grade 7 

Honors

Bryce Anderson

James Buchanan

Sheldon Cassiday

Emma Crouse

Alexander Halfhill

Dayton Haywood

Christian Howard

Owen Hughes

Jaime Jacobs

Jordan Jacobs

Jordan Karvan

Katharine Lampe

Desirae Lemmon

Brooke Miller

Nathan Orndoff

Keri Shipman

Kimberly Wolfe

Middle School Honor Roll -  2nd Nine Weeks

3 Points Towards 
Missing Work

Mrs. Stewart

All Spanish Classes

Limit: One coupon per student 
Expires: March 30, 2017

__________________________ 
Student Name

___________________________________________

Pd. #

2 Daily Grade Points

Mr. Rychtarsky

Language Arts 9 & 10

Limit: One coupon per student

Expires: March 13, 2017

___________________________
Student Name

_____________   _____________
Date                         Pd. #
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  Picture Per fect Poster
Hannah Reed

The 8th Grade Social Studies classes competed in a Poster Project Competition at 
the conclusion of their American Revolution Unit.  Their task was to create a poster 
depicting something or someone that they learned during the unit.  Each class competed 
individually, and the winners from each class went on for the overall 8th Grade Class 
winner.  To demonstrate American government for the classes? upcoming unit on the 

Constitution, the students voted on each 
class winner and the overall winner. 
Morgan Taylor?s poster was unanimously 
chosen by her peers.  She created a side 
profile image of George Washington, with 
the American Flag as the background. 
Recognition goes out to Morgan for her 
excellent creation and the hard work she 
put into the project.  Last, Mr. Trump would 
like to thank all his classes and students 
for their participation and effort towards 
the unit and the project.
 

A Look Inside What Makes You... You
Emily Tedrow

On May 9th, Mr. Jones is taking primarily his anatomy students, along with some 
students from his honors biology and scientific research classes, to  Allegheny General in 
Pittsburgh to observe open heart surgery. This is a really exciting opportunity for any 
students interested in pursuing a medical career. 

Mr. Jones was able to receive a $700 grant from Target to help pay for the bus and 
other expenses. The cost per student will be about $20. 

While we are observing, there will be a person from the hospital with us at all times 
to explain what we are seeing. We will be in the gallery watching down onto the surgical 
table. There are many different types of open heart surgery so we won't know exactly what 
we will be watching until we arrive.  

Overall this is a very intriguing and helpful opportunity, because it may help some 
people who are still unsure if the medical field is right for them, while for others, it may 
solidify their decision. 
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AP Lit Class Heads to Pittsburgh
Rory Black

Sage Vliet, Peyton Blake, Emily Tedrow, Isaac Rizor, and Hannah Reed, all members 
of the AP Literature class went and saw a play called ?The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-time.? What is that you might ask? It?s a 2003 mystery novel by a British writer 
Mark Haddon. The title of this novel quotes the fictional detective Sherlock Holmes. This 
novel won the Whitbread Book Awards for Best Novel and Book of the Year, the 
Commonwealth Writer?s Prize for Best First Book, and the Guardian Children?s Fiction Prize.

It?s about a 15 year old boy named Christopher John Francis Boone who describes 
himself as ?a mathematician with some behavioral difficulties? living in Swindon, Wiltshire. 

The book?s blurb refers to Asperger syndrome, high-functioning autism, or savant 
syndrome. Christopher comes across the dead body of his neighbor?s dog, Wellington, 
speared by a garden fork. The dog?s owner, Mrs. Shears, called the police and Christopher 
comes under suspicion. Christopher has decided to investigate the dog?s murder. While 
investigating, Christopher meets people he has never encountered before, even while he 
lived on his street for years. Christopher?s father, Ed Boone, told Christopher that his 
mother died two years ago. He lied about that. Christopher?s mother lives in London with 
Mr. Shears. Christopher also finds out that Ed killed Wellington through anger from a 
heated argument with Mrs. Shears...Christopher runs away to live with his mother.
 There was an interview with a West Greene student who attended the play, Isaac 
Rizor;
 Q; ?Was this an entertaining play to you??
 Isaac: ?Yes, very. I really enjoyed the visual effects and the way the stage was set up. 
The way they used the visual and sound effects let you imagine that you were inside the 
mind of Christopher.?
 Q: ?What do you think of the main character, Christopher??
 Isaac: ?I really admire Christopher. Christopher has this charm to him that makes you 
want to watch and listen to him. Not many characters can make a reader do that and I also 
liked how Christopher proved that you can do anything if you put your mind to it.?
 Q: ?If you were the writer of the story, what would you change, if anything??

Isaac: ?Hm, good question. I honestly don?t think anything needed to be changed. 
The flow and depth of the writing/ story progression was perfect. I wouldn?t want to mess 
up anything by changing it.?

So, there you have it! If you are a fan of mystery or inspiration or both, then this story 
is for you!
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Aqua- What?
Hannah Reed

You may have heard the word aquaponics being thrown around here and there at 
school, but do you know what it means?  You may be thinking, aqua-what?  I had the same 
question, so I asked Mr. Jones just what was going on while him and Mr. Armstrong 
conspired about it.

Q: What is aquaponics?

A: Aquaponics is the combination of aquaculture and hydroponics.  Aquaculture is growing 
fish for food and hydroponics is growing plants without soil.  The wastes from the fish 
fertilizes the plants.  The plants clean and detoxify the water, which goes back to the fish. 
 It makes a cycle with bacteria and redworms also present to break down some of the 
waste.  It is a closed system, the only things we will be adding are fish food and water.

Q: What will students in the aquaponics class be doing?

A: On a day-to-day basis, the students will be in charge of the maintenance.  They will get 
all of the levels where they need to be, which will be very difficult at first, but once that?s 
settled it basically will take care of itself.  The kids will also help develop modules to teach 
to other students.

Q: How will other kids interact?

A: There will be 12 modules, one for each grade level that the students in the aquaponics 
class will help develop and teach.  We will try to intertwine cross-curriculums to get 
students of all interests involved - for example, they could write a poem about a fish or 
dissect one.  The aquaponics class will be open for 10-12 grade students.

Q: Why is it being implemented and why is it important?

A: It will teach kids about ecology and 
how systems interact.  It will give the kids 
an opportunity to have a more hands-on 
class.  It will also help kids get more 
connected to agriculture. 
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The Competition Was Spicy!
Emily Tedrow

On January 28th, at the American Legion Post #816 in Rices Landing, two of West 
Greene?s very own entered into the Annual Chili Cook-Off.  They were Brody Berdine and 
Sydnee Watson. Unfortunately, Brody did not turn up victorious, though Sydnee did and I 
was able to interview her and discuss the competition a little bit further. 

 When I asked what place she won she replied by telling me that there were actually 
four different divisions and that they were Meaty, Spicy, People's Choice, and Best 
Student. She won Best Student and received a trophy. She told me that she was really 
excited to win because even though it was a small competition there were only four 
winners out of 11 contestants, of which nine were students from the culinary class. 

I then asked what made her chili so special? She told me that it was truly her mom?s 
recipe and that she modified it to make it a little bit more of her own with farm fresh angus 
beef and that it was really just a good mix of everything. Finally, Sydnee and her chili won 
Best Student simply because she is a good student and because her chili is so good that it 
kicked out the rest of the competition. 

5 Bonus Points & 10 Bonus Yards

Mr. Rychtarsky - Language Arts 10

Attach this coupon to any newspaper or magazine 
article that relates to any of our debate topics 

discussed in class

(from the list of 20+)

Write a brief synopsis of the article, and explain how it 
relates to our discussions.

Expires: March 3, 2017

Limit One coupon per student

Name:___________________________________________________________

Date:______________________ Pd.____________

5 Bonus Yards 
Mr. Rychtarsky 

Language Arts 9 
Expires: 

March 13, 2017
Limit: One coupon per 

student, 6 coupons per class.

______________________________
Name:

_____________   _____________
Date                         Pd. #

Page 19 The Informer



C

A

F

E

M

E

N

U

S

Page 20 The Informer



           Upcoming Events

To subm it  your  m at er ial! 
 As The Informer is YOUR school newspaper, our staff is looking for 
your masterpieces.  Get your work published in The Informer!  You can 
submit many types of material? poetry, short stories (fiction and non-fiction), 
school news, sports news, community news, movie reviews, book reviews, 
favorite recipes, artwork, photography, comic strips, and much more! 

 Submit your material by giving it to 
Mr. Rychtarsky, or e-mailing it to: 

informer@wgsd.org    
Get Published! 

 All submissions must be of good taste, and are subject to editing for 
length, and the correction of any grammar or spelling errors.  By submitting 
material to The Informer, you agree that your material may be used for our 
print publication, and on our web publication - accessible through our school 
district website -  www.wgsd.org 

The 2016-2017 Informer Staff: 
Sponsor: Mr. Rychtarsky

                   Black, Rory

Bowser, Carter

Reed, Hannah

Tedrow, Emily 

  Tennant, Braden 

Trout, Dawn Anna

Vliet, Sage

Willard, Allen 

Thursday, March 9 & Friday, March 10, 2017
Act 80 Days...????.....??????????............???.....?..................................No School For Students 

Friday, March 17, 2017
County Career Fair...??????????.?????????.....???................................................................8:30 AM

Tuesday, March 21, 2017
Talent Show..??????????.??????...........................................???.....???.....??.............................6:00 PM 

Wednesday, March 22 Through Saturday, March 25, 2017
Band Trip - Nashville, TN

Saturday, March 25, 2017
Adult Prom...??????????.??????...........???.....???.....................................................5:30 - 10:30 PM

Thursday, April 13, 2017 
Early Dismissal???????????????????????.....???.....???..??????..................................?.12:45 PM

Friday, April 14 Through Monday, April 17, 2017 
Spring Break.................................................................................???..................................School Closed
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Arrow           

Be Mine

Candy         

Card

Chocolate   

Couples

Cupid           

Date   

Diamond     

February  

Feelings      

Flowers

Friendship   

Gift

Hand 

holding

Heart          

Hugs

Kisses          

Love

Lovers    

Romance

Roses           

Stroll

Suitors         

Valentine

Aisle of Few
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PICTURE THIS
The photograph below is a close up of a larger image, and was taken in our school.

Can you figure out what it is in the photo, AND where in our school it was taken?

You could win a $1.00 Voucher to our school cafeteria.  

Did We Stump You Last Time?
We must have stumped the whole school 

with our last contest, seeing as we had no 
correct submissions for what the picture was. 
The previous picture was the Gatorade logo on 
one of our vending machines. Good luck on 
finding this month's object in the picture and 
don't forget to submit your guesses!

Three Ways to Submit Your Answer!
1. E-mail your answer to: informer@wgsd.org.
Please include ?Picture This? in the subject line.

2. Text  your answer to the same address: informer@wgsd.org.
Be sure to have parental permission to text, and remember - 

the unauthorized use of cell phones during class time is PROHIBITED.
3. Fil l out  a contest  entry t icket .

Entry tickets are available in Mr., Rychtarsky?s room (401).
All entries must include your full name, grade, and homeroom teacher name.

One winner from Middle School, and one from High School 
will be chosen from all correct responses.

Winners will receive a voucher for use in our school cafeteria!
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