
The Informer 

Homecoming has come and gone, and it was a great time to look back on and reminisce.  

The football team took on Western Beaver October 21st for the homecoming game. In an odd 

turn of events, due to weather conditions, our homecoming football game was moved to 

Waynesburg Central High School.  The game was a cold and wet one.  Unfortunately, our boys 

fell to Western Beaver 33-14. 

The Homecoming Court was recognized Friday night before the game: freshman Amber 

Finch was escorted by Andrew Litton, sophomore Hannah Pettit was escorted by Jeremiah 

Miller, junior Bailey Machesky was escorted by Christian Fox.  There were three pairs of sen-

ior representatives that walked the field. Haley Pierson was escorted by Noah Lemley, Alexis 

Bamberger was escorted by Dylan Morgan, and Hannah Reed was escorted by Austin Smith.  

The King and Queen were crowned at the game.  Hannah Reed was crowned Homecoming 

Queen and her King Austin Smith was crowned by her side.  Hannah and Austin made school 

history being the first Homecoming Royalty to be crowned away from home! 
 

         (See Happy Times on Page 2) 

Sneak Peek at what’s inside: 
 

Varsity Football Snapshots…….…..Pg. 4 

7th & 8th Girls Basketball….............Pg. 6 

Homecoming Snapshots.......……...Pg. 14 

Hall Talk……..................................Pg. 16 

New Superintendent ...…................Pg. 18 

New Chemistry Teacher ..…….......Pg. 19 

Trick or Treat………......................Pg. 23  

Just for Fun ...……………………..Pg. 24 

Upcoming Events…... . ...….……..Pg. 27 

For School Information, visit: www.wgsd.org 

  
 

2 0 1 6  -  2 0 1 7  
I ssue  #1  

O ct ober  2016  

West Greene  

High School  
1352 Hargus Creek Road 

Waynesburg, PA 15370 
Principal: Mr. Scott Sakai 

Asst. Principal: Mr. Jed Hamberger 

Superintendent: Mr. Brian Jackson  

The 2016 Homecoming Court. 



The Informer Page 2 

 
 

 In the 2016 football season, our boys have proved that they are dedicated, hard-

working, and determined. Even though football is a very short season, there is a lot that 

goes on. There are pep rallies, games, practices, and tail gates. They  have shown lots of 

improvement throughout the year. Our boys are very spiritual when it comes to getting 

ready for a game. They always get hyped up and get their blood pumping before games. 

They jump up and down and chest-bump and give each other pats on the back to get each 

other ready for their game. Some boys are independent off of the field but as soon as they 

step on the field together, it’s like a wolf pack. They all work together as a team and fight 

their way to get a victory. Sometimes we suffer some great injuries and lose players in the 

games, but other players fill in their spot and they do exactly what they are supposed to do. 

 Our school is very proud to have the varsity team we have today. We have never 

seen a team quite like ours before. We are very proud of all of the hard work and effort our 

team has put into their season. With only 9 games in a season and countless practices, our 

boys have made the best of it and worked around the little bumps in the road, together. No 

boy is ever left behind because with us, we depend on each other. Yeah, there will be a  

couple losses put in the mix, but we always find a way to get better. Our boys have a heart 

for football and that’s what they show on the field. The last football game is on  

October 28th. 

 Each year our boys get better and better, they get stronger and stronger, and no 

matter what they always play with their hearts. Blood, sweat, and tears are shed almost 

every game. Nine times out of ten there will be at least one drop of blood on that field. All 

of those things show dedication to the game, the sport, and our school. They may seem nice 

off of the field but as soon as they step on the field, they get mean and thirsty for a victory. 

They ‘keep calm and tackle hard’ throughout the game. They are always a step above the 

rest. They also beat ‘em and bust ‘em, for that’s our custom. Our offense is pretty  

outstanding and our defense can’t be beat. They don’t back down just because a task is too 

difficult or because a kid is bigger than them and there’s no point in trying. That doesn’t 

matter. They look forward and go full speed and hit as hard as they can. If they get 

knocked down, they get back up and hit 10 times harder than before. That cycle is an  

endless one.  
          (Continued on Page 3) 

 

 The Homecoming Dance took place the following 

day, October 22nd.  It began at 6 PM and students danced 

the night away until 10 PM.  The theme was a masquerade 

and everyone in attendance looked stunning!  



The Informer Page 3 

They always push themselves without questioning or being told to do so. It just 

comes as a natural football response. No doubt about it, if you ask a football player their 

strategy of getting better, they will tell you they push themselves harder than they have 

ever been pushed by anybody and they are never scared to go all out. No matter the level of 

difficultness of a task, they accomplish it in some way. Sometimes they will face some days 

of defeat, but it doesn’t matter because they always pick their heads up and try again. They 

always want to go, go, go and they never want to stop. 

 Even though they only have 9 games in a whole season, the JV boys have their own 

individual games. Our boys also went through a week of football camp where they spent a 

whole week at the school and slept in the gymnasium on air mattresses. After football 

camp took place, they had a “tailgate” cookout. It was supposed to take place in the gravel 

parking lot but because of weather conditions, they held it in the high school  

cafeteria. Our cheerleaders took part in this as well when they cheered for the boys’ good 

work. After camp, as the boys couldn’t stop talking about it during school, they all went 

home and crashed. Also they were talking about the fun they had and all of the  

stories about what everybody did like built a fort and slid around on the floor at night and 

grabbed people’s feet.  

After all of this, practices start. Every day after school they practiced from about 4-6 

or 6:30. Our fans are very outgoing when it comes to spirit. They are always painting their 

faces or dressing in some weird clothing or have whistles or something of that sort to show 

their spirit for our boys. Some people just come in regular clothes and just scream like  

banshees to cheer on our boys. 
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Re-grouping and discussing the next 

play. 

The final line up to say good game. Defense getting ready to shut down the 

rockets. 

The boys walking out to  

get ready to tackle. 

Running to get warmed  

up and loosen up. 

#3 Zach Pettit practicing kicks.  

Our boys making a stop to the  

Avella Eagle’s touchdown. 

Offense  breaking through  

the defense's wall. 

Our defense shows no fear  

and are ready to fight. 

Zach Pettit goes in for the tackle. Ben Jackson is making his way to the 

end zone for a touchdown. 

Preparing for kickoff. 
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West Greene battling with Avella. West Greene playing  

against  Clay-Battelle. 

West Greene Clashing  

With AJ McMullen. 

Playing against Clay-Battelle. The 7th and 8th grade football team. Setting up a play against Clay-Battelle. 

On defense against AJ McMullen. On offense against AJ McMullen. Starting a play. 

The 7th and 8th Grade Football team 

beat Avella 14 to 12.. 

Getting ready to make a play. The 7th and 8th Grade Football team 

beat Clay-Battelle 22-6. 
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The 7th and 8th Grade Girls’ Basketball team recently completed an undefeated season with a 

18-0 record. Teamwork and defense were the focal points of this year’s team. Each and every player 

improved upon each other and themselves. Each player on the team had contributed to the successful 

season. The team also made history being the second middle school girls team to have an undefeated  

season. The last time this happened was in 1995. With the 7th and 8th grade together makes 12 players 

and the players for the 7th grade are: Anna Durbin, Brooke Barner, Katie Lampe, Kylie Meek, Breanne  

Jackson, and Jordan Karvan. The 8th grade players include: Elizabeth Brudnock, Jersey Wise, Morgan 

Mooney, Danielle Fox, Dakota Filby, and Kaytlyn Walls. Great job girls and coach, Mr. Romanus! 

 

 

 

 

 This season the cross country team has been running through expectations and trampling the  

competition. I had the pleasure of interviewing both McKenna and Madison Lampe. 
 

Question: How, in your eyes, is the season going?  

Answer: McKenna: It’s going; there have been a lot of triumphs and hurdles that the team has  

overcome. 

Madison: Pretty good, you could say that the season is racing by.  
 

Question: Why do you like to run? 

Answer: Both agreed that it keeps them in shape for their main focus… Basketball. 
 

Question: Hardest course you’ve ran, and why? 

Answer: McKenna: Chartiers Houston, because you have to run this long hill three times.  

Madison: The Airport, because there is a long stretch that goes on forever.  
 

 The team has been competing at such an intense level; it would be hard for anyone to surpass 

their records. Good luck and go PIONEERS!!!  
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Jersey looking for someone to pass to. Playing defense. Jersey Wise dribbling down the court. 

Watching to see if the shot goes in.  Anna Durbin defending the hoop. Dakota Filby looking for  

someone to pass to. 

Anna Durbin dribbling down the court. Will it go in? Waiting to see who will catch it. 

Jersey Wise going in for a layup.  Brooke Barner getting ready to shoot. Timeout huddle.  
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 Many of you may have followed the Varsity Softball team throughout their 2015-2016 season.  

If so, you know that they set many new records to beat next time!  The girls went 26-2 with their  

losses being against Moore Catholic, a team from New York, who they faced on their trip to Myrtle 

Beach for The Ripken Experience, and to Williams Valley, who they faced for the state championship 

at the State College.  The girls started off their winnings by being the champs of their section.  They 

later went on to win the WPIAL Class A Title at California University’s Lilley Field, making it the 

first WPIAL title won for softball since the 1983 team.  The Lady Pioneers were even on a 23 game  

winning streak for a portion of their season!  The ladies went right on to qualifying for the PIAA State 

playoffs and conquered all up until the State Finals game, where they fell to Williams Valley by one 

point, leaving them the PIAA State Runner-Ups.  The girls had a wonderful season that they wish to 

improve on this year.  The Lady Pioneers would like to thank the school and the community for  

pushing them to be the best Pioneers they could be!! 
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_______________ 
Pd. # 
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West Greene with another ball over the 

net by Cassidy Chambers. 

Emily Goodwin with the set. Hannah, Shelby, and Emily . 

Cassidy W. ready to spike the ball. Emily Tedrow going up for a kill.   Bailey M. set it up 

Bedilion watches his team work together. Hannah Reed reached 500 digs.  Senior Shelby Morris with the serve. 

Senior Night  Emily & Hannah pose  

for one last picture.   

One last team picture!! 
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 As you may have heard or seen for yourself, we now have wall murals in the hallways by the 

wrestling room below the gym.  These murals of the Softball Team and Wrestling Team are from the 

floor to ceiling.  They were put up because of how victorious these teams were, with the softball  

having a great season last year with getting to states, and a record of 26-2.  The Wrestling Team was 

from 1993-94, and they were 17-0 that year. 

 Last school year, when the Softball Team had the winning season of 26-2, the season sparked 

up a bunch of school spirit, via large grouped send-off’s by the whole school and large welcoming 

groups.  The Softball girls of last year had a 23 game winning streak.  They were Section 1-A  

Champions (10-0), WPIAL Class A Champions, and a PIAA State Runner-Up.   
 

The Pictured Members and Coaches are as Followed: 

Front Row: Gina Mankey, Marissa Rode, Brittany Bonnema, Emily Goodwin, Brianna Goodwin 

Second Row: Asst. Coach Nicole Redlinger, Sage Vliet, Jessica Orndoff, Lexie Mooney, Kaitlyn  

Rizor, Haleigh Thomas, Madison Lampe, Head Coach Bill Simms 

Third Row: Linzee Stover, Bailey Bennington, Hunter Fredericks, Morgan Stover, Makenzie Thomas, 

Savannah Pettit, McKenna Lampe,  

Mackenzie Carpenter, Shelby Morris, Madison Renner 

Back Row: Athletic Trainer Juan Lopez, HS Principal Scott Sakai, Asst. Coach Jeff Stover, Asst. 

Coach Jeremiah Allison, Asst. Coach Eric Bedilion 
  

 The 1993-94 Wrestling Season Team was the year in which the Wrestling team had a winning 

season of 17-0, were Section 3-AA Champions (9-0), and WPIAL AA Team Tournament Champions. 
 

The Pictured Members and Coaches are as Followed: 

Front Row: Craig Gillispie, Kris Rudman, Justin Watson, Wes Watson, Craig Whitlatch, Chuck  

Stoneking, John Arbuckle 

Middle Row: Athletic Trainer Gretchen Gates, Lonnie Litton, Gary Whyte, Jerry Rutan, Rodney  

Wilson, Ryan Blake, Manager Ricky Deter,  

Manager Haden Watson 

Back Row: Head Coach Allen Hughes, Chad Tedrow, Chet Tedrow, Chad Hill, Dude  

Bennington, Ryan Tedrow, Ryan Rizor, Matt Robison, Asst. Coach John Coss, Asst. Coach Brian 

Jackson 

Not Pictured: Matt Hildreth 

 The next time you’re at an evening sporting event, be sure to head down and check them out, 

they’re really a sight to see! 
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Fall sports have come to a close, and for some athletes, there is no next year.  West Greene had 

multiple dedicated senior athletes participate in their last season as a Pioneer this fall. 
 The volleyball team showcased four seniors on the court.  Setter Emily Goodwin, defensive 

specialist Shelby Morris, libero Hannah Reed, and middle hitter Emily Tedrow celebrated their senior 

night on October 18th when they hosted Geibel Catholic in Pioneer Gym. 
 On the football team, three seniors took the field on Friday nights.  Cole Hamilton, Craig 

Weaver, and Dylan Morgan are to be recognized on October 28th before their game against California.  

Cole served as a fullback and linebacker for the Pioneers, while both Craig and Dylan took the field as 

linemen. 
 In the band, Noah Lemley, Desiree Tedrow, Patrick Hughes, Tabitha Engle-Young, Tristan 

Whipkey, and Daniel Salai will be missed next year.  These hardworking and talented musicians are to 

celebrate senior night alongside the football team.  Senior cheerleaders Alexis Bamberger and Madison 

Six will also along for the October 28th recognition. 
 Thank you to all of the seniors for their hard work and dedication to West Greene.  Enjoy the 

rest of senior year, and good luck on all of your endeavors! 

 
 

With the fall sport teams doing well, the school rallies their support in efforts to make this year 

memorable. The band has had all great performances, with firing up the Pioneer crowd at all football 

games. The Varsity Football team has broken their eighteen game losing streak with three wins, while 

the Girls Varsity Volleyball team had a chance to make history and go to the WPIAL playoffs for the 

first time.  Cross Country has also had a stellar season, with several broken records, both personal and 

competitive. Drew Wise and Zach Barnhart have also had a great season while being the only two in 

the high school that are a part of the golfing experience. The first pep rally was in September, and 

the athletes and band members were all recognized. Following the recognition of those who are  

involved in the fall seasons, there was a challenge for the Spirit Stick, in which the football team won.  

Help keep the spirit alive, and get out there and support all of our fall athletes and participants. 

GO PIONEERS & GOOD LUCK TO ALL!!!! 
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 Spirit Week as always, is chosen by the Varsity Cheerleaders.  This year, Spirit Week was on 

the week of October 17th and continued through the 21st.  On Monday, the halls were filled with  

students wearing red of all forms for Red Day.  Tuesday, students were showing off their superhero or 

Star Wars attire for Superhero/Star Wars Day and on Wednesday everyone broke out their cowboy 

hats, boots, and flannels for Western Day.  On the 20th, the school was filled with suspenders and 

glasses for Nerd Day.  To wrap things up for the week, the halls were filled with West Greene's colors 

for Blue and Gold Day!  It was nice to see so much enthusiasm floating around the halls for Spirit 

Week!! 

 
 

National Red Ribbon week is upon us. The oldest and largest drug prevention program in the 

nation is “celebrated” October 21-31 every year. Although our  school celebrated early, the week of the 

17th—21st. While most students see it as a week filled with wacky themes to dress up as, and pledge 

not to do drugs, it is so much more than that and the story behind it is just as powerful.  

 It pays tribute to DEA Special Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena. He was assigned to a Mexican 

office where he tracked the country’s biggest marijuana and cocaine traffickers. Then in 1985 he was 

extremely close to uncovering a multi-billion dollar drug pipeline. But then on February 7 of the same 

year he was kidnapped, tortured, and then murdered by Mexican drug traffickers. His tragic and sudden 

death showcases the dangers of drugs and trafficking.  

 Soon after his death, Congressman Duncan Hunter and his friend Henry Lozano started 

“Camarena Clubs” in Kiki’s hometown of Calexico, California, The hundreds of members pledged to 

have drug-free lives in honor of Camarena. The pledges were delivered to First Lady, of the time,  

Nancy Reagan at a national conference. Several parent organizations there then prompted community 

groups to wear red ribbons during the last week of October to show their drug-free commitment. The 

first actual Red Ribbon week celebrations were held in La Mirada and Norwalk, CA. In 1988, the  

National Family Partnership (NFP) coordinated the first National Red Ribbon Week, with President 

and Mrs. Reagan serving as honorary chairpersons.  

 Currently, the NFP estimates that more than 80 million people participate in Red Ribbon events 

each year. Red Ribbon Week educates people on the destructive effects of drugs and encourages 

healthy lifestyles. Many communities celebrate by wearing red ribbons decorating things in red,  

holding parades and events, etc. This year’s theme is: “YOLO: Be Drug Free.” Our school’s daily 

themes were:   

Monday: We are “Red-y” to live a Drug free life 

Tuesday: The drug free force is with you 

Wednesday: Give drugs the boot! 

Thursday: We are smarter than drugs 

Friday: School Spirit. Wear Your Blue & Gold 



The Informer Page 13 

 

 

The cheer squad. The Cross Country team.  Seniors battle for the spirit stick  

for the last time. 

Some of the Varsity Football team 

“entertaining” the crowd. 

Madison Six in a cheer mount. Mr. Tanner announcing at the rally. 

The band warming up. Katya showing her school sprit.  The juniors take a shot at  

getting the spirit stick. 

Who’s gonna win.. P-I-O-N-E-E-R-S!! Kolton Rush getting pepped  

at the pep rally. 

Kersten Kisner up in a cheer mount! 
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Last year’s King snd Queen, Owen Main 

and Kaitlin Kruezer. 

The marching band waiting for their cue. Savannah Britt, leading the court  

members down the field. 

The 2016 Homecoming King, Austin 

Smith, and the Queen, Hannah Reed. 

Kaitlin crowning the Queen, Hannah.  Kaitlin and Owen crowning  

this year’s winner.  

Senior attendant Hailey Pierson,  

escorted by Noah Lemley. 

Senior attendant Hannah Reed,  

escorted by Austin Smith. 

Senior attendant Alexis Bamberger,  

escorted by Dylan Morgan. 

Sophomore attendant Hannah Pettit,  

escorted by Jeremiah Miller. 

Junior attendant Bailey Machesky,  

escorted by Christian Fox. 

Freshmen attendant Amber Finch,  

escorted by Andrew Litton. 
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Where did you come from,  

Cotton-Eye Joe?  

Jump on it! Allen, Noah, and Tyler cutting a rug. 

Madison Six and Shelby Morris dancing 

to the Cha Cha Slide. 

Cha Ching!  Cassidy Chambers and Courtney Ross 

posing for the camera. 

The Homecoming Court’s slow dance. Dancing the night away. The King & Queen   

Austin Smith and Hannah Reed. 

Taking a break from dancing.  Seniors having fun with  

photo booth props. 

Smiling for the camera. 
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What’s your favorite Hallow-

een costume that you have 

dressed up as? 

What’s your favorite way to 

celebrate Halloween? 

What’s your top three favor-

ite Halloween candies? 

Marissa Rode 

(Grade 12) 

“A Dalmatian when  

I was little. ” 

“Going to Halloween parties 

with friends.” 

“Reese’s cups, kit-kat,  

snickers.” 

 Patrick Hughes 

(Grade 12) 
“I don’t really have one.” “We usually don’t.” “Twix, snickers, kit-kat.” 

Madison Renner 

(Grade 11) 
“A werewolf.” “Staying at home.” 

“Milky Way, Starburst,  

and Smarties.” 

Brayden Black 

(Grade 11) 
“Scream” “Go trick-or-treating.” 

“kit-kat, Reese’s cups,  

skittles.” 

Jade Rittenhouse 

(Grade 10) 
“An alien.” “Trick-or-treating.” 

“Smarties, Milk Way, 

M&Ms” 

 Dakota Dulaney 

(Grade 10) 
“A clown.” 

“Sit with my family  

and eat candy.” 

“Twix, Snickers,  

Milky Way.” 

Amber Finch  

(Grade 9) 
“A goddess” 

“Staying in my room and 

watching Netflix.” 

“Candy Corn, Candy Apples, 

Popcorn Balls.” 

Kolin Walker  

(Grade 9) 
“A clown” “Going to parties.” 

“Snickers, M&Ms,  

Reese’s cups.” 

Lexi Van Dyne 

(Grade 8) 
“A cupcake” 

“Giving out candy and seeing 

what the little kids dress up 

as.” 

“Reese’s cups, Snickers,  

Butterfinger.” 
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What’s your favorite Hallow-

een costume that you have 

dressed up as? 

What’s your favorite way to 

celebrate Halloween? 

What’s your top three favor-

ite Halloween candies? 

Chase Blake 

(Grade 8) 
“Whoopie-cushion.” “Trick-or-treating.” 

“Skittles, Smarties,  

Take 5 bar.” 

BreAnn Jackson  

(Grade 7) 
“Scarecrow.” “Trick-or-treating.” 

“Snickers, Starburst,  

Lollipops.” 

Dalton Lucey  

(Grade 7) 
“Clown.” “Trick-or-treating. “Kit-kat, Reese’s, Twix.” 

Mr. Tanner 

(Faculty) 

“In  3rd grade, I dressed up 

as the Green Lantern. I was 

the only one.” 

“As an adult, I like to hand 

out the candy and see the 

little kids all dressed up.’” 

“Candy corn, nut covered 

candy apples, Lasagna.” 

Ms. Fedak  

(Faculty) 

“I went as Snookie one year 

and made a cheetah dress 

and had a big wig.” 

“Bon fire with friends.” 
“Twix, Snickers,  

Reese’s cups.” 

Mrs. Cowden  

(Staff) 
“Batman” “Getting candy.” 

“Gummy bears, Nerds,  

Skittles.” 

Mrs. Tennyson 

(Staff) 
“Gillie off of S&N” “Getting candy.” 

“Take 5, Snickers,  

Sour Patch Kids.” 
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 As all of you should know, there is a new superintendent in the district.  

Lovely Mrs. Szarell retired at the end of last year after her 41years of dedicated  

service to the district, the most recent 12 serving as Superintendent.   

This year, the new Superintendent is... Mr. Brian Jackson. While he is  

already rather well known locally, he is an assistant coach of the Varsity Football 

team, he’s still new to the position here at WG. If you see him around, be sure to tell 

him “Hi,” or “Congratulations,” or ask him how it’s going.   
 

Question:  Where did you attend high school? 

Answer: I graduated from West Greene High School in 1978.  
 

Question: Did you participate in any clubs/extracurricular activities in high school? 

If so, what?  

Answer: Athletics- I participated in Football, Wrestling, and Track.  

 Clubs – Varsity Club (at that time it was called the Lettermen’s Club), Stu-

dent Council, Yearbook,  

Drama, and Vocational Agriculture.  

 Drama – I had parts in “Yankee Doodle Dandy” and “The Mouse That Roared” 

Question: Where did  you go to college? What did you major in?  

Answer: I graduated from Waynesburg University in 1982 with a Bachelors of Arts. My Specific Degree was 

History and Social Studies Education. I graduated from California University of Pennsylvania in 1994 with a 

Masters of Education and Administrative Certification. I received the Superintendent Letter of Eligibility from 

California University of Pennsylvania in 2007.  
 

Question: Why did you decide to become a superintendent?  

Answer: I became Superintendent of Schools for the California Area School District in 2012. I served as High 

School Principal there as well for nine years. During that time I also had several district level administrative 

e duties that led to eventually becoming the Superintendent.  
 

Question: Have you had other positions of authority previous to this job? (Or just what other jobs have you had 

previously?) 

Answer: I served as a High School Principal for 19 years. Ten of those years were at West Greene and nine at  

California. While at California, I also served as Assistant Superintendent, Federal Programs Coordinator, and 

Superintendent of Schools. This year will be my 24th year as an administrator.  
 

Question: What is the best part of your job? 

Answer: I enjoy interacting with the school community and the student body. I especially like watching  

our students mature into young adults.  
 

Question: What is the worst part of your job? 

Answer: State and Federal unfunded mandates are the worst. The worst part of this job is trying to find the  

monies needed to move the district in a positive direction. The state and federal governments hand down  

mandates that districts are required to fund. Such mandates make it very difficult, financially, on school districts. 

As a result, districts may need to cut programs in order to fund such mandates  

 

Question: What are some hobbies you have? 

Answer: I enjoy being with my family, spending time with friends, coaching, and hunting.  
           (Continued on Page 19) 
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 Ms. Willis is the substitute chemistry teacher for Mrs. Doody this year. Since she’s new here, I  

interviewed her so everyone could get to know her better. 

 

Question:  What made you want to be a teacher? 

Answer: My high school teacher. I thought about it when I was younger, then kept going with chemistry and 

went back to school to become a teacher. 

 

Question:  How long have you been teaching? 

Answer: This is my first teaching job. I student taught last year. 

 

Question:  What interested you in chemistry? 

Answer: I thought chemistry was exciting in high school. I took two more years and then kept going in college. I 

always liked science. 

 

Question:  Was teaching your first career choice? 

Answer: No, I worked in a lab before teaching, but I didn’t want to continue. I wasn’t very fond of working there 

every day, so I went back to college for teaching. 

 

Question:  How long did it take you to get your degree? 

Answer: I went to get my graduate degree in chemistry for 4 years, 

and then I went back to college for 2 years for teaching. 

 

Question:  Was it difficult getting your degree? 

Answer: It was a lot of work to get it. 

 

Question:  What would you like to be doing if you weren’t teaching? 

Answer: I would still like to be working in a lab. 

 

Question:  What is your favorite part about teaching? 

Answer: Different kids make it interesting. It is definitely not the same 

thing every day. 

 

Question:  Do you plan on going back to college and continuing your education and getting any more degrees? 

Answer: I don’t think so. 

 
 

Question: What is your favorite thing about West Greene?  

Answer: My favorite thing about West Greene is the people. Particularly the friendships I have with so many 

people in this community.  

 

Question: Did you see yourself having this job when you were younger?  

Answer: Absolutely not! I saw myself following in my father’s footsteps. He was a hardworking man and loved 

to drive his truck (eighteen-wheeler) cross country. I was recruited for wrestling which led me to attend college. 

I eventually selected education as a course of study and didn’t look back. Now I’m back where I started.  
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 The SAT and ACT tests are essential components for getting into college. Mostly every college 

requires students to have taken either one, and to have scored decently on them. Both of them you can 

take more than once, if you aren’t happy with your score. The essay portion of both tests is optional, but 

if you do take it, it is an additional fee. The SAT is $45 without the essay and with the essay is $57. The 

ACT without an essay is $42.50 and with an essay is $58.50. To register for the SAT visit 

www.collegeboard.org. To register for the ACT visit www.act.org. Each website offers in depth  

instructions on how to register, how/when to receive scores, what to bring on test day, etc. They also 

offer practice for the test and tips on how to do your best.  
 

SAT Important Dates 

 

 

ACT Important Dates 

 

 

Test Taking Tips: 

 Always guess, even if you don’t know. You aren’t penalized for guessing, so never leave a question 

blank. 
 Use process of elimination. 
 Pace yourself.  
 Use extra time wisely. Check over your answers. Make sure everything is bubbled in correctly. 

Test Date Registration Deadline 
Late Registration Deadline 

(Additional Fee) 

December 3, 2016 November 3, 2016 November 22, 2016 

January 21, 2017 December 21, 2016 January 10, 2017 

March 11, 2017 February 10, 2017 February 28, 2017 

May 6, 2017 April 7, 2017 April 25, 2017 

June 3, 2017 May 9, 2017 May 24, 2017 

Test Date Registration Deadline 
Late Registration Deadline 

(Additional Fee) 

December 10, 2016 November 4, 2016 November 5-18, 2016 

February 11, 2017 January 13, 2017 January 14-20, 2017 

April 8, 2017 March 3, 2017 March 4-17, 2017 

  June 10, 2017 May 5, 2017 May 6-19, 2017 

 
 WG Publications 

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.act.org
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 What is a veteran? A veteran is a person who has served in the military. Kids today 

don’t realize the devastation and sacrifices young men and women had to deal with during 

the wars. The men and women, for instance, had to go fight for everybody’s freedom. And 

we take that for granted. We don’t realize how horrible war was. The women had to stay 

home and cook, clean, and take care of their children. But with some veterans who are 

still alive, and who are willing to teach our kids about their hard times, are coming to tell 

us about their experience with the military.  

 Has every single veteran shot a gun at somebody and had a “piece of action?” No, 

but that doesn’t mean they aren’t veterans. Just because a man has went to the military 

but only for basic training or someone who hasn’t shot a gun doesn’t mean he’s less special 

or important to the men who have. When today’s kids hear the word “military,” they  

automatically think guns and shooting. They don’t think about the basic training and 

stuff like that that has nothing to do with shooting. Also, when they see a man with some 

type of disability, they automatically think something strange is wrong with them. But 

that’s not always the case. Some disabilities aren’t always because of what today’s kids 

think they’re from. Some of those disabilities are battle scars that those people have to 

live with the rest of their lives. They are memories. Even though they don’t really seem 

like it, they all have stories behind them. But thanks to the vets who are taking time to 

come in, our kids get to learn more about what a veteran is and their story and everything 

they need to know about what they have been through. 

 This day will be coming soon. It is our Veteran’s Day Program. This will be taking 

place Thursday November 10th at 9:15 a.m. in our school’s auditorium and the High 

School Choir is singing the national anthem at this event. This is a great way to allow 

kids to actually hear a veteran who stands right in front of them talk about their life of 

military. The veterans who are coming to talk about what they have done for our country 

are wonderful people for both serving for our freedom and living to spread their life story. 

And let’s not forget about the poor veterans who have also lost their lives for us. Our vets 

go all the way back from the Revolutionary War (1775-1782) to the Iraq War (2003-2011). 

So our West Greene Pioneers are proud to say that we are proud of our Veterans, we  

solute them, and we look up to 

them. Not only do our vets have an 

amazing history, they also give 

meaning to our country. Without 

them, today, our country would be 

nothing. We wouldn’t have life, lib-

erty, or the pursuit of happiness.  

 

 

 
  (Continued on Page 22) 
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 We are very thankful to everybody who has had an impact on our futures. People 

don’t realize how lucky we are to have what we do today. They don’t realize that without 

our veterans, we would not be where we are today. We take everything for granted and we 

have way too much freedom. Not that freedom isn’t a good thing, but too much freedom 

isn’t necessarily a good thing. Too much freedom indicates that we don’t appreciate our 

country enough to stay active or put our phones down for five minutes. And everybody can 

thank our vets for our freedom. And some of our militaries are still putting troops in areas 

to fight. Like our Air Force, Navy, and Army are all still battling enemies. They’re still 

fighting to keep our freedom and what we have accomplished. So, all you parents better 

be prepared for your little one to come home and tell you all about what they have learned 

about Veteran lives on November 10th 2016. 

 

 
 

 West Greene Publications does more than make the yearbook or print The Informer.   

Publications also has a Facebook page!  On this page, we like to keep students and the community  

updated on the happenings in, and around, school.  Have a question about when an event 

is happening? Check Facebook!  Can’t see our posts?  Click the like button and follow 

us to get updates on your newsfeed!  You can even set it up to get notifications for when 

we post, so that you don’t have to scroll through your newsfeed to find a certain event!  

Keep yourself and your friends updated!!  Like ‘WG Publications’ on Facebook today! 

 
 

This Presidential Election is an interesting one with Democratic Nominee Hillary Clinton, and 

the Republican Nominee Donald Trump. Hillary Clinton, the wife of former President Bill Clinton, was 

the United States Senator from New York from 2001 to 2009 and served as Secretary of State under 

President Barack Obama from 2009 to 2013. Hillary Clinton announced Virginia Senator Tim Kaine as 

her running mate. Clinton has focused her candidacy on several themes, including raising middle class 

incomes, expanding women's rights, instituting campaign finance reform, and improving the Affordable 

Care Act. 

Donald Trump, an American businessman, politician, television personality, and author, he  

began his campaign on June 16, 2015. Trump is the nominee of the Republican Party for President,  

having won the most state primaries, caucuses, and delegates to the 2016 Republican National  

Convention. Trump chose Indiana governor Mike Pence as his Vice Presidential running mate. Trump's  

populist positions in opposition to illegal immigration and various free trade agreements, such as his 

opposition to the Trans-Pacific Partnership, have earned him support especially among white,  

blue-collar voters. Many of his remarks have been controversial and have helped his campaign garner  

extensive coverage by the mainstream media, trending topics, and social media. 
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 Halloween is just around the corner, which means it’s almost time to go trick or treating. Trick 

or treating this year is from 10/27/16 to 10/31/16 depending on where you live. In addition to trick or 

treating, Rices Landing Borough will be having a parade on Sunday, October 30. On October 31 there 

will be the annual Halloween Spooktacular on the steps of the Greene County Courthouse. Judging be-

gins at 8:30 am. The prizes will be given out at noon. If you go trick or treating this year though, avoid 

clowns or dressing as clowns for your own safety.  

 

 

Local Trick or Treat Times: 

 

10/29/16 
Perry Township: 5-7 pm 

 

10/30/16 

Cumberland Township: 4-6 pm 

Rices Landing Borough: 2-4pm 

 

10/31/16 
Aleppo Township: 6-8 pm 

Center Township: 6-7 pm 

Jefferson Township: 6-8 pm 

Monongahela Township: 6-8 pm 

Morris Township: 5:30-6:30 pm 

Richhill Township: 6-7 pm 

Wayne Township: 6-8 pm 
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Halloween Trivia: 
 Jack o’ Lanterns originated in Ireland where people placed candles in hol-

lowed-out turnips to keep away spirits and ghosts on the Samhain holiday. 

 The ancient Celts thought that spirits and ghosts roamed the countryside 

on Halloween night. They began wearing masks and costumes to avoid be-

ing recognized as human. 

 The fear of Halloween is known as Samhainopobia. 

 Orange and black are Halloween colors because orange is associated with 

fall harvest and black is associated with darkness and death. 

 If you see a spider on Halloween, it is considered a good luck, as it means 

the spirit of a loved one is guarding you. 

 The Ouija Board ended up outselling the game of  Monopoly in its first full 

year at Salem. Over two million copies of the Ouija Board were shipped. 

Mass Car 

Aid Part He 

Can you guess what 

the following says? 
Remember, it’s not about what 

you say, it’s what you hear! 
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The 2016-2017 Informer Staff: 
Sponsor: Mr. Rychtarsky 

 

 Rory Black Carter Bowser 

 Hannah Reed Emily Tedrow 

 Bryan Tharp DawnAnna Trout 

 Sage Vliet  Allen Willard 

To submit your material! 
 

 As The Informer is YOUR school newspaper, our staff is looking for 

your masterpieces.  Get your work published in The Informer!  You can sub-

mit many types of material—poetry, short stories (fiction and non-fiction), 

school news, sports news, community news, movie reviews, book reviews, 

favorite recipes, artwork, photography, comic strips, and much more! 
 

Submit your material by giving it to  

Mr. Rychtarsky, or e-mailing it to:  

informer@wgsd.org     

Get Published! 
 

 All submissions must be of good taste, and are subject to editing for 

length, and the correction of any grammar or spelling errors.  By submitting 

material to The Informer, you agree that your material may be used for our 

print publication, and on our web publication - accessible through our school 

district website -  www.wgsd.org 

Friday, November 4, 2016 

Fall Harvest Day……………………..............…………….………………………………………...1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

 

Friday, November 11, 2016 

Veterans Day……………………………………………………….........................................................School Closed 

 

Wednesday, November 23, 2016 

2 1/2 Hour Early Dismissal - Thanksgiving Break……........................................................................12:45 PM 

 

Thursday, November 24 through Monday, November 28, 2016 

Thanksgiving Break……...……..............………………….................................................................School Closed 

 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Students Return………………….………………………………………………………………………………..7:55 AM  

 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 

Band and Choir Winter Concert..…………………………...................…………...................……….…….7:00 PM 

 

Friday, December 23 through Monday, January 2, 2016 

Winter Break………………………………………………………………………………………………..School Closed 
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The photograph below was taken somewhere in our school. 

Part of it has been cut out for an added challenge. 

Can you figure our what is in the photo, AND where in our school it was taken? 

You could win a $1.00 voucher to our school cafeteria! 

Three Ways to Submit Your Answer! 
1. E-mail  your answer to: informer@wgsd.org. 

Please include “Picture This” in the subject line. 

2. Text your answer to the same address: informer@wgsd.org. 

Be sure to have parental permission to text, and remember - 

the unauthorized use of cell phones during class time is PROHIBITED. 

3. Fill out a contest entry ticket. 

Entry tickets are available in Mr. Rychtarsky’s room (401).  

All entries must include your full name, 

grade, and homeroom teacher name. 

One winner from Middle School, and one from High School  

will be chosen from all correct responses. 

Winners will receive a voucher for use in our school cafeteria!  

Picture This 


