
Dear Families and Students, 
 
As we try to navigate starting school as safely as we can, there are a lot of decisions to make.  I 
will try and keep you informed as decisions are made.  Again, we are trying to keep the safety 
of our schools in the center of all of the decisions that we are making. 
 
It has been decided that students in K-12 will need to wear masks on school grounds, when 
social distancing isn’t possible during school beginning on August 17.  Parents may choose to 
opt. their child(ren) out of this requirement if they sign an opt. out form that will be available as 
we get closer to the beginning of school.  We will provide masks to students, but students may 
wear their own mask/face covering should they choose. There will be more information about 
these as we get closer to school. 
 
Another decision that was made is that we will require students to wear masks on school 
transportation.  Students won’t be able to opt. out in this situation. 
 
Our staff will also be required to wear masks when school begins unless they are working alone 
in a classroom, office, or able to socially distance outside. 
 
There were several reasons that led to these decisions.  One is the many national, state, and 
local health groups are recommending the use of masks/face coverings to slow the spread of 
the virus.  We are aware that there are new cases that have been appearing in our area.  I know 
that there are many differing opinions as to the spread, severity, etc. of this virus.  Again, we 
are doing things to try to be as safe as we can.   
 
Another reason that I think makes a huge difference to me as a parent is the possibility of 
quarantine.  In our meetings with Public Health Solutions, we have been told that if a 
child/person in a classroom would be a confirmed positive case, contact tracing would take 
place.  If others in the classroom were not wearing masks, they may be quarantined for 14 days.  
If students were in masks, only the student that tested positive would need to quarantine.  
Quarantine is a Health District decision.   
 
I think maybe the most important take away that I had from talking with Public Health Solutions 
(our Health District) is that masks will help the chances of students being able to remain in 
school with classmates and stay involved in their activities.   
 
We realize that masks will be an inconvenience at first.  We are creating plans to help provide 
mask free breaks when possible.  It might mean that our class schedules, lunch times, recess 
times, etc. have to be adjusted.  Again, masks would be needed when social distancing isn’t 
possible.  We will try and find times for the students to be socially distanced throughout the 
day.  Some ideas we’ve worked with are tables outside to spread out at lunch or possibly other 
class times.  We may also try using more outside spaces for some classes when weather makes 
it possible. 
 



 
If you have questions, please contact me.  Again, I know that there are many differing opinions 
as to what to believe about COVID.  We are trying to be as responsible as we can.  I will send 
out a notice when we have the opt. out forms available. 
 
I will continue to provide information regarding the fall as decisions are made.   
 
This won’t last forever.  We will get through this together. 
 
I look forward to meeting you and your child, 
 
Josh Cumpston 


