
Policy of Release to Visibly Impaired Persons 
 
The intent of this policy is to ensure a child’s safe trip home from the child care program.  
 
A child’s safety is a primary concern to MSAD #49 Child Care Program. This concern extends 
through the release of the child to her/his parent or guardian at the end of each day. Therefore, 
for the protection of the children, the following procedures have been developed regarding the 
release of children to parents/persons who are visibly impaired and who may not be able to drive 
a child home safely. 
 
If a parent arrives to pick up a child and exhibits behavior such as, slurred or incoherent speech, 
difficulty walking, or other unusual behaviors that may indicate use of drugs and /or alcohol, 
MSAD #49 child care will take the following action: 
 

1.  A staff member will inform and discuss with the parent his/her concerns (to the extent 
possible). 

2.  The staff member will inquire as to the parent’s intended means for transporting the 
child. 

3.  If the parent intends to drive, the staff member will encourage the parent to consider 
alternatives (i.e., calling a friend or relative, or taxi). 

4.  If the parent insists on driving in an impaired condition, the staff will inform the 
parent that she/he will call the police with the name of the driver and passengers, 
vehicle information, and our concern that the child is in danger. A call will also be 
made to the Department of Human Services.  

5.  The child care Director will telephone the parent the following day to arrange a 
meeting, which will include the teacher, to discuss the incident and to review the 
Policy.  

6.  Due to legal consequences, a second incident requiring the staff to intervention will 
result in terminating child care services for that family. 
 
 

Release Policy 
 
I have read this policy on releasing children to parents who appear to be impaired due to 
alcohol or drug use and understand the procedure. 
 
 
_________________________________                              _______________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature     Date 
 


