
Reopening School Update 

Waitsburg School District has put together a team to review how schools will reopen in the fall 

of 2020 for in-person instruction to meet the needs of our students, staff, and families. We are 

committed to developing a plan where students are in classrooms as much as possible to be able 

to rebuild relationships with teachers and staff while at the same time rebuilding their 

relationships with their peers. We are also making plans to conduct our educational experience in 

the event where state or county health officials might cause us to limit how often we are able to 

meet in the event of an outbreak. 

We recognize that reopening schools is not a “one-size-fits-all” solution. Reopening schools is 

based on the needs of our different age groups, the physical layout of our buildings, and the 

different resources we have across the district. and as such, it has been determined that we will 

be reopening schools next fall on a hybrid schedule where we will have two groups attend 

classes physically as well as working from home. This means that our students will attend school 

physically 2 days a week and work from home 3 days a week. This will affect all grades K – 12.  

Our preschool has traditionally operated on an A/B schedule where group A is our 3 year olds 

that meet in the morning, group B is our 4 year olds, and they meet in the afternoon. We do not 

anticipate any changes there, as the class sizes are small enough to meet social distancing 

guidelines.  

In addition to creating how our students will be able to come back into our buildings, there are 

four major requirements for reopening our schools for in-person instruction. The four 

requirements are the following; 1) Entry screening for all students and staff to determine if they 

have a fever or are experiencing any symptoms of the virus, 2) Social distancing between 

individuals of at least six feet throughout the day, 3) Hand washing scheduled throughout the 

school day, and 4) Face coverings or clear plastic face shields are to be worn throughout the day.  

Through community forums and surveys, families have expressed their concerns about wearing 

facemasks all day for their children. Because of this concern, some families have expressed their 

desire to remain home and seek a distance learning or homeschool alternative rather than 

participate in school under the current requirements. Even though we are confident that our staff 

and families can work together to implement these requirements in a kind and compassionate 

way, we also understand the need to plan for an alternative. We will have available for students 

and their families who wish not to have their students return because of concerns an online 

alternative.  

Waitsburg School District would like to thank you again for your patience, grace and support as 

we work together to navigate the complexities of a pandemic now and for the future. The 

uncertainty and constant change are challenging us in ways we have never experienced. It makes 

it very difficult to plan and create solutions, however, we will do whatever it takes to meet the 

needs of our students and staff and provide a safe and healthy environment for all to provide a 

high quality education. We are a family and we will get through this together to make this 

situation the best experience for all.  


