June 8, 2020

Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

The Olympia Board of Education of the Olympia CUSD #16 was called to order by President Kevin Frazier for a regular scheduled meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 8, 2020 in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Kevin Frazier, Carolyn Hansen, Steve Matter, Shawn Hohulin, & Mary Springer; and Superintendent Dr. Andrew S. Wise.

Also in attendance was Student Services Director Andy Walsh, Director of Maintenance Scott Thornton, & Dewberry Architects representative Tracy Coker.

NOTE:  Due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, the following Board members & Administrators attended virtually from other offices or their homes: Doug Maris & Lynn Cross; and Assistant Superintendent Laura O’Donnell.

Also attending virtually was Becky Meissner, Olympia Education Association representative, and Dewberry Architects representatives Michelle LaBarre & Brian Johns.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Frazier.

Approval of Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Mary Springer, to approve the Consent Agenda that included:

A. Approval of Agenda
B. Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session Minutes, from the May 11, 2020 regular scheduled Board of Education Meeting
C. Approval of Bills and Financial Reports
D. Approval of the following resignations:
1. Alex Castillo – OHS Girls’ Head Soccer Coach, effective May 14, 2020
2. Stevie Miller – OMS Girls’ 8th Grade Volleyball Coach, effective May 11, 2020
3. Kaitlin Schroeder – 2nd Grade Teacher at Olympia North Elementary, effective June 1, 2020
E. Approval of the transfer of Vickie Powell from OHMS Cafeteria Personnel to Cafeteria Personnel at Olympia North Elementary, effective for the 2020-2021 school year
F. Approval of the employment of the following Education Support Personnel effective for the 2020-2021 school year:
1. Pat Heck – OHMS Cafeteria Personnel
2. Shari Brammeier – OHMS Cafeteria Personnel
G. Approval of the new Teacher Mentors as listed, effective for the 2020-2021 school year
H. Approval of the new OHS Dual Credit Teachers as listed, effective for the 2020-2021 school year
I. Approval of Kathy Jackson as Head Teacher at Olympia North Elementary (split stipend w/ Terri Steffen), effective for the 2020-2021 school year
J. Approval of Early Graduation for OHS students as listed, effective at the end of the 2020-2021 first semester and pending all qualifications have been met
K. Approval of the Consolidated District Plan
L. Approval of the renewal of contract with IASB for Boardbook services, effective July 1, 2020 – June 30, 20201
M. Approval to keep Executive Session Minutes closed from July 2019 – December 2019, and to destroy any audio recording of Executive Session Minutes older than 18 months

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Springer (aye), Matter (aye), Maris (aye),
Hohulin (aye), Cross (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Communications

Tracy Coker of Dewberry Architects, along with Michelle LaBarre & Brian Johns, presented a Schematic Phase for the renovation project at Olympia South Elementary.  With Board approval, the design development phase would begin on July 1, 2020, and if able to stay on schedule, the entire project is slated to be completed in summer of 2022.

Administrative Committee Reports

There were no Administrative Committee Reports.

Administrative Reports

Building Principal Reports were shared, each telling of student successes with remote learning and their virtual end-of-year celebrations.

Student Services Director Walsh commended the entire Education Support Personnel staff for all of the work they had done in the 2019-2020 school year, especially during the last 3 months of remote learning.  With this in mind, he and Superintendent Wise recommended an updated ESP Salary increase for the 2020-2021 school year.

Mr. Walsh announced that approximately $152,000 will be received for Nickel Lease purchases during the 2020-2021 school year.  With this amount, the Technology department plans to purchase iPads, Chromebooks, and cases for these devices, as well as a screen for the OHMS auditorium and materials for Project Lead The Way.  Mr. Walsh commended Network Technology Director Joe Salzer and Instructional Technology Director Sean Mullins for their continued work making sure Olympia’s equipment is meeting the needs of the students.

Lastly, Mr. Walsh announced that he and Assistant Superintendent Laura O’Donnell will be meeting with local village leaders to discuss, update, and renew current intergovernmental agreements. 

Assistant Superintendent O’Donnell presented the 2020-2021 District Consolidated Plan.  The State requires this Plan to be submitted each year which informs them of the District’s Title 1 & Special Education Grant expenditures.  Mrs. O’Donnell noted that to create the Plan, a needs assessment is done.  This assessment includes looking at achievement data, social/emotional data, & standardized scores.  Mrs. O’Donnell shared that Olympia’s special education population continues to diversify, however an attempt to meet those needs continues by expanding the program and providing resources to assist with differentiation of instruction within the general education classrooms, as well as the special education classrooms.

Mrs. O’Donnell announced that plans and possible actions needed are being made for a safe & timely return to school.  She noted that each department will see changes and challenges, but training modules will be provided for all employees, as well as training by the Illinois Department of Public Health.  Mrs. O’Donnell also announced that a State-approved Elementary & Secondary School Emergency Relief Grant has been made available.  This allocation will be used for expenses that have incurred since March 13, 2020, as well as future expenses incurred due to COVID.

Lastly, Mrs. O’Donnell shared results from a Parent Remote Learning Survey.  Over 200 parents completed the survey with a variety of responses, as well as new ideas.  The Olympia Advisory Council will be meeting soon to include these parent responses/ideas with the draft of tentative plans.

Superintendent Wise commended Student Services Director Walsh for his work on the FY20 final Amended Budget and the FY21 Working Budget.  He shared that in the process of restructuring the District’s debt and obtaining Construction bonds, paying off a previous bond issue would allow borrowing money again, while keeping the rate flat.  He noted that when the bond levy dollars come in each year, a transfer of $1.2 million will go to either the Working Cash fund or the Education fund, until there is again an ability to restructure or issue bonds.

Superintendent Wise recommended the approval of the annual Designation of Accrued Interest.  He shared that in order to spend the interest earned in each fund, the District has to declare the interest via the Designation of Accrued Interest. 

Lastly, Superintendent Wise presented the latest revised Board Policies for approval.  He also recommended approval of the 2020-2021 educational support personnel compensation increase.

Other Business

In other business, Dr. Wise thanked the Board for addressing the facility at Olympia South Elementary School.  In addition, Board members presented Superintendent Wise with a picture collage of the Olympia District and his service years in the District.  Superintendent Wise will begin his employment as Superintendent of the Center Cass School District in Downers Grove on July 1, 2020.  Dr. Wise thanked the Board, employees, and community for the support over the last 20 years and shared “it has been an honor and privilege to serve the Olympia School District”.


Action Items

A motion was made by Shawn Hohulin, seconded by Carolyn Hansen to approve the Resolution to abate the Working Cash Fund in the amount of $2,482,000 to the Bond and Interest Fund to pay for the Series 2016 bond issue.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hohulin (aye), Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Maris (aye),
Cross (aye), Springer (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Lynn Cross, seconded by Mary Springer to approve the designation of accrued interest to be spent on District operations.

Discussion.  Vote:  Cross (aye), Springer (aye), Hansen (aye), Matter (aye),
Maris (aye), Hohulin (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the final FY20 Amended Budget as presented by Superintendent Dr. Andrew Wise.

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Hansen (aye), Maris (aye), Hohulin (aye),
Cross (aye), Springer (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Mary Springer, seconded by Shawn Hohulin, to approve the 2020-2021 Fee Schedule.

Discussion.  Vote:  Springer (aye), Hohulin (aye), Hansen (aye), Matter (aye),
Maris (aye), Cross (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the FY21 Nickel Lease expenses in the amount of $152,000.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Maris (aye), Hohulin (aye),
Cross (aye), Springer (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Doug Maris, seconded by Lynn Cross, to approve the following IASB Board Policy revisions as presented by Superintendent Dr. Andrew Wise: 2:125, 2:160, 2:260, 5:10, 5:20, 5:60, 5:170, 6:280, 7:20, 7:70, 7:90. 7:180, 8:10, 8:30, 8:110.

Discussion.  Vote:  Maris (aye), Cross (aye), Hansen (aye), Matter (aye),
Hohulin (aye), Springer (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the renovation project at Olympia South Elementary, effective June 9, 2020.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Maris (aye), Hohulin (aye),
Cross (aye), Springer (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.
Opportunity for Public Input

There was no Public Input.

Executive Session

A motion was made by Shawn Hohulin, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to meet in Executive Session at 8:06 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Open Session

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to reconvene Open Session at 8:54 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Actions as a Result of Executive Session

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Lynn Cross, to approve the FY21 ESP and Administration Compensation as presented by Superintendent Andrew S.  Wise.

Discussion.  Vote:  Cross (aye), Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Maris (aye),
Hohulin (aye), Springer (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Lynn Cross, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to approve the non-renewal of employment for Barbara Seabourne, Bus Driver, effective June 8, 2020.

 Discussion.  Vote:  Cross (aye), Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Maris (aye),
Hohulin (aye), Springer (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.
  
Adjournment

A motion was made by Shawn Hohulin, seconded by Mary Springer, to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
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