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The Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education has approved the Searcy School 
District plan for traditional graduation ceremonies which will take place on Saturday, July 25, at 
Benson Auditorium on the Harding University campus. The purpose of this communication is to 
provide general information to students and parents about our revised plans for graduation. More 
specific information will follow for those involved.  

In order for Searcy High School to conduct commencement exercises, the graduation plan had to meet 
specific requirements. All state health directives--including facility capacity requirements, spacing 
requirements, and face coverings--must be followed. State officials may monitor ceremonies for 
compliance. We appreciate your cooperation in order to provide this experience for our 2020 graduates.  

Three ceremonies are scheduled for July 25.  The schedule is as follows:  
9:00 A.M.-- All Honor Graduates 
12:00 P.M.-- Graduates Last Name A - L 
3:00 P.M.-- Graduates Last Name M-Z 

Each graduating senior will be allotted eight (8) tickets for family/guests. High school staff will contact 
senior scholars with the details regarding tickets, seating, state health requirements, and other 
pertinent information. Additionally, Harding University has graciously offered to livestream each 
ceremony on July 25. It may be found on the Harding University cable channel or at the following 
website: https://thelink.harding.edu/tv16/ 

Photographers will be onsite to take graduation photos. Photo packages will be offered by the 
photographer.  

Searcy High School will hold graduation practices at the Benson Auditorium on Friday, July 24, at the 
following times: 

9:00 A.M.-- All Honor Graduates 
12:00 P.M.-- Graduates Last Name A-L 
3:00 P.M.-- Graduates Last Name M-Z 

NOTE: If there are major changes in the health conditions in the state and we are advised by the 
Arkansas Department of Health and/or the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to cancel our modified ceremonies, Searcy School District will notify parents and 

https://thelink.harding.edu/tv16/


scholars as soon as possible.  
 
Summary of State-Mandated Requirements for Approved Ceremonies  

1. Six-foot distancing requirements between household groups will be required.  

2. Six-foot distancing requirements between graduates will be observed.  

3. Graduates must be seated at least 12 feet from the audience. Graduates will be seated at least 6 
feet apart from each other in the front rows of the auditorium.  

4. Face coverings are required for all persons aged 10 and older and are strongly recommended 
for those younger than 10. Masks will be provided for the graduates.  All other attendees will 
need to provide their own face coverings and will not be admitted without one. Graduates may 
remove face coverings briefly for official photographs of the awarding of diplomas.  

5. No congregating will be allowed in parking lots, lobbies, outside the Benson Auditorium entrance, 
and other general areas of campus.  

6. Hand sanitizer stations will be available to the public.  

7. The facility must be sanitized before and after each ceremony. Participants must exit the facility 
promptly at the conclusion of the ceremony. This will allow proper time for cleaning.  

8. Administrative and security staff will monitor the ceremony and assist families as needed. Staff 
will escort families to specific seating areas.  

These requirements could change based on any new directives from the Governor, the Arkansas 
Department of Health, and the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education.  

We thank you for your support as we continue to celebrate the accomplishments of our 2020 
graduates. 

Diane Barrett, Superintendent 

 


