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GRADE 9 
(Showbie code 2PQ9B) 
Theme – Intro to Literature 
 
REQUIRED READING CP 
Something Wicked This Way 
Comes – Ray Bradbury 
 
REQUIRED READING 
HONORS 
Something Wicked This Way 
Comes – Ray Bradbury 
The Pearl – John Steinbeck 

GRADE 1O 
(Showbie code 6YZBT) 
Theme – World Literature 
 
REQUIRED READING CP 
Things Fall Apart – Chinua 
Achebe 
 
REQUIRED READING 
HONORS 
Things Fall Apart – Chinua 
Achebe 
The Joy Luck Club – Amy 
Tan 

 

GRADES 11/12 
(Showbie code T8VAE) 
Theme – American Lit 
 
REQUIRED READING CP 
Of Mice and Men – John 
Steinbeck 
 
REQUIRED READING 
HONORS 
Of Mice and Men – John 
Steinbeck 
The Awakening – Kate 
Chopin 

 

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Read the assigned books as listed.   
2. Students who are enrolled in honors must read both required texts. On-level (CP, or 

college prep, students) must read one required text.  
3. Students will write 4 reading response journals (not summaries) for each assigned 

book. 
4. Submit your journals to Showbie. Go online to www.showbie.com or download the 

app to sign up. Use the code provided that corresponds to the class in which you are 
enrolled and post your work there in one of the following manners:  

a. By uploading a typed document  
b. By submitting a photo of a handwritten page  
c. By recording a voice journal  
d. To be clear, DO NOT type your journal directly into the chat window.  

5. All journals must be received by August 18.   
6. Do not email journals. Contact me at ssmith@cressetchristian.org if you need 

instruction or assistance in using Showbie. 
7. See the next page(s) for additional information and instructions regarding journals. 



  

 

  

READING RESPONSE JOURNALS’ 
INSTRUCTIONS 

 
Four journals will be written: one after you finish the first fourth of the book, one 
after you finish one half of the book, one after you finish three-fourths of the book, 
and one after you complete the book. NOTE: If your book does not have chapters, 
please break up the number of pages into four sections. I recommend marking each 
section with post it flags in the beginning, as this will remind you to STOP AND 
WRITE. Each journal should be at least 3 paragraphs in length. You can't be wrong 
in your responses, as these reflect your personal reactions to the text. Take some 
risks and be honest.  
 
Use the sample prompts below to help you get started with expressing your 
likes/dislikes, confusion, and observations. These prompts are suggestions, not 
requirements. Tell me what you think something means. Make predictions about 
what might happen later. Use your personal experiences to connect with the plot, 
characters, setting, etc.  
 
Sample Prompts: 

 I really don't understand the part where . . .  
 I really like/dislike this idea because . . . 
 This character reminds me of somebody I know because . . . 
 This character reminds me of myself because . . . 
 I think this setting is important because . . . 
 This scene reminds me of a similar scene in (title of book/movie/T.V. show) 

because . . . 
 I like/dislike this writing because . . . 
 This part is very realistic/unrealistic because . . . 
 I think the relationship between ______and ______ is interesting because . . . 
 This section makes me think about . . . 
 If I were (name of character) at this point, I would . . . 
 I began to think of... 
 I noticed... 
 I'm not sure . . . 
 I wish that... 
 I was surprised . . . 



  

 

 

DO YOU WANT TO GET A JUMP ON NEXT YEAR? 

Studies show that to prevent what’s been termed the “summer slide” – where 
students can lose years of accumulated knowledge in just a few short months – a 
student need only read!  Though there are studies that recommend four books, I like 
to combine one or two books along with writing and analysis to keep the mental 
cogs turning.   
 
Further, during each quarter of the school year, students choose and read a text, or 
texts, independently using specified parameters.  I’m providing the opportunity 
here for you to elect to read a second (CP) or third (Honors) book during the 
summer and complete the journals for it by August 18.  This will count as your 
independent reading for the first quarter of the school year and will lighten your 
load in English as we start the year.  Please choose from the list below.   
 

Fahrenheit 451 – Ray Bradbury 
The Old Man and the Sea – Ernest Hemingway 

Little Women – Louisa May Alcott 
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court – Mark Twain 

Cry, the Beloved Country – Alex Paton 
The Once and Future King – T.H. White 

Speak – Laurie Halse Anderson 
Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 

The Hunchback of Notre Dame – Victor Hugo 
The Alchemist – Paulo Coelho 

Their Eyes Were Watching God – Zora Neale Hurston 
The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck 

Moby Dick – Herman Melville 
A Farewell to Arms – Ernest Hemingway 

The Help – Kathryn Stockett 
The Road – Cormac McCarthy 

Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte 
As I Lay Dying – William Faulkner 
Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 

A Prayer for Owen Meany – John Irving 
The House on Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros  

Invisible Man – Ralph Ellison 
Doctor Zhivago – Boris Pasternak 

The Jungle – Upton Sinclair 
 

 All works on this list are accepted college preparatory 
books; as such, all material may not be suitable for all 

students and may not reflect the standards of  
Cresset Christian Academy.  

Please be cognizant of what your child is reading! 
 


