
     

           

 

 

 

 

Dear New Lisbon School District Families, 

 

We hope you and your children are enjoying your summer.  

 

We want to provide the most current information on the upcoming school year as it becomes available.  As you 

can imagine, our team has much work to prepare for this upcoming school year.  We had two-hundred 

responses to our family survey sent on June 26th.  We are currently reviewing that data to plan different 

scenarios which may take place this year.  Your feedback will help in our decision-making.  

 

The Department of Public Instruction also released their recommendations on reopening schools in the 

Fall. Based on that guidance, individual school districts will make the best decisions for their local 

communities. We will also rely on guidance from federal, state, and local health departments, but we do not 

anticipate there will be any state-wide mandates. 

 

Our team is working on three possible options for returning to school this Fall: virtual, in-person, and a hybrid 

of the two.  Each of these educational options balance learning with student and staff health and 

safety.  These options are the frameworks we may implement or move between at any point during the school 

year depending upon recommendations from our state and county health departments.  We will 

be presenting these three options to the Board of Education for their review and feedback. Below is a brief 

overview of each. 

 

▪ Option 1 – Virtual Learning: 

In this plan, all students resume with online-only classes. Based on feedback, we are reviewing our use 

of curriculum and learning platforms to make it easier for parents and students. We would have more 

accountability and requirements for assessments, attendance and participation in live educational 

activities in this phase this Fall, as we now have more experience with this type of education.  We 

would also provide a broader range of support based on student needs.  

 

▪ Option 2 – Hybrid/ Split Schedule: 

This plan would include the following: 

▪ PK-6th grade students would attend five days per week with 20 or fewer students per class to 

allow for appropriate social distancing. 

▪ Junior high and high school students (7th-12th grades) would form cohorts which would learn 

both in-class and virtually.  This schedule may have students attend school using any of the 

following examples: 

o Example 1: Cohort 1 might attend school in-person on Monday and Thursday, while 

cohort 2 would attend school in-person Tuesday and Friday.  On the days when students 

are not in school, they would attend virtually at the times when their classes meet. On 
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Wednesday, both groups would be virtual, and the building is closed for thorough 

cleaning and disinfecting, and to allow teachers time to support virtual learning. 

o Example 2: Cohort 1 might attend school in-person on Monday and Tuesday, while 

cohort 2 would attend school in-person Wednesday and Thursday.  On the days when 

students are not in school, they would attend virtually at the times when their classes 

meet. On Friday, both groups are virtual, and the building is closed for thorough cleaning 

and disinfecting, and to allow teachers time to support virtual learning. 

o Example 3: Cohort 1 might attend school in-person during week one, while 

cohort 2 would attend school in-person week two.  On the days when students are not in 

school, they would attend virtually at the times when their classes meet.  Students would 

be attending school five days a week. 

 

▪ Option 3 – Traditional School Model: 

This plan would allow all students to attend school daily and incorporate necessary health safety 

standards.  Social distancing of six feet would be maintained when feasible.  Classrooms will be cleaned 

daily and hand sanitizing stations will be set up in each classroom and learning space.  Enhanced safety 

precautions will be put into place. 

 

▪ Additional Virtual-only Model: 

For a variety of reasons, we understand some families may want to choose virtual-only learning as an 

option for their children even if the District chooses to open in the Fall.  We are developing a plan that 

would include this option, although it would look different from virtual learning last spring.  Students 

would be interacting with their teachers with check-ins daily. Anyone wishing to choose this option 

would commit to this decision during the registration process for the entire semester. 

 

It is important to know that we are anticipating the possibility that we may need to move between the options as 

we continue to monitor current guidance from our local public health department. 

 

A final decision will be made within the next month on which option will be in place for the start of school on 

September 1, 2020. Please watch for additional communications with more information about the chosen option 

and online registration information. 

 

No matter how we begin next school, I am confident we will be prepared and ready to deliver the best possible 

educational experience to our students. 

 

Yours in Education, 

 
Adam Englebretson 

Superintendent 

School District of New Lisbon 

 

 

           

 


