
 
LATHROP R-II SCHOOL DISTRICT 

700 East Street   Lathrop, Missouri 64465 
www.lathropschools.com 

 
“Whatever it takes to go from good to great!” 

 
CHRIS FINE, SUPERINTENDENT 

   Chris.fine@lathropschools.com 
   Phone: 816-528-7500      Fax: 816-528-7514 

 
July 10, 2020 

Good Evening Mule Nation! 

As we move closer to the start date for the 2020-2021 school year, just six weeks away now, we 
thought it important to keep you apprised of our ongoing planning and preparations for the start 
of school this coming August 25. Lathrop R-II School District leaders have been developing a 
plan for restarting school this fall which we believe will address the needs of families while 
keeping students and staff safe and healthy. This plan which is set to be publicly released by 
July 17 is the product of not just community engagement in our district, but also that of a 
collaboration where school district leaders all across our region communicate and share ideas 
from their local communities and health officials. While our plan will be unique to Lathrop R-II, it 
will have also been vetted through and compared to other plans in our region to ensure every 
appropriate precaution is considered. Here’s what we know now.  

School will begin live and face-to-face this August.  Coursework for most classes will be offered 
both in the classroom and virtually via either Seesaw or Google Classroom.  This way, students 
who are unable to physically attend school or choose not to attend can still learn virtually, the 
same material students in class are learning. For students attending classes at one of our 
schools, the school will be the same, but our practices will be much different. Our support 
services staff will be implementing improved cleaning and disinfecting procedures. Breakfast 
and lunch procedures and even bell schedules will be modified with the intent of keeping 
students and staff healthy. Other safety measures may be incorporated into the plan as 
guidance from local, state and federal health professionals as officials continue to be revised.  

With the details of our plan being released in just a few days, it is important all of us do our part 
to ensure every student is successful in the upcoming school year. What can you do to help? 
First, whether learning from school or at home, it is important to recognize things will be 
different. We all will have to remain flexible and ready to contribute to student success. Second, 
and equally important, be safe. The more students and adults alike follow guidelines from our 
local health officials and the CDC, the more we can reduce the spread of COVID 19.  

We all know that these are challenging times for our students, families, staff and our 
communities as a whole. If we all work together, we will continue to provide a high quality 
educational experience for all. Thanks to each and everyone for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Fine 
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