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Meridian CUSD #15 

Returning to School District Plan 

2020 - 2021 School Year 

 

Return to School Plan Summary 

The Return to School plan for the Meridian CUSD #15 District is based on many sources of information. 
Other supplemental documents of this Plan include: the Returning to School Q&A and the Blended 
Learning Plan for each school building (Elementary, Middle, and High School). 

 

Current guidance has recommended that each school district in Illinois develop a Return to School plan.  
Districts could share in many similar aspects to their plans while at the same time have unique 
differences in key areas due to building design, staffing considerations, available technology, and the 
educational supports available within each school district.       

 

Districts currently are not required to implement plans that copies those of other area school districts, 
nor the guidelines and recommendations issued by ISBE (Illinois State Board of Education), IDPH (Illinois 
Department of Public Health), CDC (Center for Disease Control), or the Illinois Governor’s office during 
the 2020-2021 school year.  The Illinois Governor has publicly stated that there will be no penalty to 
schools who choose not to follow the published guidelines and recommendations, but he hopes that 
Districts will work towards a common goal of safety in reducing the spread of the COVID-19 virus in the 
Plans that they create.  Additionally, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) confirmed that they will 
not be conducting reviews of any District’s plans.  Meridian CUSD #15 shares in this common goal of 
safety while also trying to balance this goal with a more “normal” school experience and quality of 
education.  We understand that the plan may not be perfect or ideal to some, but we hope that 
everyone will understand that there are many points of consideration that are we are sincerely trying to 
balance as skillfully as possible. 

 

Until it is deemed unnecessary to do so by the Meridian Board of Education, or any other lawfully 
binding order, all aspects of Meridian's District Plan for the upcoming school year will be discussed & re-
evaluated monthly by the Board of Education and the District Administrative Team to ensure it is the 
best fit for the Meridian CUSD #15 District.  This current District Plan is merely a launching point for the 
upcoming school year based on the current available information, and is in no way indicative of a 
"finalized" plan for the 2020-2021 School Year. As everyone already knows, there are many factors to 
constantly monitor and consider, and as things have already changed many times over the past few 
months, they are expected to continue to change moving forward.  As conditions arise, any re-
evaluation of any part of the current Plan could be sooner, and any changes to the plan would be 
immediately communicated by the District. Many sources of guidelines and recommendations from 
various public bodies and agencies will be considered.  It is of the highest priority for the Meridian Board 
of Education and the Administrative Team that, as circumstances allow, our District is able to conduct 
school operations in as normal of a manner as possible.  While being as accommodating as possible to 
all students, staff and parents within our District, the safety of all within the District’s Buildings will be in 
the highest of priorities to ensure that our District is also diligent to the well-being of all.   
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In regards to the 2020-2021 school year, guidance has been issued which provides school districts with 
the opportunity to take part in “Blended Learning”.  This provides a necessary bridge for Districts to be 
prepared for a return to full remote instruction in the event of a resurgence of the virus, or a second 
wave of the virus. 

 

The Meridian CUSD #15 District Plan may necessitate that our District modify many familiar current 
practices. As mentioned previously, the District’s Return to School plan is based on many sources of 
information.  These sources of information include recommendations such as: 

• Recommend use of appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including face coverings 
 

• Recommend to avoid more than 50 individuals from gathering in one space 
 

• Recommend social distancing be observed, as much as possible 
 

• Recommend that schools conduct symptom screenings and temperature checks, or that 
procedures are put into place where individuals self-certify that they are free of symptoms 
before entering school buildings 
 

• Recommend an increase in schoolwide cleaning and disinfection. 

 

Once again, it is important to note that these requirements, and all other aspects of the Meridian CUSD 
#15 District Plan, are subject to change pursuant to any changes in the local, state, or national public 
health conditions, or as more information otherwise becomes available during the regular review of our 
District’s current plans. 

 

School Calendar and Attendance hours 

• The 1st day of school is Monday August 17. 
 

• Pre-K Program at Meridian Elementary:  Times will be determined pending state requirements.   
Further communication will be provided for Pre-K attendance times as it becomes available. 
 

• Kindergarten at Meridian Elementary:  8:00 am - 11:00 am. 
 

• 1st grade - 5th grade at Meridian Elementary:  8:00 am - 1:50 pm. 
 

• 6th grade - 12th grade at Meridian Middle & High School:  7:46 am - 1:30 pm. 
 

• Attendance hours are subject to change with appropriate notice provided to parents. 
 

• Busing related issues and/or changes with public health issues may require a change in the 
noted attendance hours provided at this time. 
 

• Staff hours for working in their respective buildings will remain the same as if students were in 
school during a full attendance day. 
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• With the modified/shortened student attendance time, all teachers will have a common plan 
time that will help serve students participating in Remote Learning. 
 

• Please refer to the district provided Question & Answer document for more information on 
Remote Learning. 
 

• Once again, it is important to note that these requirements, and all other aspects of the 
Meridian CUSD #15 District Plan, are subject to change pursuant to any changes in the local, 
state, or national public health conditions, or as more information otherwise becomes available 
during the regular review of our District’s current plans. 

 

Registration 

• Meridian will provide online registration for students returning to the district. Parents will 
register their student(s) using the district’s student management software (SIS).  
 

• Online registration will open on Monday July 13 and various reminders will be sent out to 
parents for the registration process.  

o Each school will also provide in person registration by appointment only for those 
parents/families that may experience difficulty with the resources for online 
registration. 
 

• The online registration process will require parents/guardians to agree to a daily self-certify that 
if a student is attending school, they are healthy and do not exhibit symptoms for illness and 
that the student has not been currently exposed to a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19.  

o It is extremely important for the 2020-2021 school year, that students only attend in 
person instruction if healthy for the attendance day. The health services of the school 
and school district should not be used by parents to further determine what existing 
symptoms related to an illness may be for a student attending school. If a student is not 
feeling well, they should remain home and the normal procedures for contacting the 
school office to report an illness should be followed. 
 

o Please refer to the District provided Question & Answer document for more information 
on procedures related to a student’s illness and absence from school. 
 

• New students to the district will be required to make an appointment and register in person. 
Please see the district website and/or follow the guidance provided by the building secretary for 
required information to register a new student. This includes proof of residency and a copy of 
the student’s certified birth certificate. 
 

• New student registration appointments will be available starting Monday August 3. 

 

Registration: In-person instruction or Remote learning 

For the registration process, parents/guardians will be asked to indicate which mode of instructional 
they are registering their student for during the 2020-2021 school year: In-person/attending school or 
Remote learning and not attending school. Prior to registration, further information will be provided to 
clearly explain how both instructional formats are similar and different. We realize this is a very 



Return To School Plan:  Subject to Change        Last Updated:  7/9/2020 Page 4 of 8 

important decision to consider and we want to make sure that parents and students have the necessary 
information to make the most appropriate choice. By providing this information during the online 
registration process, it will allow building administrators, teachers and support staff to adequately 
prepare classrooms, common areas, and other resources for the expected daily attendance of students. 

Whether a student is registered for In-person instruction or Remote Learning, the registration fee 
schedule will apply accordingly. Remote Learning students will receive the same school provided 
resources as a student that elects to participate in the In-person instruction. As noted with the Food 
Service portion of this plan, qualifying factors for free or reduced applicants will apply as they have in 
previous school years. 

Please refer to the district provided Question & Answer document for more information on In-person 
instruction and Remote Learning. 

 

Once again, it is important to note that these requirements, and all other aspects of the Meridian CUSD 
#15 District Plan, are subject to change pursuant to any changes in the local, state, or national public 
health conditions, or as more information otherwise becomes available during the regular review of our 
District’s current plans. 

 

Face Coverings 

• Please understand that the Meridian CUSD #15 Board of Education and Administrative Team 
understands the sensitivity and polarization that currently exists with this issue.  In our District 
our students are at an age where they are generally least susceptible to (but not immune from) 
contracting COVID-19.  However, students could come from families where a family member is 
in a high-risk category to contract COVID-19.  We also have teachers, staff, and administrators 
that are in age groups that are more susceptible to contracting COVID-19.  In some cases, much 
more susceptible.  As with the students, some teachers, staff or administrators may care for or 
be around family members that are in a high-risk category for contraction of COVID-19.  The 
safety aspects that have to be considered are a far greater scope than just within our buildings.   
 

• Using the information available, and considering the well-being of all throughout our District, 
students and staff members will be required to wear a protective face covering for the mouth 
and nose area when in the building during the school day. Known exceptions to this 
requirement would be when students are eating and drinking during designated times. This 
requirement also applies to students that ride a bus. In order to board the bus, the protective 
face covering will need to be on. When outdoors, students will be able to remove the face 
covering as long as social distancing can occur.  Students who cannot wear a face covering due 
to medical concerns will need to have a note from a doctor explaining the justification from this 
requirement. 
 

• Students that remove their personal face covering while in school and/or on a school bus will be 
prompted and redirected to adhere to the guidelines provided. Issues related to this topic will 
be addressed on an individual basis with the health and safety of all students and staff members 
in consideration. 
 

• Parents that are not able to provide their student with a protective face covering should contact 
their school office to arrange for the pickup of one (1) free, re-useable face mask. In addition, 
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each school office will have extra face masks available for any situations that may require a 
student to replace the face covering they brought to school for the day. 
 

• It is recommended that students have more than one protective face covering for use and that 
these are washed/cleaned often. 
 

• Once again, it is important to note that these requirements, and all other aspects of the 
Meridian CUSD #15 District Plan, are subject to change pursuant to any changes in the local, 
state, or national public health conditions, or as more information otherwise becomes available 
during the regular review of our District’s current plans. 

 

Social Distancing 

Meridian will provide the best possible attempts for the recommended social distancing 
recommendation of 6ft while in school. However, in situations such as busing, passing periods for 6th-
12th grade students, and even the classrooms, an exact 6ft of distance may be hard to provide.  We will 
continue to do the best possible job in being diligent towards this recommendation. To help with this 
recommendation, the following steps have been taken: 

• Guidance and reminder signage/postings at both campuses (Macon & Blue Mound) 
 

• The removal and storage of excess common area furniture which permits the expansion of 
cafeteria/lunch seating for all students 
 

• Classroom evaluations for maximizing space and spreading students out 
 

• The implementation of instructional practices during the school year that will minimize 
traditional group related work while in school (still possible with Google Classroom and other 
technology related instructional tools to facilitate cooperative learning strategies at times) 
 

• The reduction of student attendance hours provides for more sections of classes for 6th-12th 
grade students that can reduce the number of students in certain subject area classrooms 
 

• Various building and grade level requirements to be provided for revised procedures regarding 
before school arrival, passing periods, bathroom capacity restrictions, lunch procedures and 
dismissal from school routines to help with reasonable compliance of the recommended 
guidelines provided for social distancing 

 

Food Service 

• Breakfast and lunch options in accordance with the National School Lunch program 
requirements will be provided to Meridian students during the school year.  

o The format for providing this availability to students attending school will be modified to 
help ensure the health and safety of all students.  

o Parents and families that may qualify for the free or reduced school lunch program are 
encouraged to have that process completed before the beginning of the school year. 
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• Breakfast and lunch options will follow the required nutritional guidelines that are currently in 
place. All meals will be provided as a quick service format that replaces the traditional stand in 
line and be served approach. 
 

• When schools were closed for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, a meal availability 
program was put in place that provided free meals to all students regardless of “free or 
reduced” qualification status. With the return to school for 2020-2021, the qualifying guidelines 
will apply. 
 

• For parents that indicate Remote Learning as an option, information will be provided on meal 
availability options that will involve a pre-order process, pick up times and locations including 
the possibility of one (1) satellite location for meal availability. 
 

• If any time during the 2020-2021 school year, Remote Learning is mandated, Meridian will 
provide a similar meal availability program that was in place for the end of the 2019-2020 school 
year. 
 

• Students that elect to bring a cold lunch should follow the guidelines in place for each building 
and grade level. 
 

• Please refer to the district provided Question & Answer document for more information on this 
topic. 
 

• Once again, it is important to note that these requirements, and all other aspects of the 
Meridian CUSD #15 District Plan, are subject to change pursuant to any changes in the local, 
state, or national public health conditions, or as more information otherwise becomes available 
during the regular review of our District’s current plans. 

 

Visitors 

Meridian will strictly limit the access of visitors to school buildings during student attendance hours and 
monitor for adequate controls during non-student attendance times. For the 2020-2021 school year, 
Meridian is incorporating the Raptor School Security system. This requires that all visitors to the building 
have a valid driver’s license or stated issued ID. Before COVID-19, this visitor entry system was a possible 
school security system to help with all visitor requested entries into school during student attendance 
hours. Raptor was upgraded to provide a brief checklist, including a temperature check and self-certify 
portion related to any COVID-19 symptoms and/or concerns. While visitations by parents and family 
members will be confined to the pickup of a child or materials only for the 2020-2021 school year, 
substitute staff members and service-related vendors will be required to use the Raptor School Security 
system for entry. 

Overall, Meridian will follow the information currently available as it pertains to visitors, and drastically 
reduce any unnecessary visitor entry to the school buildings during student attendance hours. 

 

Back to School Nights, Open House, & Orientation 

For the 2020-2021 school year, these traditional events will likely be in jeopardy of being cancelled. Each 
building and grade level will communicate with parents/guardians the most appropriate method(s) for 
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dropping off required school supplies (elementary students) while providing information for 
virtual/online Open House events. Our district understands and appreciates the level of involvement our 
parents and families provide to the schools. We understand how important it is for parents to visualize 
exactly where their student is and how classroom(s) look.  We will do our best to provide this 
perspective for each grade level as we begin the start of the school year. 

 

Cleaning & Disinfectants 

• Meridian will follow the recommended guidelines using the information we have available.  This 
includes the increased frequency of general cleaning and disinfectant of approved products to 
kill germs.   
 

• Each building will frequently clean common touched surfaces (e.g., door handles/knobs, 
desktops/tabletops, countertops, light switches, pencil sharpeners, computer keyboards, hands-
on learning items, phones, toys, cubbies/coat and backpack areas, sinks and faucets, buses) on a 
daily basis.   
 

• Existing curriculum resource materials in classrooms that cannot be adequately cleaned after 
student use will not be used during the school year.   
 

• All staffing considerations for effective cleaning and disinfectant schedules will be periodically 
reviewed to ensure this adequately addressed.   

o The early dismissal of students will provide more time for the daily cleaning and 
disinfectant of student use areas.   
 

• Teachers and all support staff will have additional cleaning supplies readily available for 
frequent use.   

o Common use shared supplies will be restricted during the school year. 
 

• The playground areas at Meridian Elementary School are closed to the public. This includes all 
playground equipment and basketball courts. These areas, specifically the playground 
equipment, will have a daily student attendance day disinfectant schedule and after hour use by 
community members will compromise and mitigate those sanitization efforts. 
 

• Parents are requested to clean and disinfectant student supplies and materials that are used at 
school. 

 

Off campus Special Education, Alternative Education and/or Vocational Education Programs 

• Meridian CUSD is part of the area Macon Piatt Special Education CO-OP District and participates 
in all of the alternative education programs offered by the Regional Office of Education (ROE) 
along with the Heartland Tech Academy at Richland Community College. 
 

• As a participating member district within these programs, the specific plans, procedures and 
protocols for these separate facilities will apply. 
 

• We work closely with all of those entities for a similar school calendar and daily attendance 
hours for consistency and issues related to district transportation.  
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o Any differences in the school calendar and daily attendance hours will be determined by 
those programs. 

 

Closing 

Once again, it is important to note that these requirements, and all other aspects of the Meridian CUSD 
#15 District Plan, are subject to change pursuant to any changes in the local, state, or national public 
health conditions, or as more information otherwise becomes available during the regular review of our 
District’s current plans.  We sincerely appreciate everyone’s understanding and support as we 
continually strive to make, and improve, the best decisions possible for our District.  Meridian CUSD #15 
looks forward to students returning to school and a great start to the upcoming school year.  Our District 
will strive to provide the best educational experience for the students of our District. 


