
To the Body at Damascus Community Church, 

 As many of you know, serving the Lord is a wonderful thing, something that involves 

great blessings but also great hardships. I have been in vocational ministry since 2011, 

jumping straight into ministry out of Bible college in my very early twenties; this has included 

serving the body here at DCC since 2015.  

 As I’ve entered into my sixth year at DCC, I have been in a long season of reflection, 

asking the Lord if I’m called to continue to minister at DCC. After much consideration and 

listening, I have come to the conclusion that I am not.  

 This is for two reasons. The first has to do with my own personal health—physical, 

emotional, and spiritual. Though I am not tired from my interactions with students and kids, 

serving in this capacity often requires long hours, many nights out, and navigating difficult 

conflict. There’s no moral failure here, but I believe the Lord is calling me to a season of 

recovery and seeking Jesus as I prepare for what is next in my life and prioritizing what is 

most important. 

 The second reason has to do with this particular timing. There have been 

circumstances, conversations, and Godly counsel that have confirmed this is the right time for 

me to move on, but what makes this change bittersweet is that, even though I’ll be stepping 

down, Jonah Carpenter and Angela Karch are trained and equipped to step right in. These 

two staff members are nothing short of amazing, and I believe they can carry the torch to lead 

our thriving youth and children’s ministries. Additionally, we have excellent volunteers in 

these ministries and a new, energetic student leadership team ready to lead their peers in the 

youth ministry.  

 The plan, as the Lord wills, is for me to continue in my current role until mid-August—

ensuring a successful transition to these staff members, finishing my current obligations well, 

and allowing maximum possible time to connect with those I have been ministering to.  

 Right now, there is no solid plan as far as what is next for us. I’ll be looking for other 

work, and Katelyn will be working part-time for Multnomah University. I’ll be taking this next 

semester at Multnomah to complete my second Masters degree in Christian Leadership and 

Katelyn will be taking the next school year to also finish her Masters degree at Multnomah. 

We don’t know what will come after our graduations, but we’re open and excited to wherever 

the Lord leads us to next.  

 I have prayed for clarity in this situation, which has been answered. And now that 

clarity requires courage to step out. Thank you to the DCC church body for your love and 

appreciation over the years. I will miss you—especially those students and volunteers I have 

worked so closely with.  I covet your prayers in this transition and as we take this step of faith. 

Sincerely, 

-Pastor Jon 

 

Email: jon.pirot@damascuscc.org / jon.pirot@gmail.com 

Phone: 503-658-3179 (office) / 951-970-1077 (cell) 


