
LOCAL NEWS

BUSINESS HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm
Sat. 9am-5pm • Sunday by Appointment

All retail vehicles come with a Clean Carfax Report.
12 Month / 15,000 Mile Warranty Included!
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MORE THAN
130 VENDORS

Located in
the former

Ascension Church

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

10AM-6PM

ORANGE BRICK CAFÉ
• NOW OPEN •
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700 EAST ROBINSON STREET • NORTH TONAWANDA

(716) 545-6102
OPEN 7 DAYS 10AM TO 6PM

(formerly Hocks Flower Shop)

The Old Chapel Antique
& Artisan Market

VISIT OUR NEW STORE ONLY ONEMILE AWAY...
The Old Greenhouse Antiques& Decor

117722 RRoobbiinnssoonn SSttrreeeett
NNoorrtthh TToonnaawwaannddaa
716-545-6102

www.TheOldChapelMarket.com

*Antiques
*Handmade
Goods

*Gifts & Decor

*Breakfaast
& Lunch

*Apple Cider
Slushiess

*Cheesecake
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We’re Right
Under Your Nose!

2701
Elmwood Ave.
at West Girard
874-8909

Kenmore,
Tonawanda,
North Buffalo,

Riverside
& Black Rock

EXPIRES 11/14/19

$2.00 OFF
AAAny LLLarge
or Large

SSpecialty Pizza

www.WFO.direct
(716)392-6812

AVAILABLE

WARRANTY
LIIFETIME • GLASS BREAKAAKAAKAKAAAAGE • VINYL • SCREEN

• INSULATING GLASS UNIT • HARDWARE

SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCES

DRAFTS • BUGS
MOISTURE

MOLD • NOISE
FROM ENTERING YOUR HOME
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Interior/Exterior Painting
with 2 year exterior warranty

3 RoOmS sTaRtInG aT $285
Price includes Sherwin Williams Paint

Also: Plaster repairs
Sprayed, textured ceilings • Hand swirled ceilings
Fence staining • We paint vinyl & aluminum siding

• We paint basements • Power washing

EPA Lead Certified
We move furniture
No money down

BBB • Insured • Refs • Free Estimates

(716) 583-5365
woodwork/closet/2 coat/repair extra

JoHn’S PrOfEsSiOnAl
PaInTiNg InC. Since

1979

Family Friendly Sports Bar

775 Oliver St., North Tonawanda
716-260-2010

Sun - Thurs 11am - 12am; Fri - Sat 11am - 2am
www.BrowniesSportsBar.com

Full menu available for Dine In or Take Out
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Best Costume Contest • Scary Drink Specials • 21+
Live Band: G-Force • Prizes • Horror Movies on our TVs

$20.00 DINNER SPECIAL
Includes 1 appetizer, 1 entree and a dessert
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GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
Only $40 per visit (includes exam)

3pk for $105 (savings of $5 per visit)
603 Division Street, N. Tonawanda • (716) 693-0556

WWW.BAASEFAMILYCHIROPRACTIC.NET
HOURS: MON, TUES, FRI 9AM-6PM • WEDS 9AM-8PM,

FRI 7:30-6PM • SAT. 8AM-12PM

Dr. Micheal Baase Dr. Randy Thompson Dr. Scott Arends

BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHTTT

NT family’s haunted house to
benefit SPCA
King family taking
donations at
870LeeAve.
By Dave Ricci
SUN CORRESPONDENT

As far as the King family
is concerned, Halloween is
the happiest time of the year.

"For us, yeah ," Kyle King
said with a laugh.

"My kids ask me about
this all year. They'll literally
bring it up in April and ask
when are we going to start
putting up Halloween stuff ?"

And, thanks to the King
family, it will also be a happy
time for countless dogs and
cats.

The King family, which
includes Kyle, his wife Alisha
and children Kyle Jr., 8, and
Adrianna, 5, will be hosting a
haunted house at their home
on 870 Lee Ave. in North
Tonawanda with proceeds
benefiting the Niagara SPCA.

The haunted house will
run from dusk to 10 p.m. the
next two weekends, on Oct.
30 and, of course, Halloween.
Kids will be admitted free.
Adults are $5.

Previously doing a canned
food drive in connection with
the haunted house, this year
the Kings wanted to do some-
thing even more powerful.
The family are devoted ani-

mal lovers, so the SPCA was
the natural choice to help.

The connection with the
SPCA came about by chance.
Kyle stumbled across a Face-
book posting by SPCA media
spokesperson Kim LaRussa
who was looking for someone
to do a haunt at the shelter.
So Kyle reached out to offer
his family’s services.

"They were only going to
do it as a one day event," King
said. "I told her for as much
time that goes into doing it,
it's really not worth doing it
for just one day. If you guys
are willing I'd love to team up
with you and we can do it at
my house."

Far from just someone
poking around a corner and

screaming “boo!” the King
family goes all out to make
their haunted house as fun
and memorable as possible.

They also wanted to teach
their kids life lessons of the
importance of giving back to
their community.

"They're very aware of
it," Kyle King said. "In fact,
we took a ride to the SPCA,
we're also sponsoring an
animal there, so it kind of
made them more aware of
what's going on because they
weren't 100 percent aware.
Oh what's donations? They're
very much into it now and
they know exactly what we're
doing and why we're doing it.
Since then they've wanted to
help even more so it's kinda
awesome."

The King family, which
also includes 11 month old
daughter Isabella, not only
goes all out with their cos-
tumes they recruit a cast of
actors to fill out their roster
of ghouls and monsters.

Kyle said that each night
will feature anywhere from
eight to 15 actors who will be
spread out across 10 different
haunted rooms with themes
ranging from a clown room
and doll room to a butcher
room.

There will also be air
cannons placed in the floor in
randomly selected areas that
will give the feeling of walk-
ing through an old school
haunted house.

Contributed photo

The King family, clockwise from back left, include Kyle,
Alisha, Adrianna and Kyle Jr. They are four of the 15
actors taking part in a haunted house at the family’s home
on Lee Avenue in North Tonawanda.

Future of elementary education in TCSD
to be decided at ballot box on Tuesday
By David J. Hill
SUN CORRESPONDENT

On Tuesday, Tonawanda
City School District residents
will vote on a capital project
that will dramatically change
the future of how elementary
education is delivered.

If it passes.
Some district leaders and

members of the committee
that researched and recom-
mended the project a decade
ago are concerned that
misleading information may
lead to the project receiving a
failing grade.

Currently, Tonawan-
da has three elementary
school buildings: Fletcher,
Mullen and Riverview. The
TONA2020 plan that the
School Board approved in Au-
gust proposes closing Mullen
and Riverview and creating
one pre-K through fifth grade
elementary school complex at
a renovated Fletcher School.

The two vacated buildings
would likely be sold, a process
that requires a separate
district vote.

TCSD officials held three
information sessions last
month to give residents an op-
portunity to learn more about
the project. Still, in recent
weeks, some city residents
have turned to social media to
spread what project advocates
say is misleading information
about the plan.

A lot of it centers on a
misunderstanding over the
fact that school taxes are
separate from those levied by
the city, according to Dennis
Smilinich, one of the original
TONA2020 committee mem-
bers.

Many city residents
haven’t been happy with
the steep tax increases city
leaders have approved over
the past few years. The school
district’s budgets, however,
have routinely been under the
state-mandated tax cap.

“One of the biggest
problems is that the city, not
the school district, has been
tough on taxpayers the past
five years,” Smilinich said. “A
lot of people are misinterpret-
ing that. I see Facebook and
people are misconstruing it.”

There’s also been confu-
sion over two key figures. The
estimated cost of the project
is $53 million, the majority
of which will be covered
through state building aid.

That cost includes not only
building upgrades, but also
improvements to the ele-
mentary school curriculum
that would be delivered in
Tonawanda.

The current curriculum is
limited in some ways because
of the age of the school build-
ings, Superintendent Timo-
thy Oldenburg said. “Some
of our buildings weren’t
constructed to accommodate
today’s technology, whether
it’s door security or WiFi. It’s
a challenge in some of these
older buildings because they
were never designed for that,”
he said.

District officials have
said it would cost approxi-
mately $70 million to update
the elementary curriculum
within each building, as well
as make much-needed repairs
to boilers, roofs and security
measures, among other fixes.

Residents have also ques-
tioned whether the single
elementary campus could
accommodate an influx of
pupils. TCSD officials have
said none of the projections
they’ve been provided show
signs of a population boom
coming.

Tonawanda’s three
elementary buildings can
house 1,026 students. The new
Fletcher site, however, would
be built for a maximum of
1,298 pupils, Oldenburg said,
adding that there’s room to
grow.

“Should we need to expand
decades from now, we’ll still
have the ability to do so with
this plan,” he said. “The last
thing we want is to build a
school that turns out in a
short period of time to be too
small.”

The plan itself was re-
searched and created by the
TONA2020 committee, which
comprised School Board
members, parents, residents
who no longer had children
in the district, and staff mem-
bers, among others.

It was an outgrowth of the
committee created to deter-
mine how best to redistribute
the pupils displaced in the
wake of the closing of High-
land Elementary, said Brian
Mysliwy, another longtime
committee member.

“When Highland closed,
we realized things were
changing around us and we
as a community needed to
thoughtfully and carefully
consider the best way to move

forward,” Mysliwy said.
The TONA2020 committee

worked with a neutral third
party to review data from the
city, neighboring districts and
across the country.

Ultimately, the group
devised five different con-
figurations for elementary
education and rated them
against several key factors,
including programming and
instruction, student perfor-
mance, cost and community
involvement.

“In every one of those
categories, the single campus
absolutely rose to the top,”
Mysliwy said.

He said he’d be pleased
if the project passes, but it
would be bittersweet. “My
only disappointment is that
by the time the single campus
is built, my three children
will be out of the district.”

Voting takes place from
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Oct. 22 in the
High School Wellness Gym,
600 Fletcher St.
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