
 

District 104 Receives $8,048,594 in Federal Pandemic Relief Funds  

District 104 has been awarded three federal relief grants totaling $8,048,594 during the pandemic.  The first Elementary and Secondary School 

Emergency Relief (ESSER) grant award in the amount of $585,792 was provided in the summer of 2020.  The district used its first round of 

ESSER funds to support remote learning by purchasing additional technology devices to complete our 1:1 technology goal to provide each 

student with a device to use during remote learning. ESSER grant funds were also used to purchase needed online learning software including 

Seesaw, Schoology, STEM Scopes, Reflex Math, etc.  In addition, ESSER funds were used to lease Wi-Fi hot spots for households without 

internet so that students could attend school remotely during the 2020-21 school year. Finally, remaining grant funds were used to purchase 

cleaning supplies, personal protective equipment, and to pay hazard pay to essential workers. 

In January 2021 the district received a second allocation of Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER II) funds in the 

amount of $2,220,884.  These funds, which need to be used before September 2023, are being used to address pandemic learning loss that 

occurred during the year of remote learning. In preparation for the 21-22 and 22-23 school years, the Board of Education hired five school 

interventionist, one middle school physical education teacher and seven general education paraprofessionals.  In addition, the district used its 

ESSER II funds to upgrade interior technology wiring to improve bandwidth at Walker, Wharton, and Walsh Schools, completed tuck-pointing 

at Wharton School, and upgraded the HVAC systems districtwide by replacing ten old roof top units and installing bipolar ionization filtration 

in every classroom.  

In the Spring of 2021, the district received a third wave of federal funding in the amount of $5,241,918.  These funds must be used before 

September 2024.  The district has already started using these grant funds to further address learning loss by lowering class size through the 

hiring an additional 3rd grade teacher and an elementary physical education teacher for the 21-22 school year.  The district continues to purchase 

classroom supplies and materials needed to address learning loss with the grant funds. Looking into future years, the district will use ESSER 

III funds to retain the additional staff hired with ESSER II funds to keep class sizes low; and provide added learning resources for students in 

need.  The district will also spend $2.6 million to build secure entrances at Wharton and Walker Schools, install a back-up generator at 

Graves/HMS School, complete boiler room upgrades at Graves/HMS School, and additional HVAC upgrades at Walsh School.  (Projects are 

set to begin in the summer of 2022). Additional ESSER III funds have been reserved to fund a robust summer school and after-school programs 

in 2022, 2023, and 2024. 

District 104 Awarded $1,285,862 Property Tax Relief Grant (PTRG) 

Cook County School District 104 was notified in late January that it has been awarded a $1,285,862 property tax relive grant from the State of 

Illinois. In February, the Board of Education voted to approve a resolution to direct the Cook County Clerk to reduce the district 104 2022 tax 

extension by $1,340,168 in accordance with PRTG requirements. Property owners should see the effects of the reduction in the extension on 

their fall 2022 property tax coupons.   

 

School District 104 Receives Federal Pandemic Relief Funds and is Awarded a 
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Wharton Wildcats have been busy over the past few months. Students have 

worked to prepare themselves for the spring state assessment, IAR under the 

guidance of our wonderful staff. As a result of their daily rigorous 

instruction, students were able to complete the assessments in math and 

reading with ease prior to leaving for Spring Break. Our band students are 

preparing for their upcoming concert in May, where they will showcase their 

musical talents. After school, Monday through Thursday, students extend 

their learning by attending a wide variety of clubs, which offer students 

opportunities to create, question, learn, and be physically active. The 

Wharton staff prides itself in offering such robust learning options for 

students.  

As we strive to educate the whole child, special attention has been paid to 

promoting positive student behaviors throughout PBIS program. This 

program allows for students to earn rewards for displaying positive 

behaviors.   

As the end of the year is quickly approaching, it is a bittersweet time at 

Wharton as we cherish our final months together, all the while knowing 

students will soon be heading to the middle school. To support with the 

transition process, step up events are being planned to help with the 

transition, as Wharton staff say good luck to our current fifth graders and 

welcome to our future Wildcats. 

Throughout the year at Walsh, we like to highlight some of the amazing 

things happening in our classrooms.  We are very fortunate to have 

outstanding teachers that are engaging and thoughtful.   

Music, Ms. Millett 

I’m so happy to finally be back at Walsh in person, I’ve missed all our 

students’ faces! Quavered is the Music program I use to teach my classes, 

and our students get their own Quaver accounts to access. This is the first 

year that our 1st and 2nd graders get to use this feature, and they have been 

very excited to get going! We are using the various programs on the app to 

get our creative juices flowing- I’ve seen and heard some very cool grooves, 

beats, guitar riffs, and melodies being created already! We also learned about 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. from an original Quaver song, “He Had a 

Dream,” and we celebrate the things that make us unique with the song 

“You-Nique.” Quavered hosts a Musical Madness competition, and our 3rd 

graders are focusing on this in March. We started by taking 2 weeks to listen 

to the 16 pieces chosen by Quaver, and then cast our votes to get our 

favorites on to the next round.  

 

Graves 

Heritage Middle School has been focused on academics all over the 

building!  We have done so many awesome things like making robots dance, 

talking to the author of one of our novels, recycled a total of 271 lbs. of plastic, 

learned about atoms, and algebra!  Our students have worked extremely hard 

this year, and we couldn't be prouder of them.  Take some time to check out 

our learning pictures.   

 

Pre-K 

 

  

Walker School has continued to provide a safe, healthy, and nurturing 

environment for students and staff throughout all changes and challenges 

this school year. Our students are engaged, and teachers excitedly plan 

amazing instruction for every learner.  We are celebrating diversity, 

acceptance, and dreaming big by doing an all school read of the book "The 

BFG" (The Big Friendly Giant.) This book is an imaginative story of a 

young girl named Sophie, who is taken by the BFG to Giant 

Country. Important themes throughout this book include communicating 

with each other, justice, being loyal to our friends, and being kind to others. 

The students and teachers love reading about the Big Friendly Giant, 

respect his true friendship, and laugh at his funny adventures. To finish the 

book celebration, we have a door decoration contest and the play “The 

BFG” is coming to Walker!  Every day your students are receiving an 

excellent education from the staff at Walker School and District 104. We 

are proud to educate all our students and as a parent/guardian, we hope you 

are proud of them too.  

 

 

We would like to start by thanking our wonderful staff, students, and 

community for remaining positive and working together to ensure all 

students continued learning despite the many changes. 2nd Semester at 

Graves Dual Language School has been a busy and productive semester. 

Teachers have continued to strengthen our academic program ensuring all 

students receive innovative and engaging instruction. We hope you 

enjoyed our family events such as our Family Kahoot Night and our 

Monthly Parent Workshops. We are looking forward to celebrating Día del 

Niño this coming month. We continue our commitment to work closely 

with our community, continuing to build partnerships. Please review our 

bi-weekly Graves Newsletters for upcoming events and important 

information.  

 

Our Pre-K Students have had a FANTASIC second trimester! They have really 

gotten into the swing of things and have gotten used to the routine of school. 

Students have made excellent pre-academic growth as well as mastering 

standards in all our developmental areas. They are learning to become 

independent and great problem solvers! During the Winter, teachers provided 

hands on learning opportunities and engaging activities, which included the 

students transforming their classrooms into Winter Wonderlands!  We are so 

proud of our students! 

Pre-K also held several events for students and families. Students performed in 

a virtual Winter Show just before break. Families were also invited to participate 

in our Valentine’s Day activities. The program provided take home learning 

materials for all students and led families through several activities using our 

learning bags! Pre-K also held a parent workshop and provided strategies to 

manage and monitor screen time for young children! 

Pre-K is looking forward to a great Spring! We will also be offering summer 

classes for students enrolled in our program.  We will continue to screen and 

enroll new students at any time during the school year. Please call Graves Office 

at 708-458-7260 to be part of this wonderful program! 

 



Wrestling: Wrestling had a fantastic season. Skylar Arellano won 1st place in conference 

for weight 105, Angel Torres 2nd place weight 155, Jayden Dominguez 2nd place weight 

135, Michael Starzyk 2nd weight 145, and Brianna Perez 3rd place weight 135. Jayden 

Dominguez and Angel Torres advanced to the IESA sectionals. Congratulations to Coach 

Jack Williams on a great season. 

 

Girls’ Volleyball:  Junior Varsity regular season record was 5-7 and Varsity regular season 

record was 8-4. Varsity ranked top four in conference. 

Cheerleading: The HMS Cheer team had a great season. They came in first at the 

Chicagoland tournament in Lemont, IL and finished in 10th at State. This was the first year 

the HMS Cheer team competed.  

 

 

STEAM, Mrs. Marroquin - Walsh 

In the Steam lab we now have a “Periodic Table of Black History”.  

Students get to scan a QR code of a famous person to learn about how 

they were a part of black history. They can do this when they finish their 

assignment for the day in STEAM.  They also get to report back to the 

class what they learned.  The students have also been taught that black 

history is not something we just learn about in February, which is Black 

History Month.  We have talked about how history is important to learn 

about all the time. I’m encouraging our students that they can do 

anything they want.  They should never let the color of their skin hold 

them back from anything.  History happens every day! They are making 

history all the time. As a whole class, we have been learning about one 

person a week and doing an engineering activity. This past week, we 

have learned about Mae Jemison, the first female African American 

astronaut to go to space! Ask your child about her.  The 1st, 2nd, and 

3rd graders, then worked on creating straw rockets and practiced our 

measuring skills to see how far we can get the rockets to go.   

 

 

 

 

Physical Education/Health, Mr. Umana & Mr. Zavala - Walsh 

Throughout the month of February, Walsh students participated in the 

Kids Heart Challenge. During P.E. class, they learned a lot about their 

hearts and the importance of keeping it healthy. Along with that, they 

were taught that some kids have hearts that aren't so healthy. As a 

school, we wanted to help those kids out by raising some money. 

Our goal at the beginning of the challenge was to raise $2,700. Not only 

did we reach our goal, but we far surpassed it. Walsh school raised a 

grand total of $6,087.24! We more than doubled our goal!! A big reason 

why we did so well is because of three of our students, Bryant 

(Kindergarten), Amina (2nd Grade), and Nikolai (1st Grade). They each 

gathered donations of over $1,000! Thank you so much to those 

students, and to everyone else who helped contribute. 

 

 

 

1.What goes up but never 

comes down? 

2. The more of this there is, 

the less you see. What is it? 

3. What goes up and down 

but doesn’t move? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students all partake in universal mental health district screeners and 

social emotional learning with some receiving small group and/or 

individualized supports.  For students who face challenges with wellness 

and mental health outside of school, the providers offer referrals to 

agencies to best support students and their families. 

Staff and community members have benefited from the opportunities 

offered to adults this school year including a community wellness fair, 

parent nights on mental health, and after school staff offerings like yoga, 

Zumba, crafts, and game nights.  The weekly wellness newsletter and 

communications from the employee assistance program round out the 

supports. 

 

Spotlight on Wellness 

Our wellness team is growing in support services 

for students, staff, and community members!  The 

district has expanded its team which now includes 

seven social workers, five nurses, two 

psychologists and an occupational therapist. The 

district also implemented a multi-disciplinary 

trauma team to expand reach of services. Services 

are provided across tiers of support including 

within the classroom and outside of the school day. 

 

The Sky’s the Limit for Our Students 

 

EL Department 

 

 

 

 

  

  

In the fall of 2021, the district applied for a competitive grant designed to 

address the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic by support districts in 

promoting well-being, socio-emotional learning, and health. The program, 

entitled HORIZONS, will bring much needed resources to all stakeholders 

including afterschool and summer opportunities for students, workshops for 

parents and training for teachers.  

 

NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR DISTRICT DUAL LANGUAGE 

PROGRAM 

The district’s dual language program continues to receive local and national 

attention. Initiated in 2011, the program was proud to graduate its first cohort 

of biliterate scholars at the 2021 commencement ceremony. The program is 

designed to promote bilingualism and biliteracy in Spanish and English, 

academic achievement, and socio-cultural awareness. As a two-way program, 

ALL students in the district are invited to participate. Mrs. Yesenia Kelly, 

Dual Language Instructional Coach, presented at two national conferences on 

the achievements of our program.  

Read an article written by Mrs. Kelly about a 2nd grade unit integrating 

STEAM and pollinators here in the national dual language publication, 

Soleado - https://www.dlenm.org/winter-soleado-2021-final-11_2/ Thank 

you to Mrs. Kelly and all of our Dual Language teachers for their hard work 

and dedication to our students and program! 

 

 

Answers: 

1.Your age 2.Darkness  

3. A Staircase 

GOT RIDDLES? 

Don’t forget to ask your child who was the 

African American that I talked about making 

history in our very own school! Soon the 

women of history will also be added to our 

Steam walls! I can’t wait to keep encouraging 

our students that they can do and be anything.  

They need to always dream big! 

 

https://www.dlenm.org/winter-soleado-2021-final-11_2/
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Graves Elementary 
Grades: Pre-K – 4th 

Principal: Guillermina Arteaga  

Asst. Principal: Oscar Guillen 

6021 S. 74th Avenue 

Summit, IL 60501 

(708) 458-7260 

Walker Elementary 
Grades: K – 4th 

Principal: Amanda Venegonia 

Asst. Principal: Sara Leone 

7735 W. 66th Place 

Bedford Park, IL 60501 

(708) 458-7150 

Walsh Elementary 
Grades: K – 4th 

Principal: Christine Smith 

Asst. Principal: Jeff Moore 

5640 S. 75th Avenue 

Summit, IL 60501 

(708) 458-7165 

Wharton 5th Grade Center 
Grades: 5th  

Interim Principal: Sara Leone 

7555 W. 64th Street 

Summit, IL 60501 

(708) 458-0604 

Heritage Middle School 
Grades: 6th – 8th  
Principal: Pamela Malone 

Asst. Principal: Laura Skowronek 

6021 S. 74th Avenue 

Summit, IL 60501 

(708) 458-7590 

Cook County School District 104 

Residential Customer 

Summit, IL 60501 


