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July 6, 2020 
 
This summer at Lake Hamilton, we are working to make decisions about the 2020-21 school year that 
will safely and effectively serve all of our students. Many have asked me what this all means for our 
students who receive special education services. As always, our department will follow the lead of our 
schools and adapt to meet our students’ needs. Now that the options are coming more into focus, I 
want to share what I know so far to help you make the best decision for your child.  LHSD has defined 
two types of learning for this year - blended and virtual.  You can learn more by visiting 
tinyurl.com/LHSDIsHereForYou. 
 

 
Blended Learning 

Virtual Learning  
(Lake Hamilton Virtual Academy) 

● ON CAMPUS with face-to-face 
instruction 

● “Blended” - there will be a 
teacher-directed digital component in 
all of our classes this year. This will 
allow for a quick change to crisis 
learning if school closure is 
necessary. 

● If you don’t sign up for the LH Virtual 
Academy, your child will automatically 
be placed in a blended learning 
classroom on campus. 

● Student face-covering information is 
included in the district FAQ document. 
Students who are unable to wear a 
face-covering based on their identified 
disability will be approved on a 
case-by-case basis. 

● Only by parent choice 
● Online registration due July 10th! 
● Students complete all school work 

online.  
● IEP accommodations will be provided. 
● Minimum one semester commitment 
● Option can be revoked at any time if 

students do not participate 
● IEP committees can choose to bring 

students back to campus if the 
committee feels that the student’s 
needs are not able to be met 
appropriately in the virtual setting. 

 

 
Both of these options are available to students who have IEPs; however, it is up to you to 
determine what is best for your child. I recommend that you strongly consider how successful 
your child was in the spring of 2020. Students who participate in LHVA will need parental 
assistance. They need to be able to interact virtually with teachers and manage their school 
work without being on campus. 

http://lakehamiltonschooldistrictar.apptegy.us/o/lhsd/browse/142119
http://lakehamiltonschooldistrictar.apptegy.us/o/lhsd/browse/142119


On the other hand, we have many students with IEPs who may not be independent enough to 
do all of their work online but have medical conditions or other factors that make coming to 
school this fall difficult. We understand that. Our department will make every effort to meet your 
child’s individual needs if you choose LHVA. If the IEP committee needs to meet to consider 
other options, that is available at any time during the school year. 

I hope that this chart will help you in making the best decision for your child’s learning.  

Type of Special 
Service 

Blended Learning (on campus) Lake Hamilton Virtual Academy (off 
campus) 

Speech, 
Occupational, 
and/or Physical 
Therapy 

● face-to-face  
● due to the hands-on nature of 

therapy, our therapists will wear 
protective equipment 

● provided via teletherapy  
OR 

● provided on campus at a 
scheduled time  

Inclusion Classes 
(formerly known 
as co-teaching) 

● special education teacher 
assists students in the general 
education classroom 

● special education teacher will 
collaborate with the LHVA 
teacher online 

Resource 
Classes 

● students attend small classes for 
literacy and/or math (40-79% of 
the school day) 

● special education teacher will 
provide virtual instruction  

Self-Contained 
Classes 

● students attend separate 
classes for any academic 
subject (80% or more of the 
school day) 

● special education teacher will 
provide virtual instruction  

● parent-teacher consultation 
● academic or functional help may 

be provided on campus at 
scheduled times 

Transportation ● all possible efforts will be made 
to keep students distanced  

● no transportation 

School-Based 
Mental Health 

● provided on campus ● provided via teletherapy  
OR 

● provided on campus at a 
scheduled time  

 
As a parent, I know this is a difficult decision to make. I can only assure you that we will work 
with you to do what’s appropriate for your child and that we continue to make decisions with the 
health, safety, and educational success of all of our students in mind. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Haley Villines 


