
By Jacob Prado
Cometeer staff

What started as a meme around Tik 
Tok and joking tweets became a grim 
reality for many seniors across the 
country. Coronavirus, or now more 
commonly known as COVID-19, a 
flu-like disease, rapidly spread around 
the globe since late February and early 
March, causing shutdowns worldwide 
as it progressed into a global pandem-
ic.

As the safer-at-home orders begin to 
extend into April, cancellations for events as far away as mid-Ju-
ly, and schools closing for the remainder of the year, a traditional 
graduation for high school and college seniors began to look un-
likely. As a Delavan-Darien High School Class of 2020 senior. I 
have plenty to share about my experience and what I feel in my 
education has been affected due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The most drastic change due to COVID-19 has been my educa-
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From Armenia to Delavan and back
Pandemic forces exchange student to leave early

By Thom Aiello
Cometeer advisor

Nané Ohanian traveled more than 6,000 miles to come from Ye-
revan, Armenia, to Delavan to make many new discoveries. Per-
haps most importantly, she learned how much she loves education. 
That happened before her school year at Delavan-Darien High 
School was cut short by the coronavirus pandemic, sending her 
back to Armenia on April 9.

“One of my favorite things there was going to school there and 
every activity connected to school,” said Nané in follow-up inter-
views through emails and Facebook messages. “I hated school all 
my life and learning an extra year in a high school, and especially 
in a different country, changed my whole experience.

“I learned that school is not a place to study, but also a place 
to meet new people who have the same world views like me or a 
place to show my personality and do not feel bad for being the only 
one who thinks that particular way.”

Nané arrived from Armenia’s capital city on Aug. 9, 2019, via 
the American Field Service foreign-exchange student program. 
Her host parents in Delavan were Dorothy and David Block. To 
have her stay in Delavan end so early, as it did for the other ex-

change students, was a major surprise.
“It was very hard and I was shocked.” 

she said. “I knew that I was going to 
leave, but I wasn’t really ready for that. 
When I got the email, I could not be-
lieve in it and the fact that it was the end 
and maybe I would never have a chance 
to be there anymore.”

When first told that the D-DHS school 
year, which finished virtually, was also 
ending early, on May 26, Nané was a 

bit surprised. She said she was told that, 
while she could not get a diploma from D-DHS, she would receive 
a certificate. Nané said she would have liked to finish school here 
virtually, but she had already graduated in her country. She turned 
19 on June 14.

“I have foreign friends who I talk to nearly every day. I have 
friends who want to visit me and I’m looking forward to be there 
again and continue my American experience,” said Nané in early 
May. “I probably will not come to live or study in Wisconsin, but 
I’ll come to visit Delavan for sure.”

At the time, she said her whole life was completely unexpected 

Nané Ohanian’s home city of Yerevan, Armenia. (Photo provided)

Opinion:
Virus dampened senior’s farewell

Nané Ohanian
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By Thom Aiello
Cometeer Advisor

Together we go our separate ways.
That was the class motto I came up with at Tremper High School 

for our graduating class of 1972. While long ago, I think it still 
applies to all graduating classes, including that of Delavan-Darien 
High School this year.

All graduating classes this year have faced the most unusual cir-
cumstances of ending with a pandemic 
that forced virtual learning and social 
distancing in the midst of COVID-19. 
Proms, spring sports seasons and full 
graduation ceremonies were just some 
of the things that seniors this school 
year have missed.

Then came the killing of George 
Floyd, a black man, by a white police 
officer in Minneapolis, captured on 
a horrifying video by a high school 
student. That event sparked protests all 
over the globe, and that included at least one at Phoenix Park in 
Delavan.

It seems the country, and the world, has changed day by day - 
often hour by hour.

So, it has been said that this D-DHS graduating class has missed 
out on all of the traditional moments. And that is true in many 
ways. However, the hope here is that while they leave separately 
in one sense, the seniors will realize they are now bound together 
even more so than any class in memory. Together, as they em-
bark on new chapters in life, they will be known as the Class of 
COVID-19.

As some of us older people chatted, many memories of gradu-
ation are just a blur now. While I would have loved it to be “nor-
mal” for these seniors, and their families who wait years for such 
events, I think they will truly have quite a story to tell generations 
to come about their bonds formed through the years and concluded 
by a most newsworthy 2020.

Their challenge, of course, will be to make the world a better 
place by moving forward from this awakening. Even while apart, 
bring people closer together. D-DHS is a wonderfully diverse 
school and graduates can carry that forward. As a student growing 
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Pioneering Column...
Seniors bid adieu to most unusual school year

up through the tumultuous 1960s, it seemed then like the country, 
and the world, was going crazy. Yet, in the long run, it made the 
United States a better place to live. If complacency set in, now, 
starting with this graduating class, it can be time to improve soci-
ety once again.

I hope graduating seniors will take that to heart.
Meanwhile, the school district and the communities associated 

with it planned some very special events for the graduates. Some 
are still to come, if all goes well. So, stay tuned.

With that said, I would like to mention one graduate in particu-
lar - Jacob Prado. This Cometeer that you are reading would likely 
not have happened without Prado and a few others who will be se-
niors this next school year. Prado started with the Phoenix Rising 
newspaper at Phoenix Middle School when he was in sixth grade. 
I was volunteering to help with the paper back then. By the next 
school year I was a co-advisor for it.

When Prado finished at Phoenix, he wanted to continue work-
ing on a school newspaper. However, the Cometeer at D-DHS was 
allowed to die out some years earlier. It was our mission to try to 
revive the high school paper while continuing the middle school 
paper. Three school years ago, the Cometeer made a comeback! I 
have been the advisor of both school newspapers since then and 
Prado has been a solid leader of the Cometeer, just as he was with 
Rising. He will be missed as he takes his talents to Coe College.

Hopefully, school will be back to a “new normal” in a few 
months. If so, hopefully there can still be school newspapers that 
I can lead with the help of many returning students and an influx 
of new students who will understand the importance of having 
school newspapers to spread the word about what is happening 
in their schools and in their lives as a whole. We are witnessing 
the importance of that every single day as the world, including 
schools, keeps changing.

Here’s a salute to the Class of 2020 for handling the challenges 
with class, together, as they now go their separate ways.

LIKE TO WRITE?
This is the final edition of the 

Cometeer for the 2019-20 school year.
Hopefully the 2020-21 school year

can be back to normal
and then students who are

interested can join the

Cometeer staff!
Contact Mr. Aiello at:

thomaiello@gmail.com
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Opinion:
‘Pippin’ would have been amazing
By Abigail Gleiter
Cometeer staff

The musical “Pippin” was scheduled to take place in mid-March. 
However, due to the Stay at Home order, it was postponed and 
later canceled. As a student who was part of the cast that worked 
tirelessly to put on an amazing musical to an audience of roughly 
20 people during dress rehearsal versus a full house, this was a 
devastating blow.

As much as I loved the musical, you go to practice and put in 
endless hours for one task; to perform the show in front of a live 
audience. And, although I loved rehearsals and being around the 
other cast members, I also looked forward to completing it. For 
those who are not aware, musical practices typically require a 
minimum of 12 hours per week, plus extra hours occasionally on 
weekends.

Due to the nature of this musical, this sometimes exceeded 21 
hours per week as many cast members spent additional hours 
learning circus skills. So one of the plus sides of it coming to an 
end is resuming life outside of the auditorium. Although the cast is 
willing to put in the hours and handle the stress, it is a lot of hard 
work. So having it completed is a bittersweet relief.

Unfortunately, this year was only bitter. The sense of fulfillment 
that comes with putting on an amazing show, complete with the 
little mess-ups that come with live theatre and fun cast parties, 
was not there. On Friday the 13th (how fitting), the opening day of 
“Pippin”, the cast, crew, and pit for the show were called down to 
the auditorium and were informed that we could not do the show as 
scheduled and it was uncertain if we would ever be able to.

The uncertainty of it all was stressful, because we knew we 
would have to continue practicing without the rest of the cast in 
the event it did take place. Weeks later we learned there would not 
be a performance; just a cast, crew, and pit wishing it weren’t so. 
Though we were disappointed about the circumstances, we knew 
we could not control them. We understand that everyone is fac-
ing uncertainty at the moment, and compared to others we have 
it easy.

About the musical
The musical “Pippin” is about a prince who doesn’t know what 

he wants to do with his life. He is assisted by the Leading Players 
to help discover his purpose. This musical was complete with acro-
batics, stunts, tightrope walking, fire-eating, aerial hoops and silks 
performed by the cast who were taught by Mr. and Mrs. Fleming, 

formerly in the circus. The circus performers follow Prince Pippin, 
played by Hunter Kastning, and help illustrate the beautiful sto-
ryline narrated by the Leading Players, played by Ronnell Fleming 
and Jordane Torres-Raby.

Though this particular show will not go on, next year many will 
return to prepare for another. Please keep in mind that musicals are 
the theater’s version of a “home game”. So please plan to attend 
the musical next spring and show your Comet Pride! 

Introducing participants
And now ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls of all ages…
The Cast: Hunter Kastning, Scott Sirkman, Ellie Petersen, Is-

abel Calhoun, Alexander Stark, Trinity Dement, Abigail Gleiter, 
Elizabeth O’Niel, Morgan Lock, John ‘Saith’ Moses, Jessica Ol-
son, Brianna Stoll, Myles Lockhart, Cassidee Baumeister, Kody 
Lebow, Maddie Santeler, Eliana Gluchman, Kaia Warner, Jordane 
Torres-Raby, Dylan David Keys, Emily Barker, Kianna Hiemstra, 
Xavier Bullock, Janelle Simons, Sophia Roth, Breanna Yartey, 
Ruby Perez, Elijah Gleiter, Jorian Breidenstein, Diana Moses, 
Maxamillian Hultine, Molly Hahn, Marissa Torres-Raby, Dakota 
Thompson, Madison Gordon, Silvia De La Cruz, Naitaly Napa-
dano, Skyler Hall, Ronnell Fleming, Liz Craig and Liam Jeninga.

Stage Crew: Maelynn Schnurr, Gabe Kennedy, Charlotte Van 
Dan, Katelynn Gums, Joliene Terpstra, Xavier Bullock, Jamie Pe-
hkonen, Isabel Calhoun, Kody Lebow and Ronnell Flemming.

Sound: Nicholas Marsh

Continued on page 6
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Girls have successful basketball season
By Cometeer staff

Pulling off an upset over the fifth-
ranked team in the state helped spark 
the Delavan-Darien High School 
girls basketball team to a fifth-place 
finish in the Southern Lakes Con-
ference. The Comets finished 5-9 in 
SLC play and 10-14 overall.

It was on Jan. 28 that D-DHS up-
ended Union Grove 46-36. Union 
Grove, which tied Lake Geneva 
Badger for the conference title at 
11-3. Union Grove was ranked fifth 
in the Associated Press Division 2 
state poll entering that game.

“It was a great season with the 
growth of the team, both in terms of 
individual development and team 
development,” said Coach Marty 
Speth of D-DHS. “I thought our 
defensive effort was really consis-
tent all year long and our offense 
became more consistent.”

The Comets finished the regu-
lar season 4-3 since the upset win. 
They then beat Burlington 49-30 in 
a regional opener before falling 47-
33 to Waterford in the next tourna-

ment game. Waterford rallied to edge 
D-DHS 46-43 in overtime on Jan. 24, just before the Comets upset 
Union Grove.

Sophomore McKenna Williams earned first-team all-conference 
for the Comets. She was ninth on SLC scoring average with 10.2 
points per game (eighth in total points with 143) and second in 

Rylee Crull

Kailea Timmerman

McKenna Williams

rebounding at 11.9 per game (sec-
ond in total rebounds with 166), 
including being first in defensive 
rebounding (with 99, 7.1 per game) 
and second in offensive rebounding 
(with 67, 4.8 per game).

Senior Kailea Timmerman and 
freshman Rylee Crull received hon-
orable mention all-SLC. Timmer-
man was seventh in the SLC in total 
points with 151 and eighth in aver-
age ppg with 10.8. Crull was sixth 
in conference scoring with 174 
points, finishing sixth in average 
ppg at 12.4. The point guard tied for 
seventh in conference steals with 
35, which was good for the ninth 
best average of 2.5 per game.

The other starters for D-DHS 
were seniors Annyce Peralta (third 
in SLC steals with 55 total and 3.9 
per game) and Jasmin Speth. The 
fourth senior on the team was re-
serve Heather Ream.

Varsity assistant coaches were 
Stephen Zeczkowski and Bill Al-
berts.

The D-DHS Junior Varsity 1 
squad, coached by Kassandra Huer-
ta and assisted by Bob Quartucci, 
finished 7-7 in the SLC and 9-12 
overall. The JV2 team, coached by 
Thom Aiello, finished 5-7 in the 
SLC and 9-8 overall.

D-D boys basketball picks up the pace
By Jacob Szczap
Cometeer staff

The 2019-20 Delavan-Darien High School Comets boys bas-
ketball team should and will be remembered for their contribu-
tions to jumpstart the program. The Comets put a dismal season 
behind them and, led by new coach Todd Pyszora, they laid the 
first few bricks of the House of Com-
et Basketball. The Comets finished 
4-20 (including 1-13 in the Southern 
Lakes Conference), but were able to 
get the once-dominant program back 
on its feet. The season included a 
Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic 
Association Division 2 playoff win 
over Waterford, their first in years. 

Delavan-Darien started the season 
by experiencing back-to-back heart-
breaking losses to South Milwaukee 
and Whitewater. In the two games, 

the Comets lost by a combined nine points. Even though the 
final result wasn’t what they wanted, the two games proved to 
be very helpful down the road.  It lit a spark in the team, as it 
was determined to get to the other end of things. On Dec. 10, 
the Comets got their 37-game losing streak monkey off of their 
backs by beating Lake Geneva Badger, 63-59. The win mer-
cifully ended their almost two-year losing streak. Sophomore 
Erik Cesarz put up 20 points and junior Luke Freitag added 12. 

The Comets stumbled into the tournament with a 3-19 record, 
but surprised everyone but themselves when they beat Water-
ford, 66-64. Determined to win a playoff game, Delavan-Darien 
beat the team they lost to by 14 points just days earlier. Freitag 
scored an impressive 30 points to lead the Comets, including 
seven three-pointers. 

When the season ended, seniors Braedon Hembrook, Oliver 
Hetzel, Jay T Greenwald, Mateo Morales, Gavin Winkle, Ben 
Butke, and Burke Struck all said goodbye to their careers as 
basketball players at D-DHS. They will all be missed.Oliver Hetzel
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D-DHS wrestlers pin down opponents
By Cometeer staff

There are many ways to record the success of the Delavan-Dar-
ien High School wrestling team. Ten matmen made the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic Association sectional meet. The Comets 

were 19-8 overall. They had four 
wrestlers with 30-plus wins and 
seven with 23 or more victories. 
D-DHS was first out of six teams 
in the New Berlin Duals and first 
out of six in the Poynette Duals. 
Also, the Comets finished 15th 
out of 37 teams in the strong Mid 
States event.

A former Comets coach, Clay 
Nelson, took over the head 
coaching duties. The Comets 
were 3-4 in Southern Lakes 
Conference dual meets to finish 
sixth in the standings. They were 
seventh out of eight teams in the 
SLC Meet.

The Comets finished fourth 
out of eight teams in the regional 

meet, advancing to the sectional Mason Hennessey at 106 pounds 
(fourth in sectional), Chris Karbash 113 (third), Jacob Greidanus 

Jared Greidanus
Owen Chelminiak

126, Owen Chelminiak 132 (third), Jared Greidanus 138 (third), 
Cole Hanson 145 (third), Mario Barajas 160, Luke Loback 170, 
Logan Herman 220, and Diego Nova, one of two seniors on the 
team, 285. The top two at each weight class advanced to the state 
meet.

Hanson, the lone regional 
champion, finished his sopho-
more season with a 38-7 record. 
Junior Mason Hennessey was 
37-8, sophomore Owen Chelm-
iniak was 36-13, junior Jared 
Greidanus was 31-13, freshman 
Karbash was 29-11, junior Ja-
cob Greidanus was 26-13 and 
sophomore Max Hennessey was 
23-15.

D-DHS was 14th out of 18 
teams in the Gunslinger Invita-
tional amd third out of six teams 
each in the Edgerton Duals and 
the Slinger Duals

Jim Hanson was the varsity as-
sistant coach, with Steve Schultz 
coaching the junior varsity and 
Hank Johnson serving as the freshman coach.

Sports honors

Victoria Brouka won Honorable 
Mention in swimming from the 
Southern Lakes Conference.

Jordan Ivans won Hon-
orable Mention in Boys 
Swimming.

Opinion:
Packers draft surprise-QB LoveDue to Corona virus, the 

Winter Sports Night was 
cancelled. 

Here the winners of the 
All-conference Southern 
Lakes Conference winter 
awards.

First team all Conference: 
McKenna Williams- Girls 
Basketball 

Second team all 
Conference- Jared 
Greidanus- Wrestling

Honorable Mention: 
Oliver Hetzel - Boys 
Basketball, Kailea 
Timmerman - Girls 
Basketball, Rylee Crull - 
Girls Basketball, Jordan 
Ivans - Boys Swim, Victoria 
Brouka - Girls Swim AFS 
Students, Owen Chelminiak 
- Wrestling. 

All sports photos throughout
by the D-DHS Yearbook staff

By Jacob Szczap
Cometeer staff

If you’re a Green Bay Packers fan, put yourself back in your 
own shoes after that brutal NFC Championship Game loss to the 
San Francisco 49ers. The Packers had just finished the regular sea-
son at 13-3 and were a game away from playing in the Super Bowl. 
You probably would think that in the upcoming off-season, the 
Packers’ front office would make moves to make the next step: 
getting to the Super Bowl and winning it.

The two main needs for the Packers were wide receiver and line-
backer. All season long the Green Bay receiving corps was ex-
posed for its lack of depth behind Davante Adams. At linebacker, 
well they just were burned for 300-plus yards against a third-string 
running back in the National Football Conference Championship 
Game on the road.

Fast forward to draft week, and it looked like the Packers were 
in a very good position to fulfill those two needs; the draft’s two 
best positions were arguably wide receiver and middle linebacker. 
The draft was loaded with receiver talent, which obviously looked 
like a positive.

In a night filled with hope and optimism to take the next step in 
bringing a Lombardi Trophy back to Green Bay, the Packers did 
the unthinkable. They drafted a quarterback. Not only that, they 
traded UP to draft a quarterback. That quarterback is Jordan Love, 
out of Utah State.

At first shock. Then, confusion. Then the realization that this 
was 100 percent the wrong pick.
Here are some thoughts from the Packers’ first-round selection:
IT DIDN’T IMPROVE THE GREEN BAY PACKERS FOR 

Continued on page 8
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and she did not know what would happen with her.
“For sure I’m going to continue my studies and maybe visit 

other countries. We’ll see what happens and I am open for new 
changes,” she said

Nané said she wants to be an English-Armenian interpreter/
translator.

She was very close with an Italian exchange student and another 
friend from Delavan. In her free time, Nané likes going to movies, 
shopping, hiking, biking, listening to music and dancing.

How was it returning to her homeland?
“My family’s very excited to see me again and they missed me a 

lot,” she said shortly 
after returning. “I’ll 
stay with them until 
the end of May and 
I will leave them 
again. They live in a 
different city where I 
am now and I work 
in the capital city. 
Hopefully every-
thing (with the pan-
demic) will be OK 
by that time and I’ll 
be allowed to work. 
There are not many 
cases in Armenia and 
we are doing our best 
to stay safe.”

However, some 

Continued from page 3
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Pippin...

later information 
showed the country 
had nearly 25,000 
confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, with 
426 deaths.

Earlier in the 
school year, Nané 
gave a presentation 
about Armenia at 
Aram Public Library 
in Delavan. The 
country is bordered 
by Iran to the north, 
Turkey to the west, 
Georgia to the north 
and Azerbaijan to 
the east. Christianity 
is the main religion. 
She said the country 
has a rich history - 
17 or 18 years older than Rome, Italy - and is good in technology. 
Russian is a second language to Nane, who also knows French, 
German, English and, of course, Armenian. She was also learning 
Spanish and sign language.

Their family moved a lot as her father was a soldier. She has an 
older sister in St. Petersburg, Russia, and a younger brother. She 
said high schools have three or four floors and she studied history 
and languages, so she would be in the same room for three years 
with about 25 students, mostly girls. The driving age there is 18.

Nané said they do not have guns in Armenia and there is “danc-
ing in the street.” She said the year before there was a huge revolu-

Continued from page 1

Nané Ohanian...

  Nané and Michelle Carter, Directory of 
Aram Public Library. (Photo by Thom Aiello)

  A shop in Yerevan, Armenia. (Photo pro-
vided) Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 1

tion and classes. We as a class grew up in the age of technological 
advances and, first-hand, saw how education changed as more and 
more technology was integrated into our schools. From the inte-
gration of smart boards in the classrooms to the individual chrome-
books for all students, our educational experience has changed 
drastically from what our parents saw and even what older siblings 

saw.
When the pandemic started to spread 

rapidly throughout the U.S., many 
teachers began to introduce the idea of 
virtual learning as it was likely going 
to become a reality. Luckily for me the 
transition into virtual learning was not 
as tough as it may be for others because 
of my limited class schedule. Talking 
with friends from other area schools, I 
was seeing that many needed to be in 
Zoom classes or another video chat to 

get credit and, luckily I haven’t had that so I was able to work 
around my schedule. 

As a one of the managers at a local business, this pandemic has 
been hitting us as well, making my schedule at work unpredictable, 
ever-changing, and very stressful, and the virtual learning allowed 
me to focus on work as well as school on my own schedule. The bad 
part of this whole situation, in terms of my education, is my class 
rank and grade point average. While this seems so insignificant in 
times like these, I value these two numbers because I worked hard 
throughout my time in school to maintain them. D-DHS switching 
to a pass/fail grading system concerns me because I wonder now 
whether I will have a final semester GPA and whether my class 
rank will fall because, although I maintained them, virtual learning 
is not how I learn, so it has become much harder to keep up those 
great grades that helped me achieve some scholarships. 

Another major change is how we interact with others, not just 
in school, but everywhere. As an independent student going to the 
grocery store for my weekly groceries is now much different than 
before this pandemic. Slowly and slowly, more measures at name-
brand stores like Walmart were taken, to the point of creating lines 
outside the store in order to limit the number of guests inside. This, 
to me, is not an overreaction but a necessary step, until people be-
gin to argue with it and refuse to follow it.

This is not just Walmart, but restaurants and any other stores, 
many of them closing. At the restaurant I co-manage, we have had 
to ensure that we up our sanitary policies and make sure we take 
more measures to stop the spread of COVID-19. Due to this, we 
decided it would be best to convert our operations to drive-thru 
only and took advantage of closing to do some much-needed re-
pairs that would have required us to shut down for a week in the 
midst of a busy season.

While by now I have adapted to these changes everywhere, what 
is worse for me and what I can’t adapt to is the social isolation 
from those I want to see. Not being able to see my friends clos-
est to me, the teachers that pour their hearts into the education of 
their students, and just other people I may not see every day, but 
every once in a while, has been bothering me more than any other 
changes. I am lucky enough to have somewhere to go and see other 
people at work, but I could not imagine not being able to see any-
one besides the same people every day for weeks. 

Finally, another thing that has changed for me and what saddens 
me almost as much as not seeing my friends is the ending to my 
high school career. Graduation is one of life’s many milestones 

and something that you look forward to as a freshman, thinking of 
walking down that stage and receiving your diploma, knowing you 
made it through and can move on to do even greater things.

Now with COVID-19 shutting down most of the country, and 
Gov. Tony Evers shutting down Wisconsin’s K-12 schools for the 
remainder of the school year, a traditional graduation isn’t going 
to be an option. While I know the teachers, staff and administra-
tion, as well as the community, feel for all of us seniors and want 
to help, when it comes to graduation it is going to come down to 
state social distancing guidelines and safer-at-home orders being 
done and over with.

I am glad that there was a town parade for all of the seniors 
of the class of 2020, but I am sad it had to come down to this as 
a graduation looks unlikely. While it saddens me to think this is 
how it is going to come to an end, I am grateful for the teachers, 
staff and administration that has supported me tirelessly through 
my journey.  I am excited and hopeful to begin the next chapter of 
my life at Coe College. 

While there are many more changes, and for everyone the chang-
es may affect them differently, these I have discussed are what I 
view as most impactful. I am glad to have had my education at 
Delavan-Darien and hope, as I move forward in life, I will contin-
ue to receive the same love and support from Coe College, where I 
plan to major in business. Please, I encourage everyone to continue 
to follow social distancing guidelines so that we can move on with 
our lives and get back to the normal we all know and love.

(Advisor’s note: Prado wrote this column before some of the 
state, community and local school district plans were finalized.)

Seniors...

tion for many months, but no one was killed. Now the govern-
ment has many young people in it.

“People have a positive attitude, even if poor,” she said. “We 
just cherish everything that we have.”

She added that Armenia is a very safe country and people are 
happy to help foreigners. The school system is hard. The first 
year, students learn Armenian. The second year is to learn Rus-
sian and, by the fourth year, students are fluent. After that, they 
learn other languages.

That made school in Delavan “real easy for me,” said Nane.
She said Armenia is “one of the oldest wine-producing coun-

tries in the world. If you go to someone’s house and you do not 
drink, it’s rude, like (you’re) not a good friend.”

With some luck, Nané will see friends in the United States 
again one day. Hopefully, at that time, her trip will not be cut 
short.

(Advisor’s note: This article was going to be written by an-
other exchange student on The Cometeer staff, but COVID-19 
changed the plan.)

Continued from page 6
Nané Ohanian...

Jacob Prado

  Nané (front row, center) and her teammates on the D-DHS 
cross country team. (Photo provided)
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THIS YEAR!!!  As stated earlier, the Packers went 13-3 and fin-
ished a game away from the Super Bowl. Lucky for them, their 
two biggest needs were also arguably the two most talented posi-
tions in this year’s draft: wide receiver and linebacker. Whenever 
your number two wide receiver is undrafted and was cut from the 

Jacksonville Jaguars, you’re 
going to have a problem. (No 
offense, Allen Lazard.) And 
after that brutal NFC Cham-
pionship Game, the Packers’ 
linebackers were exposed. If 
you don’t like any of the wide 
receivers available, why not 
bolster your defense? Either 
pick would’ve at least helped 
them improve their chances at 
a Super Bowl. If they only lost 
three games with that kind of 
wide receiver group, imagine 
what quarterback Aaron Rod-
gers could’ve done with  an 
extra weapon or two. General 

Manager Brian Gutekunst is building for the future in a year that 
is the future. What he built in previous seasons was all for NOW. 
This was the draft to address your final needs and to make the final 
push to the Super Bowl. Instead, he decided to build for the future 
in a year he didn’t have to.

This was a total slap in the face of Rodgers. The quarterback 
who has stated his goal of finishing his career in Green Bay sev-
eral times was dealt a blow that he really didn’t need. In a year 
in which Rodgers (and the whole world) was expecting help at 
the wide receiver position, he got his replacement. Think about 
what the Packers accomplished last season with Rodgers under 
center. He went 13-3 while throwing for 26 touchdown passes. 
Now consider the conditions in which he did it. Last season 
was the first in a new offensive scheme, so, naturally, there 
were some bumps in the road. Also, the infamous receiver po-
sition. After Adams, Rodgers’ options were Lazard, Geronimo 
Allison, Marquez Valdez-Scantling, and Jake Kumerow. Not 
exactly the 2011 Sports Illustrated cover. Rodgers was able to 
overcome those two obstacles and lead the Packers to title con-
tention. Now think about what more he could accomplish in the 
upcoming season if the front office filled the hole of the team’s 
biggest need. Out of Rodgers’ 12 years as starting quarterback, 
this was the year to get him what he needed.

Love may not have even been the best quarterback choice for 
the Packers. Coming into the draft, the three best quarterback 
prospects were obviously Joe Burrow, Tua Tagavaoila and Jus-
tin Herbert. After that? A bit of a drop-off. If the Packers really 
needed a QB they had choices. Realistically, they could’ve taken 
Love, Jalen Hurts, Jacob Eason or even Jake Fromm. Out of all 
those guys, Love’s name is easily the least flashy. He played in the 
Mountain West Conference, for Utah State, and didn’t exactly put 
up numbers - 20 touchdowns to go with 17 interceptions. I get it, 
he’s talented, he’s 6-foot-4, and has plenty of upside. And I totally 
understand Gutekenst’s decision to take a quarterback. Rodgers is 
getting older, and it is time to start thinking about the future.  But 
is Love really worth a first-round pick and the fourth-round pick 
you traded to move up? Why not take Hurts, Eason or Fromm later 
in the draft? That way you can pick up what you truly need in the 
first round, all while building for the future. The 17 interceptions 

are self-explanatory, and it makes it worse when you consider the 
fact that he played in only the sixth-best football conference. It’s 
not like the guy was playing against National Football League tal-
ent every week. Even if he was, 17 picks in a 13-game season is 
just unacceptable.  Here’s what some anonymous scouts had to 
say on Love: “I’m not a fan. Everybody else seems to be. Does 
he make smart decisions? I don’t think so. Average arm strength. 
Slow decision-maker. I don’t know if he reads coverages. Wide 
receivers have to work to make tough adjustment catches. Elusive, 
not fast.” “He got arrested for weed. You don’t want the face of 
your franchise getting arrested for weed. “The body language was 
awful and the accuracy was worse. He didn’t look like he knew 
what he was doing or that he wanted to play. There were numerous 
times he’s looking right at an open wideout or a tight end coming 
right in the middle and the two linebackers are on the hashes and 
there’s a receiver standing in the middle of the field and he doesn’t 
throw it to him. Or he throws it to him late. I don’t think he’s cor-
rectable.”  Man, this is so frustrating writing this.

Lastly, don’t even compare this situation to the one Green Bay 
experienced 15 years ago, when the Packers drafted Rodgers as 
Brett Favre’s apparent future replacement. The Rodgers-Love 
situation is similar to the Favre-Rodgers, but also drastically dif-
ferent. In 2005, the Packers 
were becoming increasingly 
worried by Favre’s tenden-
cy to threaten retirement. 
It seemed after the end of 
the past few seasons, Favre 
would hint at retirement. 
Meanwhile, Rodgers has 
talked about how his biggest goal is to finish his career and retire 
as a Packer. He loves this franchise and this state. Also, in that 
2005 draft, Rodgers was projected by some as the best quarterback 
in the draft and even the  No. 1 pick (to San Francisco) So when he 
unexpectedly fell all the way to the 24th pick, the Packers had to 
pull the trigger. In Love’s case, the Packers traded up to take him.

Jordan Love...
Continued from page 5

Jordan Love

State pro sports teams solid, but 
come up short of championships
By Jacob Szczap
Cometeer staff

Months ago, the San Francisco 49ers punched their ticket to the 
Super Bowl by beating the Green Bay Packers 37-20 in the NFC 
Championship Game. This scene is all too familiar for Wiscon-
sin sports fans, among the most passionate in the world. In the 
past several years, all three of the major Wisconsin professional 
sports teams have fallen right on the brink of a championship. It 
has been a common theme for local teams to have special seasons, 
to advance a round or two in the postseason, and then to fall on 
the doorstep of competing for a championship, leaving fans heart-
broken.

Even though fans have endured plenty of heartbreak, excitement 
for Wisconsin sports has never been higher, especially in Milwau-
kee, pre-pandemic. Think about it - the Brewers and Bucks aren’t 
exactly model franchises. The Brewers have one World Series ap-
pearance (in 1982), in which they lost in seven games and that 
is the franchise’s high point. Only three times since then has the 
club been back in the postseason. Brewers fans suffered through 
26 years of no playoff baseball, and players with legendary careers 
were unable to win, despite outstanding stat lines. Meanwhile, the 
Bucks’ one championship (1971), nobody seems to remember, and 
it wasn’t that significant at the time, as the franchise was only three 

Continued on page 9

Opinion...
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years old. From the mid 1970s to now, the Bucks truly can be con-
sidered the NBA’s worst franchise. Now, both franchises are com-
peting and have advanced in the playoffs in the past years. 

The Bucks are now arguably in the best position they have ever 
been in. Led by MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo, they have the best 
record in the NBA. They play in a brand-new, state-of-the-art are-
na, Fiserv Forum. With the emergence of the new arena, so has 

the birth of bars, 
restaurants and 
nightlife sur-
rounding the 
area.  

Last season 
the Bucks won a 
franchise-best 60 

games, cruising through the regular season. However, with win-
ning comes high expectations, and with fans picturing a Finals ap-
pearance, the Bucks fell flat. They rolled through the first round 
of the playoffs by sweeping the Detroit Pistons. Then after losing 
the first game of the Eastern Conference semifinals to the Boston 
Celtics, the Bucks won the next four games, advancing to their first 
Eastern Conference Finals since 2001.  In this series the Bucks 
went up 2-0 on the Raptors in front of a raucous home crowd. With 
only two more wins before the NBA Finals, the Bucks then lost 
four straight games, including an overtime loss in a pivotal Game 
3. In the series-clinching Game 6, Kawhi Leonard led eventual 
champion Toronto to a come-from-behind, heartbreaking loss for 
Bucks fans. Milwaukee fans knew this feeling was all too familiar, 
as they had experienced the same feeling just months earlier, when 
the Brewers fell in Game 7 of the NLCS. 

After a surprising 2017 campaign, in which the Brewers won 
86 games, Milwaukee’s front office took a gamble, trading for 
Christian Yelich and signing Lorenzo Cain. As we know now, the 
deals worked out, but at the time there was skepticism involving 
the trades, as top prospects were given up. However, these moves 
showed the fans that the team was ready to win, and enthusiasm 
for the season was through the roof. In a roller coaster season, the 
Brewers finished 96-66, and had to play an extra game against the 
rival Chicago Cubs in order to decide the NL Central Division. 
Playing at historical Wrigley Field, the Brewers won their second 
division title, making it especially sweet coming against the Cubs.

Now, the excitement was truly brewing in Milwaukee, as the 
club had the National League’s best record. Riding an eight-game 
win streak, the Brewers won three more games, sweeping the Col-
orado Rockies. With the win streak at 11, the Brewers welcomed 
the Los Angeles Dodgers into town to start a seven-game series for 
a trip to the World Series. The Brewers extended their win streak in 
Game 1,  as Corey Knebel survived  a late-inning scare. 

Game 2 of the NLCS was the turning point in the series and the 
whole Brewers season. Leading by three runs with just nine outs 
to go, the Brewers bullpen - which had been dominant all year - fi-
nally collapsed. Jeremy Jeffress gave up two runs in the 7th inning, 
and two more in the eighth, helping the Dodgers tie the series and 
send it back to Los Angeles. If the Brewers would have won, they 
would have gone up 2-0 in the series, putting themselves in perfect 
shape for a World Series berth. 

After stealing Game 3, the Brewers lost two straight, putting 
them in a do-or-die position as the series shifted back to Milwau-
kee. If they lost just one game, their season would be over. Game 
6 was exactly what the Brewers and their nervous fan base needed. 
A four-run first inning got the Miller Park crowd to an ear-splitting 
volume, and the Brew Crew rolled to a 7-2 victory. A fan base eager 
for another World Series appearance awoke the next day with an 
opportunity to achieve it ; Game 7 of the NLCS was to be played 

that night in Milwaukee. That was the night that the Brewers could 
finally put their then 36-year Fall Classic drought to bed, but sadly, 
it didn’t occur. Yelich homered in the first inning, but the Dodgers’ 
Yasiel Puig answered with a two-run shot of his own, quieting the 
crowd for seemingly the rest of the game. This blow was tough to 
take, as the whole state could practically taste a World Series. 

The question remains, why do our professional sports teams keep 
leaving fans heartbroken, and what does it say about the fan bases? 
First of all, I say all teams competing is a great thing for the state. 
For example, the Bucks are in perfect position, playing in a new 
arena, selling out every game, and - most of all - winning. If teams 
are getting to and winning in the playoffs, that is never a bad thing, 
even if they fall in the end. After all of this, the state’s three profes-
sional teams still stand in remarkable positions.

From the Bucks’ 2-0 collapse at the expense of Leonard and the 
Raptors, to the Brewers being on the cusp of their first World Series 
appearance since 1982, we’ve endured a lot these past years. How-
ever, I don’t think any of us would trade watching these special 
teams for the world, especially after years of mediocrity. All of our 
pro teams competing at the same time is very special, and has never 
really happened before. One day, the state’s decade-long champi-
onship drought will end, making it all worth it.

Wisconsin pro sports...
Continued from page 8

PACKERS INVITE STUDENT ARTISTS 
TO SUBMIT ARTWORK FOR

FOURTH ANNUAL

 ‘PACKERS STUDENT ART CONTEST’
Winning students will have their art displayed at Lambeau 

Field, receive tickets to a Packers home game and earn a 
$5,000 donation for their school art program

The Green Bay Packers are inviting student artists to sub-
mit artwork for the fourth annual Packers Student Art Contest, 
with three grand prize winners earning the opportunity for their 
art to be featured at Lambeau Field, a trip to a Packers home 
game and a donation for their school.

The deadline to submit pieces is July 12, and the winning 
pieces will be displayed in the stadium’s club levels through-
out the upcoming season.

The three grand prize winners also will receive a $5,000 do-
nation to the winner’s school art program and tickets for each 
winner and two guests to a future game at Lambeau Field.

The theme of this year’s contest is “Packers Gameday Tra-
ditions” and asks students to share an artistic representation 
of what gameday means to them. For example, a piece could 
feature fans tailgating at Lambeau Field or wearing green and 
gold halfway around the world. It could illustrate the intensity 
of preparation or highlight the emotions and adrenaline of a 
close game. It could depict the thrill of victory or the agony of 
defeat.

Artists are invited to capture “Packers Gameday Traditions” 
through painting, drawings, prints, digital art, mixed media or 
collage.



PAGE 10                                                                                                                      THE COMETEER

Delavan-Darien class of 2020 senior parade

Photos by 
Wendy Shafer


