
July 3 Update 

 

Marshall Schools Staff, 

 

Hope all are well and able to enjoy the 4th of July Weekend. 

 

Wanted you to know where we are at and where we are headed with our planning for a Return to 

In-Person School for 2020-21. 

 

The Admin. Team and I have made progress this week sifting through the ISBE Guidance / 

Expectations for In-Person Learning this August.  We have come up with a basis for a plan that 

would allow for In-Person School beginning August 18 with students 5 days a week.  This does 

include following the guidance of the Governor / ISBE / IDPH that mandates the wearing of 

Face Coverings / Masks by Staff  & Students at all times.  We have surveyed parents (see the 

link below), and with over 1000 students accounted for, 72% are ready to send their students to 

school under these conditions.  

 

To see the parent survey, follow this link.  This is for viewing purposes unless you are a parent 

who has not completed the survey. 

 

 https://forms.gle/u1MoM9aWymKAty2X8 

 

 

With regards to Remote Learning, we are also preparing for that possibility as well knowing that 

there will be some students that have a valid reason / excuse not to attend in person and will need 

us to serve them and also knowing there is always the possibility that all students have to return 

to remote learning for stretches of time this year. 

 

 

To hear the latest that I have shared publicly on WMMC, follow this link 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YmW2ZtIVD1fiWIDojHXpAQknaOtgVPDc/view?usp=sharing 

 

As of today, this is what we have mapped out so far to work off of and refine… 

 

Face Coverings (Masks ) will be required of Staff and Students at all times inside and on busses 

and outside when social distancing is not possible.  A minimum of 2 masks will be provided to all 

staff and students.  -  There is much debate and politics going on with this right now.  We are 

going to follow the guidance to the best of our ability as it is the gateway to returning to in-

person school at this time. 

 

Students and Staff would do a Self-Certification Health Check (similar to what we have done in 

person with Summer Driver Education Students and IHSA Stage 1 Participants )  

- Link here  https://forms.gle/n6N6YFGNmmsD1jyB9  

 

https://forms.gle/u1MoM9aWymKAty2X8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YmW2ZtIVD1fiWIDojHXpAQknaOtgVPDc/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/n6N6YFGNmmsD1jyB9


We are looking at running route busses only to keep numbers down with at least 1 in each seat - 

2 if they are siblings or if numbers dictate it with 50 being the max number of students), without 

shuttles, and limited in-town pick-ups.  Drivers & Students would be masked at all times on the 

bus. 

 

Students whether they walk, are dropped off, or ride the bus will arrive between 7:45 & 8:00 

(this may be extended) and head to their start of the day class (grab and go breakfast and stop by 

locker at JH & HS along the way) 

 

Classrooms will be set up to have extra furniture removed leaving the teacher desk and students 

desks as socially distanced as possible (we will be working with you on the process of removing 

the extra materials and extra furniture from the classrooms with some going home and some 

being marked for storage until we return to normal) 

 

Cross mixing of groups will be kept to a minimum which is much easier at the elementary level 

(no reading groups. specials teachers would come to the class - ex. Art on a Cart).  PE would not 

dress out and would be outside as much as possible (students if social distanced would not have 

to wear a mask outside).  This would be the same for elementary recesses, which we will try to 

have.  We are working on how to do Music, Chorus, and Band. 

 

Lunches at North and South would be carted to the classrooms where students would eat with 

Aides supervising.  At MJHS the lunches would be brought over and students would eat in our 

larger spaces such as Stage, Gym, Library, and potentially outside.  At MHS 10th - 12th would 

still have an open campus and those that eat at school would socially distance in line and as they 

eat in the cafeteria or McNary Hallway.  Afternoon classes at the HS will be lengthened by 8 

minutes and the tutorial eliminated at least at the start of the year (eliminates another 

transition and makes 1 less period where groups are mixed. 

 

Afternoon Bus Routes will be scheduled for route riders only where each route bus will pick up 

their students at South, then North, then JH & HS.  This cuts down on mixing of groups in tight 

spaces.  There will not be shuttles at the beginning of the year.  This will cause more to walk, be 

pick-ups, etc. 

 

We are also in dialogue with our Legal Team, School Board, Area Superintendents, Clark 

County Health, Insurance Company etc. as we work towards our plan.   

 

Next Tuesday,  a team of MEA Leadership, Coaches involved in the IHSA Stage 1 Workouts, 

School Health Professionals, Admin. Team, Garry, Deb, Teresa, Darin & Lauretta will be 

meeting to collaborate on more of the details and questions of the plan.  This meeting will result 

in a survey for staff that will give all a chance to provide some input and insight into the plan and 

also gauge more of the questions and speed bumps that we have left to work through.    

 

Wednesday,  Myself and the other County Superintendents will be meeting with the County 

Health Department. 

 



Thursday is our regular board meeting where the full School Board will be actively involved in 

making decisions on the plan. 

 

Friday, you should have a more detailed plan outline in front of you knowing that there are many 

questions and details that will still need worked through and that much can change between now 

and the start of school. 

 

More to come next week and in the coming weeks, so please stay tuned.  The further we get 

along in the process, the more communication there will be to work through everyone's questions 

that are specific to them and their own health/classroom/child care / transportation issues. 

 

With regards to sports, we are still stuck in the IHSA Stage 1 until the ISBE and IDPH says 

anything different.  When we know more we will share.   

 

Again, hope you have a chance to enjoy the 4th of July weekend. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Ross 
 


