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July 2, 2020 
 
 
Dear eStem Families, 
 
As we all prepare for a school year like no other, our team is working hard to make 
decisions and plans with the safety of the entire eStem community in mind. Planning 
for the 2020-2021 school year is difficult because there are so many things we don’t 
yet know about the ways COVID-19 will continue to affect our community over the 
next weeks/months. All plans are subject to change as we receive new guidance 
from Governor Hutchinson, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the 
Arkansas Department of Education, and the Arkansas Department of Health. 
 
In order to develop our plans, your feedback is vitally important. We are asking 
you to please complete our RETURN TO SCHOOL PARENT SURVEY (link can be 
found below) by Friday, July 10th.  
 
We are offering two instructional options for the Fall 2020 semester. For additional 
information regarding the instructional opportunities available to our students, 
please see the email attachment containing answers to frequently asked questions.  
 
Option 1: 100% Virtual Instruction 

Families can choose for their child(ren) to receive all of their instruction 
virtually through teacher-led online instruction, our learning management 
systems, and other online platforms. Students will be expected to log in and 
participate in a virtual classroom 4 days per week (Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday) as Wednesday will be used for deep cleaning of the 
school buildings, small group and individual student interventions, project-
based learning activities, and checking in with teachers for 
questions/answers. 

     
Option 2: Blended Instruction (Combination of Virtual & On-Site Instruction) 

If at least 60% of our students choose the Blended Learning option, students 
will be able to attend school receiving live, onsite instruction for a maximum 
of 2 days per week. Alternatively, if at least 60% of students choose the 
Virtual Learning option, students who choose Blended Learning will be able 
to be onsite 4 days per week. 
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On days when students are not able to be in attendance, instruction will be 
provided virtually. Based on the results of our previous survey, it is likely we 
will need to serve more students onsite; therefore, we are asking families to 
choose for their child to attend school two days a week (either 
Monday/Tuesday OR Thursday/Friday).  

 
By limiting the number of students who will attend on these days, we will be 
able to ensure that we can meet all physical distancing guidelines to the best 
of our ability while on campus. The students will receive virtual instruction 
and at-home activities for the remainder of the week when they are not at 
school.  

 
In an effort to make informed decisions, it is paramount that every eStem family 
completes the RETURN TO SCHOOL PARENT SURVEY. By completing this form, 
you will be making the decision about which form of instruction you would like your 
child to receive this semester. The survey is available now through 11:45 PM on 
Friday, July 10th.   
 
We know this information will create many questions for you, and we will do our 
very best to answer them as new developments unfold. The attached frequently 
asked questions document answers many common questions. Of course, this 
document will be updated regularly as we receive new information and directives. 
Building leaders began working remotely on July 1st and will be available via email 
to answer your questions, as well. 
 
Thank you for trusting us with your child’s education. We look forward to working 
with you this year! 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 

John Bacon 
Chief Executive Officer 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/EStemPublicCharterSchool/_2021ReturnToSchoolParentSurvey

