David Prouty High School teacher Mary McLaughlin recently earned a Mass Insight
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“T was very sur-
prised about the
award. Even though
the award is, in
essence, for doing my
job, it is nice to know
that all of the hard
work and effort does
not go unnoticed,”
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who has been teaching at
DPHS since 2000. “T am also
happy that this is a positive for
Prouty and the school district.
The public should be aware of
all the wonderful things that
happen in this district.”

McLaughlin teaches AP
environmental science, biology
I, biology II, and forensic sci-
ence, In the past, she has also
instructed courses in micro-
biology and earth science,
helping to usher in the STEM
wave that is now flourishing
at Prouty.

In addition to her leadership
in the classroom, McLaughlin
also serves as the DPHS
Student Council advisor, the
Envirothon Team coach, and
an advisor for the class of 2018.
Moreover, she even runs the
shot clock at boys’™ home bas-
ketball games. Throughout her
career she has remained com-
mitted to showing her support
to students in all aspects of
their high school experience,

“My favorite part about
education is seeing students
acquire or hone interests,
especially in the sciences, as
they expand their knowledge,
mature and develop into pro-
ductive members of the com-

munity,” McLaughlin told the
New Leader.

McLaughlin is particularly
impressed each year by the
dedication of her AP students.
In her AP environmental sci-
ence course, students learn
about the world through hands-
on laboratory investigations,
explorations and observations.
Thanks to McLaughlin’s engag-
ing teaching style, students
are also able to identify both
human-made and natural envi-
ronmental problems occurring
in their local ecosystem.

McLaughlin also supports
students advancing their edu-
cation by getting involved in
events like Envirothon.

“The students are motivated
anddedicated. Inaddition to the
regular schedule at Prouty, the
students attend four Saturday
sessions, one of which isa mock
exam preparing them for the
AP exam in May,” McLaughlin
said. “All of the students in
the last class opted to become
members of the David Prouty
Envirothon Team and com-
pete at the Massachusetts
Envirothon Competition. This
meant more time interviewing
residents, researching the cur-
rent issue topic, and attending
the Envirothon. I could not be
more proud of these students.”

DPHS students have thrived
under McLaughlin’s leader-

ship, with 75 percent of AP
exam takers scoring a 3 or bet-
ter last year. The national aver-
age is only about 35 percent,
and DPHS leaders are thrilled
with the work McLaughlin and
her colleagues have done.

“l am very proud of her -
she is an excellent teacher
and a key player in making
this school great,” said DPHS
Principal Elizabeth York.
“There aren’t enough words
to describe her commitment to
this school.”

Kevin Flanders can be
reached at 508-909-4140, or by
e-mail at kflanders@stone-
bridgepress.com.



