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July 1, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/ Guardians: 

 

The Junction City School District takes the safety and well-being of all students, staff, and families 

very seriously.  With that in mind, please be assured that we will work hard to ensure that every 

member of Dragon Nation is following safety precautions as prescribed by the Arkansas 

Department of Health (ADH) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). School will open to 

students on August 13; but we know that for this year and the foreseeable future, school as we 

have always known it no longer exists.   

 

We ask for the community’s patience as we figure out all the details.  Please know that we are 

trying to make the best decisions for our students and community as a whole.  

 

We are faced with many huge challenges that we are working hard to resolve.  The first challenge  

is determining the method  for  delivering the curriculum in an efficient and effective manner that 

best fits all student needs.  Currently, we are investing a huge part of CARES funding in purchasing 

appropriate technology that will provide a high quality virtual experience.  Our hope is to deliver 

both live and recorded lessons.  As we work through the details, we do know that each teacher will 

have designated virtual times during the day in grades 4-12.  In K-3 there will be a designated 

virtual teacher.  As we work through the details, our staff is generating many amazing ideas.   

 

We are not suggesting that a virtual option is the better option for all students. By enrolling your 

child in Dragon Virtual School (DVS), we can reduce the number of bodies on campus so that we 

can implement and enforce social distancing thereby reducing the risk of exposure to COVID.  

Based on current guidance, we need about 1/3 or about 200 students to enroll in DVS. 

 

We have enough devices on campus to engage students in rich blended learning.  The skills the 

students gain will be very helpful should there be a total closure to onsite instruction again.  

Students will be acquiring life skills for coping with a quickly changing world. 

 

Many very respected and knowledgeable experts are warning of another serious spike in cases as 

the flu season approaches in the fall and winter.  For this reason we will dedicate extraordinary 

effort toward getting prepared; although we prayerfully hope that this spike does not happen.   

 

Because there is a huge amount of uncertainty, questions about sports (especially football) are 

impossible to answer.  As we get guidance from the Governor, ADH, DESE, and AAA, we will 

inform you.  We hope to play football with cheerleading, pep rallies, and other fall activities; but 

if we do, the way we do things will be considerably changed.        
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We may be able to assist homes without reliable internet; but any devices provided by the school 

will be filtered to only allow for sign on with JCSD devices and will only allow for downloading 

of JCSD educational content.  Any type of hotspot we can provide will only work  in areas where 

there is already cellular reception. 

 

We also have plans to install high speed Wi-Fi transmitters at cooperating churches in the 

community to allow for parking lot Wi-Fi connections.  For some, all the school district can do is 

try to get a good connection closer to your home.  Good internet can be termed an essential utility 

like electricity.  We realize that in some areas of the district a satellite system is the only option; 

but unfortunately, the school district cannot afford to provide satellite receivers.  Hopefully, the 

state or federal government will come up with a solution.  

 

If we are required to close because of COVID after the school year starts, we will make a good 

faith effort to reach every child with distance education.  If a closure to onsite instruction occurs, 

we will have a continuation of educational services that stresses moving forward in teaching grade 

appropriate skills and standards.   

 

DESE has recently redefined school attendance to reflect the following:  

 A student is absent if the student is not present for onsite instruction provided by the district. 

 A student is absent if the student is not participating in a planned district-approved activity.  

 A student is absent if the student is not engaged in scheduled instruction at on off-site 

location, including remote learning. 

 

With this clarification from the department, students who are not actively engaged in either onsite 

or offsite instruction, will be considered absent.  With that in mind, student attendance is 

compulsory by law. 

 

We wanted to reach out and let you know that we, as a staff, have been working hard to make 

Junction City Schools work.  Also, we want you to be able to choose the best educational option 

for your children.  You can choose Option 1 (Onsite Everyday) or Option 2 (Dragon Virtual 

School).  Below is a brief summary of the two plans.  We will refine plans later in July as guidance 

from the Department of Education and the Department of Health becomes clearer.    The general 

guidance from the State is be ready to offer onsite instruction, but also be able to pivot to offsite 

instruction if needed.         
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Option 1 Onsite Everyday will follow a traditional school day routine with enforced social 

distancing and enforced health safety precautions. 

 Staff and students are not allowed on campus if they have any of the following symptoms: 

o Fever or chills 

o Cough 

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

o Fatigue 

o Muscle or body aches 

o Headache 

o New loss of taste or smell 

o Sore throat 

o Congestion or runny nose 

o Nausea or vomiting 

o Diarrhea 

 If staff or students are directly exposed to a COVID positive person, the student must stay 

home until reasonable assurance can be determined by health professionals that the 

student or staff member is not COVID positive.  We ask that you inform your building 

office if you believe your child has been directly exposed to COVID so that we can 

contact the Department of Health.  

 To ride a bus, students in grades 5-12 must wear a mask and the driver will assign seats 

by family group.  The driver will distance students as much as practical.  The driver will 

have disposable masks available.  The bus will be sanitized before the start of both the 

morning and afternoon routes.  The driver will be masked if students are present.     

 Once students arrive on campus, they must maintain 6’ social distancing at all times.  

When social distancing in impractical, they must wear a mask.  JCSD is purchasing three 

cloth masks for each student.  We are also purchasing appropriate COVID signage and 

social distancing markers for hallways and other common areas.  Classrooms and other 

common areas will be disinfected regularly.  

 Building personnel will check temperatures with thermal scanners regularly.  

 Teachers will maintain 12’ distance from students when practical.  Teachers will have 

face coverings in place when 12’ can’t be achieved. 

 In classrooms social distancing will be practiced as much as practical.  But masks will be 

worn by all.  

 During lunch and other breaks in instruction, social distancing and masks will be 

enforced.  

 Teachers will present traditional lessons and make daily assignments in Google 

Classroom.    
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Option 2 Dragon Virtual School (DVS) Students will home school with curriculum provided by 

JCSD through online platforms.  If you choose Option 2 DVS, you are choosing the distance 

education option. Your child will be locked into home instruction for the entire nine week grading 

period.  Changes in placement can occur at the end of each nine week grading period.  There is no 

combination of Option 1 and 2 unless a change in options is in the best interest of the student.  

Students who use Option 2 may still participate in extracurricular activities that will require 

compliance with Arkansas Department of Health guidelines for masks and social distancing.  At 

this time we are still working on the details of Option 2.  

Based on current guidance from the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education 

(DESE), we as a team believe that 33% or more of our students should  begin the school year using 

Option 2, Dragon Virtual School (DVS).  Participation in DVS is voluntary.  If you have fears 

associated with COVID, family members who could be at risk, or just like the idea of Dragon 

Virtual School, we encourage you to choose this option.  The trend in education is moving toward 

virtual education and blended education. Blended education is rich in technology and skills that 

translate into a better understanding of a rapidly changing world. COVID has accelerated this 

move, but we were headed toward a strong virtual component before the pandemic. 

 

To schedule students and personnel accurately, please indicate on the attached survey the option 

you want for your children.  July 15 is the deadline.  

 

Thank you your patience and understanding. Updates will be sent as soon as practical,  

 

 

Robby Lowe, Superintendent 

 

 

Joy Mason, High School Principal 

 

 

Vickie Hill, Elementary Principal 

 

 

 

 


