
By Zabrya Russell
Phoenix Rising staff

   The musical season is coming up very soon at Phoenix Middle 
School. So, if you didn’t know, the musical is going to be James and 
The Giant Peach Jr. The directors include Ms.Julie Ropers-Rosen-

dahl, who gets the students ready with 
their lines, singing, acting and danc-
ing. Mrs. Tammy Fumall is another 
director that has a group called the 
stage crew, where they work on props, 
scenery, costumes, curtains, etc.
   The special dates for the public per-
formances will take place Friday, Jan. 
31, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 1, at 2 
p.m. The students will be performing 
for all Phoenix students and staff as 
well during one of the school days for 
practice.

   James and the Giant Peach Jr. is a 
very fun show with lots of “odd” things 

that happen in it
    “It includes an escaped rhino from the zoo, insects that come, 

finding a new family. This show 
is based on the book written by 
the same author as Willy Wonka 
and the Chocolate Factory, writ-
ten by Roald Dahl,” said Rop-
ers-Rosendahl. “The musical is 
about making decisions to make 
your life better instead of ac-
cepting the status quo. It’s about 
finding and belonging and ‘fam-
ily’ with people who love you, 
even if you’re not technically 

related, said Ropers-Rosendahl.
   Are there already plans for the characters and props? “Of course! 
The story is really creative and different than anything we’ve 
done before, so our props and costumes will be interesting to 
design! Steam-punk comes to mind,” replied Ropers-Rosendahl. 
She added, “This is my first time teaching this musical and I’m 
excited to teach something new! The students we’ve auditioned 
have been outstanding and I’m looking forward to working with 
them as we put this very ‘out there’ show! We have a great crew 
lined up too. Rock and roll!”

By Zabrya Russell
Phoenix Rising staff
   Phoenix Middle School now has a brand-
new auditorium!
  ”The space was first made built in 1966. 
It was well past its prime and in dire need,” 
said Mr. Hank Schmelz, principal at Phoe-
nix. “Seats were breaking , paint was peel-
ing and the sound panels were hard as rock 
and no longer effective. The lights were very 

hot and unsafe.”
  That was before the changes. So, now what 
are the new updates? 
  ”The district decided to give it a facelift 
with new seats, sound panels, lighting, and 
paint,” said Schmelz. “We use the new audi-
torium for the musical, other performances, 
assemblies and (it) is available for local  
organizations. The youth football program 
(had an) awards events in there.”

  As you can 
tell, a lot of 
changes were 
needed.
  Will the au-
ditorium help 
with the musi-
cal at the end of 
January and the 
start of Febru-
ary?
  “The audito-
rium improve-
ments will make 
the musical production more exciting in 
many ways! New lights will give us more 
options for color and special effects, and the 
new curtains (last year) make the auditorium 
look much nicer and the backstage less see-
through,” said Ms. Julie Ropers-Rosendahl, 
one of the musical’s directors. “We expect 
to have new microphones and a new sound 
board by production time. Obviously, that 
will make it easier to understand the per-
formers on stage as well as to balance the 
music as a whole. Our new seating for the 
audience is more comfortable and easier to 
access.” 
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Opinion:
Age gap can be school issue
By Mia Batres
Phoenix Rising staff
   For the last year, fifth-graders have started attending 
Phoenix Middle School. This decision is concerning to some 
people because of the age gap between the oldest (eighth-
graders) and the youngest (fifth-graders), which is four to five 
years.
 Yes, there is a bit of separation between the grades in the 
school. For example, fifth-grade isn’t allowed to attend the 
after-school activity nights and there are different hallways 
per grade. This separation doesn’t necessarily mean the 
different grade students don’t see each other at all; fifth 
graders do ride on the same buses as do older students.
Although it may not seem like a big problem, there are some 
students who disagree with the new system. Some eighth-
grade students say mornings are the most chaotic time of the 
day because all the students from each grade are together and 
there is less space in the cafeteria during breakfast. Some 
students feel uncomfortable eating around so many strangers 
at the same time.
To some of the younger kids, the eighth-graders might seem 
intimidating because of their height and age. Even though 
almost all eighth-graders don’t try to frighten them, they still 
distance themselves or look away while eighth graders pass 
by them in the hallways.

This new system might not be such a big concern in regards 
to safety, but it still concerns the students.

Do teacher’s Hogwarts Houses affect their teaching methods?
By Riley Flintrop
Phoenix Rising staff
   Harry Potter is one of the highest media franchises of all time, 
the total value being around $25 billion (as of 2016). The first 
book, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, came out in June 
of 1997 and more than 500 million copies have been sold since 
then, making it one of the best selling books of all time. But 
what exactly is the series about? 

   This fantasy series is about a young boy who turns out to be 
one of the most famous wizards of all time. His parents were 
killed by the antagonist Lord Voldemort, or He-Who-Shall-
Not-Be-Named. Harry receives a letter from Hogwarts: School 
of Witchcraft and Wizardry saying that he has been accepted 
to go to Hogwarts; it names all of the things he needs, like a 
wand, broom, etc., and where to go in order to get to the actual 
school.
   On the first day of his first year, there is a sorting ceremony 
where Professor McGongall places the Sorting Hat upon ev-
ery first years’ head and the hat shouts what House you belong 
in. That House is the people you spend time 
with and the people you share rooms 
with. The Houses are Hufflepuff, 
the loyal and kind, Gryffindor, 
the brave and adventurous , 
R a v e n - claw, the wise 
and cre- ative, and 
Slytherin, the cunning 
and am- bitious. If 
you are curious to 
w h a t H o u s e 
you are in, go 
to the o f f i c i a l 
H a r r y P o t t e r 
website: www.pot-
t e r m o r e . com and take 
the Sorting Hat quiz. 
   What about our teachers here 
at Phoenix Mid- dle School? What 
Houses are they in? Their House can affect 
their teaching methods. For example, if a teacher is in Slyther-
in, that class might be challenging and you might think that 
the teacher pushes you to do the very most of your abilities. 
If a teacher is in Ravenclaw, you might learn a lot more than 
if you were in a Hufflepuff class, where a teacher is kind and 
gives you a lot of free time and passes out a lot of starbucks. A 
Gryffindor class would be pretty similar to a Ravenclaw class. 
   Some of the Slytherin staff members at Phoenix are: Ms. 
Fumall,   Ms. Adair, Ms. Frommgen, Ms. Engerson, and Ms. 
Bayerl - you might find their lessons challenging. 
   Some Ravenclaw staff members are: Ms. Mihalek, Mr. Colan-
drea, Mrs. Ropers-Rosendahl, Mrs. Timmerman, Ms. Johnsen, 
and Mr. Wrubbel - you might learn a lot in their classes. 
   Some Gryffindor staff members are: Ms. Poritz, Ms. Radloff, 
Mr. Yanko, Ms. Thorson, Mr. Polzin, Ms. Mansfield, Mr. Stall-
ings - the activities in their classes might be more social. 
   Some Hufflepuff staff members are: Ms. Tiehen, Ms. SK, Ms. 
Huff, Mr. Nielson, Ms. Truckenbrod, Ms. Scott, Ms. Lopez - 
they are probably generous in their classes.
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By Paige Abbott and staff/advisor
Phoenix Rising staff
   Do you wonder what Delavan-Darien High School is like? Three 
students from D-DHS offered some opinions.
What is it like to be in high school compared to Phoenix Middle 
School?
   “There are many differences, but quite a few similarities,” said 
Jacob Prado, a senior at D-DHS. For one, the hallways become 
much, much more crowded in high school than at Phoenix, which 
makes it hard to try and run through them or even go at a faster 

pace.
   “I also 
found that 
the teach-
ers and ev-
eryone are 
much more 
fun, but also 

serious. If you take your schoolwork seriously and focus at times 
when it’s needed, then high school can be a lot of fun.”
If you think school is busy at Phoenix, wait until you get to D-
DHS, said Prado.
   “Kids think Phoenix has a lot of stuff to do, but really the high 
school has SO MUCH more to do and you can do whatever you 
want in regards to extracurricular activities,” said Prado.
   A freshman at D-DHS has noticed changes in her first year of 
high school.

Comparing high school to middle school

Delavan-Darien High SchoolPhoenix Middle School

When a Tree is Discovered
By Zach Miller
Phoenix Rising staff

First when I look at a 
tree, I think it’s really beautiful.

All the leaves, branches,
and animals that live inside. 

Then I look beneath the
surface of the tree and

find ugly roots and soil. 
I know that inside the tree there  are circles for how 

many years the tree has lived. Overall, even though 
trees can be ugly in some places,  the ugly is needed to 

keep the tree alive and to make the other parts beautiful.

   “I would have to say one of the biggest differences of moving 
from Phoenix to D-DHS is the amount of interaction you get 
with people from all grade levels and classes in general,” said 
Anna Lock. “In middle school, classes are separated by grade 
level and mostly everyone has the same teacher; however, in 
high school you may choose your classes, including some elec-
tives that will have people from all grades.
   “This is a neat opportunity to meet people you otherwise 
wouldn’t know. In addition, classes let you have more freedom 
along with more responsibilities. “

   “While it’s 
a whole lot of 
things, there 
are all kinds 
of drama, loss 
of friends, 
(you) have to 
focus harder, 

and teachers are nicer about things,” said Joey Halbrooks of D-
DHS.
   Asked if being in high school was harder than Phoenix Middle 
School, Halbrooks replied, “Yes, because it’s harder to keep a 
grade up.”
   He said students are split up in different groups in high 
school.
   “The groups are smart kids, socially popular, not social, Goth, 
and the ‘bad kids,’” said Halbrooks.
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‘Courage Retreat’ is powerful experience
By Morgan Lock
For Phoenix Rising

   On Dec. 3, 2019, Phoenix Middle School teamed up with a lead-
ership organization called Youth Frontiers and held a “Courage 
Retreat” for its seventh-grade class. Many Comet Mentors from 
Delavan-Darien High School helped out as small-group leaders, 
and I was one of them. It was a very powerful and moving experi-
ence.
   The Courage Retreat was something that I also participated in 
when I was in seventh grade at Phoenix, so it was an amazing ex-
perience to come back and be on the other side. If you don’t know, 
the purpose of the Courage Retreat is to get seventh graders to re-
alize their leadership skills and to commit to one act of courage.
   At first, it was really awkward and we could tell who was in 
what friend group. They might have looked at us as the crazy 
high schoolers at first, but then we all bonded through the activi-
ties. The activities in the beginning were more light-hearted and 
inspired some friendly competition.
   After that, though, the Comet Mentors led small-group meet-
ings and discussed our feelings. We talked about how we can be 
kinder to one another and how we can have the courage to stick 
up for ourselves and for others. It was a very emotional experi-
ence. Small-group leaders had a chance to share with the seventh 
graders, our middle school experiences, what we went through, 
and what we learned.
   I shared with this group of seventh graders that I was often made 
fun of for being a member of the LGBTQ+ community, when I 
hadn’t even discovered that about myself yet. Kids would place 

bets to see if I would “turn out gay.” I shared that this made me feel 
confused, and made it harder to accept myself and figure out that 
who I was was OK.
   Our last activity was probably one of the most powerful ex-
periences that I have seen or felt in a long time. It is called the 
“pebble in the pond” activity. The lights dim, and everyone is 
silent and sitting in a circle. One 
by one, students are encouraged 
to share with the group their one 
act of courage that they are going 
to commit to. It is a very powerful 
activity because I heard things that 
I wouldn’t expect. The kids had re-
ally opened up and were being real. 
Nobody was joking around, like in 
the earlier activities, the room was 
full of quietness and respect.
   After most of the group had 
shared, there was a lot of crying and hugs. Everyone got a pin 
that said “courage” and got to keep their piece of paper with 
their act of courage on it. The goal of this whole day was to 
make new relationships, commit to an act of courage, and be 
real. I would say it was more than a success from the seventh-
grade students all the way up to us high school leaders.

   (Advisor’s note: Morgan Lock is a former Phoenix student 
who is now a junior at D-DHS and is a member of The Com-
eteer newspaper staff there.)
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Photos courtesy of the Delavan-Darien School District 
Facebook Page

Life At Phoenix
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LIKE TO WRITE?

If Interested,
Contact Mr. Aiello at

thomaiello@gmail.com
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