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Dear Parents of Eligible Bussing Students,  

  

The State issued guidance on opening K-12 districts in New Jersey on Friday, June 26, 2020.  In red below is an excerpt from 

the report about transportation. We have included a link to the full report. Please note the following:  

  

1.  Based upon the newly released guidelines from the State, it is unlikely that Dapper (our outside bus provider) will have 

enough busses to allow for social distancing. It is possible there could be a total of 54 students on your child’s bus.  

  

2.   Parents will need to ensure their children have their face covering on as they enter the bus and to remind their children to 

make sure they keep their mask on for the entire trip to school. 

  

3.   There will likely be problems with transportation in the Fall due to complications from the pandemic and the bus driver 

shortage. We are doing everything we can to anticipate problems and come up with solutions but you should have an 

alternate plan in place for transportation.  

  

4.    We have a verbal commitment from our current provider to provide transportation for 20/21 school year. Nothing is final 

until we have a signed contract. 

  

5.    Because of the uncertain times and changing guidance, we will update you as more information becomes available.  

  

Please see the excerpt below from the report: 

  

The CDC recommends that school districts modify the manner students are seated on a school bus such that there is one 

student seated per row, skipping a row between each child, if possible. Under this scenario, a 54-passenger school bus would 

only have 11 passengers (seating students who reside in the same household in the same row, whenever possible, would 

increase capacity). 

  

Alternatively, a district may consider seating one student per row, as has been done in some countries and recommended in 

Montana, doubling the vehicle’s Capacity 

  

If a district is providing transportation services on a school bus but is unable to maintain social distancing, a face covering 

must be worn by all students who are able to do so upon entering the bus. 

  

 School districts might reconsider providing courtesy busing during the 2020-2021 school year. Nearly one-third, or close to 

235,000 students receive non-mandated courtesy busing services. In order to provide for possible social distancing on a 

school bus, a district might consider reducing or eliminating this service for the school year, affording it the possibility of 

achieving social distancing without requiring a substantial increase in resources. 

 

 Link to Full Report: The Transportation pages are 23 – 25. 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf 

  

Thank you, 
 
Marissa Plancher,  
Transportation Coordinator 

https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf

