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Score Points  

 

D: 1 

This abbreviated response makes vague references to text evidence without addressing the prompt, 

demonstrating inadequate understanding. 

F/O: 1 

There is no organizational structure, and a lack of clarity. 

L: 1 

Writing illustrates no precise language nor any syntactic variety, as well as the lack of any transitional 

words or phrases. 

C: 1 

Numerous errors in sentence formation, punctuation, and spelling seriously impede meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 2 

Score Points  

 

D: 1 

This response offers a general summary of text evidence without any reference to the prompt, and no 

development that explains the evidence. 

F/O: 1 

Although there is an attempt at organizational structure of two paragraphs, there is no introduction nor 

conclusion, and a lack of focus and inability to clarify ideas render this response unclear. 

L: 1 

Other than beginning paragraphs with prepositional phrases, the response contains no precise language 

nor syntactic variety. 

C: 1 

Run-on sentences and numerous errors in punctuation (the second paragraph is one sentence) 

demonstrate a lack of command of standard written English. 
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Anchor Paper 3 

Score Points 1 1 2 2 

 

D: 1 

This response presents information that is irrelevant. There is no development supported with text-based 

evidence. 

F/O: 1 

Whereas there is some organization structure, the introduction and the conclusion are repetitive (“do us 

all a favor”). There is no focus on the task as irrelevant information is introduced at random (“buy a 

plane,” “diseases,” and “shots”), creating little cohesion.  

L: 2 

This response offers basic vocabulary and basic syntactic variety, with interrogative and exclamatory 

sentences. The tone is informal. 

C: 2 

Minor errors in punctuation (semi-colon) and an omission of a comma after “that way”, and spelling 

(near, alot) do not detract significantly from meaning in this basic effort. 
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Anchor Paper 4 

Score Point 2 2 2 2 

 

D: 2 

This response provides mostly relevant evidence in the form of a general summary on the topic. There 

are occasional references to text-based evidence. Elaboration is limited. 

F/O: 2 

The response provides a general introduction and a limited conclusion. The lack of continuity of staying 

on topic creates a lapse in focus. 

L: 2 

The response exhibits an inconsistent command of precise language. Word choice is basic, and, at times, 

awkward (“observe on,” “stagger up”). Basic transitions are employed.  

C: 2 

There are numerous errors in spelling, punctuation, and the omission of commas that demonstrate an 

inconsistent command of grade-level standard English. Errors do not significantly interfere with 

meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 5 

Score Point 2 2 2 2 

 

D: 2 

This response provides mostly relevant evidence in the form of a general summary on the topic. The 

evidence is insufficient to development any analysis.  

F/O: 2 

There is a brief introduction and no conclusion. There is a basic organizational structure. There is a lack 

of focus on the task. 

L: 2 

Word choice is basic, and lacks consistency. Sentence structures lack variety. 

C: 2 

There are errors in verb agreement (grizzly bears was, resident also have had), omission of commas, and 

a few misspellings, all which indicate basic and inconsistent command of grade-level, standard English 

conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 6 

Score Point 2 2 2 2 

 

D: 2 

This response demonstrates a partial understanding of the evidence provided in the passages. Relevant 

text-based evidence is presented in the third and fourth paragraphs with limited elaboration.   

F/O: 2 

There is an organizational structure, yet the introduction and the conclusion are limited and repetitive. 

Irrelevant information, such as “...grizzly bears can hurt you if you get too close...,”contributes to a lack 

of focus on the topic. 

L: 2 

The response illustrates basic word choice. There is a lack of transitional phrases (“furthermore” and 

With…”). The lack of sentence variety, and the repetitive words and phrases (“get to them,” “it’s,” 

“people”) contribute to an informal tone. 

C: 2 

Minor spelling errors (enviroment) and a run-on sentence in the beginning of the third paragraph do not 

significantly interfere with meaning in this basic effort. 
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Anchor Paper 7 

Score Points 2 2 3 3 

 

D: 2 

This response provides mostly relevant evidence, which is reliant upon phrasing from the passages. The 

result is a general summary of evidence and an analysis that is basic and insufficient. The prompt 

(challenges) is not directly addressed in lieu of increases and decreases in bear population. 

F/O: 2 

There is an organizational structure although the introduction is general, and there is no conclusion. 

Whereas evidence in each passage is presented, the lack of connection among these ideas contributed to 

a lack of focus and of cohesion. 

L: 3 

There is consistent command of precise language throughout the response. Syntactic variety, including 

proper formation of complex sentences, enhances comprehension. There are numerous transitions. A 

formal tone is achieved. 

C: 3 

The response demonstrates consistent command of grade-level conventions of standard written English. 

There are minor errors -- in possessives (the grizzly bears low population), and the omission of a 

commas in the last sentence -- that do not detract from meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 8 

Score Points 3 3 3 3 

D: 3 

This response provides an adequate summary of evidence presented in the passages. Sufficient 

elaboration with text-based evidence supports the analysis of the topic. Understanding is sufficient, 

although not insightful 

F/O: 3 

There is a clear organizational structure to create a mostly unified whole. The introduction and the 

conclusion, though relevant, are repetitive and detract from the cohesiveness of the evidence presented. 

L: 3 

The writing illustrates consistent command of precise language drawn from the passages. Prepositional 

phrases and transitions, and syntactic variety enhance meaning, which is not diminished by repetitive 

phrases. 

C: 3 

The response demonstrates consistent command of grade-level conventions of standard written English. 

A few minor errors in omission of commas and subject-verb agreement (factors…makes) do not detract 

from meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 9 

Score Points 3 3 3 3 

 

D: 3 

This response utilizes effective and relevant evidence to develop the topic. Paraphrased text-based 

evidence is cited for sufficient elaboration. Analysis of the topic is sufficient, although understanding is 

not insightful. 

F/O: 3 

There is a clear organizational structure to create a mostly unified whole. The introduction and the 

conclusion are adequate. Whereas the summary of information in each passage is effective, maintaining 

focus on the task. 

L: 3 

The use of precise language is consistent in this response with well-chosen vocabulary. Sentence 

structure is varied. There are numerous transitional phrases that enhance cohesion. 

C: 3 

The response demonstrates consistent, yet not sophisticated, command of grade-level conventions of 

standard written English. 
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Anchor Paper 10 

Score Point 3 3 4 4 

 

D: 3 

This response provides an adequate summary of evidence presented in the passages. Sufficient 

elaboration with text-based evidence supports the analysis of the topic. The circular discussion of 

‘information’ in the conclusion does not enhance insightful understanding. 

F/O: 3 

There is a clear organizational structure to create a mostly unified whole. The introduction and the 

conclusion are relevant, yet detract from the cohesiveness of the evidence presented. 

L: 4 

The response demonstrates consistent and sophisticated command of precise language and domain-

specific vocabulary. There is varied use of transitional phrases and words. Sentence variety contributes 

to a formal style throughout the response. 

C: 4 

The response demonstrates consistent and sophisticated command of grade-level conventions of 

standard written English. A few minor errors -- omission of commas -- do not detract from meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 11 

Score Points 4 4 4 4 

 

D: 4 

This response demonstrates a consistent and expansive elaboration of the topic. Development of the 

analysis with well-chosen evidence provides a thorough understanding of the task. 

F/O: 4 

An effective organizational structure, bolstered by a relevant introduction and conclusion, provides for a 

unified whole. Focus on the task is maintained throughout the response with a clear relationship among 

ideas that creates cohesion. 

L: 4 

The response offers a consistent command of precise vocabulary, along with sophisticated use of 

transitions. Syntactic variety is evident throughout. The sophisticated command contributes to a formal 

style. 

C: 4 

The response demonstrates consistent and sophisticated command of grade-level conventions of 

standard written English. A few minor errors in omission of commas do not detract from meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 12 

Score Points 4 4 4 4 

 

D: 4 

This response consistently synthesizes evidence from the passages into an insightful analysis of the task. 

The clear elaboration throughout the response provides a keen understanding of topic. 

F/O: 4 

An original introduction and a concise conclusion bracket an effective organization and a superbly 

cohesive response. Consistent connection of evidence with ideas provides for a unified wholeness. 

L: 4 

Precise and original vocabulary - influenced, variation, stable, harsh, calculation, epic – along with 

frequent use of transitions and a consistent objective tone demonstrate sophistication.  

C: 4 

Response demonstrates consistent and sophisticated command of grade-level conventions of standard 

written English. There are some minor errors in the omission of commas after transitions that do not 

interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




