[bookmark: _GoBack]Media Coordinator:  		                     	                INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY ESSENTIAL STANDARD:  1.IN.1 
Grade Level:  1st Grade						Objective:  1.IN.1.2
Title:   Adventures in Nonfiction—Introduction                  Anchor Standard(s):  ELA –Key Ideas and Details
                   To Factual (Reference) Materials
Technology Standard:   #3-Research and Information Fluency
Learning Target:  Students understand they can find factual information in nonfiction books and on the web. 
Essential Questions: Do students understand they can find factual information in books and on the web? 
Vocabulary:  fact, fiction, nonfiction, digital text, internet, encyclopedia, dictionary
Level of Bloom’s:  Level 2—Understanding
Instruction:  Students are introduced to a variety of reference books and internet resources, explaining the information in these resources is factual not fiction  
Engage:  Capture students’ attention by viewing encyclopedias, dictionaries, maps, etc. and by viewing internet resources.  
Explore:  Use resources to answer questions students might have regarding a variety of subjects. Use resources to answer questions students might have regarding a variety of subjects.
Explain:  Give examples of different types of factual resources.
Elaborate:  Students create a graphic organizer that lists different types of factual information.
Evaluate:  Review the graphic organizer with students, checking for their understanding of factual information.

Writing component and % of informational text:  facts listed using a graphic organizer
Assessment/Ways to check for understanding:  review graphic organizer, student interaction
Resources:  factual books, reference books, related websites,
21st Century Themes:  Global Awareness
21st Century Skills:  Apply Technology Effectively:   Use Technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate, and communicate information
Reflection:
Lesson taken from readwritethink.org
Lesson from website-
Lesson Plan
Adventures in Nonfiction: A Guided Inquiry Journey
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Preview
[bookmark: overview]OVERVIEW
These activities provide a foundation for using nonfiction resources for developing and answering questions about gathered information. Using a wide variety of nonfiction literature, students learn to sort and categorize books to begin the information-gathering process. Then, working with partners and groups, using pictures and text, students are guided through the process of gathering information, asking clarifying questions, and then enhancing the information with additional details. Students complete the lesson by collaboratively making “Question and Answer” books for the classroom library. This is a high-interest foundation builder for using nonfiction literature in research as well as for pleasure reading.
[image: http://www.readwritethink.org/images/icon-to-top.gif]back to top
 
[bookmark: theory]FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE
In Literacy at the Crossroads Regie Routman reminds us of the importance of "a greater use of multiple texts in reading instruction," to include not only narrative texts, but informational texts as well. Having students find the answers to questions is one way to engage them in making connections between reading and writing, according to Patricia Cunningham and Richard Allington in Classrooms That Work.

The use of self-selected nonfiction texts for pleasure reading, followed by informal sharing and discussion of information, can give a high-interest twist to the gathering of information and can be a jumping-off point for further inquiry and exploration.

Further Reading
Routman, Regie. 1996. Literacy at the Crossroads: Crucial Talk about Reading, Writing, and Other Teaching Dilemmas. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
 
Cunningham, Patricia, and Richard Allington. 1994. Classrooms That Work: They Can All Read and Write. Pearson.
 
Parker, Diane. 2007.  Planning for Inquiry: It's Not an Oxymoron! Urbana, IL: NCTE.
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Standards
[bookmark: ncte-ira]NCTE/IRA NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
[bookmark: 258642]1.  Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. 
 
[bookmark: 258643]2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human experience. 
 
[bookmark: 258644]3.  Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound–letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
[bookmark: 258647]6.  Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and nonprint texts.
 
[bookmark: 258648]7.  Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and nonprint texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience. 
 
[bookmark: 258649]8.  Students use a variety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.
 
[bookmark: 258653]12.  Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 													[image: http://www.readwritethink.org/images/icon-to-top.gif]back to top
Resources & Preparation
[bookmark: resources]MATERIALS AND TECHNOLOGY
· General classroom supplies (chart paper, several colors of broad markers, fine-tipped markers or colored pencils, writing paper, and copier paper)
· A large variety of nonfiction books 												[image: http://www.readwritethink.org/images/icon-to-top.gif]back to top
 
[bookmark: websites]WEBSITES
· National Geographic Explorer for Kids 
· National Geographic Kids Magazine 
· World Almanac for Kids 
· The Virtual Body 
· Kratt's Creatures 
· Ask Kids 
[image: http://www.readwritethink.org/images/icon-to-top.gif]back to top
 
[bookmark: preparation]PREPARATION
· All nonfiction books from the classroom library should be identified and isolated from the rest of the books. It would be valuable to have students sort all the nonfiction books by topic categories. (See Book Sorting: Using Observation and Comprehension to Categorize Books, a ReadWriteThink lesson that engages students in sorting books by topic.) 
· Create a "name-drawing" basket by writing each student’s name on a small piece of paper and putting all the papers into the basket. These will be used for the sharing time. 
· For Website exploration it might be helpful to arrange for an adult helper to work with students at computers. Also, the teacher will need to open up a different children’s informational Website on each computer available. This lesson assumes that primary-age students are allowed Internet access; however, if that access is limited to teacher-selected sites and does not allow the use of search engines, have sites bookmarked before the activities. 
· It is assumed that students will have participated in discussions of nonfiction books that have been read aloud to them, especially in regards to helping them learn to "think while reading" by responding to questions such as the following:
· What do we know so far? 
· What did we just learn? 
· What else do you wonder about this?

The teacher may want to precede the lesson with such a read-aloud to kick-off the activities.					[image: http://www.readwritethink.org/images/icon-to-top.gif]back to top
Instructional Plan
[bookmark: student-objectives]STUDENT OBJECTIVES
Students will
· browse and skim nonfiction texts to find interesting facts. 
· develop follow-up questions about gathered information. 
· use Internet search engines to find answers to their questions.
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[bookmark: session1]Session One
1. Inform students that they are going to be reading books and Websites that have a lot of information. Explain that they can read alone or with a partner, and that they will be working at the computer in small groups. Give students the following instructions:

For reading time:
· Read with a partner. 
· Talk about the information while you read. 
· Look for interesting information. 
· Don’t worry about reading the whole book. 
· Change books when you want, but do more reading than looking for books.
For Website exploration time:
· Work with a group. 
· Explore one Website. 
· Look for interesting information. 
· Talk with your group about information you find.
2. Divide the class into two groups; one group will read for pleasure from nonfiction texts of their choosing, and the other group will explore children’s informational Websites in smaller subgroups. 
3. As students are working, circulate to ask questions about what they are finding. After about twenty minutes, reverse the groups and give students another twenty minutes to explore books and Websites, again circulating to ask questions. 
4. After all students have had time both reading books and exploring Websites, gather them together in a large group circle. Explain to them that you have their names in a basket, and as you draw each name, that person will tell one thing they learned. After all students have shared, ask questions such as the following:
· What was the most interesting thing someone else found out?
· Is there any information that is related to information found by someone else?
· What is one fact that someone found out that you never knew before?
5. Post a chart paper on the board, and write the title, "Things We Found Out." Tell students that you want to write about eight to ten facts on the chart, either by having students volunteer their facts or by drawing names again to decide. Use different colored markers for each fact. When the chart has several facts and is full, have students review the information. Keep it posted on the wall for Session Two.
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[bookmark: session2]Session Two
1. Gather students together to review the "Things We Found Out" chart from Session One. Post a blank chart paper next to the first one, and label it "Questions We Have." 
2. Starting with the first item on the chart, ask students if they have any other questions about that particular topic. What you’ll be looking for is "follow-up" questions for which the answers will provide additional details. For example, if the first chart says "Lizards can live in the desert," a follow-up question might be, "Where else do lizards live?" or "Where do lizards get their water in the desert?" 
3. On the second chart, write one or two related questions directly adjacent to the original fact, and in the same marker color. When the chart is full, students will be able to track across the two charts easily to read the facts and then their follow-up questions. 
4. Inform students that the next step will be to find answers to their questions, either using computer Websites or books. Review the two charts. 
5. Post a third chart to the right of the "Questions We Have" chart, and label it "Answers We Found." 
6. Explain to students that they will have a chance to look for answers both on the computer and in books. Assign students to specific questions (to help them focus on one thing at a time) by asking for preferences, making sure there are an approximately equal number of students working on each question. Write the students’ names right next to the questions with a pencil. 
7. Generate a discussion about how to find answers to questions. Have students volunteer strategies. Write down some ideas on the board. 
8. Divide the questions in half so that the students assigned to the top half are one group and the students assigned to the bottom half are one group. Assign one group work on the computers using Ask Kids and the other group looking through books to find answers, letting them know that they will be switching after about twenty minutes. 
9. Give each group of students assigned to a question a sheet of paper to write answers on as they find them. As students work, lend any assistance needed. As students find answers, have them continue reading about the subject and to write down any additional facts that are interesting, until all students are finished finding answers. 
10. Students who find answers during the first time session should look again during the second time session, both to verify answers and to compare the ease of finding answers in books with finding them on the Internet. 
11. When all students have had a chance to work with books and the Internet, gather the whole group together again. 
12. Have students talk about their answer-seeking work by asking questions such as the following:
· What was hardest about finding answers? 
· Was it easier to find the answer on the Internet or in a book?
13. Going through the charted questions one at a time, have students give their answers to the questions; write the answers on the third chart, directly across from the questions and in matching colors. 
14. When the answer chart is finished, review all information on all the charts, in a horizontal direction: initial fact, question, and answer.
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[bookmark: session3]Session Three
1. Tell students they will be using the information on the charts to work together to make "Question and Answer" books for the classroom library, and that each student will make one page of the book. 
2. To make the books, first assign each student one set of "fact, question, and answer."
3. Directions for the books are as follows, for each student:
· Fold a sheet of copier paper in half. 
· Write the original fact and question on the top half of the paper, and write the answer and draw an illustration on the bottom half of the paper. 
· Check spelling with teacher and make corrections as needed. 
· Trace over writing with fine-tip marker or dark colored pencil. 
· Cut the paper in half on the fold, then cut each half into a fun shape, if desired. 
· Glue the fact/question on one side of a sheet of 9x12 construction paper, and the answer/illustration on the other side. (Make sure all students have the construction paper facing the same direction.) 
· Check students’ spelling and make corrections as needed, in pencil.
4. Compile a complete set of pages for one book and bind into more than one copy so that there are no repeating pages in one book. When the book is read, it will be like a "riddle book," where the facts/questions are read first, and the pages are turned to read the answers on the back of each page.
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[bookmark: extensions]EXTENSIONS
· Have students select one topic for further exploration and have them make a graphic display with facts and pictures.
· Set aside a time each week for the whole class to read from nonfiction materials and share information.
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[bookmark: student-assessment]STUDENT ASSESSMENT/REFLECTIONS
Teacher observation of the following:
· student participation in discussion 
· reading fluency and comprehension skills 
· students’ ability to paraphrase information 
· quality of "matches" between questions and answers 
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