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T A B L E  O F 
C O N T E N T S

 
 It has been a super busy and productive 
year so far, and it looks as though we will 
continue in that mode at 
least until May.  By the time 
you receive this newsletter, 
the Bald Eagle Area 
Reading Super Bowl V will 
be in full swing and should 
reach a near fever pitch by 
the end of January.  We will be making final curriculum adjustments in 
preparation for the Spring PSSA's and the initiation of the first round of 
the Keystone Exams, mandated by the State of Pennsylvania, which 
will eventually be used as a graduation exam.  The renovation of the 
Bald Eagle Middle-High School and Wingate Elementary continues, 
and is slowly winding down.  We are planning some type of celebration 
for the BEA community this fall to commemorate this achievement.
 Recently state and federal inspectors comprehensively audited our 
Reading, Special Education, and Gifted Programs.  Inspectors from the 
State Auditor General's Office also completed their review of District 
records, which they perform every two years.  In all cases, the auditors 
were very impressed with what we are, and have been, doing here at 
Bald Eagle Area.  You can be assured that BEA is in compliance with 
all federal and state regulations.
 But even though we received glowing reports from all of our 
auditors, if our students were not achieving at acceptable levels, I would 
consider those accolades all for naught. I suspect you would, too.  
Therefore, I am pleased and proud to report that our students and staff 
are doing an excellent job as we approach the middle of the 2010-11 
school year.  They are working hard in a cooperative effort to maximize 
achievement in all areas, and you can read about some of those 
achievements in this issue of Eagle Pride.
   Time and time again, I am reminded of the unique family-oriented 
atmosphere we have here at Bald Eagle Area.  I hear comments from 
parents who have recently enrolled their children in our schools, from 
substitute teachers, and from staff members, saying what a joy it is to be 
part of our school family.  Just within the past month, I received two 
emails from staff members with comments that truly touched my heart.  
The first email, regarding the teacher's interaction with our students, 
said,  “I am thankful for the opportunity to spend my days with such an 
amazing group of young men and women.  They constantly amaze me, 
make me smile, and fill my heart with pride and joy.” The second email  
said,  “I can't imagine ever teaching any other place.  I am so proud to 
say that I teach at Bald Eagle and always brag to other people how 
wonderful our students, faculty and staff are at BEA.  I am so blessed!”
 I also feel blessed to be superintendent of our district, and look 
forward to a productive remainder of the school year.   
 

Superintendent’s
Message
Dan Fisher
dfisher@beasd.org
(814) 355-4860
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On the Cover…
These Pottery Foundations students are excited to see the finished results 
of their Jomon-inspired pinch pots.  Front Row (L-R):  Mikayla 
Gunsallus, Makennah Dyke, Johnna Casher, Kylie Spillia, Dennis Shaw, 
and Kristina Smith.  Back Row (L-R):  David Gawryla, Darion Walker, 
and Holly Fulton.

Pottery Room Expands 

BEA expanded the Pottery Classroom as part of the recent 
renovations at the Bald Eagle Middle-High School.  The Pottery Classroom 
now has new improved ventilation, better lighting, more project storage 
space, a separate mixing area for cleanliness, and more room for the gently-
used kilns and pottery wheels that were donated by Bloomsburg 
University.     
  Pottery instructor Rose Cox says that it is very convenient to have 
two kilns to load both bisque and glaze as they become ready, and that 

the cool-down time for 
these "new" kilns is 
approximately 1/3 that of 
the old kiln, so the process 
is much more efficient.
 There are five sections 
of pottery instruction at 
the Middle-High School, 
engaging 95 students.  

Pictured above:  Results of the first glaze firing of the kilns donated to 
BEA by Bloomsburg University.  The two kilns fire very evenly, cool 
down quickly, and have been a great asset to the Pottery program.  Thank 
you, Bloomsburg University! 

"I am pleased and proud to report that 
our students and staff are doing an 
excellent job as we approach the 
middle of the 2010-11 school year."
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Seventh-grade Social Studies classes had an opportunity to learn about the juvenile 
justice system when BEA school-based probation officer, Terry Trude, came to 

speak with them.  Mr. Trude shared stories from his experiences as a probation 
officer, explained and demonstrated the tests officers use to determine if students are 
using illegal substances, and cleared up some misconceptions students may have had 
about fighting and harassment. All of this was done with the goal of encouraging our 
students to make the right decisions, while knowing the consequences of making 
poor decisions.

Perhaps the biggest hit of the lesson was when students were able to try out the 
Fatal Vision goggles. These goggles visually simulate what it is like to have a .14 

BAC (blood alcohol content).  Students learned that the DUI limit for adults is .08, 
and there is zero tolerance for anyone under the age of 21.  Students would first show 

they could easily walk heel-to-
toe on a straight line, and then 
they would try to walk the same 
line wearing the goggles.  Most 
attempts left students laughing at 
their inability to walk straight or 
even see the line clearly.  But, 
behind the laughter, students 
learned a serious lesson.  The 
words of one seventh-grade 

student best sum it up.  “If I can’t even walk with the goggles, how could I ever hope 
to drive?”

This exercise was part of the Quest: Skills for Adolescence program, which was 
developed through Lions Club International and Quest International.  Quest is 

designed to help students become more self-confident, improve communications 
skills, learn about the changes of adolescence, make good decisions, resolve conflicts, 
and avoid the use of drugs and alcohol.  This program is taught at Bald Eagle Area as 
part of the seventh-grade social studies curriculum. 

Learning Life Lessons

School-based probation officer, Terry Trude, 
watches seventh-grade student, Dallis Dillon, try 

to walk a straight line while wearing Fatal Vision 
goggles. 

“I know the lessons the students 
learned from Mr. Trude are 
ones that will last them a 
lifetime.”  
~ Kristen McCarty, Social Studies Teacher

Mountaintop Area welcomes Mrs. Crago
Mary Beth Crago was appointed principal at 

Mountaintop Area Elementary School beginning 
with the 2010-11 school year.  Mrs. Crago says, “I am very 
excited to be a part of the Mountaintop team and I am 
enjoying getting to know the wonderful students of our 
school.  At Mountaintop Area Elementary, everyone truly 
works together as a team and I feel so fortunate to be a part 
of the school community.”

Employed full-time at Bald Eagle Area since 1997, 
Mrs. Crago was previously a social studies teacher at 

the Middle-High School and coordinator for the Humani-
ties Area.  She also completed an administrative intern-
ship in the District in 2007.  Mrs. Crago lives in Howard 
with her husband Rick and their daughter Abbey, who is a 
ninth-grade student at the BEA High School.  Mountaintop Area Elementary Principal Mary Beth Crago greets sisters, 

Jalyn (left) and Macey Hahn, as they arrive at school. 
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Wingate Elementary students in Karen Nugent’s fifth-grade 
class are stars.  Along with Super-Star Spanish Instructor 
Angela Smith, they are featured in weekly fifteen-minute 

video presentations as part of the Bald Eagle Area “Español 
Divertido” Elementary Spanish program, which means “Fun Spanish.”  
The name of the program is certainly appropriate, because BEA 
elementary students in grades 3-6 students are learning to speak 
Spanish in a fun, innovative way.  Here’s how the program, which 
began this school year, works.

Wearing her signature sombrero, each week Senorita Smith 
travels to Wingate Elementary to record a Spanish lesson 
with the students in Mrs. Nugent’s fifth-grade class.   

Señorita Olivia Hardy, a sophomore (and Spanish III student) at the 
Middle-High School, runs the camera.   While interacting with the 
students, Srta. Smith teaches the children Spanish words.  She then 
takes the film back to the Middle-High School for some editing.  The 
finished product is placed on the Bald Eagle Area School District 
server, to be accessed by third through sixth-grade teachers throughout 
the District.  The teachers show the clips to their students, using the 
overhead projector systems that are located in each classroom.  In this 
way, all grades 3-6 elementary students have the opportunity to learn 
Fun Spanish from a certified Spanish teacher.   

In the initial lesson, the first word the children learned to say was 
"hasta luego," which means, “see you later.”  On that first day, the 
students also enjoyed hearing what their names were in Spanish. 

Amid giggles and laughter, they learned to correctly pronounce their 
Spanish names.

Srta. Smith also travels to the individual elementary schools, on 
a rotating basis, to personally meet all students in third through 
sixth grade.   The students are proud and excited to see their 

own personal “television star” walking through the hallways of their 
school.  

“I am awed by the receptive, positive response of students and 
teachers who all have welcomed me so wonderfully; and I am 
thankful to the district for the opportunity to share my love of 

Spanish,” says a smiling Srta. Smith.  She also mentions that in the 
world of foreign language teaching, an elementary program like 
“Español Divertido” is cutting edge.  She gives a lot of credit to the 
teachers for implementing the program and to the administrators and 
Board of Education for supporting it. In her words,“The teachers and 
principals have been so patient and accommodating; and the students 
so excited, eager, and attentive—it has been fantástico!”

Wingate Elementary student, Chase Eckenrode, 
learns that his Spanish name is "Chachis."

Elementary Spanish
is EXCELENTE

Spanish Instructor
Angela Smith.
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              Grades K-2 use the SALSA Program 
 BEA students in kindergarden to second grade are using an award-winning el-
ementary Spanish language and cultural series – SALSA – to learn Spanish.  Using videos, 
activity guides, interactive games, and a combination of puppets and animation, SALSA cap-
tures the imagination of children as they begin to learn Spanish and identify with different 
cultures. 
 Approximately every three school days, teachers show a video from the SALSA 
program.  Students sit glued as they enjoy the antics of "Salsa the Salamander" and his 
friends.  The videos are completely in Spanish and present the language in a humorous, 
comprehensible way.  Classes generally watch each video twice, the  rst time quietly and 
the second time interactively.  Students begin using the new vocabulary almost immediate-
ly, saying "rojo" instead of "red" and "hola" instead of “hi.”  Second-grade teacher Shelby 
Foltz says, “The students are so excited every time we watch the SALSA videos; and they 
love using their new Spanish words throughout the day.”  She reports that students will use 
Spanish words in stories, in math, and in greeting and farewells. 
 SALSA was phased into the District this school year; second grade piloted the 
program beginning in October,  rst grade in December, and kindergarden after Christmas 
break.  
 Gracias to the BEA Spanish Committee who has been working for the past two 
years to see the two elementary Spanish projects come to fruition.  Members of the 
committee are Mary Beth Crago, Marsha Sackash, Roxanne Shiels, Angela Smith, and 
Elaine Winger.

DRAMA CLUB NEWS

Drama Club is an organization composed of students in grades 7-12.  BEA students have the opportunity to participate in multiple 
drama productions each year. Productions consist of many styles of theatre including comedies, dramas, musicals, plays, etc.  
Students also have the opportunity to travel to NYC for an annual trip.  To gain membership into the Drama Club, the students audi-
tion for roles in each show or apply to be involved in the crews.

          UPCOMING  ~

ROJO

AMIGO
GRACIAS

HOLA

     Clue! (Middle School Play)  February 4-5, 7:30 p.m.
  Beauty & The Beast (Musical)  May 5-7, 7:30 p.m.

BEA Drama Club Fall Production
The Matchmaker



6   /  Bald Eagle  Area School  Distr ic t

MEET THE NEWEST MEMBERS 
OF THE BE “A” TEAM

Sharon Bittel
Elementary Librarian / District
Family & Consumer Science / Middle-
High School 

Hello, my name is Sharon Bittel.  I am the 
Elementary Librarian in the morning, and in 
the afternoon I teach Family and Consumer 
Sciences at the Middle-High School. I live 

in State College with my husband Mike and his two cats.  We 
have two sons - Erik is a sergeant in the Army and is serving in 
Afghanistan this year, Brad is in graduate school at Penn State 
and will earn a doctorate in materials sciences engineering next 
fall.  I love to read everything, and my favorites types of books 
are mysteries and historical fiction.  This year I am trying to read 
all of the elementary students’ favorite books.  I also enjoy 
cooking for my friends and family.  My husband and I enjoy 
traveling and have been able to visit many interesting places 
around the world.

James Carlson, Jr.
Custodian / Middle-High School

I am a 1995 graduate of the Bald Eagle 
High School and live in Clarence.  I have 
been married for 10 years to my wife, 
Melissa, and we have two children, James 
(11) and Sarah (9).  I enjoy hunting, 
fishing, hiking, and spending time with my 

family. 

Melinda Conrad
Social Studies Instructor / Middle-High 
School

I am a graduate of Penn State Behrend 
where I studied History and Political 
Science.  After my time at Penn State 
Behrend, I attended Saint Francis 
University where I studied secondary 

education.  I now reside in Union Township with my husband, 
Kyle.  In addition to teaching, I love to watch the news and coach 
sports.  While I am not a BEA graduate, both of my parents are 
alumni.  I am excited to continue my career in the same school 
district that my parents attended.    

Robert Cooper
Personal Care Assistant / Middle-High 
School

Hello! I am delighted to be a part of Bald 
Eagle Area.  I am a graduate of Ocean City 
High School in New Jersey.  I received my 
college training in Bible and Elementary 
Education from Baptist Bible College.  I 

was previously employed in Corporate America for over twenty 
years in research & development, process engineering and 
marketing, etc.  I have three beautiful daughters who are all 
grown and living on their own.  I also have a wonderful grandson 
who is four years old.  In my spare time I enjoy spending time 
with friends and family, coaching basketball, camping and 
exercising (running). I am enjoying working with the BEA 
teachers and staff and am looking forward to my future in the 
district. 

Heather Ehrgood
Grade Six (Predictable Term Substitute) / 
Wingate Elementary

Hello! My name is Heather Ehrgood and I 
am very excited to be part of the wonderful 
faculty at BEA.  Becoming a teacher has 
been a dream of mine since I was a little 
girl.  I grew up near the small town of 

Moscow, PA and, upon completion of high school, I attended 
Kutztown University.  In 2005, I graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Elementary Education with a concentration in 
Psychology.  Currently I reside in State College with my fiancé, 
Tim.  Aside from working on wedding plans, I love to draw, 
paint, and spend quality time with my family and friends.  I try to 
enjoy the outdoors as often as possible by taking walks, fishing, 
kayaking, and skiing.  I feel very blessed to have the opportunity 
to teach sixth grade at Wingate, and I look forward to working 
with the students, staff, and families of the Bald Eagle Area 
School District.
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Chad Gilbert
Custodian / Port Matilda Elementary

Hi! My name is Chad Gilbert.  My wife 
and I live in Julian.  Prior to working at 
Bald Eagle Area I spent 12 years working 
in the building and construction field in 
State College, and before that I worked on 
our family farm.  I am looking forward to 

many years of service at BEA.  

Erica Hockenberry
Personal Care Assistant / Port Matilda 
Elementary

I am a 1993 graduate of State College High 
School and a 1994 graduate of Empire 
Beauty School.  I now live on a farm in 
Port Matilda with my partner for life, Bill 
Hilgar, and our children Cayla 17, Kyle 16, 

Kirsten 12, Tyler 8, and Maddisen 7.  I enjoy spending all my 
"spare time" with my family and our animals. I am really 
enjoying working with the students in my new position in the 
Middle School Life Skills Class. 

Lori Hoffman
Instructional Materials Center / Middle-
High School

Hi!  I am a 1981 BEA graduate and live in 
Clarence with my husband, Keith, and cat, 
Venus.  My son, Tyler, is a junior at the 
University of Florida in Gainesville.  I like 
reading and camping at the river in 

Millerstown with friends.  I am very excited to be part of the BEA 
staff.  I enjoy the interaction with staff and students, which comes 
with working in the Instructional Media Center.  I look forward 
to working with everyone at the Middle-High School and the 
elementary schools. 

Brenda Holderman
Life Skills Assistant / Middle-High School

Hello, my name is Brenda Holderman.  I 
am very excited about joining the team at 
BEA.   I live in Julian with my husband, 
my three children, and our little yorkie, 
Theodora.  I love the Bald Eagle Valley and 
count it as a privilege to be a part of the 

Bald Eagle Middle-High School. 

Miranda McGregor
Third Grade (Predictable Term Substitute) 
/ Howard Elementary

Hello BEA families! I am super excited to 
be teaching in the Bald Eagle Area School 
District.  I had a wonderful experience last 
year teaching second grade at Port Matilda 
Elementary, and I am so happy to be 

teaching third grade at Howard this year.  My husband, Chad, and 
I reside in Flemington with our three sons, Kyle (15), Evan (12), 
and Cade (9).  I have had the pleasure of being a stay-at-home 
mom and raising my boys.  When my youngest began kindergarten 
I decided to continue my education to pursue my lifelong dream 
of becoming a teacher.  I graduated from Lock Haven University 
in May 2008, majoring in Early Childhood Education. Before 
coming to BEA,  I taught kindergarten at the Lock Haven 
Catholic School.  I am passionate about teaching and really look 
forward to being a part of the BEA family.

   

   
Jessica Neff
Sixth Grade / Port Matilda Elementary

Hello to everyone in the BEA community! 
My name is Jessica Neff and I am a 1997 
graduate of Bald Eagle Area.  I’m really 
excited about the opportunity to teach sixth 
grade at my alma mater.  I’m a 2001 
graduate of the University of Pittsburgh at 

Johnstown.  After graduating from college, I was able to travel 
and explore different parts of the world with the United States Air 
Force.  I recently went back to school to obtain my Master of 
Science degree and certification in elementary education.  In my 
spare time, I love traveling, gardening, reading, skiing, and 
spending time with my family and friends.  I am looking forward 
to a great year at Port Matilda Elementary! 

Melissa Noll
Library Assistant / Wingate Elementary

Hello, my name is Melissa Noll.  I am a 
BEA graduate and I live in Milesburg with 
my husband, Bill, and our two children, 
Jacob and Miranda.  In my spare time, I 
enjoy spending time with my family and 
scrapbooking.  I am looking forward to 

another great year at Wingate Elementary with the students and 
staff.
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Nadine O'Leary
Personal Care Assistant / Middle-High 
School

Hello, BEA Community!  I feel very 
fortunate to have become a part of the Bald 
Eagle Area staff.  Being a para for eight 
years, I truly enjoy working with children 
and I am looking forward to a great year.  

Born and raised in Long Island, NY, my family and I relocated 
after September 11th to the lovely State of Pennsylvania.  I enjoy 
spending time with my husband, Dennis, of 18 years and our two 
daughters, Megan and Kayla.  Thanks to everyone for helping me 
feel at home! 

Kevin Romeo
Industrial Technology / Middle-High 
School

Hello. I’m a Greensburg Salem High 
School Graduate, which is about 30 miles 
east of downtown Pittsburgh.  I currently 
live in Philipsburg with my fiancée, 
Justine, and my daughter, Abby.  I recently 

received my bachelor's degree in Technology Education from 
California University of Pennsylvania.  Since 2002, I have 
enjoyed drag racing as a hobby, and have been very successful in 
the sport over the years.  Working here at BEA has been great!  I 
am looking forward to being part of the BEA team for many 
years. 

Claudia Schall
Business Office Support / Administration 
Building

Hello everyone!  I am a 1985 graduate of 
BEA and a 1989 graduate of PSU.  I am 
married to Jim (BEA ’78), my husband of 
21 years.  We live in Clarence with our two 
children, Dillon (18) and Tyler (14).  Prior 

to coming to BEA, I worked at Trinity Investments as an Equity 
Trader.  Unfortunately, the stock market suffered great losses and 
I found myself unemployed, so I applied for an Emergency 
Permit to substitute teach and enjoyed five months of a very new, 
different, and enjoyable working experience at the Bald Eagle 
Area schools.  I now have the great fortune of working full-time 
in the Business Office of my alma mater.  I look forward to 
working with the students, staff, and families of the Bald Eagle 
Area School District. 

Danielle Smith
Mathematics / Middle-High School

I grew up in Carbondale, PA.  My fiancé, 
Anthony, and I both went to LHU and 
decided we love Central Pennsylvania, so 
we're here to stay!  We have adventurous 
spirits and will be getting married in Las 

Vegas this summer.  I have a little dog, Jasper, who loves to go on 
walks with us.  In my spare time (what's that?) I enjoy reading, 
cooking, and being outside.  I am very excited about this year and 
look forward to getting to know the faculty and students.  Thank 
you so much for making me feel welcome already.

-

 Honors Banquet
   Keynote Speaker
   Advises "Focus on What you Can Control"

Dr. Jennifer Gillette, former Snow Shoe and Milesburg resident, 
and 1995 graduate of the Bald Eagle High School, had an 

important message for this year’s Honors Banquet attendees.  Her 
most powerful message was that it is best “to focus your energies 
on things you can control.”  As with many teenage students, Dr. 
Gillette's life did not follow the "Leave It to Beaver" model.   At 
that time she decided not to make excuses, but rather to focus on 
what she could control.

That focus took her down a
successful path to becoming 

the valedictorian at CPI and 
salutatorian at BEA, and 
extended to further studies at 
Gettysburg College and the 
University of Colorado Health 
Sciences Center, and even took 
her around the world as a 
Research Scientist on the Tara-
Oceans International Scientific 
Expedition.

Dr. Gillette's next focus in
life will take her, and her 

husband, to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, where she will be the Assistant Professor at the Department 
of Pathology  at the University of New Mexico Health Sciences 
Center.

When she was a student at BEA, she was involved in student 
government, National Honor Society, the school musical, 

and was Miss BEA.  Dr. Gillette was also involved in basketball 
and cheerleading.  She talked about the importance of being 
involved in sports and activities during high school years to help 
develop leadership skills. Dr. Gillette ended her talk to the BEA 
honor students by telling them "they have the world on a string,” 
and can do anything, or go anywhere, that they want. 
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The Bald Eagle Area School District honored the following students 
for their 2009-10 academic achievement at the 2010 Scholastic Honors Banquet.

Grade 12
Mackenzie Bagley HMR 
Wyatt Barnyak HW
Shane Besong HW
Krista Biggans MW
Jordon Boone S
Sara Bowling H
Hannah Brand HMRS
Shaina Byers-Miller W
Kelly Chambers H 
Ashley Cooper H
Patrick Crowley MRW
Trina Davidson W
Shane Eckenrode HS
Kendra Fetzer W
Caitlin Foresman RS
Danielle Fulton W
Ashley Gates HMRSW
Justin Giedroc HRW
Thomas Gordon R
Tyler Greer W
Shaina Hahn HW
Andrea Hewitt H
Coleman Hoffman M
Anne Hoover H
Mallory Leupold RW
Rebecca Martin HW
Amber McClure HMRSW
Maggie Meek W
Kayla Miller W
Vincent Milloch R
Victoria Neal M
Erin Nilson W
Zachary Rider S
Heather Salvanish HS
Kelsey Shaw HMSW
Jessica Simcisko W
Megan Staub MS

Emily Sutton S
Cora Talarigo SW
Nicholas Taylor HMS
Stacia Walker H

Grade 11
Kylie-Lynne Bechdel H 
Michael Blaylock H
Brittany Etters H
Kyle Frost H
Steven Gawryla H 
Abby Gettig H
Molly Gilbert H
Timothy Gleason H
Randall Haynes H
Kyle Johnson H
Garren Kunes H
Sheri McCloskey H 
Maggie Mehalko H 
Nathan Neely H
Emilie Rogers H
Kodie Vermillion H

Grade 10
Emily Chambers H
Dennis Fisher H
Lawrence Flood H
Billie-Jo Friedline H
Forrest Gribble H 
Dale Haagen H
Olivia Hardy H
Eric Henderson H
Evan Kim H

Kaitlyn Laird H
Katy Livezey H
Douglas Rogers H
Richard Spicer H
Jacob Taylor H
Marissa Ward H

Grade 9
Luke Besong HMW
Ellie Chambers HRW
Ashley Christensen M 
Rosalind Cowan HW
Abbey Crago H 
Kayla Crestani H
Darek Eckley H
David Gawryla HMW
Jeffrey Gleason RS
Kathryn Gordon W
Robert Jones HMSW
Michelle Kachik HMRW
Alice Lehota R
Marilee Leupold W
Cody Mandell HW
Cole Mann HR
Alyssa McCartney H
Kurtis Miles S
Zachary Miller R
Matthew Nilson W
Megan O’Leary HR
Megan Peters W
Dustin Pluebell S
Emily Quick HRS
Courtney Reese H
Mackenzie Roan HMR
Tyler Schall W
Cheyenne Smolko H 

Mitchell Snyder S
Nicholas Spicer MS
Otis Statham MRS
Samuel Van Cise MS
Kourtney Vermillion W
Hannah Wedlake S
Jessica Wellar HMS

Grade 8
Sarah Blaylock H
Rylee Butler HR
Madeline Cingle HMR
Anthony Daniels M
Brandon Gettig HMR
Haley Giedroc H
James Hall H
Jessie Jenkins H
Austin Kim MR
Mitchell McCurdy HMR
Katherine Prewitt R
Rexine Schrum H
Meghan Shiels HMR
Jarrett Shreffler HM
Shanelle Spotts HR
Mitchell Taylor M
Clarissa Woomer MR
Tylor Yarrison HMR

                 KEY
H   Top 10% of Class Honor
M  PSSA Math Honor
R   PSSA Reading Honor
S   PSSA Science Honor
W  PSSA Writing Honor
(Please note: PSSA tests are not
 given in Grades 9 and 10)

2010 HONORS BANQUET

Students in Grades 8-12 were recognized for having achieved highest scores on the 2010 PSSA Assessment Test or 
for being in the top ten percent of his/her class last year.    Above:  Smiling seniors pose for a group picture after 
receiving their awards..
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Above: Seventh graders Matthew Appleton 
and Adrianna Cohen wear patriotic t-shirts 
purchased from the Support our Troops 
club. Right:  Support our Troops member 
Shane Besong  paints a child's face at the 
Charlie Company Welcome Home 
Community Celebration.

COLORS

     
     In honor of Veterans Day, military veterans were in-
vited to speak to Middle School students on Friday No-
vember 12.  Pictured below:  Sgt. Joshua Cesavice, who 
is currently working for the PA State National Guard in 
the Pennsylvania Counter Drug Program, shows stu-
dents his ghillie 
suit, which he 
used in Iraq.  
Sgt. Cesav-
ice said that 
soldiers will 
use the things 
around them 
(twigs, leaves, 
etc.) to make 
their ghillie 
suits in order 
to blend into 
their surround-
ings and con-
ceal themselves 
from enemies.

VETERANS visit  
MIDDLE SCHOOL

SUPPORT our TROOPS
 

         A Support our Troops group at BEA has been organized to support the 
military. The group has been busy selling patriotic t-shirts and wristbands 
to help raise money for a van devoted entirely to transporting Centre 
County veterans to and from the Altoona VA Medical Facility.  The group 
is also sending Christmas cards to 
soldiers in the military.
     Last school year, the group partic-
ipated in Operation Shoebox, which 
sends support, snacks and personal 
care items to our troops deployed 
outside of the USA.  Support our 
Troops also distributed gift cards to 
the 2010 seniors who were entering 
the military; and participated in the 
Charlie Company Welcome Home 
Community Celebration.  

     
       Junior Brittany Etters designed a memorial 
to honor veterans for her Girl Scout Gold Award, 
the top scouting honor.  The memorial is located 
in the Howard Community Park and features a 
4-foot black granite slab atop an 800-pound gray 
granite base.  
       The front of the memorial reads: Dedicated 

to all Howard area 
veterans, both men 
and women, who 
served in the armed 
forces during war 
and peacetime.  
The inscription on 
the back reads:  All 
gave some, and 
some gave all. 
     A dedication for 
the memorial was 
held in November.

BRITTANY ETTERS DESIGNS 

MEMORIAL FOR VETERANS
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ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES – Winter/Spring 2011

REGISTRATION FORM 
Name ________________________________________________________ Telephone_______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Class you wish to register for _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you a resident of the Bald Eagle Area School District?     Yes ______ No______ 

Check enclosed in the amount of $ ______________________________      Make check payable to “Bald Eagle Area School District”
            PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH

Before registration deadline, please return registration form and check to:     Bald Eagle Area School District,  Adult Education Registration
            751 S. Eagle Valley Road, Wingate, PA  16823

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTERS:  This is the perfect course 
for new computer users or those who have never had any formal 
orientation to the Windows environment. You will learn to identify 
different types of hardware and their functions, how to customize 
the Windows environment, and much more. Class will be held at 
the Bald Eagle Middle/Senior High School on Monday & 
Wednesday from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m., beginning Monday, February 28, and will 
continue for six weeks. Cost: BEASD Resident – $25.00, Non-resident – $40.00.  
Registration Deadline is February 16.

MICROSOFT WORD/EXCEL:  This course provides a focused 
introduction to two important features of Microsoft Office. It is 
designed to teach the basics about Microsoft Word and Microsoft 
Excel that you need to know for practical tasks at school, at work, 
or at home. Prerequisite: Typing skills. Class will be held at the 
Bald Eagle Middle/Senior High School on Tuesday & Thursday from 7 p.m. – 9 
p.m., beginning Tuesday, March 1, and will continue for six weeks. Cost: BEASD 
Resident – $25.00, Non-resident – $40.00. Registration Deadline is February 16.

GENEALOGY:  Were your ancestors Royalty or Rascals, 
Martyr or Murderer, Rebel or Warriors?  Track your ancestry 
using the simple techniques in this course.  Learn the sources 
available in the library, courthouse, federal and state government 
records, churches, and the Internet.  Whether you wish to write 
a family history or just fill in your pedigree chart, all the 
information you need will be available in this short course.  
Meet your ancestors and be ready for surprises.  Class will be held at the Wingate 
Elementary School on three Tuesday evenings from 6 – 8 p.m. and one Saturday 
morning from 9 – 11 a.m., beginning Tuesday, March 15.  Cost:  BEASD Resident 
– $25.00, Non-resident – $40.00. Registration Deadline is February 16.

Registrations for the Adult Education Program will be accepted by 
mail or by phone, and ten people are required to register before the 
class will be held. Interested persons should complete the registration 
form and mail it, along with a check payable to the Bald Eagle Area 
School District, for the amount of the class cost.  In the event that we 
do not receive the required ten people for a class, your check will be 
returned. Any questions regarding the Adult Ed Program can be 
directed to Nancy Fisher at 355-4860 or 355-3737, Monday - Friday, 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

KINDERGARTEN KINDERGARTEN RegistrationRegistration
C          hildren who will be five years old on, or before, August 31, 2011 are eligible to register for kindergarten.  The Bald Eagle Area School 

District no longer has an Early Entrance policy.  Registration packets will be available in all BEA elementary schools beginning 
February 1, 2011.  You can also contact the District Elementary Office at 355-3737 to obtain a packet. Please be sure to bring the following 
items with you to registration: your child’s birth certificate, your child’s immunization records, custody papers (if 
applicable), and a completed physical form from your child’s doctor, or appointment date for your child’s physical. 

Questions regarding the immunizations or physical requirement for your child to attend school should be directed 
to Mrs. Allison Snyder, the Elementary School Nurse, at 355-4872. If you have any questions or are unable to 

bring your child to one of the registration sessions, please contact Mrs. Nancy Fisher in the District Elementary 
Office at 355-3737.

FITNESS CLASS:  This class will include physical activities, as well 
as fitness walking. Along with our instructor's creative ideas, CD's 
will be used to keep you having fun and burning calories.  Light hand 
weights will be incorporated into each evening’s activities.  The only 
equipment needed for this class is a pair of 2-5 lb. hand weights.  
Class is scheduled be be held at the Wingate Elementary School on 
Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm, beginning Monday, 
January 17, and will continue for eight weeks.  Cost:  BEASD Resident - $30.00, 
Non-resident - $40.00. Registration Deadline is January 17.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION SCHEDULE
Loca  on  Date   Time
Howard School   Tuesday, March 1  6 p.m.
Port Ma  lda School  Wednesday, March 2 6 p.m.
Mountaintop School  Tuesday, March 8  6 p.m.
Wingate School   Wednesday, March 9 5 p.m. 

Angela Brown and Kieran Jodon, kin-
dergarten students in Mrs. Jen Houser's 
class at Port Matilda Elementary, made 
kissing hand cookies after reading about 
Chester Raccoon in the book, The Kiss-
ing Hand.
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HOMECOMING QUEEN

Mallory Leupold, pictured above with escort, Tyler 
Greer, was chosen as Bald Eagle Area's 2010 
Homecoming Queen.  Mallory is the daughter of Tim 
and Ginger Leupold of Unionville.  Amber McClure 
was first runner-up and Shaina Hahn was second 
runner-up.  

AROUND BEA

Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) held a Spaghetti 
Dinner to bene  t BEA students injured in an ATV accident.  Over 
$2,500 was raised to help their families with expenses.  Pictured 
above: Ninth grade SADD member, Tabatha Lason, hands Sheri 
Davis a spaghetti dinner.  

Don McNeal, former NFL player and Sports World motivational speaker, 
visited all of the BEA elementary schools and the Middle-High school to 
motivate students to make good choices.  Pictured above:  Hayden Taylor 
(left) and Ty Ranck from Mountaintop Area Elementary seemed pleased 
to get a personally autographed  Don McNeal NFL card. 

Centre County Judge Tom Kistler, who is a member of the Belle-
fonte Kiwanis Club, reads to the students in Mrs. Showers' class 
at Wingate Elementary.  Kiwanis Club members have been read-
ing to the children at Wingate Elementary for the past four years.

Port Matilda Elementary received a wonderful Christmas gift this year 
from Judy Ellenberger Clogg of Bellefonte.  Judy is a former Port Matil-
da Elementary student and BEA 
grad, whose parents gave her one 
of the original desks from the Port 
Matilda Elementary school.  Over 
time, she had the desk re  nished, 
and, just before Christmas, donated 
the desk back to the Port Matilda El-
ementary school, where it is proudly 
on display.  Judy, many years’ worth 
of Port Matilda students will relive 
fond memories because of your gen-
erosity.  Thank you!
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IN APPRECIATION Thank you to First National Bank for donating an 8' x 12' electronic scoreboard for the new 
high school gymnasium.   And, a special "thank-you" goes out to the Scott Summey family of Unionville for donating a 12' x 18' electronic LED 
scoreboard, which lists fouls and points scored per player, and includes a full-color video display.  The entire BEA Family says "THANKS" to 
both donors for your kindness and generosity.  A recognition/dedication  ceremony was held January 6 at the new gymnasium.  

New Main Gym
opens at Middle-High School

The morning and afternoon of December 22 were very 
busy at the new Middle-High School gymnasium, as 

BEA staff members buttoned up the  nal details for that evening's 
 rst ever game in the new gym, a Lady Eagles Basketball game 

against Lewistown.  Randy Greene was checking mechanisms on 
the entrance doors, while Chris Park was tightening the screws in 
the handrails on the bleachers.  Tracey Watson was trying to see over 
the top of a huge cardboard box she was carrying, which was full of 
paper products for the concession stand.  Randy Breon was giving 
the lobby  oors one last thorough cleaning.   Chef Ott was stocking 
the concession stand refrigerators with soda and water, and getting 
crock pots ready.  Athletic Director Doug Dyke was  ying around 
like an eagle, checking on everything from programs, to lighting, to 
the new score boards' operating systems.  Steve Thompson and John 
Urbanik were checking the sound system, and available students 
from study halls were setting up the new dark blue team chairs on 
the gymnasium  oor and getting the concession stand ready to pre-
pare food items for later in the evening. 

 Was the  rst game in the new gym a success?  We 
can answer that with a resounding "YES."  From 

Brooke Fisher's inspirational singing of the National Anthem, to 
the  nal score on the new scoreboards, a 69-56 Lady Eagles win 
over Lewistown that was ten years in coming, the  rst evening in 
the new gym was wonderful. All systems worked perfectly and the 
gym looked magni  cent. Everyone was in awe of the lobby, with its 
wall monitor for watching the game and the tables to stand at while 
eating food from the concession stand, which, by the way, served a 
wide variety of excellent, reasonably priced food and also earned 
rave reviews.

 Stop by for one of the basketball games this season, 
and you will  nd that this latest facilities addition to 

the Middle-High School evokes a great feeling of pride.  This new 
gymnasium, like Alumni Field and, most importantly, our students 
themselves, will continue to be a source of pride for all of us in the 
Bald Eagle Area community for years to come.

The new 14,804  square-foot  gym seats 1,200, which is an in-
crease of 300 seats over the old gym.  Acoustic panels in the ceil-
ing reduce the noise level, and  the facility is heated and air-con-
ditioned using a geothermal system.  

Concession Stand

Lobby
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Many of our surrounding school districts, 
for example Altoona, Penns Valley, and 

State College, have established an alumni 
foundation.  At Bald Eagle Area, Eagle 
Ambassadors was incorporated in 2003 as a 
vehicle to support academics, arts, and athletics at the Bald Eagle Area School 
District.  Supporters of Eagle Ambassadors include 50+ years of BEA alumni, 
along with other members of our greater Bald Eagle Area Community.  The 
Eagle Ambassadors began their fund-raising campaign with a donor brick 
program.  These bricks will be displayed near the entrance to the new gymnasium 
at the Middle-High school in a landscaped donor wall area. Eagle Ambassadors 
is sure that once the bricks are on display, more orders will be received.  

Eagle Ambassadors newest endeavor has been to update the addresses in 
the BEA alumni data base.  If you have the information, perhaps from a 

class reunion, to update classmate addresses for your graduating year, please 
send an email to rmhoover@beasd.org for information on how to do that.

The first annual giving appeal was conducted in 2010.  With the funds 
received from that campaign, $200 has been donated to each of the 

libraries in our five school buildings at Howard Elementary, Mountaintop 
Area Elementary, Port Matilda Elementary, Wingate Elementary, and the 
Bald Eagle Middle-High School; and, using donated funds, an eight foot steel 
bench (pictured below) was also installed in the lobby of our newly 

constructed high school gymnasium.  This bench is identical 
to the other three new benches previously donated to BEA 
by the Crater Family in memory of Doug Crater, and by the 
Herbert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program at PSU.

Eagle Ambassadors has asked the Bald Eagle Area 
School District to develop a "Wish List" of needed 

items, so donors can dedicate their funds to a special 
educational interest. (See box on the left.)  In the coming 
years, Eagle Ambassors will continue its mission of building 
a "Culture of Support" from BEA alumni for the benefit of 
the Bald Eagle Area School District. Donations can be 
mailed to a lock-box at this address:

Eagle Ambassadors, Inc.
Alumni Relations Processing Center

P. O. Box 6029
Albert Lea, MN  56007-6629 

“Beneath these spacious skies so blue, 
our Alma Mater stands so true."

E A G L E  A M B A S S A D O R S
A L U M N I  F O U N D A T I O N

WISH LIST for ACADEMICS-ARTS-ATHLETICS  AT BEA

Materials for Special Education's new Life Skills
Independent Living Center (towels, dishes, etc.)

Student Reading and Positive Behavior Awards

Materials for Planned AG Program at High School

American Flag Sets (4)

DuMour Steel Benches (10)

Classroom overhead Projectors

Elementary Library Books

Scholarship Fund for College-Level courses taken
in High School

Risers for Elementary Music Program

Outdoor waste receptacles for Alumni Field

Subscriptions to Reading A-Z.com Teacher Resources

Supplies for Full Option Science System (FOSS) Kits

Marching Band Uniforms

Prior to Homecoming ceremonies, Eagle Ambassadors 
conducted a tour of the Middle-High school for its donors.  
Pictured:  Les Hart, who is a 1958 BEA graduate and 
PMEA State Band Participant, compares Hannah Park's 
marching band uniform to the one he wore during his 
years at BEA.  

BEA alumna, 
Brett Cowan, BEA 
Class of 2000, and 
his son, James, 
enjoy using the 
bench donated 
by Eagle Ambas-
sadors.
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Michael Salvanish (left) and Hunter Eminhizer  are leaders in the recycling effort at Wingate Ele-
mentary.  Besides being community-minded, they also enjoy recycling because it gives them a chance 
to go outdoors to the recycling bins.  Plus, it also earns them each a coveted Soaring Eagle Ticket!

Wingate Elementary Participates in
RECYCLING CONTEST

The students at Port Matilda Elementary showed their 
“Giving Spirit” the week of December 6th through 

the 10th.  A Food Drive to support the Port Matilda 
Methodist Church was organized as a senior project of 
a student in a neighboring school district.  Port students 
took home a  yer 
asking for any 
canned or boxed 
food donations to 
help with a food 
bank supported by 
the church.

All classes par-
ticipated, with the winning class, Mr. Woodring’s 

4th Grade, bringing in 207 items. They will receive a 
pizza party donated by the student who sponsored the 
food drive challenge. 

PORT MATILDA shows its giving spirit

In October, Wingate Elementary par-
ticipated in a paper-recycling con-

test called “GreenSylvania.” This was 
a statewide project sponsored by Keep 
America Beautiful, Inc. Wingate teach-
ers, staff, and students diligently re-
cycled paper and won Second Place for 
Centre County. Wingate Elementary re-
cycled 2,480 pounds of paper, for a total 
of 4.30 pounds/person!

For achieving second place, Wing-
ate Elementary received a check for 

$100.00 from  the Centre County Solid 
Waste Authority, which will be donated 
toward recycling efforts. Wingate Ele-
mentary plans to participate in this con-
test next year, too.  Way to GO GREEN 
Wingate and keep up the great work! 

“At a time of year when most 
students are thinking about what 
they want to GET for Christmas, it 
was great to see our students learn 
about giving.”  ~ Betsy Dickey, Port 
Matilda Principal

Principal Betsy Dickey said, “At a time of year when 
most students are thinking about what they want to 

GET for Christmas, it was great to see our students learn 
about  GIVING.” The real winners are the families sup-
ported with the 818 food items brought in by Port Matil-
da Elementary students.  Good job, Port!
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HOWARD ELEMENTARY
Grade 3 Cameron Cody        2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 4 Olivia Davis        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 4 Jared Gettig        2010 PSSA Math/Science 
Grade 5 Regan Dyke        2010 PSSA Math/Reading/Writing 
Grade 5 Caylee McCaslin        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 6 Dallis Dillon        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 6 Erica Krape        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 6 Morgan Nyman        2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 6 Seth Woodring        2010 PSSA Reading 

MOUNTAINTOP AREA ELEMENTARY  
Grade 3 Chelsea Butterworth      2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 3 Tessa Cingle        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 3 Katherine Haagen        2010 PSSA Math/Reading  
Grade 3 Luke McCullough        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 4 Hunter Carlin        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 4 Morgan Chambers        2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 4 Emma Murgas        2010 PSSA Science 
Grade 4 Garrett Rigg        2010 PSSA Reading/Science 
Grade 4 Alice Statham        2010 PSSA Math/Reading  
Grade 5 Tess Bechdel        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 5 Zachary Fitzgerald        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 5 Caleigh Guenot        2010 PSSA Reading/Writing 
Grade 5 Hannah Hemphill        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 5 Haylee Hemphill        2010 PSSA Writing 
Grade 5 Ty Walker        2010 PSSA Math/Reading  
Grade 6 Matthew Blaylock        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 6 Natasha Jozefick        2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 6 Logan Webb        2010 PSSA Reading 

PORT MATILDA ELEMENTARY  
Grade 3 Ramie Corl        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 3 Tyler Hall        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 3 Ethan Henderson        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 3 Deborah Neal        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 3 Nicholas Turner        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 3 Dylan Urbanik        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 3 Makalinn Wilson        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 4 Michael Bailey        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 4 Hayleigh Harpster        2010 PSSA Science 
Grade 4 Brooke Myers        2010 PSSA Science 
Grade 4 Nathaniel VanOuse        2010 PSSA Math/Reading/Science 
Grade 4 Chase Wert        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 5 Karissa Bittinger        2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 5 Kyle Gill         2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 5 Madison Maney        2010 PSSA Writing 
Grade 5 Gavin Schnarrs        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 5 Mackenzie Stine        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 5 Skyler Woodward        2010 PSSA Writing 
Grade 6 Mariah Ballock        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 6 Karina Bloom        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 6 Cody Confer        2010 PSSA Reading 

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS RECOGNIZED 
On December 9, BEA recognized elementary students for having the highest scores in their classrooms on the 
2009-10 PSSA Math, Reading, Science, and Writing Assessments. Parents, students, and staff enjoyed light 
refreshments after the ceremony.

WINGATE ELEMENTARY  
Grade 3 Cody Armstrong        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 3 Dylan Bisel        2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 3 Kody Chandler        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 3 Kaleigh Cunningham     2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 3 Shane Lambert-Brooks  2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 3 Ashton Robinson        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 3 Christopher Woodward  2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 4 Gabriel Basalla        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 4 Leo Bomboy        2010 PSSA Science 
Grade 4 Kaitlin Carter        2010 PSSA Math/Reading/Science 
Grade 4 Carissa Case        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 4 Charlotte Harris        2010 PSSA Science 
Grade 4 Heather Huyett        2010 PSSA Math/Reading/Science 
Grade 4 Adazia Mellott        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 4 Mariah Veneziano        2010 PSSA Math/Science 
Grade 4 Courtney Ward        2010 PSSA Science 
Grade 4 Conner Williams        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 5 Bryce Chandler        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 5 Moreta Dyke        2010 PSSA Math/Reading 
Grade 5 Hunter Eminhizer        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 5 Austin Huyett        2010 PSSA Math/Reading/Writing 
Grade 5 Tanner Kresovich        2010 PSSA Writing 
Grade 5 Carissa Matthiesen        2010 PSSA Reading/Writing 
Grade 5 Phoebe McClincy        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 5 Breanna Packer        2010 PSSA Writing 
Grade 5 Madison Perry        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 5 Carson Spence        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 6 Cobey Bainey        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 6 Renny Grieb        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 6 Sara Lucas        2010 PSSA Reading 
Grade 6 Timothy Miller        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 6 Miranda Noll        2010 PSSA Math 
Grade 6 Sarah VanCise        2010 PSSA Math/Reading 

Teachers recognized for classroom performance on the PSSA's 
were Mr. Proctor and Mr. Woodring from Port Matilda for their 
students achieving 100% Pro  cient or Advanced in Math, Read-
ing, and Science;  Mrs. Rackovan from Howard - 100% Pro  -
cient or Advanced in Math and Reading; and, Ms. Houtz, Ms. 
Pratt, and Mrs. Thompson from Mountaintop Area - 100% Pro  -
cient or Advanced in Reading.

Emma Murgas (left) and 
Chelsea Butterworth  from 
Mountaintop Elementary 
proudly display their PSSA 
trophies after the
recognition ceremony.
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Middle-High School Student Grades to be Posted ONLINE

ELEMENTARY ART COLLAGE

BEA is planning to make Middle-Senior High School student grades available via the Internet  The 
grades will be based upon the most recent teacher updates.  In order for you to access your child's 

grades on the Internet, you will need to provide your email address to Mrs. Yearick at  hyearick@beasd.
org with the subject line "BEA GRADES."  Please include your child's full name and grade in the body 
of the email.

A letter will then be emailed to you, as the system becomes available, with the procedures for accessing  
your child's current grade records online.  
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BEA will benefit from 1.5 million SOLAR GRANT

Howard Elementary 
A Unique School
      When you visit the Howard Elementary School for the  rst time, it 
quickly becomes very evident that the school is unique in many ways.  The 
school is located at a scenic site on the edge of the Bald Eagle State Park.  One 
can also view the mountains on both sides of the school.

            The school has a huge play area with state-of-the-art playground equip-
ment provided by the PTA.  There are small classes, which allow the teachers 
to provide more individualized instruction to the students.   There is only 
one class of each grade level, which helps to provide more of a close family environment.  This type of school environment is conducive to 
learning.

                 The best feature is the school and family connection that makes it a fun place to be for all families, thus making the school a part 
of the community. The following are examples of how the school and community are connected together.

        
Back-to-School-Night - Picnic sponsored by PTA  and a won-
derful social/academic event.
Family Meal Night/Book Fair - Family interactions and every 
child leaves with a book.
Family Movie Night - This night provides fun for all and top 
movie choices for families and family interactions.
Spirit Club - A group of students working together to increase 
the “spirit” of the school and to collaborate in the community. 
Community Projects - Earth Day, where students clean the 
Howard Community Park.
Extra Curricular Groups - School is available for basketball, 
cheerleading, youth groups, etc.
 Left:  Jennifer Wehmeier and her daughter, Camri Foster, enjoy
  dinner  at Howard Elementary Family Meal Night.

 SEC BESD Solar One LLC, the special purpose Limited 
Liability Corporation formed for the Bald Eagle School District so-
lar projects by Smart Energy Capital, will receive a $995,440 solar 
energy program grant to purchase and install a 650 kW rooftop solar 
photovoltaic system for the Bald Eagle Middle-High School, and a 
$445,280 solar energy program grant for the purchase and installa-
tion of a 280 kW solar photovoltaic system for the Wingate Elemen-
tary School.
 The solar PV system at the Middle-High School will 
produce about 670,000 kWh of solar electricity annually, and the 
system at Wingate Elementary will produce about 299,000 kWh 
annually.  The systems will provide more than 50 percent of the 
electricity demands for the schools.  The total costs for the projects 
are $2.7 million and $1.2 million, respectively.   
 Smart Energy will own the photovoltaic system and sell 
power to the Bald Eagle Area schools under a long-term power pur-
chase agreement at a  xed rate of 4.9 cents per kWh for 20 years.  
At the end of the 20-year term, the solar PV systems will be owned 
by the Bald Eagle Area School District.  
 Superintendent Dan Fisher said there will be no costs in-

curred by the Bald Eagle Area School District to have these sys-
tems installed or maintained, and said structural studies were done 
to assure the newly renovated roofs on the Wingate Elementary and 
Middle-High School will be able to sustain the additional weight of 
the photovoltaic panels.

These racks on the Wingate Elementary 
School will hold the solar panels that will 
generate over 900Kw in electricity.
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DISTRICT DIRECTORY

Bald Eagle Area School District
751 S. Eagle Valley Road

Wingate, PA  16823
Phone: (814) 355-4860
Fax: (814) 355-1028

www.beasd.org

Board of School Directors
   Shirley A. Dudish, President
   Jeffrey C. Turner, Vice-President and CPI Representative
   Timothy E. Nilson, Secretary and PSBA Liason
   Thomas Bowes
   Mary Ann Hamilton, CPI Representative Alternate
   S. Thomas Letterman, CIU 10 Representative
   Theresa D. Peters
   John E. Rougeux
   Tawna Smith
   Lloyd A. Rhoades, Treasurer (Non-voting member)

Administrative Offices
  751 S. Eagle Valley Road   Wingate
    Superintendent of Schools  355-4860
    Business Office   355-5516
    Elementary Supervisor  355-3737
    Food Service    355-8068
    Math Director                                   355-5731
    Plant Supervisor   355-4860
    Reading Director                              353-1413
    Special Education   355-5731
    Technology/Grants   353-1413
    Transportation   355-5516
    Wage Tax Office   355-5961
    
 Elementary Schools
    Howard Elementary   625-2423
    Mountaintop Area Elementary  387-6861
    Port Matilda Elementary    692-7429
    Wingate Elementary   355-4872
    
 Middle-High School
    Principal    355-4868
    Athletic Director   355-5721
    Attendance Office   355-5721
    Guidance Office   355-4629

Central Pennsylvania Institute of
     Science & Technology  359-2793

Bald Eagle Area Board of Education

L to R, Seated: Thomas Bowes, Brittany Etters (Student Representa-
tive), Theresa D. Peters, Mary Ann Hamilton.  Standing:  John Rou-
geux, S. Thomas Letterman, Tawna Smith, Shirley A. Dudish, Jeffrey 
C. Turner, and Timothy Nilson. 

Boardmembers, 
Mary Ann 
Hamilton(left), 
Shirley Dudish, 
and Tom Letterman, 
attend the 2010 
Honors Banquet.

Karen Morse, 
Dave Reichelderfer, 
Boardmember 
Tim Nilson, Jack 
Tobias, and Elaine 
Winger help serve 
food on one of the 
serving lines at 
the 2010 Honors 
Banquet.

Project Manager, 
Rick Vilello, (left) 
gives Board-
member, John 
Rougeux, a tour 
of the soon-to-be 
completed high 
school gymnasium.
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Study Island is a research-based computer program being used to 
reinforce and practice reading skills in grades three through six.   

The program is used on the computers in the classrooms, and  
teachers also use the program to reinforce what they are teaching in 
their classrooms.  The program assesses the students and then 
differentiates their learning.  Students that need more practice with 
a skill are assigned fun and engaging activities to reinforce the 
concepts.  Students that are successful are moved on to the next 
skill level to advance their learning. 

The program is based on the Pennsylvania State Standards and 
supports the BEA reading curriculum.  We are excited to see 

the positive impact this program has had on our reading scores. 

Fourth grade Port Matilda Elementary students, Matthew 
Saulsgiver (left) and Julia Johnson, use Study Island under the 
guidance of teacher, Roger Proctor.

Supporting Reading in Grades 3-6

Howard Elementary honors teacher
Howard Elementary students and staff planted a pink dogwood tree to honor retiree Ann Shope's teaching years at Howard.   Miss Shope 
taught for over thirty years and this year's Howard Sixth Grade Class (pictured below with Miss Shope) was the last class that she taught.  
When Howard Elementary students and staff look at the pink dogwood tree, they will remember Miss Shope.




