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T A B L E  O F 
C O N T E N T S

 I had announced my intention to 
retire at the end of February in our last 
Eagle Pride and thought that would 
probably be my last message.  Since, 
hopefully, this issue will be in your 
mailbox prior to the end of January, I 
have the opportunity to extend my 
“farewell message” a few more lines. 
    Thus far, the 2012-13 school year is 
proceeding well, with students and staff working and learning together.   
As I write, our Bald Eagle Area Reading Super Bowl  VII  has reached 
the halfway point and the totals for our four elementary schools and our 
middle school are impressive.  Our athletic teams and music groups are 
performing well, as are our other student activity groups.   Our Drama 
Club performed an outstanding presentation of Les Miserables and our 
Middle School drama group will be presenting The Secret Garden on 
February 1 and 2.   It is a goal of our Board of Education, and our school 
family, to engage as many students as we possibly can in extra-curricular 
activities, and I am happy to report that we have a higher percentage of 
students participating in those activities now than any time in the past 
two decades.
 Our ongoing declining enrollment will continue to be a challenge 
for us at least over the next ten years.  We continue to invite parents and 
students in our Wingate School to consider transferring to any of our 
other elementary schools because of much lower enrollment per class in 
those schools.  I understand that once a student begins kindergarten in 
one school, it is sometimes difficult to leave those friends behind to 
attend another school.  I am asking parents with children beginning their 
kindergarten experience next year to seriously consider the option of 
educating your child at one of our three smaller schools.  
 It will continue to be a struggle, and will require even more 
financial commitment from the Bald Eagle Area Community, if we are 
to maintain the level of educational opportunities that we are currently 
providing.  In the past few years, the State has provided about half of the 
funding required to operate the District.  The present rumors coming out 
of Harrisburg indicate that our level of State funding is likely to 
decrease.  The increasing costs of health care, retirement contributions 
and, in reality, just about everything, will challenge our Board of 
Education and our next Superintendent, Mr. Jeffrey Miles.
 I am sure that Mr. Miles will enjoy the same level of support from 
our excellent staff, our truly talented and wonderful students, and our 
overall Bald Eagle Area Community that I have received over the past 
40 years.  I can never thank you enough for making my life as a teacher 
and administrator a personally rewarding and satisfying experience.   I 
know Mr. Miles will quickly come to recognize how awesome it is to 
work in such a special place as Bald Eagle Area.  To all of you - thank 
you so very much!

Pictured Above:  Mr. Fisher begins his career at BEA in 1973, 
teaching Problems of Democracy at the High School.

Superintendent’s Message
Dan Fisher
dfisher@beasd.org
(814) 355-4860
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On the Cover…
Mobile Ag Lab visits Mountaintop
Mountaintop Elementary First Grade students listen intently as Instructor 
Melvin Smith relates that most of the ingredients in a chocolate candy bar 
actually come from a farm. Pictured from left:  Mrs. Schall, Dalton 
Barnyak, Rachel Bryan, Destiny Sirianni, Mason Reese, Jordan Kormanec, 
Sydney Hockenbury, Jonathon Fogleman, and Alexis Lidgett. 
 

 Did you know that peanuts grow underground?  Do you know 
the name of those black-and-white cows that you see in standing in 
fields as you drive by on the road?  (Holsteins.)  Thanks to the PA 
Farm Bureau and the Mobile Ag Ed Science Lab, Mountaintop 
students learned the answers to these questions and just how 
important AGRICULTURE is to all, giving us both the food we eat 
and the clothes we wear.  Instructor Melvin Smith, who grew up on 
a dairy farm and is a retired math teacher, provided animated and 
engaging instruction in the Ag Lab and 
helped students make a connection 
between agriculture and the food on 
their table.  Students were pleased to 
learn that if they had a garden, they 
were farmers!
 The hands-on lessons were geared 
to the knowledge level of each grade.   
Kindergarten students learned about  
the different types of animals and plants 
that can be found on a farm, while Fifth 
Grade students extracted DNA from a banana. Students from the 
High School Ag Program were helpful volunteers in the lab, setting 
up experiments and holding props.  The Ag Lab's visit was greatly 
enjoyed by all.
(See info about how the Ag Science Lab was funded on Page 15.) 
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Special Person's Day
      Students in Mrs. Jamie Smith’s class have been very busy the fi rst half of 
the year, working hard on their academics, community-based instruction/recreational 
skills, and functional and independent living skills.  To celebrate all they have learned 
and all that they are thankful for, with the help of assistants Vicki Bomboy, Jacque 
Cramer, and Erica Hockenberry, the students held a Thanksgiving Fall Festival.  The 

students were permitted to invite one staff member who 
made a difference in their individual achievements at 
BEA.  The students created a picture for that person and 
presented it to them at the festival.  
 The fall festival allowed students to show faculty 
and staff their accomplishments and to say “thank you” 
to those who have helped along the way.  A PowerPoint 
show was shared of the students participating in various community-based instruction activities:  Day of Car-
ing, The Great Mountain Play at Eisenhower Auditorium, bowling, shopping at Walmart and Weis, and many 
more activities.  These community-based activities allow students to transfer academics they have learned in the 
classroom to other meaningful learning environments.  Students continue to work hard on their academics and 
strive to be the "Best They Can Be at BEA" and in their community.

Left:  Barry Reiter holds a greenhouse planted with 
fl owers and vegetables;  Above: Assistants Erica        
Hockenberry (left) and Jacque Cramer help Kenny   
Bainey (left) and Jesse Edwards make centerpieces for 
the    festival.
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 At their December 6, 2012 meeting, the Bald Eagle Area School District Board of Education appointed 
Jeffrey D. Miles as superintendent.   Mr. Miles says, “I am humbled and incredibly honored to be named 
Superintendent of the Bald Eagle Area School District.  I have always been very proud to say I attended and 
graduated from Bald Eagle Area (BEA Class of 1978).  When I think of the 
Bald Eagle Area Community, I see hard-working, proud people, in a caring and 
nurturing community.  This has not changed in the 47 years since I started in 
kindergarten.  Returning to Bald Eagle Area has been a long-term goal of mine, 
something I never lost sight of over my last 24 years in education.” 
 Mr. Miles started his educational career at the Huntingdon Area Middle 
School as a Sixth and Seventh Grade Science teacher, where he became the 
Dean of Students in September of 2000.  He was subsequently named Assistant Principal there in 2001.  In the fall 
of 2003, he moved to the High School. Mr. Miles accepted a position at the Lewistown Area High School as Assistant 
Principal in 2004.  Following three years at Lewistown, he returned to the Huntingdon Area High School as the 
Assistant Principal and then was appointed Principal, where he has served for the last three-and-one-half years.
 Mr. Miles will officially take the position as Bald Eagle Area School District Superintendent effective   
March 1, 2013.

BEA Welcomes

J E F F R E Y  D .  M I L E S  A S 
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  O F  S C H O O L S

"I am humbled and incredibly 
honored to be named 
Superintendent of the Bald 
Eagle Area School District."
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Olivia Hardy has been named 
as a Commended Student in 

the 2013 National Merit 
Scholarship Program.  
Commended  students  place 
among the top five percent of 
more than 1.5 million students 
who entered the 2013 competition 
by taking the 2012 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test. Congratulations on your 
academic achievement, Olivia!  

Andrea 
Crock at 
TOB
Andrea Crock represented 

the BEA Marching Band 
in the Tournament of Bands 
All Star Marching Band in the 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in 
Philadelphia, PA. Congratulations, Andrea!

Congratulations to the Bald Eagle Area 8th Grade Football Team on an undefeated season. The team went 8-0, defeating Altoona, Bellefonte, 
Central, Clearfield, Huntingdon, Penns Valley, Philipsburg, and Tyrone. In the last game of the season, BEA went up against Bellefonte, 
who was also undefeated at the time. The Eagles were victorious in that exciting match-up with a 28-20 victory, to end the BEA season with 
a perfect record. 

Pictured after the Bellefonte Game - from left, front:  Zach Fitzgerald, Aleck Nyman, Chase Meyers, Garrett Proctor, Tanner Kresovich, Luke Holler, Jordan Jones, Chris 
Shultz, Andrew Cohen, Holden Price, and Jake Gates; Back Row: Bradley Dunkel, Eli Myers, Kyle Gill, Gavin Schnarrs, Coach Donnie Burns, Caleb Roberts, Hunter 

Hockenberry, Coach Brian Nicolas, Caleb 
Kelley, Austin Young, Mike Salvanish, 
Hunter Weston, James Decker, and Coach 
John Long. Missing from photo: Tyler 
Heinbaugh and Luke Jozefick. The Head 
Coach/Offensive Coordinator for the 8th 
Grade Football Team was John Long, the 
Defensive Coordinator was Donnie Burns, 
and the Special Teams Coach was Brian 
Nicholas. Others who helped coach the 8th 
Grade Team were overall Head Junior High 
Coach Vaughn Donmoyer, 9th Grade Coach 
Roger Proctor, and 7th Grade Coaches 
Brian Beals and Ron Hoover.

Students READ 6,873 books! 
Students competed in the Stuffed on Reading Challenge 

over the Thanksgiving Holiday.  All students in First through Sixth 
grade had 11 days to read and accumulate points through the Accel-
erated Reading program.  A total of 708 students read 6,873 books 
during that period, for an overall comprehension score of 89.9 per-
cent.  

 The top 5 
students in each 
classroom, fi rst 
through sixth 
grade, received 
a certifi cate in 
three catego-
ries:  Most Points 
Earned, Most 
Books Read, and 
Highest Percent-
age.  Overall dis-
trict grade level 
winners were 

then determined and those students each received a certifi cate and a 
$10.00 Barnes & Noble Gift Certifi cate.  District grade level win-
ners were:  Peightin Brownson, Braden Cendana, Charlotte 
Cingle, Georgia Cingle, Hunter Gardner, Katherine Haagen, 
Robert Hegedus, Mackenzie Hockenberry, Nathan Hoover, 
Gwyneth Jones, Logan McKinley, Tyler Robinson, Megan       
Sligar, Garret Summers, Madison Surovec, Julia Thompson, 
and Autumn Tobias.

Pictured Above: A few of the proud students who earned certifi cates for 
their reading achievement.  A total of 232 students received certifi cates! 

UNDEFEATED - Eighth Grade Football Team

Commended Student 
OLIVIA HARDY

UNDEFEATED SEASON
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   Eagle Ambassadors, Inc., 
thanks the above 
businesses for contributing 
to the Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit 
(EITC) Program.  Because 
of  their generosity, the 

Bald Eagle Area School District now has as 
additional $17,266.64 to use for the 
approved EITC programs of  the Eco-Pond 
and Environmental Learning Center, Pen-
Pal Program, and Botball Educational 
Robotics Program/Technical Team.  

Mary Pillot was crowned as BEA's 2012 Homecoming 
Queen at ceremonies at Alumni Field.  Mary is the 

daughter of Joe and Jayne Pillot of Milesburg. 

Mary Pillot 
HOMECOMING Queen

Eagle Ambassadors 
THANKS EITC Donors

A & A Construction Company, Inc.

First National Bank

Fulton Bank                            

Northwest Savings Bank               

Restek Corporation                         

PORT MATILDA Elementary
Students are Write On!

Port Matilda students are busy writing their monthly Pen Pal let-
ters.  All students in Grades K-5 in the Bald Eagle Area School 

district participate in a joint program between BEA Elementary 
Schools and the Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) of 
Centre County.

Students and adults communicate through letter writing during 
the school year, writing about 7 letters.  The letter writing cul-

minates when they fi nally meet each other in May at a school func-
tion known as the “Meet & Greet Tea.”  Both students and adults 
look forward to this meeting with ex-
citement and anticipation of what their 
pen pal will be like in person. Through 
their correspondences during the year, 
the pen pals only know each other’s fi rst 
name and they cannot exchange current 
photographs.  Adults are encouraged to 
share information and photos of them-
selves when they were the same age as 
the student and to take interest in things 
students write to them about, like sci-
ence, math, sports, books and popular 
games.  Letters are sent to each school’s 
coordinator to be opened, proofread and organized by classroom. 
 

The Pen Pal program originated with one Third Grade Class of 
17 students at Port Matilda Elementary and is now in its 11th 

year.  The general idea upon the creation of the program was to 
improve students’ reading and writing abilities. The program has 
become so much more to everyone involved.  The program has not 
only become a way for students to learn the lost art of actual letter 
writing, but also a way for them to receive special attention from 
older adults and to learn from their life experiences. 
 

The program now encompasses over 750 students in grades  K-5.   
RSVP supplies over 380 adults to write to the students, with 

one major requirement: They must be available to attend the Meet 
and Greet at the schools in the spring. At the Meet and Greet, adult 
pals are supplied with a book chosen by each classroom teacher to 
give to their student pal as a gift.  The Pen Pal Program not only 
reaches students, teachers and the adults, but local businesses con-

tinue to support the 
program with dona-
tions for supplies, 
mailings and books.

Sena Andrews (above) and Madison Stimer 
(left) are writing a letter to a penpal  in  
Laurice Mitchell's Kindergarten Class.
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WHAT ARE THE KEYSTONE EXAMS?

Beginning with 
the 2012-13 
school year, 
the Pennsylva-
nia Department 
of Education is 
requiring that 
schools admin-

ister the new Keystone Exams to all Grade 11 
students for the purpose of satisfying No Child 
Left Behind/Adequate Yearly Progress require-
ments.  The new exams are replacing the PSSA 
tests for Grade 11 students.

What are the Keystone Exams?
The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to evalu-
ate profi ciency in academic content. Beginning with the class of 2014, 
students must demonstrate profi ciency on the Algebra 1, Literature, and 
Biology Keystone Exams to graduate. Students will be offered multiple 
opportunities to take the Keystones throughout their high school careers.

Who will participate in the Keystone Exams?
Beginning in 2012-2013 the Algebra I, Literature, and Biology Keystone 
Exams will replace the 11th grade Pennsylvania System of School As-
sessment (PSSA) tests in mathematics, reading, and science for purpos-
es of satisfying No Child Left Behind (NCLB)/Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) requirements. Therefore, all students in grade 11 must participate 
in the Algebra I, Literature, and Biology Keystone Exams.  Additionally,              
students in any grade who have taken or are currently   enrolled in a     
Keystone related course should participate.

When will the exams be offered?
The Keystone Exams will be administered three times each year—winter, 
spring, and summer. 

Who decided what Keystone Exams should measure?
Groups of educators from across Pennsylvania chose the areas of   
knowledge on which the Keystone Exams are based. The groups included 
teachers, supervisors, curriculum directors, and college specialists. These 
groups also reviewed, edited, and approved exam questions.

What is assessed on the Keystone Exams?
Pennsylvania adopted the Common Core Standards, standards aligned 
with expectations for success in college and the workplace. The Key-
stones are designed to measure these standards.

How long is a Keystone Exam administration?
There is no time limit for a student to complete a Keystone Exam. Each 
Keystone Exam should take the typical student 2 to 3 hours to complete. 
There are two modules on each test, and each module (or Test Session) of 
the Keystone Exam should take 1 to 1.5 hours to complete. Districts may 
select to administer the entire Keystone Exam at once or do each module 
on separate, consecutive days.

What are the available formats for administering the Keystone Exams?
The Keystone Exams are available in both online and paper/pencil formats. 
Districts will determine if online, paper/pencil, or both formats will be used 
locally. Makeup exams will also be administered in either online or paper/
pencil format.

What types of questions are on the Keystone Exams?
The Keystone Exams will include multiple-choice questions and construct-
ed-response, or open-ended, questions. For each Keystone Exam, approxi-
mately 60% to 75% of the total score will be from multiple-choice questions 
and 25% to 40% of the total score will be from constructed-response ques-
tions. The English Composition Keystone Exam will be an exception, with 
20% of the total score from multiple-choice questions and 80% of the total 
score from constructed-response questions.

May parents see the Keystone Exams?
Parents and guardians may review the Keystone Exams if they believe they 
may be in confl ict with their religious beliefs by making arrangements with 
the School Test Coordinator once the exams arrive at the school. Confi den-
tiality agreements must be signed, and no copies of the Keystone Exams or 
notes about exam questions will be permitted to leave the school.

If, after reviewing the Keystone Exams, parents or guardians do not want 
their child to participate in one or all of the exams due to a confl ict with their 
religious beliefs, they may write to the school district superintendent prior 
to the beginning of the exam(s) to request to excuse their child from the 
exam(s).
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WELCOME T O  O U R  N E W  S T A F F  M E M B E R S

Jessica Boyer
Science Instructor / Middle-High School 

Hello BEA community!  My name is 
Jessica Boyer and I am a new science 
teacher in the Middle-High School.  I am a 
1999 graduate of Lock Haven High School 
and then obtained my Biology degree from 
Lycoming College in 2003.   After 

graduating from college, I taught science in Lancaster for 9 years 
and obtained my masters in science education from PSU.  I am 
excited to be back in the area where I grew up.  Athletics are in 
my blood, and I have been playing soccer and softball from 
kindergarten through college, so I am excited to get out to see 
some talented BEA athletes in action!  In my spare time, I enjoy 
playing with my two Yorkshire Terrier dogs Kali and Utley, 
scrapbooking, sports, and relaxing by a fire making smores and 
mountain pies.  I am looking forward to meeting everyone and 
having a great year teaching science!!

Robert Brown
Speech Therapist / Bald Eagle Area 
School District 

Hello BEA. My name is Robert Brown and 
I am one of the speech therapists for the 
district. I graduated from Penn State with a 
degree in Speech Pathology and Audiology.  
I am also certified as a teacher in Social 

Studies.  I am a veteran and fought in the Vietnam War during the 
late 1960's.  I have been a resident of the Bald Eagle Area School 
District since 1978.  My wife, Linda, and daughters Whitney and 
Mayleen Brown graduated from Bald Eagle Area High School.  I 
enjoy working outdoors, kayaking, and reading.  I am glad to be 
with you.

Daniel Craig
Mathematics Instructor / Middle-High 
School

Hello, my name is Dan Craig.  I am very 
excited about joining the Bald Eagle Area 
School District.  I am a 2011 graduate of 
Lock Haven University.  Along with 
studying to become a Math teacher at LHU, 

I was also a member of the Wrestling team throughout my four 
years.  Prior to my start at BEA, I taught math at Muncy Area 
School District and Williamsport Area School District.  I am very 
honored to have this opportunity, and hope to be a part of BEA 
for a long time.

Marie Himes
Social Studies Instructor / 
Middle-High School

Hello BEA community! My name is Marie 
Himes, and I am thrilled to be teaching high 
school social studies in the Bald Eagle Area 
School District. I graduated from Penn State 
in 2012 with a master’s degree in education 

and teacher certifications in secondary social studies and English. 
Before I became a teacher, I spent a year in Germany as a 
Fulbright grantee and worked on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
D.C. The last few months have been very exciting for me. In 
addition to being hired at BEA, I also got married in July. My 
husband Scott and I enjoy all sorts of outdoor activities, including 
skiing, camping, hunting, and swimming.  I’m looking forward to 
meeting many of you and having a wonderful school year!

Terri Kenny
Building Administrator / 
Port Matilda Elementary

Hello BEA Community.  My name is Terri 
Kenny and I am the new building 
administrator at Port Matilda Elementary.  
It is so great to return to Eagle country. I 
graduated from BEA in 1979 and then from 

Penn State in 1983.   After some work in area elementary schools, 
I finished my Masters’ degree in Educational Administration.  I 
moved to New Hampshire in 1988 and worked as a teacher, 
assistant principal and for the last 13 years I was a K-8 principal.  
My interests include underwater photography, snorkeling, 
gardening and vintage cars.

Nathan Lilla
Math Instructor / Middle-High School

Hello BEA community.  My name is Nathan 
Lilla and I am the new math teacher in the 
high school. I graduated from Lock Haven 
University in 2010 and worked for 2 years at 
a charter school in Philadelphia.  I am excited 
to be back in the area and to be working in a 

rural setting. My interests include guitar, outdoor activities, and 
traveling. I have studied abroad in both Spain and Mexico and 
wish to have many more foreign experiences.   My passport has 
22 different stamps so far and I am hoping to fill each page!           
I look forward to my experiences here at BEA.
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Gary Lose
Custodian / Wingate Elementary

Hello BEA.  I am the third shift custodian 
at Wingate Elementary.  Previously I 
worked at Falk Realty in State College for 
13 years, where I did maintenance, 
plumbing, and janitorial work.  I live in 
Milesburg and in my spare time I like to 

ride motorcycles.  I am very happy to be working at BEA and 
plan to retire from here.

Robert Lose
Custodian / Middle-High School

Hello to everyone.  I am the third shift 
custodian at the Bald Eagle Middle-High 
School.   Although most people would not 
like working during the nighttime hours of 
10:30 p.m. - 7:00 a.m.,  I actually enjoy 
working this shift!  I do get to see the 

second shift personnel for a while and I enjoy working with those 
folks.  I live in nearby Confer's Development and am glad to be  
employed at BEA.

Jeffrey Miles
Superintendent / Bald Eagle Area 

To the BEA Family.  My name is Jeff Miles 
and I am honored to be the new 
superintendent.  I am a proud graduate of 
Bald Eagle Area, Class of '78.  In 1982, I 
graduated from Juniata College in 
Huntingdon.  I began my vocation as a 

middle school science teacher in the Huntingdon Area School 
District and most recently was Principal at the High School.  I 
met my wife at Juniata College and presently we live in 
Huntingdon with our two daughters, Linde and Kelsey.  Linde, 
our oldest, attends Johns Hopkins and our youngest, Kelsey, 
attends Juniata College.  I enjoy spending time with family and 
look forward to moving back home to BEA. 

Victoria Nelson
Alternative Education/In-School Program 
Instructor / Middle-High School

Hello everyone! I am happy to be a part of 
such a great school community. In 2002, I 
earned a Bachelors of Science in the areas 
of Elementary and Special Education. In 
2005, I added English 7-12 to my 

permanent PA teaching certificate.  In 2007, I obtained a Master's 
of Education degree. Over the course of the last 10 years, I have 
gained experience as a teacher, supervisor, and educational 
consultant in central PA as well as in the Philadelphia and 
Cleveland area schools.  I have had the pleasure of working with 
regular education students,  cyber students, as well as students 
with special needs in grades K-12 in the public and private sector.
I am looking forward to another great year working with the staff 
to promote life-long learning, and to provide students with 
opportunities to maximize their educational experience.

Brian Nicholas
Educational Technology / 
Middle-High School

Hello! My name is Brian Nicholas, and I 
am the new Industrial Technology teacher 
at the Middle/High School. I recently 
graduated from California University of 
PA, with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Technology Education. In my spare time, I enjoy playing and 
watching sports, hunting, and spending time with my family. You 
can also find me coaching junior high football here at BEA. I 
look forward to getting to know the students, staff, faculty, and 
families in the district. 

Carrie Packer
Para-Educator Life Skills / 
Middle-High School 

Greetings Bald Eagle!  I have been a 
resident of Centre County for the past 14 
years and I’m a graduate of Hollidaysburg 
Area High School.   While attending 
Lycoming College I met my husband.  We 

have 2 children, 4 dogs, and 1 cat.  We recently moved to Snow 
Shoe and totally love it there!  I enjoy being with my family and 
cheering for my kids through soccer, wrestling, and baseball.  I 
love music, reading, being outdoors, four-wheeling, and the fall 
and winter months.  I also love snow and plenty of it!  I thank 
everyone at BEA for such a warm and genuine welcome.  I really 
look forward to each day at school since I am blessed to have a 
job that is so fun and rewarding! 
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Keith Rogers
Custodian / Middle-High School 

Hello to everyone at Bald Eagle Area. My 
wife of 37 years, Kathleen (BEA '71) and I 
live in Nittany and have four grown children, 
Jason, Carrie and Christen, and Travis.  Prior 
to coming to BEA, I worked 37 years in 
State College for Jostens Printing and 

Publishing, operating machines and doing maintenance work. I 
look forward to serving the staff and students in the Bald Eagle 
Area School District in any way that I can.

Michael Williammee
Custodian /Middle-High School 

Hi, my name is Mike Williammee and I am 
currently working as a custodian in the 
Middle-High School kitchen.  I'm from 
Morris (near Wellsboro) but now live in 
Howard Township.  My hobbies are hunting 
and firefighting,  and I am a member of the 

Howard Fire Company. I'm happy to be a member of the staff of 
Bald Eagle Area. 

Karrie Zeigler
Para-Educator / Middle-High School 

Hello BEA Family! I am a 1994 graduate of 
BEA. I live in Snow Shoe with my husband 
Tony (BEA '93) along with our four children 
Shaydon (BEA '12), Dawson (8th), Railey 
(3rd), and Matalin (K). In my spare time I 
enjoy camping with our family and friends. I 

absolutely love working with the students/staff and feel very 
blessed to have the opportunity to work as part of the BEA team. 
I’m looking forward to another great year and a long future at 
BEA! 

PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
NOTIFICATION

The Bald Eagle Area School District uses an Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) approach for managing insects, 
rodents and weeds.  Our IPM approach focuses on mak-
ing the school buildings and grounds unfavorable habi-
tats for these pests by removing food and water sources 
and eliminating their hiding and breeding places.  We ac-
complish this through routine cleaning and maintenance.  
We regularly monitor the school buildings and grounds 
to detect any pests that are present.  The pest monitor-
ing team consists of our building maintenance, offi ce and 
teaching staffs, and includes our students.  Pest sightings 
are reported to our IPM coordinator who evaluates the 
“pest problem” and determines the appropriate pest man-
agement techniques to use to address the problem.  The 
techniques can include increased sanitation, modifying 
storage practices, sealing entry points, and physically re-
moving the pest.

From time to time, it may be necessary to use chemi-
cals to address a pest problem.  Chemicals will only be 
used when necessary and will not be routinely applied.  
When chemicals are used, school personnel will use the 
least toxic products possible.  Applications will be made 
only when unauthorized persons do not have access to 
the area(s) being treated.  Notices will be posted in these 
areas 72 hours prior to application and for two days fol-
lowing the application.

Parents or guardians of students enrolled in our schools 
may request prior notifi cation of specifi c pesticide appli-
cations made at the school where your child is enrolled.  
To receive notifi cation, you must be placed on the school’s 
notifi cation registry.  If you would like to be placed on 
this registry, please complete a registration form.  The 
form may be picked up at the school for which you want 
to be notifi ed, or from our website:  www.beasd.org.

If a chemical application must be made to control an 
emergency pest problem, notice will be provided by tele-
phone to any parent or guardian who has requested such 
notifi cation.  Exemptions to this notifi cation include dis-
infectants and antimicrobial products; self-containerized 
baits placed in areas not accessible to students, and gel 
type baits placed in cracks, crevices or voids.

Each year, the District will prepare a new notifi cation  
registry. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. 
Randy Greene, IPM Coordinator at (814) 355-4860.
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FA C I L I T I E S UP D AT E
 BEA continues to improve and maintain the facilities in our District.  The much-needed restroom facilities  
near the Environmental Center, baseball fi elds, and football fi eld are complete, and the Ag Lab and Storage Build-
ing at the Middle-High School is nearly complete.  The 
ground fl oor of that building will be used for storage for 
district maintenance and agriculture equipment, chemi-
cals, wax, and cleaning fl uids.  The second fl oor will be 
for copy paper storage and will also contain a lab work 
area for the Ag-Science Program.   

 In addition, the Maintenance Department has been 
working on other special projects during the fi rst semester 
of school.  Here are some of the highlights:

—New backstop installed at the Mountaintop Playground;
—Outdoor classroom/pavilion installed at Port Matilda 
 Elementary;
—New equipment storage shed installed at 
 Howard Elementary;
—Computer room (Mac Lab) installed at Mountaintop
  Elementary;
—Computer room (Mac Lab) installed at Wingate
  Elementary – assembly of new computer desks,  
 electrical work and new cabling for computers,  
 and  installation of 27 data ports;
—New well pump installed for irrigating the practice 
 football fi eld at the Middle-High School;
—Post and chain bollards were installed for parking 
 control at the Middle-High School and 
 Wingate Elementary;
—Soffi t replaced on the portico entrance at 
 Mountaintop Elementary;
—Softball Field rebuilt behind Wingate Elementary and
  new infi eld installed;
—Installation of Security Asset Manager (SAM)
  Key Boxes at Wingate Elementary and 
  the Middle/High School.

Pictured at Right - Top to Bottom: Restroom Facilities 
near Environmental Center, Baseball Fields, and Foot-
ball Field at Middle/High School; Installing bollards 
and chains near Alumni Field; Outdoor Classroom/
Pavilion at Port Matilda Elementary; and Ag-Storage 
Building at the Middle/High School. 
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Thank you to all of those individuals and businesses that 
helped Bald Eagle Area High School’s National Honor 
Society with their 2012 Holiday Families Project. BEA 
was able to help 10 local families and 28 children. We 
would not have been able to accomplish this without 
the support of an awesome community and BEA fam-
ily.    Pictured below – Shopping for the Holiday Fami-
lies Project, from left, Mackenzie Roan, Courtney Reese, 
David Gawryla, Abbey Crago, Kourtney Vermillion, and 
Katy Livezey. Kourtney Vermillion was the student who 
was the chairperson (or cheer-person as she liked to say) 
for this project. Katy Livezey was the chairperson for the 
Turkey Feathers Fundraiser that collected  $1,000 for 
this project! 

Above: Second and Third Grade Wingate Elementary students sang 
carols for the residents at the Eagle Valley Personal Care Home and 
gave each resident a homemade ornament.

HOLIDAY FAMILIES PROJECT

Bald Eagle Area 
Schools

at the

Heart
of our Community

Below: The community enjoys listening to the BEA 
Symphonic Band at the Holiday Concert.
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When Hurricane Sandy arrived in the Bald Eagle Area School District in October 2012,  the eye of the hurricane, luckily, 
passed over our area.  Not so in the New Jersey area, where communities suffered much damage.  In the spirit of the holi-

day season, Howard Elementary has adopted a New Jersey elementary school devastated by Hurricane Sandy.  

Hugh J. Boyd Elementary School in Seaside Heights was the focus of this years’ Howard Helping Hands Holiday Drive. 
Instead of buying gifts for student exchanges, Howard Elementary School students helped to restore this PreK - 6 elemen-

tary school that was damaged by fl ood waters during the storm. 
Teachers and students no longer have basic educational items 
like textbooks, teacher instructional materials, school supplies, 
recess equipment, and personal student items like backpacks 
and lunch boxes as all items were destroyed by fl ood waters. 

The Howard community, various churches, community orga-
nizations, and local businesses donated school items (like 

glue, pencils, tape, etc.), teacher instructional materials, library 
books, recess equipment, craft supplies, money, and gift cards. 
The outpouring of support was amazing.  Local residents and 
teacher representatives made the trip to Seaside Heights, NJ 
on Monday, December 17th to personally deliver the donated 
items, meet students and school staff at Hugh J. Boyd Elemen-
tary School, and tour the area devastated by Hurricane Sandy.
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HOWARD ELEMENTARY adopts New Jersey School

Under the guidance of Family & Consumer Science Teacher 
Sharon Bittel, Sixth-Grade students took part in a 

nationwide program to make quilts for wounded veterans and 
their families.

Before crafting the quilts, students first learned about family 
heirlooms and special handmade gifts, the historical 

importance of quilts, and the Freedom Trail during the Civil 
War.  They then used their geometry skills to make the quilt 
squares, and after sewing the squares together they learned the 
correct way to layer the backing, the batting, and the tops of the 
quilts.  The students also learned about starting a project and 
working collaboratively to 
see it finished.

The students presented 
their Quilts of Valor to 

families in the Bald Eagle 
Area School District who 
have lost family members 
while they were serving our 
country.

Quilts of Valor

Pictured at Left - Alyssa McCloskey sews a quilt square.  Above, 
from left: Katie Yearick, Cameron Flick, and Lane Casher use 
safety pins to secure the quilt top layer to the batting.

These Howard students, along with the entire school, are pleased and proud to help a school in need.  From left - standing: 
Christopher Yoder and Elyssa Greene;  Seated: Tayten Yoder, Hannah Kelley, Hannah Beck, and Noah Giedroc. 
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Comprehensive Plan submitted
Six-Year Plan will be effective July 1, 2013We are pleased to report that the Comprehensive Plan for the next six years was submitted, as required, to the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Education.  The District thanks  all of the students, professional staff members, board members, 
support staff members, administrators, and community members who contributed feedback, input, and support for the 
Comprehensive Plan.  The plan will take effect on July 1, 2013.  The framework for the Plan is listed below.  We look 
forward to your ongoing support and participation as we work toward our goal of student academic success.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Bald Eagle 
Area School District is to provide 
all students with academically-
challenging educational experi-
ences and opportunities to grow 
into responsible lifelong learners 
and productive contributors to 
our global society.

VISION
Graduate students who are sought after by 
schools and employers by enabling our students 
to acquire and transfer 21st Century knowledge 
skills to the real world.

Develop respectful students whose lives demon-
strate integrity.

Include interventions and innovative styles of
teaching to meet all student needs.

Involve and communicate with our community.

Be the  "School of Choice" for all stakeholders
within our community.

GOAL
Increase academic achievement of 
students at all ages and levels of 
ability throughout the District.

SHARED VALUES - We Believe That:
Students are our priority.

All people have worth and should be treated equally with dignity and respect.

A successful educational experience is the responsibility of the school, student,
family, and community.

Our school facilities should provide a safe, supportive, and welcoming environment.

Our school district is an integral part of the community and contributes to its success.

Comprehensive Plan
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NEWS AROUND BEA

LOWES Grant Received
Bald Eagle Area was selected to receive a 2012-
2013 Lowe's Toolbox for Education grant from the 
Lowe's Charitable and Educational Foundation.  
The $3,250 grant will be used to complete the 
Outdoor Classroom and Pavilion at Port Matilda 
Elementary.

MAC Grant Awarded
Rosemary Broome from McDonald's presented 
Chef Mark Ott with a $499 Make Activities Count 
(MAC) Grant at the January 2013 Board of Edu-
cation Meeting.  The money will be used to build 
a composting bin near the new Ag-Storage Build-
ing and for containers to collect and transport com-
postables to the bin.

Bench Donors
The latest donors to BEA's Bench Program are 
McClure Company and co-sponsors, RT Contract-
ing, Inc./Montgomery Bros. Plumbing & Heating.  
To sponsor a bench, please contact Rose Hoover 
at 353-1413 or rmhoover@beasd.org for details. 
Enjoying the bench under the portico at Mountaintop     
Elementary are Devin Miller (seated) and Robert Neff and 
Sutton Thompson (Standing L-R).

Mobile Ag Science Lab Sponsors
The Mobile Ag Ed Science Lab visited Mountaintop 
Elementary this year, providing engaging lessons to 
our elementary students.  Thanks to $3,190 worth of 
scholarships from the PA Friends of Ag Foundation, 
the PA Soybean Board, the Centre County Farm Bu-
reau, and the Northeast Ag Education Foundation, 
the entire cost of the lab's visit was covered.
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Grade 12
Emily Chambers
Dennis Fisher
Lawrence Flood
Billie-Jo Friedline
Dale Haagen
Olivia Hardy
Eric Henderson
Brittany Keith
Evan Kim
Kaitlyn Laird
Benjamin Leskovansky
Katy Livezey
Jared Maurer
Douglas Rogers
Richard Spicer
Jacob Taylor
Marissa Ward

Grade 11
Joshua Bechdel
Luke Besong
Ellie Chambers
Rosalind Cowan
Abbey Crago
Kayla Crestani
David Gawryla
Jeffrey Gleason
Robert Jones

Michelle Kachik
Cody Mandell
Zachary Moody
Emily Quick
Mackenzie Roan
Cheyenne Smolko
Samuel Van Cise
Levi Veneziano
Kourtney Vermillion
Jessica Wellar

Grade 10
Sarah Blaylock
Jessica Bressler
Rylee Butler
Madeline Cingle
Brandon Gettig
Haley Giedroc
Mitchell McCurdy
Katherine Prewitt
Nicholas Pytel
Meghan Shiels
Shanelle Spotts
Clarissa Woomer
Tylor Yarrison

Grade 9
Matthew Blaylock
Karina Bloom

Anthony Climent
Adrianna Cohen
Dallis Dillon
John Friedline
Natasha Jozefick
Baylee Kachik
Morgan Nyman
Sidney Shultz
Sarah Van Cise
Seth Woodring
Stone Woodring

Grade 8
Olivia Andrews
Karissa Bittinger
Jessica Cain
Regan Dyke
Lacey Geyer
Amber Guenot
Caleigh Guenot
Madison Hahn
Hannah Hemphill
Haylee Hemphill
Austin Huyett
Mitchell Jenkins
Phoebe McClincy
Shania Moore
Velanna Skripek
Carson Spence

Grade 7
Katelyn Bathurst
Austin Besong
Rachel Brown
Alexis Bucha
Morgan Chambers
Jared Gettig
Hayleigh Harpster
Mae Hugar
Adazia Mellott
Jacob Michael
Emma Murgas
Alice Statham
Kiersten Walker
Brooke Woodward
              

2012 HONORS BANQUET
Students in Grades 7-12 were recognized for being in the top ten 

percent of  his/her class last year.

 Myken Yearick Poorman was 
the guest speaker at the Honors Banquet.  
Myken, a 2002 graduate of the Bald Eagle 
High School, is an agricultural sciences 
teacher at Bellefonte Area High School, 
where she is also the advisor of several 
activities, including FFA.  She has earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Sci-
ences   with a minor in Environmental Soil 
Science, and a Master's in Agriculture Ex-
tension and Education focusing on Energy 
Effi ciency and Sustainability from  Penn 
State University.
 Mrs. Poorman is the daughter of 
Robert and Holly Yearick of Howard,  She 
and her husband are leaders of their church 
youth group and are members of a puppet 
ministry.  Mrs. Poorman lives in Lamar with  
her husband, Ryan, and her two-year old 
son, Cooper.Grade 10 Honorees
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Middle/High School ART GALLERY

 

 
 Six students won FFA jackets through the Freshman Jacket 
Scholarship Program, a contest sponsored by the PA FFA Alumni 
Association.  First-year FFA students needed to submit a complete 
application, which featured a 500-word essay on “What the FFA 
Jacket Means to Me.”  The students proudly received their jackets 
at the 84th Mid-Winter Convention held on January 7 at the PA 
Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg.  Pictured, from left: Adrianna 
Cohen, Kirsten Hockenberry, Shanelle Spotts, Bethany Kramer, 
Hannah Park, and Dalton Hall.

FBLA STATE QUALIFIERS 

Back Row (Left to Right) Rose Cowan, LJ Flood, Richard Spic-
er, Makenzie Proctor, Mitchell Taylor, Rylee Butler;  Front Row 
(Left to Right) Jake Taylor, Olivia Hardy, Evan Kim, Emily Cham-
bers, Matthew Blaylock, Mackenzie Basalla, Zach Moody, Dylan 
Bathurst.  Not pictured:  Megan O'Leary.   Inset Picture  - Final-
ists in the Computer Gaming and Simulation event will also attend 
states in April - Ben Leskovansky and Eric Henderson.

Left: Original designs were scanned into a computer and 3-4 versions of the design were created using Adobe Photoshop.         
Center:  Faces in a Crowd -  Students sketched a face pictured in a magazine.  Right:  Native American Theme / Northwest 
Indians Paper Molas - designs made using cut-out layers or metal relief.

FFA Students Win Jackets FBLA State Qualifiers
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11th Grade Awards
Emily Chambers – R
Clayton Cingle – M
Kelsey Farber – W
Dennis Fisher – MW
Lawrence Flood – MRSW
Sydney Foster – W
Billie-Jo Friedline – MR
Dale Haagen – MSW
Olivia Hardy – MRSW
Alexis Holderman – R
Brittany Keith – M
Evan Kim – MRSW
Kaitlyn Laird – MW
Benjamin Leskovansky – S
Katy Livezey – MW
Jared Maurer – MRSW
Mary Pillot – W
Doug Rogers – S 
Richard Spicer – MR
Dylan Surovec – R
Jacob Taylor – MRSW
Kaleigh Tobias – W

8th Grade Awards
Cobey Bainey – M
Caleb Bell – MS
Matthew Blaylock – MRW
Karina Bloom – RW
Alexander Boyer – S 
Hunter Clark – S 
Anthony Climent – MRS
Adrianna Cohen – R
Dallis Dillon – RW 
Renny Grieb – R 
Natasha Josefik -- RS 
Michael Kachik – M 
Morgan Nyman – MS
Andrew Onder – MR 
Emily Padisak – RW 
Morgan Peters – RS
Cole Robinson – SW 
Sidney Shultz – S 
Colton Urbanik – MS
Sarah Van Cise – MW 
Mary Veneziano – MRSW
Alyssa Ward – RW 
Logan Webb – SW 
Seth Woodring – MRW 
Stone Woodring – MR

7th Grade Awards
Olivia Andrews – R
Karissa Bittinger – MR
Morgan Dubbs – R
Moreta Dyke – M
Regan Dyke – R

S tuden t  PSSA  Recogn i t i on
Congratulations to the following students (listed alphabetically, by grade) for having the top scores in the Bald Eagle 
Area School District on the 2012 Math, Reading, Science, and Writing PA System of School Assessment (PSSA).

Savannah Elder – R
Joshua Emel – R
Katheryn Flick – M
Lacey Geyer – M
Caleigh Guenot – MR
Madison Hahn – MR
Hannah Hemphill – MR
Madelynn Holderman – R
Austin Huyett – MR
Luke Jozefick – MR
Colton Lucas – R
Phoebe McClincy – MR
Shania Moore – R
Madison Roan – M

6th Grade Awards
Gabriel Basalla – M
Katelyn Bathurst – R
Austin Besong – MR
Rachel Brown – R
Morgan Chambers – MR
Faith Corman – R
Hunter Etters – M
Jared Gettig – M
Hayleigh Harpster – R
Heather Huyett – M
Adazia Mellot – MR
Jacob Michael – M
Maryn Moore – R
Garrett Rigg – M
Reiley Robinson – M
Alice Statham – R
Chase Wert – M

5th Grade Awards
Hunter Brooks – M
Chelsea Butterworth – MR
Tessa Cingle – MRW
Cameron Cody – MR
Cheyanna Comly – W
Ramie Corl, Jr. – M
Bradley Crestani – M
Kaleigh Cunningham – R
Kael Garnder – M
Katherine Haagen – MR
Brooke Hall – R
Shane Lambert-Brooks – M
Lynsie Lanager – R
Luke McCullough – R
Natalie Nyman – R
Kathleen Nolten – R
Jakob Ream – MR
Julia Thompson – M
Makaylinn Wilson – R

M – Mathematics
R – Reading
S – Science
W – Writing 

(H) – Howard 
         Elementary
(M) – Mountaintop
         Elementary
(PM) – Port Matilda
            Elementary
(W) – Wingate
          Elementary

4th Grade Awards 
Austin Bomboy – M  (W)
Elita Brown – S   (W)
Asher Burkett – MRS   (W)
Caleb Cain – M   (W)
Kiefer Charnick – S   (M)
Allison Cowan – R   (PM)
Dakota Featherer – R   (H)
Jeffrey Fry – MRS   (M)
Macey Hahn – MR   (M)
Robert Hegedus – S   (W)
Haley Hoover – S   (M)
Nathan Hoover – M   (W)
Grace Hugar – M   (M)
Madison Jodon – R   (W)
Lindsey Julian – MRS   (W)
Gage McClenahan – M   (W)
Abigail Michael – MR   (M)
Paige Murgas – MRS   (M)
Alyssa Packer – M   (W)
Matthew Reese – MRS   (M)
Colton Rigg – S   (M)
Emily Shiels – MRS   (W)
Sierra Surovec – MRS   (M)
Kyle Undercofler – M   (H)
Peter Van Cise – S   (W)
Luke Wilson – MRS   (PM)

3rd Grade Awards
Zander Ballock – MR   (PM)
Luke Barnhart – R   (W)
Dillon Barnyak – R   (M)
Adrienne Basalla – R   (W)
Braden Cendana – MR   (W)
Georgia Cingle – M   (M)
Rylie Dubbs – M   (W)
Sera Dreese – R   (W)
Madison Eckley – MR   (M)
Zebulon Fry – MR   (M)
Elyssa Greene – M   (M)
McGwire Heverly –M   (W)
Drake Holderman – R   (W)
Sarah Holler – R   (M)
Lane Isenberg – M   (W)
Meghan Ishler – MR   (W)
Gabriel Millward – M   (W)
Jared Nevel – M   (M)
Margaret Noll – MR   (M)
Harley Parks – M   (M)
Cole Parsons – MR   (W)
Alexis Skripek – R   (M)
Mary Soster – R   (M)
Hannah Ternent – R (H)
Liza Yeaney – MR   (W)
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USDA Regulations Update
Your student’s school day became healthier this school year! The changes in school meals, the first in 15 years, are based 
on the latest nutritional guidelines from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).  School lunches now include: 

More fruits, vegetables, and whole grain-rich foods;
  Only fat-free or low-fat milk; 
  Right-size meals, with portions designed for a child’s age; 
  Less saturated fat and sodium, and zero trans fat.  

Here are some important facts about the new school meals - the new school lunch provides 1/3 of the average daily calorie 
needs for kids by age. Some highly active students, like athletes, may need more 
calories. The Secretary of the USDA suggests students and/or sports teams can also 
bring food from home. In practice, many students are being served the same amounts 
of protein as before under the new standards.

Your child can learn good habits for life by making healthy food choices and getting 
proper exercise now. This year is a transition year as schools implement these new 
standards and work together with parents to ensure that every child, in every community 
across America, has access to healthy and nutritious meals.  Encourage them to try new 
foods and eat the healthy food offered.  Reinforce healthy eating by offering similar 
new foods at home.

Chef Mark Ott notes, "The changes have been a shock to many students in the Middle 
and High School but the Elementary students don’t notice them.   Bald Eagle Area was 
already working towards compliance with where we knew the guidelines were headed.  

Those guidelines were not final until this past spring and went into 
effect in July.  The final rules caused us to make some changes, such as 
having to sell French fries at the MS/HS rather than including them as 
part of the meal on a daily basis.  That is perhaps the greatest shock." 

Chef Ott says that the requirement to have a fruit or vegetable on their 
tray is another rule that has irritated some students.  He sees a lot of food 

going into the trash at the end of each meal, mostly 
whole apples (purchased locally from Way Fruit 
Farm), and also many other items that students 
take, but don’t eat.  If students would eat all they 
are allowed to take as part of the school lunch, the 
average student should be fine until they get home 
for dinner.  Those that participate in after school 
activities would need supplemental foods to get 
them through the late afternoon. 

The MS/HS Deli line had to be cut to three days, with a salad bar in its 
place the other two days, to comply with the rules.  As students have been 
asking for a salad bar option for years, this has been a positive change.  
The lunches, if eaten, provide a balanced meal that is healthier than in the 
past.  With the addition of local foods such as the apples, local potatoes 
and cheeses, BEA is also keeping more of the funds paid for school 
lunches in our immediate area. Sarah Gates has chosen a salad, an apple, and 

grape juice for lunch.

Namon Watkins of Howard Elementary will eat a lunch 
that includes apple slices and watermelon chunks.
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On December 13, the Wingate Elementary school entered the excit-
ing and enchanting world of Sadecky’s Puppets.  Founded in 1981 

by brothers Jay and Michael Sadecky, the company was created from an 
early interest in the art of puppetry.  The puppeteer troupes now travel to 
14 different states, performing over 500 shows per year! 

Having raised children of their own, both Jay and Mike recognize the 
importance of the nurturing and character building of today’s chil-

dren. Written into each script are issues such as respect, manners, peer 
pressure and honesty, which ties in with the District's School-Wide Posi-
tive Behavior Program.   The goal for each show is to have the students 
not only be entertained, but also adopt some valuable lessons for life.

The show Wingate Elementary students saw was titled A December 
Dilemma.  The story centered around the themes of Honesty, Re-

sponsibility, and Trustworthiness.  The show was about everyone wanting the hottest toy, Sparky a robot monkey.  But, 
Jasmine McGregor can’t afford the pricey toy 
and there were none to be had anyway.  Then 
one day Jasmine fi nds one by the side of the 
road, and it follows her home.  Now Jasmine 
has a dilemma:   keep the toy and have a happy 
holiday, or do the right thing and try to fi nd its 
rightful owner…  

Wingate Elementary students so enjoyed 
the show and look forward to having 

Sadecky’s puppets return soon for another 
show.  Special thanks to the Wingate PTA for 
providing funding for this activity.  
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Puppets teach and entertain at
Wingate Elementary

Wingate Elementary students are totally engaged as 
they listen to the valuable lessons taught by 

Sadecky's Puppets.


