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T A B L E  O F 
C O N T E N T S

 

 January marks the beginning of the calendar 
year.  For the school year, however, the month of 
January also marks a great time to stop and 
evaluate some of the changes that have taken 
place recently throughout the school district.

 The safety and security measures made last summer have proven to 
be very beneficial.  Our automated School Gate Guardian System, which 
was placed in all the elementary schools as well as the Middle School/High 
School, provides us with immediate information for any guests entering 
our front doors.  In addition, we have placed warning lights at our Wingate 
complex, alerting drivers of bus traffic.  At Howard and Mountaintop 
Elementary Schools, additional "School" and “No Through Traffic” 
warning signs have made our elementary schools safer for our most 
important resource – our students.  Recently, we received a grant allowing 
us to purchase more security cameras to view the Wingate Elementary/
Middle/High School complex grounds, which will enhance the safety of 
those schools.

 Educationally, we are witnessing the success of our elementary 
students because of our new reading program, Reading Wonders.   This 
program, approved by our elementary teachers, was identified by our 
faculty because of its rigor and continuity throughout the grade levels.  
Technologically, we have increased both our computer numbers as well as 
computer capacity use.  Recently, we have upgraded our Internet 
bandwidth and have added 360 Chromebooks to our elementary and 
secondary classrooms.

 In regard to personnel, the Middle/High School is enjoying the 
leadership of Mr. John “Jack” Tobias as Principal and Mrs. Danielle 
Heverly as the Assistant Principal.  New faculty and student initiatives 
have produced high morale throughout the Middle and High School.

 With all the new changes, there are some constants that will never 
change.  Your children, our students, are still our number one priority.  We 
are committed to educating each and every one of our students and you 
will not find a more dedicated group of teachers who are willing to work 
with the children who enter our doors.  

 Finally, throughout the Bald Eagle Area 
family, from top to bottom, we believe “It is 
Cool to Care.”  Each and every employee of 
the Bald Eagle Area School District works 
diligently toward the educational, emotional, 
and social success of your children.

Superintendent’s Message

Jeff Miles
jeffrey.miles@beasd.net
(814) 355-4860
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On the Cover…
Howard Elementary Celebrates 
Veterans Day!
 
Pictured on the front cover - Wearing red, white, and blue 
clothing, the Howard Elementary Harmonics sing the Star 
Spangled Banner at the Veterans Day Celebration.   The 
Student Director is Alice Crane, and other members of the 
group are (from left) Naudiya Ergott, Kyleigh Maye, Laura 
Ternent, Claudia Irvin, Peightin Brownson, Jossilyn Pearce, 
and Hailey Houser.  

The Howard Harmonics are one of 
the three Recess Clubs formed at 
Howard Elementary that meet each 
week during recess time. The 
Howard students have the option to 
join these clubs, if they choose. 
You can read about the other 
Howard Elementary Recess Clubs 
on Page 13.  You can read about the 
Veterans Day Celebrations held 
throughout the Bald Eagle Area 
School District on Pages 10-11.  

Pictured Above:  Howard Elementary student, Alex Surovec, shows his 
patriotic spirit at the Veterans Day Celebration.
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Assistant Facilities Manager, Brian 
Phillips, installs a safety sign at Howard 
Elementary School.
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BEA FBLA Grows!
Future Business Leaders 

of America (FBLA) is 
a nationally recognized 
student organization for 
grades 9 – 12.  FBLA has 
two major components:  
Competition and Service.  
Students from Bald Eagle 
Area, and roughly 280 
other school districts from 
around the State of 
Pennsylvania, are given 
the option to compete in 
over 60 different 
competitive events.  Events 
range from activities such 
as multiple choice tests on 
topics like Accounting I 
and Business Law, creating 
business plans, and preparing speeches to be presented in 
front of a panel of judges or an audience of peers.  

For most competitive events, students first compete at the 
regional level.  If students do well enough at the regional 

level, they move on to the State Leadership Conference 
(SLC), which is held at Hershey, Pennsylvania in April.  In 
the 2013-2014 school year, 21 of the 41 members from BEA 
FBLA earned the right to compete at the SLC.  For the 2014-
2015 school year, 23 BEA FBLA members have earned the 
right to compete at the SLC with the possibility of up to 6 
more students being eligible after results are released in 
January.  At the SLC, students compete in their chosen event, 
but now are competing against schools from across the State.  
Students also attend educational workshops and network with 
students from other schools.  

The very best competitors at the SLC move on to the 
National Leadership Conference (NLC).  Meghan Shiels, 

who competed in Impromptu Speaking, was a worthy enough 
competitor to move on to the NLC in Nashville, TN in June  
2014.  Meghan competed against students from across the 
nation, attended business meetings and workshops, and took 
in the sights and sounds of the “Music City.”

The other major component of FBLA is Service.  In years 
past, FBLA members have organized sock drives, toiletry 

drives, and canned food drives.  FBLA members have also 
participated in creating “financially-themed” activities for  
second and third graders at Wingate Elementary. These 
projects have been beneficial to FBLA members and to the 
community.

Another way that FBLA contributes to the community is 
by raising money for a state project.  This year’s state 

project is the Twilight Wish Foundation that grants wishes for 
senior citizens in Pennsylvania. 

FBLA students pose for a photo during a recent meeting.

FBLA UPDATE:
Congratulations to the following FBLA students who have 
qualified to compete at the State Leadership Conference in 
April:  Mariah Ballock, Tia Barndt, Mackenzie Basalla, 
Dylan Bathurst,  Matthew Blaylock, Karina Bloom, Julia 
Breining, Jessica Cain, Morgan Dubbs, Regan Dyke, 
Madison Hahn, Charlotte Harris, Dylan Harvey, Natasha 
Josefik, Colton Lucas, Madison Maney, Toni Masullo, 
Phoebe McClincy, Meghan Shiels, Carson Spence, Mitchell 
Taylor, Sarah Van Cise, Nicole Walzer, and Alyssa Ward.
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WINGATE ELEMENTARY - 
LEARNING & SHARING WITH THE COMMUNITY

HOMECOMING 
QUEEN

Superintendent Jeff Miles paid a visit to each of the 
Borough and Township meetings this past Fall to thank 

them for clearing the roads and helping to keep BEA students 
safe.  He presented each group with a Certificate of 
Appreciation and a plate of fruit and cookies to be shared with 
the Borough/Township employees. 

The District operates in the Boroughs of Howard, 
Milesburg, Port Matilda, Snow Shoe and Unionville; and 

the Townships of Boggs, Burnside, Howard, Huston, Snow 
Shoe, Union, and Worth.

BEA Thanks Borough &
Township Road Crews

Kailee Salvanish, escorted by Shane Kunes, was crowned 
BEA’s 2014 Homecoming Queen on a rainy Friday 

evening in October, prior to the BEA vs. Tyrone Football 
Game at Alumni Field.  First runner-up was Tylor Yarrison 
and second runner-up was Rexine Schrum.  

Members of the Citizen's Hook and Ladder Fire Company 
of Milesburg visited Wingate Elementary to talk to the 

students about fire safety during Fire Safety Week.

l i h d b Sh K

"Thank you for helping to keep our Bald Eagle Area 
students and staff safe by working at all hours of 
the day and night throughout the year, and espe-
cially during the winter months, to maintain your 
roads and turnarounds to  allow for safe travel to 
and from school."

Santa’s helper (aka Mike McCartney of Milesburg) paid a 
pre-Christmas visit on December 23rd to Wingate 

Elementary classrooms, before the students left for their long 
Holiday Break.  Santa delivered presents, furnished by the 
Wingate Elementary PTA, to each of the students.   Thank 
you, Santa, for taking time out of your busy schedule to 
spread joy to the Wingate Elementary classrooms.
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Improvements at Doc Etters Baseball Field

 Doc Etters Memorial Field was a busy place this past Fall, as work was completed at the BEA varsity baseball field to 
correct several problems.  The grade of the infield retained water, rather than shedding water, so the infield was reshaped and 
crowned and an under field drain system installed.  The pitcher's mound and the home plate area were also rebuilt and new sod 
installed.   New wire and horizontal supports were added to the backstop. When you visit the baseball field to cheer on the 
Eagles, look for these many improvements.  Also notice the newly erected and landscaped memorial sign for Doc Etters, 
longtime BEA baseball coach (pictured center).  

ATHLETIC NEWS

 For the fi rst time in BEA history, the Girls           
Volleyball Team won the District 6 Championship Ti-
tle by defeating Penn Cambria in fi ve sets.  The team 
is coached by Larry Campbell.  Congratulations, Lady 
Eagles!

Volleyball - District 6 Champs

Boys Soccer - Mountain League Champs
 Congratulations to the BEA Boys Soccer Team, who 
won the 2014 Mountain League Championship for the fi rst 

time in BEA history.  Coach Jason Bair 
was named Mountain League Boys 
Soccer Coach of the Year.  Team mem-
bers who received special honors were 
Brandon Gettig - All State Player (pic-
tured left); Gage Smocer-Hilderbrand 
and Nate Styles - 1st team All Stars for 
Mt. League; and Mitch Taylor and Alex 
Boyer - 2nd Team for Mt. League.
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BEA WELCOMES
 O U R  N E W  S T A F F  M E M B E R S

Kirsten Betts
Music Instructor / 
Howard, Mountaintop, Port Matilda 

Hi BEA! I'm the new elementary music 
teacher and co-advisor for the Drama Club.  
I'm so excited to be teaching here!  I grew 
up in Berks County and graduated from 
Kutztown University in May 2012 with a 
B.S. in Music Education.  My primary 

instrument is the flute, but I also enjoy singing and playing the 
piano. Aside from teaching and playing music, I enjoy baking, 
running, and traveling. I'm looking forward to a great year at 
BEA!

Terry Biggans
Utility Custodian / Bald Eagle Area 

Hi, my name is Terry Biggans.  I currently 
live in Milesburg and am a volunteer 
firefighter with the Milesburg Fire 
Company.  I enjoy working for the Bald 
Eagle Area School District and hope to be 
here for many years. 

Kelly Chismar
Part-Time Guidance / Port Matilda

 Hello Bald Eagle! My name is Kelly 
Chismar and I am thrilled to say I am the 
new School Counselor at Port Matilda 
Elementary.  After graduating from Penn 
State and through working in the field of 
education and human services, I discovered 

a deeper passion for counseling and children.  Now, with a 
Masters in Counselor Education, I am excited to embark upon 
this journey working at BEA with you all! In addition to 
counseling and education, I love spending time with my friends 
and family, playing, volunteering, traveling, going to Haiti, 
climbing, kayaking, and curling up with a good book and cup of 
coffee.  Thank you for welcoming me on board! I’m looking 
forward to meeting more of you! 

Michael Dalton
Mathematics Instructor / 
Middle-High School

Hello everyone.  My name is Michael 
Dalton.  I am originally from Lake 
Hopatcong, New Jersey. I went to 
Bloomsburg University where I earned a 
Bachelor’s degree in Secondary Ed/
Mathematics. I taught on the Eastern Shore 

of Maryland for the past five years before coming to Bald Eagle 
to teach Statistics. One of my favorite things to do is run. I love 
going to Penn State football games with family and friends. I 
currently live in Bellefonte with my wife, Ashley, and our cat, 
Callie. We would like to get a dog soon, as well.  I've very much 
enjoyed my short time here so far and look forward to continuing 
a great year.  See you around! 

. 
Luke Gardner
Mathematics Instructor / 
Middle-High School

Hello Bald Eagle Area.  I am Luke Gardner.  
I am a 2010 graduate of BEA and I am very 
excited to be back as a teacher.  I graduated 
from Lock Haven University with a degree 
in Secondary Education Mathematics.  I 

grew up in the small town of Howard and currently live there, as 
well.  I have a passion for mathematics and teaching, so that 
makes me very enthusiastic about what I do in the classroom.  In 
my spare time, I play baseball, hunt, and spend a ton of time 
outdoors.  I am looking forward to an awesome, math-filled year 
here at BEA! 

Monica Graham
Guidance / Wingate Elementary

Hello BEA! My name is Monica Graham, 
and I am the new School Counselor at 
Wingate Elementary! I graduated from Lock 
Haven University in 2009 with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology.  In 2012, I earned my 
Master’s Degree in School Counseling at 

Capella University. I also received both Elementary and 
Secondary Educational Specialist I certifications from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education in 2013.  Last year, I 
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worked at CPI as the Guidance Counselor/Public Information 
Officer. I enjoy working in my flower and vegetable gardens, 
canning, hunting with my husband, and spending time with my 
one-year-old Brittany, Sage.  I am so excited to be a part of the 
BEA team and look forward to a fabulous school year! 

Amelia Kelm
School Psychologist /
Bald Eagle Area

Hello!  My name is Amelia (Leah) Kelm, 
and I am thrilled to be a part of the BEASD 
community!  I am originally from Illinois 
and attended the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign where I earned my 

Bachelor’s degree in Psychology in 2008.  I received my Master’s 
degree in School Psychology from Penn State University in 2011, 
and I’m currently working towards completion of my doctoral 
degree in School Psychology also at Penn State University.  In 
my free time, I enjoy spending time with my friends and family, 
going for walks, working out, and baking.  I am looking forward 
to continuing to meet all of you and the wonderful families and 
students here at BEASD!  

Maria Kuba
Biology/Chemistry Instructor /
Middle-High School

Hello Bald Eagle!  My name is Maria Kuba 
and I am a new science teacher at the 
Middle/High School.  I teach Chemistry, 
Biology, and the 8th grade elective, STEP-
UP.  I grew up in Mifflinburg, PA and 

graduated from Millersville University with a degree in Biology 
Education and Chemistry certification.  In my spare time, I enjoy 
kayaking, hiking, running, and traveling.  I look forward to 
getting to know the BEA School District! 

Jessica Lichty
Special Education Instructor /
Wingate Elementary

Hello everyone.  My name is Jessica Lichty, 
and I am very excited to be a part of the 
BEA team.  I graduated from Penn State 
with an undergrad in Animal Sciences.  I've 
worked at the Baltimore Zoo and the 

Pittsburgh Zoo before pursuing my degree in education. 

I returned to school at Drexel University to gain my Post 
Baccalaureate Teaching Certificate in Elementary Education and 
a Masters in Special Education.  I enjoy fishing and any outdoor 
activity when I am not teaching.  I also enjoy spending time with 
my pets, especially my long-haired Dachshund, Enzo.  I am very 
excited to be a part of the Bald Eagle School District and I have 
really enjoyed my first months in the classroom. 

Lauren Martin
Speech/Language Pathologist
Bald Eagle Area

Greetings!! I am Lauren Martin, the new 
Speech-Language Pathologist here at 
BEASD.  What a great school district to be 
a part of!  Everyone here is so welcoming 

and kind, and the students are some of the most polite I’ve ever 
come across.  Although I feel right at home here, Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania was where I called home for many years.  After 
graduating high school, I attended Clarion University where I 
obtained my Bachelor’s Degree in Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology, as well as my Master’s in Speech-Language 
Pathology.  After college, my husband and I did a small bout of 
traveling speech therapy for two years; we lived in both the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland and Northeastern Tennessee before 
deciding to settle down in central PA.  My favorite thing to do is 
cook, but I also enjoy any outdoors activity from hiking, to 
Frisbee football, to gardening! It’s such a blessing to be here with 
you all and thanks so much for having me.  Let’s continue a great 
year full of outstanding speech and language!

Elizabeth Middleton
Career Counselor /
Middle-High School

Hello! My name is Liz Middleton, and I 
am the new College Adviser at the Middle-
High School.  I grew up by the shore in 
New Jersey and recently graduated from 
Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, 

PA.  I am so excited to start my career at Bald Eagle and love this 
area already.  In my free time, I like to hike, play sports, read, and 
am attempting to learn to cook.  I’m thrilled to be a member of 
the BEA team, and I look forward to working with the teachers, 
students, and parents of Bald Eagle to help our students achieve 
their post-secondary goals.  Please feel free to reach out to me 
with any questions, concerns, or ideas about how I can better 
work with you and your students. I’d love to hear from all of you!   

(More New Staff Members on Next Page)
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Roxanne Miller
Language Arts Instructor /
Middle-High School 

My name is Roxanne Miller, and I am 
thrilled to be a new English teacher at BEA! 
I grew up in Lock Haven and graduated 
from Lock Haven University in 2009 with a 
dual concentration of Secondary Education-

English and English-Writing.  I was fortunate to have spent time 
at BEA in spring of 2009, completing my student teaching 
experience at the high school. After college, I taught at Moshannon 
Valley High School for 5 years and had a unique opportunity to 
teach all grades, from 7-12, and get involved in many, varied 
extra-curricular activities. I currently live in Julian with my 
husband, two-year-old son, and three dogs. In my free time, I 
enjoy running with our Border Collies, cooking, eating, and 
spending time with my family.  I’m so excited to be part of the 
Bald Eagle School District, and I’m looking forward to a great 
year, filled with many new experiences.

Clairen Percival
Special Education Instructor /
Middle-High School 

Hello BEA Community! If you don’t 
already know me, my name is Claire 
Percival. This is currently my second year 
teaching in the district and I couldn’t be 
happier! I am currently the High School 

Life Skills teacher. In 2005, I made the journey from my native 
Canada, to attend PSU and run Track and Cross Country.  I 
completed my Bachelor’s degree in Special Education from Penn 
State in 2009 and my Master’s in 2012 (also in Special 
Education). I currently live in Lemont with my husband, Connor, 
and our two dogs, Neleh and Juliet. In my spare time, I enjoy 
hiking, traveling, and reading. The school year is off to a great 
start and I can’t wait to see what the future holds.

Sara Rachau
Family & Consumer Science Instructor /
Middle-High School

Hello BEA! My name is Sara Rachau.  I am 
the new Middle/High School Family and 
Consumer Science teacher. I was born and 
raised in Flemington and I graduated from 
Lock Haven University in 2014 with a 

degree in Health and Physical Education. Soon after graduating, 
I became certified to teach Family and Consumer Science. In my 
spare time, I enjoying playing sports, specifically volleyball, and 
I love being in the outdoors.  I am truly grateful to start my 
teaching career at Bald Eagle Area!

Sarah Rogus
Special Education Instructor /
Middle-High School

Hello BEA! My name is Sarah Rogus and I 
am the new Learning Support teacher for 
grades K-2 at Wingate Elementary. Bald 
Eagle is my Alma Mater and I graduated in 
2009.  After high school, I went to Lock 

Haven University. I have recently graduated with a dual degree 
in Early Childhood and Special Education. I enjoy jogging, 
reading, and spending time with my family. I am so excited to 
start my first year here at BEA! 

Zach Rote
Health/Physical Education Instructor/
Middle-High School

Hello Bald Eagle! My name is Zach Rote,  
and I am the new Middle/High School 
Health and Physical Education instructor. I 
will also be teaching in-car and in-class 
Driver’s Education. I was born in the Lock 

Haven area where I graduated from Lock Haven University with 
my degree in Health and Physical Education K-12. I also have 
certifications in Driver’s Education and Middle School 
Mathematics. While studying at LHU, I was a member of the 
LHU baseball team. When I’m not teaching, I enjoy playing, 
watching, and coaching sports. I also enjoy doing anything 
outside,such as fishing, hunting and camping. I plan on helping 
with the BEA baseball team in the spring and I look forward to a 
great year of teaching in the Bald Eagle Area School District.

Charlene Schall
Part-Time Nurse Assistant / 
Mountaintop Elementary

Hello BEA families! I am so excited to be the 
Mt. Top Elementary school nurse/assistant. I 
am a graduate of BEA and also CPI, as a 
Licensed Practical Nurse.  My husband, Ron, 
both of my sons, Ronnie and John, as well as 

my daughter-in-law, Megan, are all BEA graduates.  I enjoy 
spending time with my family and our two dogs. I am looking 
forward to many exciting and awesome times at BEA!  I am so 
very happy to be a part of the BEA Staff!  

BEA's new Assistant Middle/High School 
Principal is Danielle Heverly, who has been 
a Language Arts teacher at the Middle/High 
School since 1999.  She graduated from 
LHU with a Bachelor's degree in Secondary 
Education - English, obtained her Master's 
degree from PSU in Language and Literacy 
Education, and obtained her Principal's 
Certification from  IUP.
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Grade 12
Sarah Blaylock
Rylee Butler
Madeline Cingle
Brandon Gettig
Haley Giedroc
Zachary Ishler
Jessie Jenkins
Mitchell McCurdy
Nicholas Pytel
Meghan Shiels
Shanelle Spotts
Mitchell Taylor
Clarissa Woomer
Tylor Yarrison

Grade 11
Cobey Bainey
Mariah Ballock
Matthew Blaylock
Anthony Climent
Adrianna Cohen
Dallis Dillon
Natasha Jozefick

Morgan Nyman
Sidney Shultz
Sarah Van Cise
Mary Veneziano
Alyssa Ward
Seth Woodring
Stone Woodring

Grade 10
Olivia Andrews
Karissa Bittinger
Julia Cingle
Morgan Dubbs
Moreta Dyke
Regan Dyke
Maya Eppley
Lacey Geyer
Caleigh Guenot
Madison Hahn
Hannah Hemphill
Austin Huyett
Antonia Masullo
Phoebe McClincy
Carson Spence

Grade 9
Austin Besong
Kaitlin Carter
Morgan Chambers
Sarah Gates
Ireland Hackman
Mae Hugar
Sierrah McFarland
Adazia Mellott
Emma Murgas
Haley Reese
Reiley Robinson
Alice Statham
Nathaniel VanOuse
Brooke Woodward
Tobi Yarrison

Grade 8
Chelsea Butterworth
Tessa Cingle
Michael Geyer
Katherine Haagen
Brooke Hall
Nicholas Ishler

Shane Lambert
Courtney Metz
Jakob Ream
Grace Reese
Caleb Spackman
Vanessa Stasko
Julia Thompson
Lauren Wellar
   
Grade 7
Asher Burkett
Caleb Cain
Maralee Caldana
Lauren Fisher
Jeffrey Fry
Amber Graham
Grace Hugar
Paige Murgas
Matthew Reese
Lindsey Reynolds
Emily Shiels
Sierra Surovec
Luke Wilson

2014 HONORS BANQUET
 Students in Grades 7-12 were recognized for being in 
the top ten percent of his/her class last year.   Board and staff 
members served a lovely turkey dinner to honorees and their 
parents.   
 The keynote speaker was Tim Nilson, who is a 1980 
Bald Eagle Area Graduate and a 1984 graduate of Penn State 
University.  He has served as a trainer for the 7 Mountains EMS 
Council for 18 years.  In addition, he is the current Executive 
Director for the 7 Mountains EMS Council, a position that he 
has held for the last 9 years.  Mr. Nilson has served his com-
munity, and beyond, assisting others in need.  In addition, he 
has served as a Bald Eagle Area School Board member for the 
last 19 years.   Mr. Nilson is pictured at the right of the Grade 9 
Honorees, along with Superintendent Jeff Miles.  

  2015-16 Kindergarten Registration
Wingate Elementary School  Monday, March 23, 2015   5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Mountaintop Area Elementary  Tuesday, March 24, 2015   6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Howard Elementary    Wednesday, March 25, 2015  6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Port Matilda Elementary   Thursday, March 26, 2015   6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Registration packets are available in all BEA Elementary Schools.  You can also contact the District 
Elementary Offi ce at 355-3737 to obtain a packet.
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Bald Eagle Area School District 
Says "Thank You" to Veterans
On Tuesday, November 11, 2014, the Bald Eagle Area School District held Veterans Day Programs to 

honor local veterans from the area.   Individual programs were held at Howard Elementary, Mountaintop 

Elementary, Port Matilda Elementary, and at the Middle/High School, where the celebration was combined 

with Wingate Elementary.  Each school planned a special program of speeches, music, patriotic artwork, 

student essays, and various other tributes to honor our local men and women who have served our    

Country.  The veterans were treated to a free luncheon at the conclusion of the ceremonies. 

Port Matilda Elementary

Howard Elementary

Above:  Port Matilda Elementary welcomes the area veterans.  Right:  Jim 
Lynch, Vietnam Veteran, and his wife Jane proudly celebrate Veterans Day 2014 
at Port Matilda Elementary with their grandchildren, Carter and Ava Stere.

Right: Elementary Principal Skip 
Pighetti welcomes veterans to the 
Howard Elementary celebration.    
Students created patriotic posters 
for this special occasion.
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Above:  A sea of red-white-and-blue welcomed the veterans.  Above Left 
Top:  BEA 1982 graduate Colonel Todd Warner was the keynote speaker for 
the combined Wingate Elementary/Middle School/High School celebration.  
Left:  BEA high school student Savannah Elder gave the opening address.

Above Left:  Mountaintop Veteran Mike Drapcho addresses the students, explaining the different types of military 
uniforms.  Above Right:  Veterans at the Mountaintop  Area Elementary Veterans Day Celebration listen to students 
read essays about "What Freedom Means to Me."

Mountaintop Elementary

BEA Middle-High School / 
Wingate Elementary

A
T
th
L
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 There were smiles galore as Mountaintop Elementary celebrated their 
awesome 2014 Fall Festival planned by staff members, Jason Bair, Cortney 
Schall, and Nicole Spear.  All students enjoyed decorating pumpkins, going 
on a hayride (pictured right), making slime, and creating picture frame crafts, 
among other fall-themed activities.  The food service staff, Erin Cramer, Lyn 
Timblin, and Trilby Mayes, went all out by providing snacks such as Monster 
Mash Mud-Balls and Ghoulish Graveyard Leaves.   
 Linked to the School-Wide Positive Behavior initiative, students who 
earned Soaring Eagle good-behavior tickets were able to participate in spe-

cial activities such as Pin-the-Nose-on-
the-Scarecrow and, everyone’s favorite, 
Needle in the Haystack, where students 
were blindfolded and then searched through hay to fi nd a small prize.  
  The community pitched in wholeheartedly to help with this festive 
event, as there were 18 parent volunteers to help with the different stations.  
The school also received monetary dona-
tions from the Lions Club and bottled wa-
ter from Hall’s Market.  Parent Mary Ann 

Bulles donated beautiful fall-colored cupcakes, and the wagon for the hayride 
was donated by Mike Veneziano.  Doug Smitchko donated both time and ma-
chinery, by being the driver for his tractor that pulled the wagon loads of happy 
students and staff.

Standing proudly in front of the newly repaired vehicle are CPI students (from left) Sylvia Stover (BEA), CPI Automotive Collision   
Repair Instructor Brian Hummel, Nick Castellano (PV), Patrick Welshans (Adult Student), and Logan Splain (BEA).  Also helping with 
the project, but not available for the photograph, were BEA students Trent Thompson, Trevor Pelton, and Landen Bressler.  

 Add up many years of spreading salt on school parking 
lots, and the result is a pickup truck that is in dire need of body 
repair. That was the task the CPI Automotive Collision Repair 
students took on over a year ago, when the truck was repainted 
and detail work added.  BEA paid for all materials used.  
 “Ohhh, it was a lot of work,” students Nick Castellano 
and Logan Splain agreed – with an emphasis on the word “lot.”   
Castellano said, “The truck was rusted and had holes in the body.  
We had to sand the whole bed, cut out the bad parts, use body 
fi ller, prime, and spray with base paint.  We took the wheels off 
and painted them, too.”    
 When the newly repainted pickup was delivered to the 
BEA Maintenance Department, the BEA crew was impressed 
and amazed with the fi nal result.  BEA Maintenance Worker 
Chris Park said, “I can’t believe it’s the same truck!”  

BEA Maintenance Truck 
Gets Facelift ,  Courtesy 

of CPI Students

Mountaintop Fall Festival
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Howard’s New Walking Club Heads for Hollywood
 Thirteen students in Grades 3, 4 and 5 have joined the 
Walking Club, one of the three clubs offered at Howard 
Elementary School. Students meet on days 3 and 6 during recess 
to walk on the paved path behind the school. Members of the 
Walking Club selected, as their goal, to “walk” to the Hollywood 
sign in Los Angeles, CA. During September and October, 
students traveled approximately 75 miles of the 2,567 total miles 
needed to reach the Hollywood sign. 
  To keep the walking routine interesting, students picked 
themes. Most recently, the club had a “Walk Your Dog Day,” in 
which students brought stuffed animals to school to “walk” 
during Club time (pictured above) The Walking Club was the 
idea of Skip Pighetti, Howard Elementary Principal.   

Howard Elementary Recess Clubs
Art Club at Howard Elementary 
 Students in third, fourth and fifth grade are anxious for Art 
Club Day even though it is time for recess. Students who 
enrolled in Art Club with Mrs. Riggio are exploring topics and 
improving art skills beyond the regular class time.
 During the first marking period, students explored animals 
in art, learning how to make the images look realistic and how 
to do a “mass drawing” of a deer.  The finished composition was 
completed with a background and foreground.  They not only 
sketched the deer, but also the habitat in which one would see a 
deer.  Although students were encouraged to complete the 
composition with colored pencil, many young artists enjoyed the 
simple application of pencil and shading.  The artwork created 
during Art Club is on display in the Howard Elementary 
hallways.
 A new group of budding artists will be accepted into Art 
Club each marking period.

News from Project S.O.A.R.
 Project S.O.A.R (Student Occupational Aware-
ness and Readiness) is run by BEA Transition Coordi-
nator, Erica Milliron.  Students are given the opportu-
nity to volunteer at different places in the community to 
learn prevocational skills.  So far this year, the Project 
S.O.A.R team has been working to gather and reorga-
nize all of the special education curriculums in the In-
dependent Living Facility.  In January, the group will be 
spending more time volunteering in the community. 

Project S.O.A.R. team members, Curtis Clouser, Matt Sligar, and 
Kenny Bainey, proudly wear their new monogrammed shirts that were                
purchased this school year.
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Bald Eagle Area participated in Apple Crunch Day on October 24, with District menus for that date simply stating, “Apples 
for All.”  Celebrated during National Apple Month, Apple Crunch Day promotes healthy snacking.  The event encourages 

youth and families to eat apples and apple products (applesauce, juice, and cider) as a healthy snack.  Schools celebrated the 
special day in their own way.  At the Middle/High School, an apple was placed in each staff mailbox in the main offi ce (pictured 
above), a tradition for the past several years.  At the elementary schools, there were plenty of free apples placed on every service 
line in the cafeteria for both students and staff members. 

Way Fruit Farm provides a nice range of apple varieties for our schools.  For Apple Crunch Day, students get to sample 
Gala, Honeycrisp and Golden Delicious apples.  Other varieties the District purchases during the year include Stayman 

Winesap, Jonagold, (created by Robert Way, brother of the 4th generation owner of Way Fruit Farm), McIntosh, Macoun, Cor-
tland, Crispin, Idared, and Northern Spy.  Food Service Director Mark Ott says, “Our students indicate their enjoyment of the 
variety by the numbers of apples they select and consume for their lunches. Each of the varieties has their own unique fl avor and 
our students are quick to try whatever variety is being served.”

The District specifi cally asks to not receive Red Delicious apples in their shipments, as that variety has been bred to travel 
well, remain shelf stable, and have the bright red color that entices people to buy them. Unfortunately, this breeding has 

robbed their fl avor and increased peel thickness and bitterness. Apples served in District cafeterias, at the most, travel 30 miles 
from Way's in Port Matilda to Mountaintop Elementary – much less than the 2,610 miles traveled from Wenatchee, Washington!  

The apple consumption at BEA has greatly increased since switching, years ago, 
from Washington State Red Delicious apples to Way Fruit Farm apples.  In the 

past, the District may have used one-and-a-half cases per week, district-wide.  Now, 
ten cases are needed each week, or over fi ve times as many as in the past.

BEA is registered “PA Preferred,” indicating the District’s commitment to buying 
local or Pennsylvania-produced foods and supplies.  By purchasing apples from 

Way Fruit Farms, who is registered as a PA Preferred Farm, less fuel is used, the Dis-
trict supports a local farm, and students enjoy a greater variety of apple fl avors than 
what is available from commercial distributors. This is just one example of how local 
purchasing benefi ts our students, as well as the local community.

Apple Crunch Day
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Grade 4 Reading 
Claire Andrews
Miya Barton
Logan Blair
Kassidy Bower
Deziray Cox
Michael Frey
Robin Gamber
Falen McHenry
Gwyneth Jones  
Ethan Koleno
Madison Perry
Sadie Roberts
Jacob Saldana
Logan Snyder
Rosalie Sowers
Autumn Tobias

Grade 4 Math 
Claire Andrews
Cora Bulles
Deziray Cox
Gwyneth Jones  
Ethan Koleno
Isaac Packer
Madison Perry
Sadie Roberts

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS HONORED
FOR PSSA SCORES

Congratulations to the following elementary 
students (listed alphabetically, by grade) for 
having scored in the top ten percent on the 
2013-14 PSSA Math, Reading, and Science 
Assessments.  The students were honored at 
a Cookie & Punch Reception at the Bald Eagle 
Middle/High School on December 17, 2014.  

Pictured at Left - Students honored 
for 3rd Grade Reading Scores.

Jacob Saldana
Dylan Smith
Rosalie Sowers
Carter Stere
Autumn Tobias
Alexis Weyandt

Grade 4 Science 
Kaylee Bower
Alyssa Engleman
Noah Foltz
Tenley Gates
Gwyneth Jones
Matthew Knepp
Kaleb Matis
Ashton Phillips
Emily Ream
Jacob Saldana
Rosalie Sowers
Logan Snyder
Grace Stem
Taylor Zimmerman

Grade 3 Reading 
Madison Britten
Ethan Chicko
Charlotte Cingle
Colton Clinemyer
Quentin Conway 
Nathan Cramer
Phoebe Fisher
Alexis Frank
Cassidy Frey
Nathanael Fry
Edward Greene
Alexandria Hacker
Azlynn Heverly
Alexis Johnson
Landen Kowalczyk
Arrianna Lauzon
Tyler Lidgett 
Clayton Liner
Mikenzie Maguffey
Collin Murnyack
Tyler Robinson
Elliott Splain

Grade 3 Math 
Ethan Chicko
Charlotte Cingle
Nathan Cramer
Alexis Frank
Cassidy Frey
Nathanael Fry
Zachary Gates
Edward Greene
Elleah Hackman
Ember Herr
Azlynn Heverly
Landen Kowalczyk
Katelyn Lucas
Mikenzie Maguffey
Tyler Robinson
Elliott Splain
Andrea Waddell
Ciaralyn Weaver

Pictured Right:  Jim Orichosky, Director of Elementary Education,   
distributes a PSSA medal at the Awards Ceremony.



16   /  Bald Eagle  Area School  Distr ic t

A new program at 
BEA is fighting 

student hunger in a 
unique way at the 
BEA Middle/High 
School.  Backpacks 
are filled with 
nutritious snacks and 
food items for 
students to take home 

with them for the weekend. One distribution is filled with 
general food items, donated by the Central PA Food Bank.  
This year a supplemental distribution of nutritious snacks has 
been initiated.  These snacks are donated by members of 
BEA athletic teams, who also help pack the food in the 
backpacks. (Soccer Team Members pictured (from left):  
Haley Giedroc, Brandon Gettig, Rylee Butler, and Coach/
Teacher Jared Moore.)

Jared Moore coordinates the program, along with the 
guidance counselors.  Students fill out an application to 

apply for the program.  Mr. Moore says, “I’m so glad we can 
reach our students who need a little extra help.” 

Thanks to the Mountaintop Elementary students and staff, 
66 children received Jared Boxes while being treated for 

illnesses at health centers throughout the area, making their 
holidays just a little bit brighter.  

Third-grade student, Savannah Sowers, came up with the 
idea.  Instead of the normal student gift exchange, 

classrooms would create Jared Boxes, which are clear plastic 
boxes filled with games, toys, activity books, etc., to be given 
to children with illnesses.  There was a tremendous response 
from the  Mountaintop Community, and after the Holiday 
Concert, with all of the parents and community present, 
Christina Houtz (pictured at the left, along with Savannah)  

accepted the Jared 
Boxes on behalf of 
the Mount Nittany 
Foundation.  Ms. 
Houtz said that not 
only the children who 
receive the boxes, but 
also their families, 
will truly appreciate 
the school's kindness.

community
JARED BOXES BACKPACK PROGRAM

The phrase "Nurturing the Whole Child" or "Educating the Whole 
Child" has been around for a while.  At BEA, this term embodies our 

philosophy.  By providing our students access to various Academic, Well-
ness, Social, and Community experiences, we are developing our students' 
attitudes, knowledge, skills, and behaviors that are needed to help them 
make successful choices in today's world.  

Our students have access to a variety of subjects, including mathe-
matics,  language arts,  social studies,  world languages, science, 

art,  music, physical education, and technical education.  Our libraries 
are constantly updated, our staff participates in professional development 
programs to improve their skills, and our technology is state-of-the-art.       
Students have the opportunity to participate in fi eld trips, extracurricular 
clubs and sports, and many community experiences.

This entire newsletter is fi lled with reports of academic, wellness,      
social, and community "learning" opportunities for our students, and 

these two pages will highlight a few more of the unique opportunities 
available to our students, as we continue to "nurture and educate the whole 
child." 
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social

academics
ACADEMIC DECATHLON

wellness

On a Friday night in 
December, families 

at Howard Elementary 
were able to enjoy a night 
fi lled with Christmas 
cheer.  Parents and       stu-
dents crafted ornaments 
together, decorated cook-
ies, and drank hot choco-
late, while listening to a 
variety of Christmas Mu-
sic throughout the night.   
The event was sponsored 
by the Howard PTA. 

ORNAMENT NIGHT

 Field trips 
are always 

e d u c a t i o n a l , 
and this trip to 
Harner Farms 
had a Wellness 
component to it, 
as well, to en-
courage students 
to realize the       
nutritional value and goodness of apples!  Pictured:  Wingate 
Elementary students enjoy the crisp crunch of an apple just 
picked off the tree at Harner Farms this fall.  

ANATOMY CLASS

HARNER FARMS FIELD TRIP

Twenty-nine high school students are taking part in an exciting new group at BEA.  The newly formed Bald Eagle Academic 
Decathlon team participated in its fi rst ever Academic Decathlon Scrimmage on November 13, 2014 at South Williamsport 

Area High School. The team’s advisor is Sierra Leitch.  The Academic Decathlon is a team competition where students match 
their intellects with students from other schools. Categories for this particular competition were art, language and literature, 
music, and essay.   Gold, Silver and Bronze medals were awarded for individual events and total scores.  

Congratulations to all members of the Academic Decathlon Team for a great fi rst showing!  Bald Eagle Area had many   
students bring home medals in their academic debut.  BEA winners were:

BEA Human Biology students, Tiera Ferguson (left) and 
Emily Koleno, examine plastic models at the Cadaver 

Lab at Lock Haven 
University.  Funds 
from a $5,000 grant 
from The Organ and 
Tissue Donation 
Awareness Educa-
tion Project were 
used to          fi nance 
the trip.

Varsity Division
Matt Fye – Bronze in Art; Bronze in Language and Literature

Scholastic Division
Zoe Armstrong – Bronze in Music
Nicole Bonsell – Bronze in Essay; Silver in Music; Bronze Overall

Jenny Zimmerman – Silver in Essay; Bronze in 
Language and Literature; Silver Overall

Honors Division
Matt Blaylock – Bronze in Music 
Regan Dyke – Gold in Music
Carson Spence – Bronze in Music 
Clarissa Woomer – Bronze in Essay; Silver Overall
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A Variety of Learning Experiences at BEA
~ BEA students learn about processing meat

Did you ever stop to think how that nicely plastic-wrapped package of pork got to the Supermarket? Approximately forty 
BEA senior high students from the Ag Science Class and the Family & Consumer Science Field and Stream to Table Class 
had a front-row seat to find out, as they watched a hog being skinned and prepared for table.  

Although the butchering event was the highlight of this course of study, students participated in other related educational 
activities prior to the event, including watching a video about a meat processing plant and learning about the increasing 

feral hog population in the United States.  (Did you know 
there are feral hogs in Pennsylvania?)  Students in the Field 
and Stream to Table class also got to taste “fresh” meat – pork 
chop – prior to the hog being prepared for table.  

The hog was donated to the school by a local farmer who 
raised the hog.  Troy Gardner, a butcher for 25 years who is 
also the husband of Family and Consumer Science teacher 
Stephanie Gardner, skinned, eviscerated, and demonstrated 
how to cut up the hog (pictured left).

While Mr. Gardner explained the “hows” and “whys” of 
butchering a hog, Ag Science teacher Todd Biddle also gave 
short lessons during the hog processing, including a disease 
control lesson, and a medical lesson, explaining that pig hearts 

were once used for transplants in humans.  After the hog was skinned, Mr. Biddle gave an anatomy lesson using the 
eviscerated materials – esophagus, liver, pancreas, etc., 
(pictured right) and a consumer education lesson in that 
the price of pig’s tongue, heart, and liver, which are called 
Variety Meats, cost more per pound than regular pork.   
During the second day of this two-day educational 
experience, students learned about the different cuts of 
meat from a hog, including chops, hams, brisket, and 
steaks. 

Students had an opportunity to try smoked meat, as Mr. 
Gardner took some of meat home to smoke in his 
smokehouse, using a brine and hickory wood.  Using the 
cured and smoked meat, students prepared the meat to 
consume during the Field and Stream to Table class.  They 
had ham, green beans, and potatoes one day and fresh pork 
and sauerkraut the next to experience the taste difference in fresh versus cured meat in meals.

This educational and enlightening course demonstrated to students the work involved to prepare meat for consumption.  
When the students walk by the meat case in their local supermarket, those nicely plastic-wrapped packages of fresh meat 
will take on a whole new meaning for them.  
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Hats for Hope

DISTRICT DIRECTORY

 Administrative Offices
 751 S. Eagle Valley Road   Wingate
    Superintendent of Schools  355-4860
    Business Office   355-5516
    Curriculum/Instruction Director  355-5731
    Elementary Director  355-3737
    Food Service   355-8068

    Plant Supervisor   355-4860
    Special Education  355-5731
    Transportation   355-5516
      

 Elementary Schools
    Howard Elementary  625-2423
    Mountaintop Area Elementary  387-6861
    Port Matilda Elementary    692-7429
    Wingate Elementary  355-4872
    

 Middle-High School
    Principal   355-4868
    Athletic Director   355-5721
    Attendance Office  355-5721
    Guidance Office   355-4629

 Central Pennsylvania Institute of
     Science & Technology  359-2793

 Board of School Directors
   S. Thomas Letterman, President and CIU 10 Representative
   Jeffrey C. Turner, Vice-President and CPI Representative
   Timothy E. Nilson, Secretary
   Susan Butterworth
   Mary Ann Hamilton, CPI Representative
   Theresa D. Peters
   John E. Rougeux
   Tawna Smith, CIU 10 Representative
   Richard Watters, PSBA Liaison
   Daniel F. Fisher, Treasurer 

Sisters Allison and Margaret Cowan were the catalysts 
for BEA’s newest club – Hats for Hope.  Their vision 
was to make and sell hats for charity.  When they pro-

posed the club, in their words, “The hats would be sold and 
the money raised would be donated to the Women’s Resource 
Center, a local charity in State College that helps women and 
children trying to fl ee from domestic home violence in Centre 
County.  This club isn’t just for kids to be able to do something 
after school, it’s so the women at the Center can have a future, 
and a piece of hope to hang onto.”

The club, which is advised by volunteer Mrs. Elaine   
Winger, meets every Tuesday during the winter season 

and will meet  every other week in the spring.  
DONATIONS OF YARN WOULD BE 
GREATLY APPRECIATED to help 
Hats for Hope continue their mission.  
Please bring donations to the BEA 
Middle/High School.  A donation box 
is set up near the Attendance Offi ce at 
the Main Entrance.

Pictured:  Using looms and yarn, students craft 
their Hats for Hope.



20   /  Bald Eagle  Area School  Distr ic t

Museum of Art, Penn State Centre Stage, and Music at 
Penn’s Woods.

Dr. Korner enthralled the students with her dramatic 
oral rendition of the Dr. Seuss classic, “How the 

Grinch Stole Christmas.”  Students and staff were mes-
merized by her storytelling abilities and in return treated 
her to a musical presentation of Christmas carols they 
had been practicing for their Holiday Concert.  (pictured 
below).  Port Matilda Elementary sends out a special 
“Thank You” to Dr. Korner for taking the time out of 
her busy day to visit and share her talents with the Port 
students and staff.
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PORT MATILDA students enjoy dramatic presentation

Dr. Barbara 
Korner vis-

ited Port Matil-
da Elementary 
on Friday, De-
cember 5.  As 
Dean of the 
Penn State Col-
lege of Arts and 
Archi tec ture , 

Dr. Barbara Oliver Korner oversees multiple academic 
units plus the Center for the Performing Arts, Palmer 

It's Elementary - Some Wonderful Examples of our Elementary Artwork
Artists, from left:  Haley Kormanec, Gr. 2, Mountaintop Elementary;  Brayden Comly, Gr. 5, Howard Elementary; 

Kaylee Bower, Gr. 5, Port Matilda Elementary; and Angel Shawley, Gr. 4, Wingate Elementary.


