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T A B L E  O F 
C O N T E N T S

 We are now past the holidays and are 
approaching the end of our first semester. 
This issue of Eagle Pride touches the 
surface of the engaging educational 
activities and events that have been 
happening in all of our elementary schools 
and at our Middle/High School since the school year began in 
September.  I will try to provide some insight of the first part of the 
school year from my perspective.
 First of all, the inclusion of our sixth graders into our Middle 
School has gone exceedingly well.   Our students have adapted to this 
new learning environment and are flourishing!  
Our sixth grade team of teachers has grown and 
continues to grow in their ability to educate 
students in this revised structure.  As I observe the 
students in the middle school classes, I find it 
amazing to witness the physical and social growth 
spurt we see in sixth and seventh graders each and 
every year.   While change of any type never comes without anxiety, I 
am so very appreciative of the support our staff, students, and parents 
have given to this successful initiative.
 The primary testing and assessment season will soon be upon us.  
It is so important that we work together to maximize the educational 
achievements that are possible over the next six months.  Our students 
need to be in school, rested, and ready for a day’s work when they get 
here.  I know there are many distractions in our students’ lives – many, 
many more now than when I was in school.  Please help us work 
around these distractions and make your child’s education a priority.
 School Choice has become a rallying cry for many groups of 
parents.  Other groups have also taken up the call, and their reasons do 
not always relate to providing the best education for students.  The 
desire of our Board of Education, and every school employee, is to 
make Bald Eagle Area the “school of choice” for every student living 
within the twelve municipalities of our district.  We strive to make our 
schools places where students and staff enjoy learning and teaching.  
 But, we are neither perfect nor omniscient.  We need to hear from 
you, or your student, each and every time you have a concern about 
how we may be falling short in providing the level of service to which 
we aspire.  If you feel there is bullying of any type occurring, either at 
school or on the bus, please notify your child’s principal or teacher.  If 
you suspect there is abuse of any of our children, please do the right 
thing and call either Children and Youth Services or your school 
principal to discuss the particular situation.  
 Anytime you want to individually share any concern with me, 
please call 355-4860 or send an email to dfisher@beasd.org.   I am 
personally interested in the welfare of your child or grandchild, and am 
trying my best to see that all of our students enjoy a safe, challenging, 
and enriching education in an atmosphere where every student looks 
forward to coming to school the next morning.  

Superintendent’s Message
Dan Fisher
dfisher@beasd.org
(814) 355-4860
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On the Cover…
Dedication Celebration!
Wingate Elementary students join the High School Choir in singing BEA's 
Alma Mater during the Dedication Celebration for the Wingate Elementary 
and Middle/High School Renovation and Addition Project.
 
 BEA had an all-day celebration on October 18.  We were celebrating 
the culmination of two-and-one-half years of hard work, sweat, and yes, 
some tears.  The end result is beautifully renovated spaces at the Middle/
High and Wingate Elementary schools.  All of the students and staff from 
both schools were there, some wearing dresses or shirts and ties in honor of 
the occasion.  The new gymnasium was filled with excitement.  The Centre 
County Commissioners were there at the dedication, as well as 
representatives from WTAJ-TV, WJAC-TV, the Centre Daily Times, and 
The Centre County Gazette.  Honored guests from local businesses were 
there and current and former board members showed up to celebrate. You 
can see more photos from this proud BEA Day on Pages 10 and 11.

Pictured above: (Left) Members of the BEA band play invigorating songs 
prior to the ceremony.  (Right) Even the marquee at the front of the 
school sports blue and gold mums in honor of the occasion.

“I am personally 
interested in the 
welfare of your 
child or 
grandchild..."
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Elementary Students 
Gobble up Good Books!

From Left - Top Row: Mrs. Sharon Bittel, Mr. Jason Bair, Mrs. Donna Hinton and Mrs. Sandie 
Murnyack, Mr. Dave Reichelderfer, and Mrs. Betsy Dickey; Bottom Row: Chef  Mark Ott, Mrs. Melissa 
Robinson, Mr. Jim Orichosky, Ms. Jessica Yost, and Mr. John Coltabaugh. 

they returned to school.  Students worked hard to be one of 
the top five students in their class in the following three 
categories: number of AR points earned, number of books 
read, and highest number of books with the highest percentage 
of correctly answered questions.   

In the ten days of reading, BEA elementary students earned 
a total of 3,109.9 Accelerated Reading points,  read 4,926 

books, and passed 4,369 Accelerated Tests.    Sixty-one of our 
students had an average of 100% correct in answering the 
comprehension questions.  WOW – that is TERRIFIC!  In all, 
685 reading awards were given to our students!

The top 5 students in each category in their class were 
recognized with a certificate.   The BEA District winners 

read the highest in each category out of ALL the students in 
ALL four elementary buildings at their grade level.  Those 
students were recognized with a special certificate and a 
$10.00 Barnes & Noble gift card.   This contest has turned 
into a “warm up” for the BEA Super Bowl Reading Challenge 
that starts over the Holiday break and finishes around the 
NFL Super Bowl time.  Keep up the SUPER reading.

Turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes 

and pumpkin pie 
were not the only 
good things gobbled 
up over Thanksgiving 
at BEA.  Elementary 
students at all four 
elementary schools 
also “Gobbled Up 

LOTS of Good Books.” 

Our students in 
First through Fifth 

grades were challenged 
to read many books, 
and then answer 

comprehension questions in our Accelerated Reader program.  
The challenge began on the last day of school before 
Thanksgiving break and lasted until the Friday of the week 

LOMadison Meckley, pictured here with 
Director of Reading Betsy Dickey, was 
the First Grade District Winner for the 
highest percentage of correctly 
answered AR test questions.



4   /  Bald Eagle  Area School  Distr ic t

CATCHING THE SPIRIT IN HOWARD

This fall, the Howard Elementary School has been 
catching the school spirit by working together to sponsor 

many of the school activities.    Each month, the Spirit Club, 
PTA, and the school staff have been planning things to do 
that show the spirit of the students in their school and 
community.   

The students celebrated a Fall Festival by planning and 
doing activities centered around the many signs of fall.    

The students and their families enjoyed a Family Meal Night 
and enjoyed Book Fair activities in October.   In November, 
the students and their families saw a special viewing of “Rio” 
and ate tons of buttery popcorn during the intermission.  In 
addition, the students participated in the special reading 
competition where they only competed against themselves.  
For December, the Spirit Club and the PTA sponsored a Food 
Drive for the local food bank and netted over 300 food items, 
and even a little money, to help defray the costs of the 
program.    This was a great way to show their community 
spirit by helping others in need.   

The students also showed their spirit in an entertaining 
holiday concert with over 175 family and community 

people attending.   On one of the last days before the holidays, 

Commended Students

Middle and High School students had a chance to see 
what some of the favorite books of the BEA staff were  

by looking at this interesting library exhibit that displayed 
staff reading recommendations. Library Assistant Kathy 
Ryba was pleased to report that many students are looking at 
the display and then checking the recommended books out of 
the library to read themselves.

Recommended
 Reading

Tim Gleason (left) and Kyle Johnson have been named as 
Commended Students in the 2012 National Merit 

Scholarship Program.  Commended  students  place among 
the top five percent of more than 1.5 million students who 
entered the 2012 competition by taking the 2010 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 
Congratulations, Tim and Kyle!

the students and staff took some time to go caroling to share 
some of their holiday spirit with some long-time friends of the 
school.  

One thing that all of the children, staff and families have 
learned this fall is that it takes everyone working together 

to plan, implement and enjoy the many activities that create a 
wonderfully spirited school.

Grade One catches the spirit with their rendition of Suzy Snowflake.
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ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES – Winter/Spring 2012

REGISTRATION FORM 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH

Name ________________________________________________________ Telephone_______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Class you wish to register for _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you a resident of the Bald Eagle Area School District?     Yes _____No______ 

Check enclosed in the amount of $ ______________________________  
        
Please return registration form/check before the registration deadline to: Bald Eagle Area School District,  Adult Education Registration

Make check payable to “Bald Eagle Area School District”  751 S. Eagle Valley Rd., Wingate, PA  16823

FITNESS CLASS: This class will be lead by Certified Personal Trainer, Allison Snyder.   Circuit training, Zumba, and 
Spin classes will be incorporated.  Light hand weights will be built into each evening’s activities. Equipment needed for 
this class is a pair of 2-5 lb. hand weights. Come join us and bring a friend! Class is scheduled to be held at the Bald Eagle 
Area Fitness Room on Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., beginning Monday, January 16, and 
will continue for 8 weeks. Cost: BEASD Resident – $30.00, Non-resident – $40.00.  Registration Deadline is January 16. 

GENEALOGY:  Were your ancestors Royalty 
or Rascals, Martyrs or Murderers, Rebels or 
Warriors?  Track your ancestry using the simple 
techniques in this course.  Learn the sources 
available in the library, courthouse, federal and 
state government records, churches, and the 
Internet.  Whether you wish to write a family 
history or just fill in your pedigree chart, all the information you 
need will be available in this short four-week course.  Meet your 
ancestors and be ready for surprises.  Class will be held at the 
Wingate Elementary School on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. 
– 8:00 p.m. beginning  February 28.  Cost:  BEASD Resident – 
$20.00, Non-resident – $30.00.  Registration Deadline is Feb. 17.

Registrations will be accepted by mail or by phone, and 10 people 
are required to register before the class will be held. We will hold 
your place in class until a check for the class fee is received. 
Please do not send cash. In the event that we do not receive the 
required 10 people for a class, your check will be returned. Any 
questions regarding the Adult Education Program can be directed 
to Nancy Fisher at 355-4860 or 355-3737, Monday-Friday, 
between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

VO I C E O F DE M O C R A C Y

Congratulations to the BEA Voice of Democracy 
winners.  From left, seated - Kate Snyder; Haley 

Furrow; Krista Frantz; and Gabrielle Davidson. Standing - 
Don Tressler, Past Post Commander of Bellefonte VFW Post 
1600;  Brittany Myers, Nick Carlson, Matthew Fye, and So-
cial Studies Instructor Tim Kasper.  

The theme for the 2011-2012 Voice of Democracy 
Scholarship Competition was, "Is There Pride in 

Serving in Our Military?" All of the BEA students received 
monetary awards for their entries, with Gabrielle Davidson 

placing third.
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Nosed Reindeer, Jingle Bells, Santa Claus is Coming to Town, 
and We Wish You a Merry Christmas, the students shouted, 
“Happy Holiday from Port Matilda Elementary School and 
Merry Christmas!” before moving to the next house.  

While the group was caroling, snacks and stories were 
being shared back at Port Matilda Elementary, where 

parents could also purchase some stocking 
stuffers as the PTO extended their Scholastic 
Book Fair to the evening hours.

Upon returning to the school, the caroling 
group was greeted by Mrs. Weaver who 

had made a large pot of Hot Chocolate.  Plates 
of cookies made by Mrs. Bittel’s High School 
Family and Consumer Science classes were 
on the tables!  After the delicious snack, the 
students gathered as Mrs. Dickey read some 
holiday stories and shared the wonderful 
winter pop-up story,   Winter’s Tale  by Robert 
Sabuda.

A fun time was had by all!  Come join us 
next year!

PORT MATILDA shares the JOY!

M O U N T A I N T O P  E L E M E N T A R Y 
I S  G R E E N S Y L V A N I A  W I N N E R
 When Centre County Recycle and Refuse Authority board member Trilby McKean (right), who also works in the Moun-
taintop Elementary Food Service Department, suggested to Principal Mary Beth Crago (left), that the students tour the Centre 
County Recycling and Refuse Authority Transfer Station, neither of them realized how far the group would actually go!  Using funds 

immediately decided to take part in the competition, and when it was over 
their school was declared the Centre County Greensylvania Winner for re-
cycling 2,110 pounds of paper!
 Amy Schirf, Education Coordinator, (center right) from the Centre 
County Recycling and Refuse Authority presented an award and a $250  

grade students Chelsea Butterworth (center) and Lindy Meyers (center left), 

winnings back to the Mountaintop Community, giving $125 each to the 
Snow Shoe Pool and the Mountain Top Activity Center.
 Congratulations Mountaintop Elementary, and good luck in the 
State Competition.

On Tuesday, December 13 the Port Matilda Elementary PTO 
sponsored a fun holiday evening for everyone.  Teachers, 

students, family and friends gathered with flashlights, jingle 
bells, and their best singing voices.   The group toured the 
neighborhood, stopping to sing at houses that were lit up with 
the holiday spirit.  After singing favorites like Rudolph the Red- 

Looking something like a 
Norman Rockwell painting,  
students, staff, friends, and 
family caroled around the 
town of Port Matilda.

READY, SET, PLAN - Bald Eagle Area has begun working on our Comprehensive Plan, which is due No-
vember 30, 2012. Comprehensive Planning is a continuous process used to ensure that all students are 
achieving at high levels.   Continuous planning is essential to providing increased student performance 
and quality results.  Innovative, exemplary, and research-based programs, coupled with staff develop-
ment, focused and aligned resources and public participation in planning, are critical factors in districts 
that demonstrate continuous growth. Our first official planning meeting will be held February 28, 2012.  If 
you would like to be a part of this planning process, please email Rose Hoover at rmhoover@beasd.org.
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Alumni and current students celebrate their Alma Mater

Samantha Murnyack, the daughter of Michael 
and Erin Murnyack of Clarence, was crowned 
Homecoming Queen during Homecoming 
Activities at Bald Eagle Area's Alumni Field.  
Alaina Warner was First Runner-Up and Emily 
Butterworth was Second Runner-Up.  

(Left) Jody McCaslin and 
Holly Haynes Wilson, 
members of the Class of 
2002, join the majorettes on 
Alumni Field.   (Above) 
BEA band and alumni line-
up to cheer the Eagles onto 
the field.

There is a certain excitement in the air for Homecoming Night.  Alumni Field is 
decked out with crepe paper garlands and signs welcoming alumni.  Blue and gold 
balloons dot the air.  The Homecoming Queen nominees (and escorts) look fabu-

lous, the parents are excited, the football players are psyched to play in front of a larger 

under the lights.  This year, majorette and color guard alumni had a chance to participate 
-

it's always great to come home.
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BEA WELCOMES 
 O U R  N E W  S T A F F  M E M B E R S
Jessica Fisher 
Para-Educator Life Skills /  
Middle-High School 

Hello BEA community! I am a 2005 
graduate of Bald Eagle Area and I’m so 
excited to be a part of this community once 
again! I received my Bachelors degree in 
Music Education from Lock Haven 

University.  I enjoy music of any kind and you can catch me 
singing just about anywhere, anytime. In my spare time I enjoy 
doing a variety of things such as volleyball, kayaking, fishing, 
horseback riding, and playing around with my three dogs. I live 
with my wonderful family and will be spending a lot of time with 
them in the near future watching my brother in his basketball 
games. So come by and visit me in Room 50 and get some 
yummy food made by our “Life Grills” students!

Sierra Leitch 
Math Instructor / Middle-High School 

Hi BEA Community! I grew up and 
currently live in the Penns Valley Area 
School District. This May I received my 
Bachelor’s Degree in Secondary Education 
with the Mathematics option from The 
Pennsylvania State University.  I love 

spending time with my family, friends, and my Boston Terrier 
Annie.  When my schedule allows me, I also enjoy running and 
reading.  In the fall, when I’m not teaching in the classroom, you 
will be able to spot me coaching BEA’s junior high girls soccer 
team.  I am so looking forward to the experiences this year will 
certainly bring, and I could not be more excited to be joining the 
BEA Family! 

Ginger Leupold 
Security-Attendance Assistant /  
Middle-High School

 Hello to the BEA Community!  I am a 1985 
graduate of Bald Eagle Area and am very 
happy to return as full-time staff in the 
Attendance Office.  I live in Unionville 
with my husband, Tim of 20 years.  We 

have four children, Brett, Tara, Mallory and Marilee.  Some of 
you may recognize me from years past, as I have been working 
in the offices at the Middle-High School for 6 years on a part-
time basis.  I truly enjoy working with our wonderful students 

and being around them.  My husband and I enjoy working with 
the BEA Drama program and Marching Band.  I enjoy spending 
time with my family (which now includes my daughter-in-law, 
Danielle and my son-in-law, Heath) and especially with my new 
grandson, Nolan.  Gardening, camping, playing the piano and 
traveling are also at the top of my list of things to do!  If you visit 
the High School during the school day, you will most likely meet 
me first at the front door.  I look forward to seeing you!

Tyler Lucas
Custodian / Middle-High School

Hello everyone!   I am a 2008 Bald Eagle 
Area graduate and currently live not two 
miles from BEA in Runville.  I love to 
spend time with my family and friends 
whenever I have the opportunity to do so.  I 
enjoy the outdoors, sports and coaching 

very much.  I look forward to a long future working at and 
helping to coach for BEA. 

Brian Phillips 
Custodian / Middle-High School

Hi, my name is Brian Phillips.  I am a 1989 
graduate of the former Bald Eagle Nittany 
(BEN) High School and a 1991 graduate of 
the PA College of Technology.  My wife 
Carissa is a 1990 BEA graduate, and we 
currently live in Bellefonte with our two 

sons Austin (16) and Kyler (13).  I enjoy spending time hunting, 
fishing, kayaking and basically anything in the outdoors.  Prior to 
coming to BEA, I worked in a construction background and spent 
the last 18+ years with Morton Buildings.  I am enjoying my 
work here and am very excited to be a part of the BEA School 
District. 

Clarence "Ricky" Redman 
Custodian / Howard Elementary

Hello, my name is Ricky Redman.  I live in 
Bellefonte with my wife Staci and our two 
sons Rieli and Reese.  In my free time, I 
enjoy camping, playing baseball and 
coaching my son’s football team.  I have 
worked at Howard Elementary since 

February 2010 and I really enjoy it. 
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Thomas Roberts
Custodian / Middle-High School

Hi, my name is Tom Roberts.  I graduated 
from BEA in 1972 and currently live in 
Milesburg.  My wife Sally and I have been 
married for 29 years and we like to hunt, 
fish and go camping.   I previously worked 
at Cerro Metal Products for 35 years and 

enjoy working for the BEA school district. 

Kerri Schmidt 
Special Education Instructor / 
Middle-High School

Hi BEA Family!  My name is Kerri Schmidt 
and I am the new High School Life Skills 
teacher.   I graduated from Lock Haven 
University with a degree in Special 
Education and am currently pursuing a 

Master’s degree from LHU in Alternative Education.   Although 
I grew up in New Jersey, Pennsylvania is home to me now and I 
couldn’t be happier than to be a part of the family here at BEA!  
When I am not in my classroom, you can find me on the soccer 
field coaching the girls varsity team.  As a true sports fan, you can 
also find me running the scoreboard at the basketball games, as 
well as helping out at the track meets in the spring.  I also enjoy 
hiking, kayaking, fishing, and chasing after my boxer Gracie.  I 
am looking forward to meeting many of you in the near future! 

John Snook 
Custodian / Middle-High School

Hello Bald Eagle residents.  I am a 1974 
graduate of Bald Eagle Area and am very 
excited to work in my school district with 
all of you.  I have four sons who all went 
to Bald Eagle Area, and my wife Amy also 
works for the school district.  I am looking 

forward to working here for many years. 

Rodney Solt 
Custodian / Middle-High School

Hi, my name is Rodney Solt.   I live in 
Unionville with my wife Ellen, who works 
in the Business Office.   We have been 
married for 25 years.  Our son Rodney 
graduated from BEA in 2007.  In my spare 
time I like to go camping and hunting, and 

enjoy going to yard sales and flea markets.  After working in 
State College in student housing for many years, I am enjoying 
the short drive to work and working at BEA. 

Jo Ellen Veneziano 
Para-Educator / CPI

Hello!  I am proud to say that I am a Bald 
Eagle graduate, and happy to be assisting at 
CPI this year.  I grew up in Julian, spent 7 
years in Maryland teaching Science after 
graduating from Penn State, and now reside 
in the Runville area with my husband, 

Mike.  We have 2 daughters who attend Bald Eagle, Mariah (6th 
grade) and Rachel (3rd grade Wingate).  Our daughters are 
animal lovers, so we have a dog, 3 cats, a rabbit and about 12 
chickens.  I enjoy working in the garden and being outside.  We 
all enjoy camping and try to schedule several trips each summer.  
I look forward to getting to know you all!   

Alexandra Warren 
Math Instructor / Middle-High School

Hello BEA Families!  I recently graduated 
from Penn State University where I studied 
Secondary Education with an option in 
Mathematics.  This will be my first year 
teaching and I am so excited to be spending 
it with eighth and ninth graders at BEA.  In 

my spare time I enjoy being outside, spending time with my 
family, and reading.  I am looking forward to a great year with the 
Bald Eagle Area School District!   

Barbara Young 
Language Arts Instructor /
Middle-High School

Hello, my name is Barbara Young. I 
received my B. S. in Secondary Education 
with an English emphasis from Penn State. 
I am also certified in Middle School 
Mathematics and recently received my M. 

Ed. in Reading from Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. I live 
in State College with my husband, Mike, and three sons, Eric 
(21), Matthew (19), and Jason (16). When I can find the time, I 
enjoy riding my bike, taking Zumba classes, and going for long 
walks in the woods. 
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DEDICATIONCELEBRATION
Eagle Middle and High School Renovation and Addition project on October 18.  The band played; the High School 

-
tos of today.  Congressman Glenn Thompson spoke, and many local businesses sent representatives to the celebra-
tion.  It was a proud BEA day.

Left - Wingate Elementary students place items in the time capsule, while Principal Jim Orichosky watches with a smile.  
Right - Dwight Knouse (left) from Hayes Large Architects presents building keys to the student body, represented by Katy 
Livezey (High School), Jacob Ream (Wingate Elementary), and Dallis Dillon (Middle School). Rep. Glenn Thompson (right) 
was the guest speaker at the dedication.
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OPENHOUSE

listen to comments from Superintendent Dan Fisher and Project Manager Rick Vilello, and watch a video  chroni-
cling the  renovation process.  Attendees  took a guided tour of the buildings; then blue and gold cookies served on 
blue and gold tablecloths, punch, and fellowship followed.      The contents of the Time Capsules were on display, as 
well as the shovel that was used for the original ground-
breaking High School ceremony.  We were truly proud 
to unveil these renovated facilities to our community 
friends.  Come visit us again soon!
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Grade 12
Toby Allen-R
Kylie-Lynne Bechdel-HW
Trent Beck-S
Michael Blaylock-HMS
Steven Christensen-M
Matthew Dillon-S
Brittany Etters-H
Kyle Frost-HS
Clayton Gardner-M
Steven Gawryla-HMS
Abby Gettig-H
Timothy Gleason-HMRS
Kelley Hamer-H
Kara Hammond-W
Randall Haynes-HMR
Kyle Johnson-HMRS
Garren Kunes-HR
Marissa Ludwig-H
Sheri McCloskey-HW
Maggie Mehalko-HMRW
Nathan Neely-HMRW
Raechel Passarelli-RSW
Emilie Peters-W
Chelsey Poorman-RW
Cody Ripka-W
Arika Robinson-W
Emilie Rogers-H
Corbin Rossman-W
Douglas Turner-M
Kodie Vermillion-HRW
Alaina Warner-W

Grade 11
Emily Chambers-H
Clayton Cingle-H
Dennis Fisher-H
Lawrence Flood-H
Billie-Jo Friedline-H
Dale Haagen-H
Olivia Hardy-H
Eric Henderson-H
Brittany Keith-H
Evan Kim-H
Kaitlyn Laird-H
Benjamin Leskovansky-H
Katy Livezey-H
Jared Maurer-H
Douglas Rogers-H
Richard Spicer-H
Jacob Taylor-H
Marissa Ward-H

Grade 10
Joshua Bechdel-H
Luke Besong-H
Rosalind Cowan-H
Abbey Crago-H
Kayla Crestani-H
David Gawryla-H
Jeffrey Gleason-H
Michelle Kachik-H
Cody Mandell-H
Jakob Martin-H
Zachary Miller-H
Megan O’Leary-H
Emily Quick-H
Mackenzie Roan-H
Cheyenne Smolko-H
Samuel Van Cise-H
Kourtney Vermillion-H
Jessica Wellar-H

Grade 9
Dylan Bathurst-MS
Sarah Blaylock-HW
Nicole Bonsell-HR
Hannah Brown-H
Rylee Butler-HRW
Nicholas Carlson-R
Madeline Cingle-HMRSW
Anthony Daniels-MSW
Brandon Gettig-HMRW
Haley Giedroc-HW
James Hall-MRS
Zachary Ishler-M
Jessie Jenkins-H
Austin Kim-MS
Jared Mayes-S
Mitchell McCurdy-HMW
Colton Moore-W
Breanna Orner-W
Katherine Prewitt-HRS
Makenzie Proctor-R
Nicholas Pytel-S
Kailee Salvanish-R
Meghan Shiels-HRSW
Shanelle Spotts-HM
Jordan Valora-MRS
Nicole Walzer-R
Clarissa Woomer-HMR
Tylor Yarrison-MRW
Sunshine Zimmerman-W

Grade 8
Mariah Ballock-M
Karina Bloom-R
Matthew Blaylock-HM
Anthony Climent-HR
Dallis Dillon-HM
John Friedline-H
Renny Grieb-R
Natasha Jozefick-HMR
Erica Krape-R
Morgan Nyman-HMR
Andrew Onder-M
Emily Padisak-R
Morgan Peters-H
Cole Robinson-R
Sidney Shultz-HR
Colton Urbanik-R
Sarah Van Cise-HM
Mary Veneziano-HM
Ashton Walker-H
Alyssa Ward-R
Logan Webb-M
Seth Woodring-H
Stone Woodring-HM

                 KEY
H   Top 10% of Class Honor
M  PSSA Math Honor
R   PSSA Reading Honor
S   PSSA Science Honor
W  PSSA Writing Honor
(Please note: PSSA tests are not 
 given in Grades 9 and 10)

2011 HONORS BANQUET

Students in Grades 8-12 were recognized for having achieved highest scores on the 2010 PSSA Assessment Test or for being in the top ten 
percent of his/her class last year.    Above Left - Eighth grade honorees; Above Right - Chip Minemyer, BEA Class of 1981 and currently 
editor of the Johnstown Tribune, was the guest speaker.  Mr. Minemyer  advised students to look for something in life that matters to them 
- that will carry them forward, quoting John Ruskin, "When love and skill work together expect a masterpiece."
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AREA
VETERANS HONORED

Army – Navy – Air Force – Marines.  Representatives from all 
four military branches were on hand early in the morning of November 
10.  In a very moving ceremony at the BEA High School, area veterans 
were honored, those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom were 
remembered, and current members of the military were thanked for 
their service.  Band and choral groups provided patriotic music and 
many staff and students in attendance proudly wore red-white-and-
blue-colored clothing.

Representative Glenn (GT) Thompson, a Bald Eagle High 
School alumnus and the keynote speaker, presented veterans and 
military personnel with a Challenge Coin from the United States House 
of Representatives. 

Chief Warrant Officer William P. Tinney of the United States 
Marine Corps, who is also the twin brother of BEA Math Teacher 
Annette Threeton, presented a United States Flag to the school.  This 
was done in appreciation of BEA's support of American Troops 
(Operation Homecoming, Support our Troops, etc.)  Chief Warrant 
Officer Tinney had personally raised and lowered the flag over Camp 
Leatherneck, the United States Marine Corps Base in Afghanistan.

Superintendent Dan Fisher accepts the 

-
play case at the Middle-High School.

Representative Glenn Thompson presents area veterans with a Challenge Coin from 
the House of Representatives in appreciation of their service.

"Today we 
remember and 
honor the men 
and women 
who have 
served the 
United States 
in our Armed 
Forces to 
protect our 
freedom."

~ Glenn Thompson, 
United States 
Representative
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In-Service and Act 80 Days are Busy 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS DRILL

 During the October 21 In-Service Day, an 
Emergency Preparedness Drill was held at the Wing-
ate Elementary School.  This full-scale two-hour 
exercise was sponsored by the Pennsylvania State 
Police and participants included BEA staff and local 
emergency management agencies. 
 The scenario, involving a mythical intruder 
in the Wingate Elementary School, was designed to 
establish a learning environment for players to ex-
ercise emergency plans and procedures of the Penn-
sylvania State Police and Bald Eagle Area School 

Professional Development Activities

At the December Board of Education meeting, Mrs. Tawna Smith presented Agri-Science Technology Instructor Jade Thompson with  a 
check for $220 from the Centre County Pomona Grange and a check for $200 from the Port Matilda Grange, No. 1284.  The funds will 
be used to purchase the well-known FFA blue jackets for our FFA members.

The Agri-Science Technology Program will have a 
new component on January 9th when Bald Eagle 

Area representatives travel to the Pennsylvania Farm 
Show to receive their Future Farmers of American 
(FFA) Charter. 

  We are excited to offer this activity to Bald Eagle 
Area students!  The Pennsylvania FFA Associa-

tion makes a positive difference in the lives of over 8,000 
Pennsylvania students by developing their potential for  
leadership, personal growth, and career success through 
agricultural education. BEA members will take part in 
and conduct meetings, speak in public, participate in ca-
reer development events based on occupational skills, 
and become involved in cooperative efforts and com-
munity improvement. 

BEA TO RECEIVE
FFA Charter

 

Classroom Web Page Development

 

Language Arts Curriculum Mapping

 

"Dealing with Deployment" Training
 

Following the drill, participants review the exercise.
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GRADE 4 
Madelyn Bailey  Reading Achievement
Lacee Barnhart  Math Achievement 
Zachery Beck  Math Achievement 
Colin Boone  Math Achievement 
Skylar Bradley  Math & Reading Achievement 
Elita Brown   Math Achievement 
Stephanie Bulgarelli  Math Achievement 
Asher Burkett  Math & Reading Achievement
Caleb Cain   Math Achievement 
David Close  Math Achievement 
Allison Cowan  Reading Achievement
Lauren Fisher  Math Achievement 
Madison Fisher  Math Achievement 
Jeffrey Fry   Math & Reading Achievement 
Amber Graham  Math Achievement 
Macy Hahn  Reading Achievement
Robert Hegedus  Math Achievement 
Haley Hoover  Reading Achievement
Grace Hugar  Reading Achievement
Leo Johnson  Math Achievement 
Lindsey Julian  Math & Reading Achievement
Drew Koleno  Math Achievement 
Michael Lefebvre  Math Achievement 
Morgan Lucas  Math Achievement 
Madisyn McAfee  Math Achievement 
Gage McClenahan  Math Achievement 
Abigail Michael  Math & Reading Achievement
Paige Murgas  Math & Reading Achievement
Alyssa Packer  Math Achievement 
Seth Place   Math Achievement 
Michael Repasky  Reading Achievement
Madison Rockey  Math Achievement 
Emily Shiels  Math & Reading Achievement 
Sierra Surovec  Math & Reading Achievement
Nicholas Townsend  Math Achievement 
Luke Wilson  Math & Reading Achievement
 
GRADE 5
Dustin Barton  Science Achievement 
Dylan Bisel   Math Achievement 
Hunter Brooks  Science Achievement 
Chelsea Butterworth  Math, Reading & Science Achievement 
Kody Chandler  Math & Reading Achievement
Tessa Cingle  Reading & Science Achievement
Ramie Corl   Math Achievement 
Bradley Crestani  Science Achievement 
Kaleigh Cunningham  Reading Achievement 
Matthew Eagles  Science Achievement 
McKenzi Etters  Reading Achievement 
Seth Foster  Math Achievement 
Katherine Haagen  Math, Reading & Science Achievement
Alden Henrie  Math & Science Achievement 
Nicholas Ishler  Math & Reading Achievement 
Shane Lambert-Brooks Math & Reading Achievement 
Courtney Metz  Math Achievement 
Natalie Nyman  Reading Achievement 
Jakob Ream  Math, Reading & Science Achievement 
Ashton Robinson  Math Achievement 
Mattea Simoncek  Reading & Science Achievement 
Nicholas Smith  Math, Reading & Science Achievement 
Caleb Spackman  Science Achievement 
Hunter Stasko  Reading Achievement 
Vanessa Stasko  Math Achievement 
Julia Thompson  Reading & Science Achievement 
Nicholas Turner  Math & Reading Achievement 
Christopher Woodward Math Achievement 
 

Congratulations to the following students (listed alphabetically, by grade) for having the top five highest scores in the 
Bald Eagle Area School District on the 2010-11 PSSA Math, Reading, Science, and Writing Assessments.  

GRADE 6 
Gabriel Basalla  Math Achievement
Katelyn Bathurst  Reading & Writing Achievement
Austin Besong  Math, Reading & Writing Achievement
Shianne Bickle  Writing Achievement
Rachel Brown  Reading Achievement
Kaitlin Carter  Reading Achievement
Morgan Chambers  Math, Reading & Writing Achievement
Zachary Chambers  Writing Achievement
Faith Corman  Reading Achievement
Jake Crestani  Reading Achievement
Trent Donley  Reading & Writing Achievement
Kyle Gates   Reading Achievement 
Jared Gettig  Math & Reading Achievement 
Hayleigh Harpster  Reading & Writing Achievement 
Dylan Harvey  Writing Achievement
Derek Henry  Reading Achievement 
Noah Hockenberry  Math Achievement 
Lucas Holderman  Reading Achievement 
Heather Huyett  Math & Reading Achievement 
Joshua Ishler  Math & Reading Achievement 
Adazia Mellott  Reading & Writing Achievement 
Jacob Michael  Reading & Writing Achievement 
Emma Murgas  Reading Achievement 
Brooke Myers  Math & Reading Achievement 
Richard Noll  Reading Achievement 
Alyson Onder  Reading & Writing Achievement 
Haley Reese  Reading Achievement 
Garrett Rigg  Reading Achievement 
Haley Sager  Reading Achievement 
Calvin Snyder  Reading Achievement 
Melody Soster  Reading Achievement 
Joseph Spillia  Reading Achievement 
Alice Statham  Math, Reading & Writing Achievement
Anthony Talarigo  Math Achievement 
Nathaniel VanOuse  Math, Reading & Writing Achievement
Mariah Veneziano  Reading Achievement 
Courtney Ward  Reading Achievement 
Shane Wellar  Reading Achievement 
Tobi Yarrison  Reading Achievement 
 
GRADE 7
Olivia Andrews  Reading Achievement 
Karissa Bittinger  Math & Reading Achievement
Jacob Bloom  Math & Reading Achievement
Julia Cingle  Math Achievement 
Morgan Dubbs  Math & Reading Achievement
Moreta Dyke  Math & Reading Achievement
Regan Dyke  Math & Reading Achievement
Savannah Elder  Reading Achievement 
Joshua Emel  Achievement 
Katheryn Flick  Math Achievement 
Caleigh Guenot  Reading Achievement 
Hannah Hemphill  Reading Achievement 
Madelynn Holderman  Math Achievement 
Austin Huyett  Math Achievement 
Mitchell Jenkins  Math & Reading Achievement 
Caylee McCaslin   Math Achievement 
Phoebe McClincy  Math & Reading Achievement 
Kayla O'Leary  Math Achievement 
Madison Roan  Math Achievement 
Carson Spence  Reading Achievement 
Shane Stimer  Reading Achievement 
Mackenzie Stine  Math & Reading Achievement 
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Middle school students enthusiastically enjoyed a visit 
from the Victorian acting troupe Dickens & Compa-

ny, which included Scrooge, Scrooge's  sister Fanny and his 
girlfriend Belle, the Ghost of Christmas Present, and  Mr. 

Charles Dickens himself.

The group sang tra-
ditional Christmas 

songs with the students, 
including I Saw Three 
Ships, which featured a 
musical round sang by 
the three student sections 
in the auditorium seating.    
Mr. Dickens narrated the 
interactive portion of the 

show,  A Christmas Carol, and selected various staff mem-
bers and students to portray characters in the classic drama.  
Ron Hoover gave a convincing performance as Mr. Ebenezer 
Scrooge, pictured at right, with Mrs. Close, who portrayed 
the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come.  Some other characters 
were Scrooge's partner Jacob Marley, portrayed by seventh 

A Christmas Carol - by Dickens & Company
grade student Austin Huyett; The Ghost of Christmas Pres-
ent portrayed by Mr. Dave Jones, and Josh Fye as Scrooge's 
nephew, Fred.  

Everyone left the auditorium in good spirits, as if we had 
all taken a draught from the "cup of human kindness" 

ourselves.  As they used to say in Victorian times, we were all 
well on our way to having a "Happy Christmas." 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION NEWS

At the December Board of Education Reorganization 
Meeting, S. Thomas Letterman was appointed President 

for 2012; Jeffrey Turner was reappointed Vice-President; and 
Timothy Nilson was reappointed PSBA representative.  The 
District bid farewell to former Board President Shirley 

Dudish and 
Boardmember 
Thomas Bowes 
(pictured to the 
left) who both 
decided not to 
run for 
r e - e l e c t i o n .  
Mrs. Dudish 
has served ten 
years on the 

Board of Education and Mr. Bowes has served at two different 
times, for a total of ten years of service.

Junior Katy Livezey is the new student representative for 
the 2011-12 school year.  Katy is a junior and is active in 

National Honor Society, SADD, Student Government, and 
Spanish Club.  Katy recently returned from completing 
missionary work in Uruguay 
and says, "It was a great 
experience and I would do it 
again in a heartbeat.  The 
people were so nice and so 
happy with what they had!  It 
showed me how much we take 
for granted.   Our students 
don't always realize how lucky 
we have it.  Some of the rural 
schools there were just small 
one-room buildings and we have a huge new school building."

Katy plans to become a medical doctor and travel to 
Africa to assist at her grandmother's family ministry.

BEA's newest board members who took office in 
December are Mrs. Susan Butterworth, representing the 

Mountaintop Region, and Mr. Richard Watters, representing 
the East Bald Eagle Region.

Mrs. Butterworth is a 
1990 graduate of Bald 

Eagle Area, born and raised on 
the Mountaintop where she 
still resides with her family.  
She is a proud mother of two, 
Brett (BEA Class of 2002) and 
Emily Butterworth (current 
senior at BEA).  She is an avid 
BEA basketball supporter and 
wife of the Boys Varsity Coach, Bill Butterworth.  Mrs. 
Butterworth is employed by the Penn State University where 
she is an Administrative Assistant for the Dean of Students at 
Penn State Law.  She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends and being "Grammy" to one-year old Nolan.

Mr. Watters says that he is 
very excited to join 

such an outstanding team and 
hopes that his participation 
helps sustain the improvement 
curve that the district is now 
experiencing.   He is a Western 
Pa. native, has been a resident 
of Centre County for all but 
four of the last thirty-three 
years, and has resided in 
Howard Borough for the past six years.  His wife Lydia is a 
proud BEA graduate, and their sons, Dan and Ian, attend the 
BEA Senior and Middle High School.  He has been a Little 
League officer, has been involved in PTA and Booster Club 
activities, and  is  currently involved  in  Boy Scouting.       
Mr. Watters states, "I'm sure that being a school board 
member will be a wonderful experience and I hope that 
members of our District feel free to contact me."
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BEA  
Family PICNIC
     Although the Summer of 2011 seems far away, we 
wanted to share some pictures from our last annual staff pic-
nic.  The picnic, which is held at Bald Eagle State Park,  gives 
BEA families a chance to know each other better.  Right - 
Steve Millward was kind enough to bring kayaks to share;  
Bottom Left -  Parents, grandparents, and kids alike give a 
"thumbs up" to the games;  Bottom Right - Staff members 
brought covered dishes to the picnic and Autumn Tobias (left) 
and Megan Reese think the food is "mmmmmmmm good."

ANNE HOUCK & DIANA WEAVER receive Lauretta Woodson Award

First grade teacher Anne Houck (left) of Mountaintop Elementary and Building Assistant Diana Weaver of Port Matilda 
Elementary were honored by the Centre County Association of School Retirees with the PA Association of School Retirees 

Rodrick, Educational Support Chairman, and CCASR President Sharon Conaway presented the awards at all-school 
assemblies, with all students and staff present.  

Both of these ladies bring much sunshine into their respective schools and communities and are very deserving of this 
award.   CONGRATULATIONS!
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Scenes around WINGATE ELEMENTARY

DISTRICT DIRECTORY

 Administrative Offices
 751 S. Eagle Valley Road   Wingate
    Superintendent of Schools  355-4860
    Business Office   355-5516
    Elementary Supervisor  355-3737
    Food Service   355-8068
    Math Director                                 355-5731
    Plant Supervisor   355-4860
    Reading Director                             353-1413
    Special Education  355-5731
    Technology/Grants  353-1413
    Transportation   355-5516
    Wage Tax Office   355-5961    

 Elementary Schools
    Howard Elementary  625-2423
    Mountaintop Area Elementary  387-6861
    Port Matilda Elementary    692-7429
    Wingate Elementary  355-4872
    

 Middle-High School
    Principal   355-4868
    Athletic Director   355-5721
    Attendance Office  355-5721
    Guidance Office   355-4629

 Central Pennsylvania Institute of
     Science & Technology  359-2793

 Board of School Directors
   S. Thomas Letterman, President and CIU 10 Representative
   Jeffrey C. Turner, Vice-President and CPI Representative
   Timothy E. Nilson, Secretary and PSBA Liaison
   Susan Butterworth
   Mary Ann Hamilton, CPI Representative Alternate
   Theresa D. Peters
   John E. Rougeux
   Tawna Smith
   Richard Watters
   Lloyd A. Rhoades, Treasurer 

While studying about immigrants, fourth-
grade students discover how photos can help 
them comprehend a story.

Parents and friends enjoy the annual Wingate Elementary 
First Grade Thanksgiving presentation.

The Wingate  
Elementary 
PTA purchased 
this floor mat, 
which occupies 
a place of honor 
just inside the 
front doors of 
the school. 

Using hand-made ornaments,  
second-grade students decorate 
the Christmas tree at the 
Administration Building. 
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Kiwi berries, served to the BEA students this past Octo-
ber, were the last of the local foods purchased using the 

$6,320 Project PA Farm to School Grant monies.   Bald Ea-
gle Area was selected as a  “Farm to School” pilot school in 
2010, with the project being funded by the  Pennsylvania De-
partment of Education, Division of 
Food and Nutrition. The local foods 
the students sampled included bison, 
rhubarb, salsa, pears, cheese variet-

kiwi berries.  

What are kiwi berries?  About 
the size of  grapes, kiwi ber-

ries are a small variety of kiwi fruit 
that have a fuzz-free edible skin, 
which makes them a quick and deli-
cious snack.  

Introducing new local foods is all 
a part of teaching our Bald Eagle 

Area students about the adventures 
of healthy eating!
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Bison and Salsa and Pears - OH MY!

Sometimes it is easier to husk corn with the help of a friend, es-
pecially if one of the friends has a broken arm!  Pictured (from 

-
lar, Natalie Nyman, and Abigail Brand.   Corn on the cob was 

the PROJECT PA Farm to School program. 

" The PROJECT PA 
Farm to School Grant 

gives students an 
opportunity to try 

great locally produced 
food from 

neighboring farms, 
which keeps food 

dollars in our local 
economy. " 

~Chef Mark Ott

Mountaintop Elementary 
students had mixed opinions 
after the kiwi berries taste-
testing. Some students stared 
warily at the wrinkled green 
berries on their lunch tray 
- poking them occasionally.  
Some students thought the 
berries were sour, while other 
students quickly popped the 
berries into their mouths with 
gusto and smiles. Pictured to 
the left: Second-grader Brady 
Vallimont seems to like the 
taste of a kiwi berry.

The Port Matilda Food Ser-
vice staff is enjoying the out-
side autumn weather while 
husking corn for student 
lunches.  Pictured: Nancy 
Reese (front);  and  Diane 
Ebeling (left), Jeanne Wo-
odring, and Dorothy Turner.


