
 
CCS Diversity and Technology Conference  

Breakout Session Synopsis 
Time: 8:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 

Location: Cleveland High School 
(Sessions will be held through East Wing down to the Arena.) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
SESSIONS ARE OFFERED 3 TIMES DURING THE MORNING UNLESS NOTED in PARENTHESES. 

08:05 AM-09:05 AM Sessions 

Title: Nearpod 101: Skills, An Introduction 
Presenter: Nearpod Staff 
Synopsis: This workshop is designed for anyone who is brand new to Nearpod and wants to get started 

using Nearpod in their classrooms! Participants will experience all the interactive features, explore the 
Nearpod Lesson Library, learn how to launch both Live and Nearpod Student Paced lessons, and how to 
access post-session reports. 

Location: Room 108 
 
Title: Canvas 
Presenter: Melissa Adams 
Synopsis: This course will dive deeper into Canvas. We will show you how to make tests and connect 

Canvas with PowerSchool. Different security features with testing and cross-listing courses. We will talk 
about the Plagiarism checker we have as well as other features that will help you use the program more 
effectively. 
Location: Room 408 
 
Title: Google Classroom 
Presenter: Emily Raper 
Synopsis: This session will focus on best-practices for utilizing Google Classroom. Participants will 

receive tips and tricks from the presenter while engaging in dialogue with one another on lessons-
learned. 
Location: Room 104 
 
Title: GSuite - Docs, Slides, and Sheets (Offered again during 9:15 session) 
Presenter: K.J. Harris 
Synopsis: This session will be focused on answering attendee questions surrounding GSuite: Docs, 

Slides, and Sheets.  This is a great time to get that nagging question answered and learn something new 
from others' questions! 
Location: Room 422 
 
Title: GSuite - Calendar, Email, Contacts (Offered again during 10:25 session) 
Presenter: Cana Kirksey 
Synopsis: This session will be focused on answering attendee questions surrounding GSuite: Calendar, 

Email, and Contacts.  This is a great time to get that nagging question answered and learn something 
new from others' questions 
Location: Room 424 



 

 

08:05 AM-09:05 AM Sessions 

Title: Flipgrid 
Presenter: Cecily Williams and Loes Riggins 
Synopsis: Flipgrid is an amazing tool for teachers that can be part of formative and summative 

assessments utilizing student recorded video. In this session you'll learn how the tool works and explore 
use cases in the classroom. 
Location: Room 406 
 
Title: K-2 Resources 
Presenter: Ronda Phillips and Tammy Dale 
Synopsis: This session will focus specifically on technology resources for the K-2 classroom. 
Location: Room 516 
 
Title: 3-5 Resources 
Presenter: Greg Towe and Tonya Mullinax 
Synopsis: This session will focus specifically on technology resources for the 3-5 classroom. 
Location: Room 410 
 
Title: GoGuardian 
Presenter: Brett Kirksey 
Synopsis: Best practices on using GoGuardian. How to auto-set up classes to begin and end monitoring. 

How to see a timeline of activity of student usage in you classroom. 
Location: Room 106 
 
Title: ActivPanel Basics 
Presenter: Brittany Hicks, Cyndi Summers, and Cassie Cantrell 
Synopsis: Step-by-step, hands-on instruction will guide participants through learning how to integrate 

their Promethean ActivPanel Solution into daily classroom instruction. As part of this training session, 
learners will explore educational apps, work with integrating existing classroom devices and master 
usage of Promethean hardware. 
Location: Room 212 
 
Title: Basic Troubleshooting for Student Devices and Classlink   
Presenter: Cody Raper, Andy Phillips, and Tech Team  
Synopsis: With technology in the hands of students, sometimes things go wrong. This class will cover 

basic troubleshooting techniques to help get your students back on track faster. 
Location: Room 518 
 
Title: Special Education - Students with Disabilities in the Regular Education Setting 
Presenter: Christy Duncan 
Synopsis: This course will provide the regular ed classroom teacher an overview of the special education 

policy and provide practical strategies for including students with disabilities in the regular education 
setting. 
Location: Room 404 



 
CCS Diversity and Technology Conference  

Breakout Session Synopsis 
Time: 8:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 

Location: Cleveland High School 
(Sessions will be held through East Wing down to the Arena.) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
SESSIONS ARE OFFERED 3 TIMES DURING THE MORNING UNLESS NOTED in PARENTHESES. 

 

08:05 AM-09:05 AM Sessions 

 
Title: Special Education - Managing Your IEP Meeting (Offered One Time ONLY) 
Presenter: David Stone 
Synopsis: This course is intended for any special education teacher. The course will explore strategies 

for planning and conducting meaningful child centered IEP meetings. These simple strategies will 
empower the teacher to conduct a meeting with confidence and purpose while maintaining a collaborative 
relationship with families. 
Location: Room 208 
 
Title: Inclusion Physical Education (Offered again during 10:25 session) 
Presenter: Jamie Baird 
Synopsis: Ideas on how to include all students into the regular physical education setting without 

excluding any student.  
Location: Room 202 
 
Title: Music and Movement   
Presenter: Jay Garcia and Mindy Kiser 
Synopsis: This is a fun way to bring the two specialties together. Applying some of these principles to the 

regular classroom setting can bring students from all backgrounds and abilities together while fun is had 
by all.  
Location: Back of the Library 
 
Title: ESL - Flipping the Classroom: Learning from our Former Language Learners 
Presenter: Christy Duncan 
Synopsis: Cleveland City Schools has 166 Former English Learners - students who have successfully 

demonstrated English Proficiency, completed 4 years of monitoring status, and have exited the ESL 
Program. Many of these FELLs are juniors and seniors nearing the end of their time at Cleveland High 
School. This presentation will give you an opportunity to hear from a panel of these students as they 
share their perspectives on what is was like in their initial stages of learning English. You will learn what 
classroom strategies helped them, what they wish teachers knew about their language learning journey, 
and what has helped keep them on the path toward the finish line as they prepare to graduate from 
Cleveland High School.   

Location: Raider Arena Room 3/4 

 
 
 



 

 

08:05 AM-09:05 AM Sessions 
 
Title: Translation Consideration 
Presenter: Stephen Duncan and Lisa Eason 
Synopsis: Are you looking for ways to better communicate with your non-English speaking families? Help 

is on the way. This workshop is designed to help you effectively use available translation apps and 
websites to improve communication with your NELB families, even if you don't speak another language.   
Location: Raider Arena 48 
 
Title: Restorative Practices 
Presenter: Alicia Kahrs  
Synopsis: Restorative practices provide an approach to preventing and/or constructively addressing 

conflict and harmful behavior. Restorative practices focus on resolving conflict and healing harm. The 
goal in restorative practices is to seek the root cause behind behavior, instead of treating the behavior as 
an isolated symptom. In this session, you will learn more about the philosophy of restorative practices and 
gain some tools and strategies for implementing restorative practices into your classroom. 
Location: Raider Arena 12/13 
 
Title: ACES 
Presenter: Luz Price 
Synopsis: The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) describes all types of abuse, neglect and other 

traumatic childhood experiences. Through this training the hope is to build community awareness around 
ACES, trauma and resilience in order to better understand and serve our children/students.  
Location: Raider Arena 26 
 
Title: SLD: RTI and Referral Process   
Presenter: Sarah Towe and Melissa Freeman 
Synopsis: SLD and RTI: The Referral Process - This session will walk you through the RTI process and 

when the appropriate time is to make a referral for a Specific Learning Disability. We will discuss the whys 
and hows of the process from a student in a Tier 2 group to a student being evaluated for a learning 
disability and everything in between. Part of our session will include a time for questions and answers at 
the end. 
Location: Room 514 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
CCS Diversity and Technology Conference  

Breakout Session Synopsis 
Time: 8:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 

Location: Cleveland High School 
(Sessions will be held through East Wing down to the Arena.) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
SESSIONS ARE OFFERED 3 TIMES DURING THE MORNING UNLESS NOTED in PARENTHESES. 

09:15 AM-10:15 AM Sessions 

Title: Nearpod 102: Skills, Create, and Edit  
Presenter: Nearpod Staff 
Synopsis: The best way to learn how to use Nearpod is to explore the tools, edit, and create 

lessons for your classroom.  Participants will spend time editing and creating a lesson with the 
trainer and learn how to include various interactive features and content materials for the 
students that they teach.  Bring your favorite PowerPoint or Google Slides presentation or 
customize a lesson from the Lesson Library that you will use with your students. 
Location: Room 108 
 
Title: Canvas 
Presenter: Melissa Adams 
Synopsis: This course will dive deeper into Canvas. We will show you how to make tests and connect 

Canvas with PowerSchool. Different security features with testing and cross-listing courses. We will talk 
about the Plagiarism checker we have as well as other features that will help you use the program more 
effectively. 
Location: Room 408 
 
Title: Google Classroom 
Presenter: Emily Raper 
Synopsis: This session will focus on best-practices for utilizing Google Classroom. Participants will 

receive tips and tricks from the presenter while engaging in dialogue with one another on lessons-
learned. 
Location: Room 104 
 
Title: GSuite - Docs, Slides, and Sheets (Last time offered) 
Presenter: K.J. Harris 
Synopsis: This session will be focused on answering attendee questions surrounding GSuite: Docs, 

Slides, and Sheets.  This is a great time to get that nagging question answered and learn something new 
from others' questions! 
Location: Room 422 
 
Title: GSuite - Google Drive (Offered again during 10:25 session) 
Presenter: Sarah Thomas 
Synopsis: This session will be focused on answering attendee questions surrounding GSuite: Drive.  This 

is a great time to get that nagging question answered and learn something new from others' questions 
Location: Room 426 



 

09:15 AM-10:15 AM Sessions 

Title: Flipgrid 
Presenter: Cecily Williams and Loes Riggins 
Synopsis: Flipgrid is an amazing tool for teachers that can be part of formative and summative 

assessments utilizing student recorded video. In this session you'll learn how the tool works and explore 
use cases in the classroom. 
Location: Room 406 
 
Title: K-2 Resources 
Presenter: Ronda Phillips and Tammy Dale 
Synopsis: This session will focus specifically on technology resources for the K-2 classroom. 
Location: Room 516 
 
Title: 3-5 Resources 
Presenter: Greg Towe and Tonya Mullinax 
Synopsis: This session will focus specifically on technology resources for the 3-5 classroom. 
Location: Room 410 
 
Title: GoGuardian 
Presenter: Brett Kirksey 
Synopsis: Best practices on using GoGuardian. How to auto-set up classes to begin and end monitoring. 

How to see a timeline of activity of student usage in you classroom. 
Location: Room 106 
 
Title: ActivPanel Basics 
Presenter: Brittany Hicks, Cyndi Summers, and Cassie Cantrell 
Synopsis: Step-by-step, hands-on instruction will guide participants through learning how to integrate 

their Promethean ActivPanel Solution into daily classroom instruction. As part of this training session, 
learners will explore educational apps, work with integrating existing classroom devices and master 
usage of Promethean hardware. 
Location: Room 212 
 
Title: Basic Troubleshooting for Student Devices and Classlink   
Presenter: Cody Raper, Andy Phillips, and Tech Team  
Synopsis: With technology in the hands of students, sometimes things go wrong. This class will cover 

basic troubleshooting techniques to help get your students back on track faster. 
Location: Room 518 
 
Title: Special Education - Students with Disabilities in the Regular Education Setting 
Presenter: Christy Duncan 
Synopsis: This course will provide the regular ed classroom teacher an overview of the special education 

policy and provide practical strategies for including students with disabilities in the regular education 
setting. 
Location: Room 404 
 



 
CCS Diversity and Technology Conference  

Breakout Session Synopsis 
Time: 8:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 

Location: Cleveland High School 
(Sessions will be held through East Wing down to the Arena.) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
SESSIONS ARE OFFERED 3 TIMES DURING THE MORNING UNLESS NOTED in PARENTHESES. 

 

09:15 AM-10:15 AM Sessions 

Title: Music and Movement   
Presenter: Jay Garcia and Mindy Kiser 
Synopsis: This is a fun way to bring the two specialties together. Applying some of these principles to the 

regular classroom setting can bring students from all backgrounds and abilities together while fun is had 
by all.  
Location: Back of the Library 
 
Title: Establishing an AED Drill Team in Your School  (Offered again during 10:25 session) 

Presenter: Rachel Taylor 

Synopsis: AED drills are required by TN State Law. This session will walk you through the steps of 

establishing a drill team, setting up a drill in your school and the expectations of an AED Emergency Drill.  

Location: Room 206 

 

Title: ELLevation Basics (Offered One Time ONLY) 

Presenter: Erin LaFever 

Synopsis: Ellevation is a database that houses a wealth of information about the English 

Learners in our district. Ellevation Basics will be a tour of this program and an overview of its 

tools. Teachers who attend this session will leave feeling comfortable finding and organizing the 

data that is relevant to them and the English Learners they work with. PLEASE BRING A 

LAPTOP TO THIS SESSION. 

Location: Room 208 
 
Title: ESL - Flipping the Classroom: Learning from our Former Language Learners 
Presenter: Christy Duncan 
Synopsis: Cleveland City Schools has 166 Former English Learners - students who have successfully 

demonstrated English Proficiency, completed 4 years of monitoring status, and have exited the ESL 
Program. Many of these FELLs are juniors and seniors nearing the end of their time at Cleveland High 
School. This presentation will give you an opportunity to hear from a panel of these students as they 
share their perspectives on what is was like in their initial stages of learning English. You will learn what 
classroom strategies helped them, what they wish teachers knew about their language learning journey, 
and what has helped keep them on the path toward the finish line as they prepare to graduate from 
Cleveland High School.   

Location: Raider Arena Room 3/4 



 

09:15 AM-10:15 AM Sessions 

 
Title: Translation Consideration 
Presenter: Stephen Duncan and Lisa Eason 
Synopsis: Are you looking for ways to better communicate with your non-English speaking families? Help 

is on the way. This workshop is designed to help you effectively use available translation apps and 
websites to improve communication with your NELB families, even if you don't speak another language.   
Location: Raider Arena 48 
 
Title: Restorative Practices 
Presenter: Alicia Kahrs  
Synopsis: Restorative practices provide an approach to preventing and/or constructively addressing 

conflict and harmful behavior. Restorative practices focus on resolving conflict and healing harm. The 
goal in restorative practices is to seek the root cause behind behavior, instead of treating the behavior as 
an isolated symptom. In this session, you will learn more about the philosophy of restorative practices and 
gain some tools and strategies for implementing restorative practices into your classroom. 
Location: Raider Arena 12/13 
 
Title: ACES 
Presenter: Luz Price 
Synopsis: The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) describes all types of abuse, neglect and other 

traumatic childhood experiences. Through this training the hope is to build community awareness around 
ACES, trauma and resilience in order to better understand and serve our children/students.  
Location: Raider Arena 26 
 
Title: SLD: RTI and Referral Process   
Presenter: Sarah Towe and Melissa Freeman 
Synopsis: SLD and RTI: The Referral Process - This session will walk you through the RTI process and 

when the appropriate time is to make a referral for a Specific Learning Disability. We will discuss the whys 
and hows of the process from a student in a Tier 2 group to a student being evaluated for a learning 
disability and everything in between. Part of our session will include a time for questions and answers at 
the end. 
Location: Room 514 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CCS Diversity and Technology Conference  

Breakout Session Synopsis 
Time: 8:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 

Location: Cleveland High School 
(Sessions will be held through East Wing down to the Arena.) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
SESSIONS ARE OFFERED 3 TIMES DURING THE MORNING UNLESS NOTED in PARENTHESES. 

10:25 AM-11:25 AM Sessions 
Title: Nearpod 103: Advanced Tips  
Presenter: Nearpod Staff 
Synopsis: In this workshop, participants will learn Advanced Tips for the Nearpod Platform which 

will include Nearpod Notes, How to best utilize the +Add Activities Tab, incorporating Student-
Paced Lessons, Nearpod for Subs, Nearpod integrations with other platforms and our 
Professional Learning Networks. 
Location: Room 108 
 
Title: Canvas 
Presenter: Melissa Adams 
Synopsis: This course will dive deeper into Canvas. We will show you how to make tests and connect 

Canvas with PowerSchool. Different security features with testing and cross-listing courses. We will talk 
about the Plagiarism checker we have as well as other features that will help you use the program more 
effectively. 
Location: Room 408 
 
Title: Google Classroom 
Presenter: Emily Raper 
Synopsis: This session will focus on best-practices for utilizing Google Classroom. Participants will 

receive tips and tricks from the presenter while engaging in dialogue with one another on lessons-
learned. 
Location: Room 104 
 
Title: GSuite - Calendar, Email, Contacts  
Presenter: Cana Kirksey 
Synopsis: This session will be focused on answering attendee questions surrounding GSuite: Calendar, 

Email, and Contacts.  This is a great time to get that nagging question answered and learn something 
new from others' questions 
Location: Room 424 
 
Title: GSuite - Google Drive   
Presenter: Sarah Thomas 
Synopsis: This session will be focused on answering attendee questions surrounding GSuite: Drive.  This 

is a great time to get that nagging question answered and learn something new from others' questions 
Location: Room 426 
 



 

10:25 AM-11:25 AM Sessions 
 
Title: Flipgrid 
Presenter: Cecily Williams and Loes Riggins 
Synopsis: Flipgrid is an amazing tool for teachers that can be part of formative and summative 

assessments utilizing student recorded video. In this session you'll learn how the tool works and explore 
use cases in the classroom. 
Location: Room 406 
 
Title: K-2 Resources 
Presenter: Ronda Phillips and Tammy Dale 
Synopsis: This session will focus specifically on technology resources for the K-2 classroom. 
Location: Room 516 
 
Title: 3-5 Resources 
Presenter: Greg Towe and Tonya Mullinax 
Synopsis: This session will focus specifically on technology resources for the 3-5 classroom. 
Location: Room 410 
 
Title: GoGuardian 
Presenter: Brett Kirksey 
Synopsis: Best practices on using GoGuardian. How to auto-set up classes to begin and end monitoring. 

How to see a timeline of activity of student usage in you classroom. 
Location: Room 106 
 
Title: ActivPanel Basics 
Presenter: Brittany Hicks, Cyndi Summers, and Cassie Cantrell 
Synopsis: Step-by-step, hands-on instruction will guide participants through learning how to integrate 

their Promethean ActivPanel Solution into daily classroom instruction. As part of this training session, 
learners will explore educational apps, work with integrating existing classroom devices and master 
usage of Promethean hardware. 
Location: Room 212 
 
Title: Basic Troubleshooting for Student Devices and Classlink   
Presenter: Cody Raper, Andy Phillips, and Tech Team  
Synopsis: With technology in the hands of students, sometimes things go wrong. This class will cover 

basic troubleshooting techniques to help get your students back on track faster. 
Location: Room 518 
 
Title: Special Education - Students with Disabilities in the Regular Education Setting 
Presenter: Christy Duncan 
Synopsis: This course will provide the regular ed classroom teacher an overview of the special education 

policy and provide practical strategies for including students with disabilities in the regular education 
setting. 
Location: Room 404 



 
CCS Diversity and Technology Conference  

Breakout Session Synopsis 
Time: 8:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 

Location: Cleveland High School 
(Sessions will be held through East Wing down to the Arena.) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
SESSIONS ARE OFFERED 3 TIMES DURING THE MORNING UNLESS NOTED in PARENTHESES. 

 

10:25 AM-11:25 AM Sessions 

 
Title: Establishing an AED Drill Team in Your School  

Presenter: Rachel Taylor 

Synopsis: AED drills are required by TN State Law. This session will walk you through the steps of 

establishing a drill team, setting up a drill in your school and the expectations of an AED Emergency Drill.  

Location: Room 206 

 
Title: Inclusion Physical Education  
Presenter: Jamie Baird 
Synopsis: Ideas on how to include all students into the regular physical education setting without 

excluding any student.  
Location: Room 202 
 
Title: Music and Movement   
Presenter: Jay Garcia and Mindy Kiser 
Synopsis: This is a fun way to bring the two specialties together. Applying some of these principles to the 

regular classroom setting can bring students from all backgrounds and abilities together while fun is had 
by all.  
Location: Back of the Library 
 
Title: ESL - Flipping the Classroom: Learning from our Former Language Learners 
Presenter: Christy Duncan 
Synopsis: Cleveland City Schools has 166 Former English Learners - students who have successfully 

demonstrated English Proficiency, completed 4 years of monitoring status, and have exited the ESL 
Program. Many of these FELLs are juniors and seniors nearing the end of their time at Cleveland High 
School. This presentation will give you an opportunity to hear from a panel of these students as they 
share their perspectives on what is was like in their initial stages of learning English. You will learn what 
classroom strategies helped them, what they wish teachers knew about their language learning journey, 
and what has helped keep them on the path toward the finish line as they prepare to graduate from 
Cleveland High School.   

Location: Raider Arena Room 3/4 

 
 
 



 

 

10:25 AM-11:25 AM Sessions 
 
Title: Translation Consideration 
Presenter: Stephen Duncan and Lisa Eason 
Synopsis: Are you looking for ways to better communicate with your non-English speaking families? Help 

is on the way. This workshop is designed to help you effectively use available translation apps and 
websites to improve communication with your NELB families, even if you don't speak another language.   
Location: Raider Arena 48 
 
Title: Restorative Practices 
Presenter: Alicia Kahrs  
Synopsis: Restorative practices provide an approach to preventing and/or constructively addressing 

conflict and harmful behavior. Restorative practices focus on resolving conflict and healing harm. The 
goal in restorative practices is to seek the root cause behind behavior, instead of treating the behavior as 
an isolated symptom. In this session, you will learn more about the philosophy of restorative practices and 
gain some tools and strategies for implementing restorative practices into your classroom. 
Location: Raider Arena 12/13 
 
Title: ACES 
Presenter: Luz Price 
Synopsis: The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) describes all types of abuse, neglect and other 

traumatic childhood experiences. Through this training the hope is to build community awareness around 
ACES, trauma and resilience in order to better understand and serve our children/students.  
Location: Raider Arena 26 
 
Title: SLD: RTI and Referral Process   
Presenter: Sarah Towe and Melissa Freeman 
Synopsis: SLD and RTI: The Referral Process - This session will walk you through the RTI process and 

when the appropriate time is to make a referral for a Specific Learning Disability. We will discuss the whys 
and hows of the process from a student in a Tier 2 group to a student being evaluated for a learning 
disability and everything in between. Part of our session will include a time for questions and answers at 
the end. 
Location: Room 514  


