
 1 

 

STRATEGIES  

and 

TOOLS 
https://penfieldclassmanage.wikispaces.com/ 

 

     

      



 2 

Chat and Go Questions 
Strategies to Engage the Mind of the Learner, Rachel Billmeyer 

 

This strategy is used to engage students in informal but focused conversations 

about their readings.  It helps students develop and practice their active listening 

and inquiry skills.   

 

Before using this strategy, the teacher should define and model active listening 

and questioning skills.  The teacher should also model responding to a question as a 

group member would to help prepare students to participate. 

 

How To: 
 

• Create a list of open ended questions.   

• Each question should be on an individual slip of paper. 

• Fold the papers and put them in a basket or lunch bag. 

• Put students in small groups of 3-4.   

• Each student draws a question, reads it and shares the response with 

their group.   

• If the student draws a question that is not relevant, he should draw a 

different question. 

• Do not put the question strip back into the bag after responding to a 

question. 

• Students in the group can ask questions of the student who is 

answering a question slip. 

• Teacher can circulate to monitor conversations. 

• For closure, do a whole group selected share. 

 

Other Uses: 
 

• This strategy can be used as a review of a previous day’s lesson. 

• It can be used to activate students’ prior knowledge of a topic. 

• It can be a sponge activity when a lesson runs short. 

• This can be used as a summary activity. 

• It can be used as an extension to stretch student thinking. 

• Questions can be geared to different thinking skills to differentiate. 
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Say Something 
Pathways to Understanding, Laura Lipton and Bruce Wellman 

 

This is a paired reading strategy developed by Jermone Harste for constructing 

meaning from text-based information.  Through structured exchanges, partners 

develop relationships between new information and what they already know or 

believe.  Thinking out loud, supported by attentive listening, increases individual 

and shared understanding. 
 

How To: 
 

• Partners read silently to a designated stopping point.   

• When both are ready, they each have a turn to “say something” about 

what they have just read 

• The “something” might be a question, a brief summary, a key point, and 

interesting idea or a new connection. 

• Once they have both had an opportunity to “say something”, the 

process continues.   

• Pairs read to the next designated stopping point, “say something” and 

so on until the selection is completed. 

• Once all students are ready, the class engages in a discussion of the 

text. 
 

Other Uses: 
 

• This strategy can be used as a review of a previous day’s lesson by 

having students read their notes. 

• It can be used to activate students’ prior knowledge of a topic 

especially as an introduction to a new unit. 

• A variation would be to have the students read the entire selection 

silently, highlighting words or phrases that capture interesting or 

important ideas. 

• This strategy can be used to have students evaluate an exemplar for 

specific attributes. (For example - Here is a well written five 

paragraph essay.) 
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Graffiti or Ready … Rotate 
Why Didn’t I Learn this in College?, Paula Rutherford 

 

This strategy involves students in responding to prompts or answering questions in 

pairs or small groups.  It can be used for brainstorming or summarization.  If using 

Graffiti, chart paper is posted around the room and students move from sheet to 

sheet in small groups.  When you are using the Ready . . . Rotate version, the paper 

moves from table to table and the students don’t. 
  

How To: 
 

• Using large sheets of chart paper create a different question, topic, 

issue, prompt or statement related to the concept being studied.   

• Students work in pairs or small groups of 3 or 4 to respond to each of 

the sheets. 

• Student groups can use different color markers to ensure that all 

answer all sheets and track contributions. 

• After a designated amount of time, the teacher signals for the group 

to move to a new sheet (Graffiti) or to pass the sheet to the next 

group (Ready…Rotate). 

• The goal is to have each group add a unique response to each sheet so 

that many ideas are represented.   
 

Other Uses: 
 

• The charts can be used as an introduction to a topic to access 

students’ prior knowledge or misconceptions. 

• It can serve as a review of a lesson or unit as well as a brainstorm of 

ideas. 

• Students can be asked to create non-linguistic representations in 

addition to words. 
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Line Up 
Summarization in Any Subject, Rick Wormeli 

 

This strategy involves students in arranging themselves in a line according to a set 

of criteria.  It can expose students’ misconceptions as well as valid connections 

that the teacher may have missed.  It also allows students to hear how their 

classmates are thinking about the material and it get them moving and interacting 

about a topic. This is a strategy that can also be used to get students to take and 

defend a position on a topic.  It can help evoke curiosity and heighten attention and 

focus prior to instruction or a class discussion.  It is also a great summarization 

technique to help solidify students’ understanding. 
 

How To: 
 

• Tell students that they will be lining up according to criteria you will 

provide.   

• Give each student a card with information written on one side. 

• After they have seen the information, each student should determine 

where they would stand in line.   

• As they are lining up, students can discuss the relationship of 

everyone’s position, pose questions, disagree, explain rationales, and 

do anything that enables the group to come to a consensus. 

• The goal is to be 100 percent accurate, and the students can use each 

other to achieve it.   
 

Other Uses: 
 

• Students can be asked to place themselves on a continuum according 

to whether they agree or disagree with a controversial statement or 

opinion. 

• This strategy can be used as a review of a previous day’s lesson. 

• Students can be asked to sequence a story, the steps in a process, 

taxonomy, etc. 

• Instead of a line, students can put themselves in a circle to represent 

a cycle or in groups to represent categories or patterns. 
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Here is the answer – 

What are the questions? 
A twist on Jeopardy 
Silver, Strong and Associates 

 
This strategy can be used to promote divergent thinking as well as review a 

concept or topic.  It can be used as a sponge activity or a ticket out the door. 

   

How To: 
 

• Determine the topic or idea.  This is the “answer”. 

• Write it on the board or tell them. 

• Have students individually or in groups brainstorm all of the possible 

questions that would fit this “answer”. 

 

 

Example:  The answer is Abraham Lincoln 

 

Students might generate questions such as: 

 

Who was the president during the Civil War? 

Which president was the first one assassinated? 

Which president was replaced by Andrew Johnson? 

Who is generally recognized by a beard, and stovepipe hat? 

Who wrote the Gettysburg Address? 

Whose wife was Mary Todd? 

Which Illinois politician became known for a series of debates with Stephen 

Douglas in a campaign for a senate seat? 

Who issued the Emancipation Proclamation? 

Who said, “A house divided against itself, cannot stand.”? 

Which president is remembered by a monument in Washington D.C. which includes a 

seated statue and marble columns? 

Who is the guy on the poster in the back of the room? 
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First Turn/Last Turn 
Pathways to Understanding, Laura Lipton and Bruce Wellman 

 
This is a strategy to use with reading material that may be dense or controversial.  

Students will have an opportunity to have an audience for their ideas and be 

allowed to express them without interruption. 

 

How To: 
 

• Create groups of students.  These groups can be anywhere in size 

from 4 - 8.   

• Group members individually read the selected material and highlight 2 

or 3 items that could be points they agree with, points they disagree 

with, provocative statements, interesting facts or something else that 

catches attention. 

• You may want to limit the amount of text that can be highlighted.  For 

example, not more than two sentences per point to prevent students 

who don’t want to make a decision from saying that they selected page 

2 of the reading. 

• Determine which student in a group will begin.  That student will share 

one item that is highlighted, first turn, but not comment on it.  This 

can be very difficult for students and will need to be modeled. 

• Group members comment - in round robin fashion, about the item 

without any cross talk. 

• The person who first shared the item then shares his or her thinking 

about the item and takes the last turn, making the final comments. 

• Repeat the pattern around the table counter clockwise. 

• You may allot time for students to have a general discussion in their 

group at the end. 

 
Round-robin is a highly structured participation strategy.  Group members speak in 

turns, moving around the table in one direction. There should be no cross talk.  You 

may only speak when it is your turn to comment. 
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Shared Verbal Fluency 
Pathways to Understanding, Laura Lipton and Bruce Wellman 

 

This strategy involves students in a pair to help them focus on a particular topic.  

This is especially useful when making a transition to a new topic or if students have 

prior knowledge, feelings or a need to debrief about a topic. 
 

How To: 
 

• Have students sit in pairs with chairs facing one another 

• Students should not have anything in their hands. 

• In the pair, one student should be designated as A and one as B. 

• Announce the topic and allow students a few minutes to think about 

what they want to say. 

• On cue from the teacher, student A begins talking without stop about 

the topic. 

• Student B cannot comment, answer questions or participate in any way 

other than active listening. 

• After two minutes, the teacher says, “switch!” and student B begins 

talking about the same topic while student A practices active 

listening. 

• After two minutes, the teacher says, “switch!” and student A begins 

talking about the same topic while student B practices active listening. 

• After 30 seconds, the teacher says, “switch!” and student B begins 

talking about the same topic while student A practices active 

listening. 

• After 30 seconds, the teacher says, “stop”. 
 

Other Uses: 
 

• This strategy can be used as a review of a previous day’s lesson. 

• To refocus the class, students can be asked to talk about a topic that 

is distracting, such as returning from vacation. 

• If there is time, the teacher can lead a whole group debrief. 
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Stir the Class 
Why Didn’t I Learn this in College?, Paula Rutherford 

 

This strategy is used to tap into prior knowledge about a topic or review examples 

of a concept.  It also allows students to focus on the topic and can help surface 

misconceptions. 

 

How To: 
 

• Provide students with a data collection sheet.  This can be numbered 

or a grid of boxes.  If you prefer, students can use simple lined 

notebook paper for the activity. 

• Determine the heading for the list using a broad enough category to 

allow for multiple answers. 

• Students begin their own list by adding three responses to the sheet. 

• Encourage students to come up with at least one response that is 

“unique” or less common. 

• Signal students to move around the room collecting responses from 

other students while providing responses to others. 

• After an appropriate amount of time, students return to their seats 

and review the list of responses. 

• At this point, students can compare lists, prioritize the lists, and/or 

indicate items that they disagree with or don’t understand.    
 

Other Uses: 
 

• The charts can be used to create a class summary of thinking on a 

topic. 

• It can be a creative brain storming for problem solving. 

• Some examples of sentence starters are: 

o Ways to use… 

o Causes of… 

o Effects of… 

o Examples of… 

o Facts about… 

o Questions about… 
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One Word Summary 
Summarization in Any Subject, Rick Wormeli 

 

 

This strategy is used to engage students in summarization of a topic.  It can be 

done as individuals and then shared with a small group.  It is also useful as an exit 

activity to gauge student understanding of a topic. 

 

How To: 
 

• Let students know what will be summarized – the lesson, a unit, a 

specific portion of a topic, a concept, a person, an event, etc.   

• The student must choose one word that summarizes the topic and 

then write a half to full page explanation of why she/he choose that 

word. 

• In the student’s writing, the critical attributes of the topic should be 

evident. 

• The choice of the word for the summary is less important than the 

rationale the student offers for the choice.   

 

Other Uses: 
 

• This strategy can be used after the class collectively brainstorms a 

list of possible words.  It can then be narrowed down to a small group 

of words from which each student can choose. 

• A student can also choose to refute a particular word as an example 

of a good one word summary.  This still allows for the analysis of the 

topic. 

• Provide students with a specific prompt to analyze. 

 

Examples of teacher created prompts –  

 

Manufacture is not the best word to describe photosynthesis. 

 

Opportunity is the best word to describe the problems in the meat packing 

industry in the US in the late 1800s.  
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3-2-1 Summary 
Summarization in Any Subject, Rick Wormeli 

 

 

This strategy is used to engage students in summarization of a topic.  It can be 

done as a written summary but also expanded to include oral or non-linguistic and 

artistic responses.  It is also useful as an exit activity to gauge student 

understanding of a topic. 

 

How To: 
 

• Create a template for student responses.  An example is attached 

which can easily be modified. 

• You might also choose to have students write the numbers 3-2-1 on 

the left side of their own paper or an index card leaving a few lines 

between each number. 

• Announce or post the prompts for each number.   

• The prompts can be general or topic specific. 

• General prompts might be: three new ideas from today's lesson, two 

things the student is still confused about, one connection a student 

made to another topic. 

 

Other Uses: 
 

• This strategy can be used as a review of a previous day’s lesson by 

creating more topic specific prompts. 

• Topic specific prompts:  ELA example:  Three characters that showed 

courage, two examples of foreshadowing, and one type of conflict in a 

novel.  Math example:  List three applications for slope, y-intercept 

knowledge in the professional world. Identify two skills that someone 

must have to determine slope and y-intercept from a set of points on 

a plane.  If (x1, y1) are the coordinates of point W on a plane and (x2, 

y2) are the coordinates of a different point, Y, then what is the slope 

of line WY? 

• It can be used to review key points from text or multimedia. 

• It can be a sponge activity when a lesson runs short. 

• It can be used as an extension to stretch student thinking. 

• Questions can be geared to different thinking skills to differentiate. 
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3.2.1 Summary 
 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Visual Synectics  
Pathways to Understanding, Laura Lipton and Bruce Wellman 

 

This strategy promotes creative and fluid thinking.  The word synectics has Greek 

roots - "syn" - brining together, "ectics" - diverse elements.  Students compare 

two things that are not ordinarily compared.  Modeling may be necessary for 

younger students and the first few times you use this strategy. 
 

 

How To: 
 

• Prepare pictures of simple objects using clip art or photographs.  The 

pictures can be a mix of organic and man made objects. 

• The pictures can be put on the smartboard, in a power point show or 

mounted on index cards or cardstock.  

• Students work in pairs or small groups of 3 or 4. 

• Each group can be provided with a different picture or students can 

be offered a choice of pictures. 

• Students respond to the following question,  

 "How is ____ (concept, topic) like ____ (object in picture)?" 

• The goal is to have each group is to add a unique response that 

expands the students' understanding of the attributes of the 

concept. 
 

Other Ideas: 
 

• Instead of pictures, have the class generate a short list of animals or 

objects.  Then provide them with the prompt, "A  _____ is like a 

____ because... " Student groups create a comparison for each of the 

items. 

• It can serve as a review of a lesson. 

• Students can be asked to choose between two possibilities - "_____ is 

more like _____ than ______ because...". 
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Inter-VENN-tion  
Pathways to Understanding, Laura Lipton and Bruce Wellman 

 

This strategy provides an interactive introduction to the use of graphic organizers 

as well as a way to building connections and understanding.  It provides a useful 

visual display of characteristics which are similar and different about a topic or 

idea.  The Venn can then be used to launch discussion, writing or further study.  It 

is a four step strategy that follows the pattern of individual to small group work.   
 

How To: 
 

• Individual Me-Maps - students work on their own with a simples circle.   

Students are instructed to complete the circle with words and short 

phrases about a story character, a historical person, or themselves 

according to the instructions. 

• Partner Up - pair the students to have them compare their 

information discovering similarities and differences and complete the 

traditional Venn diagram of two overlapping circles. 

• Pairs Squared - each pair finds another pair and the partners talk 

about their Venn. This is an efficient way to move students into larger 

groups and since some relationship has already been developed 

between the original pairs the social demands of the new configuration 

is less difficult for most students. 
  

Other Ideas: 
 

• Students can be asked to place the information from the pairs 

squared comparison on a new Venn diagram.   

• Students can be asked to share common information as a large group. 

• Create groups of four with two partner groups coming together to 

complete a Venn with four overlapping circles.  This can take some 

time and become complex as students sort information into the 

various areas of the diagram.  

• Students should have experience and practice with the two attribute 

diagram before working with the three or more. 
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Bluffarama or the Bluffing Game 
 

This strategy involves students in reviewing information from a previous lesson, 

unit or reading.  It is great as an activity to get all students involved in a 

competitive spirit with some movement.  It is great for when you need to shake 

things up a bit or have a few minutes at the end of a lesson and want to make good 

use of the time. 
 

How To: 
 

• Divide the class into two teams and determine which team will begin.  

That team will be referred to as team A.   

• Teacher asks Team A the question.  Example – Who can name the four 

underlying causes of the Great War? 

• Any student who knows the answer should stand up.  A student who is 

on Team A and wants to bluff (pretend to know the answer) can also 

stand up.  Give them about 10 seconds to decide and then use a bell or 

signal to freeze.  Not setting a time limit and signal to freeze 

sometimes causes students to pop up and down making it difficult to 

determine their intent. 

• A member of the opposing team, Team B, chooses one of the students 

standing on Team A to answer the question. 

• If the chosen student answers correctly, Team A gets the number of 

points equal to the number of students standing. 

• If the chosen student answers incorrectly, Team A loses the number 

of points equal to the number of students standing. 

• All Team A students sit and the teacher then asks a question to Team 

B. 

• Students on Team B stand if they know the answer or want to bluff 

and the process repeats. 

• You may want include a rule that the same student cannot be called on 

two times in a row. 

Other Uses: 
 

• The teacher can randomly choose a student who is standing to answer 

the question instead of having an opponent do it. 

• Have students create the questions prior to day that you are playing 

the game or have students in one class create the questions for 

students in another class. 


