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Statement Regarding Initial Guidance on School Reopening 
 
To the Dracut Public Schools Community: 
 
Today the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) released Initial 
Guidance on the reopening of schools in Massachusetts this coming fall.  Based upon the current 
medical situation, the expectation today is that students will return to full in-person instruction in 
September.  That is, however, subject to change based upon how the medical situation develops. 
 
Among the information provided in today’s Initial Fall School Reopening Guidance: 

• Current medical research supports a safe in-person return to school - with preventive 
measures in place - as infection and transmission rates are lower for children than adults. 

• Masks/face coverings will be required for all students in Grade 2 and above and for all 
adults; they are recommended for students in Grade 1 and below. 

• Preventive measures include masks/face coverings, physical distancing, handwashing, 
and cleaning frequently touched surfaces. 

• Based upon current medical research, and in conjunction with other preventive measures, 
a minimum physical distance of three feet has been established. 

Rest assured, teams of district staff have already been working on the many issues raised in the 
Initial Guidance for some weeks.  In the coming days, our leadership team will be reviewing the 
document and continuing our planning, as well as engaging in planning with district educators.  
This is “Initial Guidance.”  There will be further guidance coming to us in July on many 
important issue including transportation, athletics, and more. 
 
While the guidance emphasizes that students returning to school is a primary objective, 
consistent with the guidance, we have already been developing plans for full remote learning 
should another wave of the virus emerge, as well as a hybrid model, where we would combine 
some in-person learning with some form of remote learning. 

Much of the guidance provides a framework for health and safety protocols that will need to be 
in place when we open our schools.  Nothing is more important than the health and safety of our 
students and employees.  Guided by a prior DESE guidance document on the purchase of health 
and safety materials, a team has been working on the purchase of personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and cleaning supplies.  We have already purchased over $100,000 in supplies, and in the 
coming months we will increase our inventories even more dramatically.   Our facilities 
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department has also already begun making alterations to our facilities to ensure our schools are 
prepared to open in the fall in the safest possible condition. 

I understand the anxiety that exists given concerns about the virus.  I encourage you to read 
through the Initial Guidance, particularly in regards to the medical information it contains.  As 
the document details, “… health and safety requirements have been developed in collaboration 
with infectious disease physicians, pediatricians and public health experts from the 
Massachusetts General Brigham Health System and the Massachusetts chapter of American 
Academy of Pediatrics. Our process has included a thorough review of guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO), as well as available 
medical literature on COVID-19 related to children and school settings. Finally, the MA 
COVID-19 Command Center Medical Advisory Board, made up of physicians and other health 
experts, has carefully reviewed the health and safety requirements for in-person learning…”    

There are many unknowns remaining.  Over the summer much more will be learned about the 
trajectory of the virus and the implications for what learning will look like in September.  I will 
be providing as much information as possible as additional guidance is released and our plans to 
support the academic, social and emotional needs of our students begin to solidify.  I thank 
everyone for their continued patience and understanding.  As always, if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me directly at sstone@dracutps.org.     

 

Sincerely, 

 
Steven Stone 
Superintendent of Schools 
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