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CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 
 
Grade Level(s): 6th 
 
Description of the Task: Use statistical data to analyze the effectiveness of music promotion. Create 
and implement strategies to improve statistical results. 
 
Indiana Mathematics Content Standards: 6.DS.2 Formulate statistical questions; collect and organize 
the data (e.g., using technology); display and interpret the data with graphical representations (e.g., using 
technology). 
 
Indiana Mathematics Process Standards: PS.2: Reason abstractly and quantitatively 
 
Mathematics Content Goals: Read and interpret statistical data, recreate data in graph form, develop 
and implement strategies to increase statistical outcomes, compare graph result over a period of time 
 
Language Objectives: Students will be able to use the terms; increase, decrease, percentage, and graph 
in proper context 
 
Materials: iPad, Chart Maker app, social media statistics (computer, internet, projector) 

 
 
THE LESSON 
 
Before:  

• Activate prior knowledge Post the analytics from two YouTube videos; Whip and Nae Nae 
and Friday. Ask students what they can learn from the information? Compare and contrast the 
information. 

o What are the different types of data that are posted? 
o What does the information tell you? 
o How can an artist or manager use this information?  
o Why do some artists have data numbers while others don’t? 
o What are ways that artists can use data to build an audience? 

• Be sure the problem is understood  
o We are going to build an audience for our YouTube page and develop ways to increase 

the number of views it receives 
• Establish clear expectations  

o We will use Chart Maker app to track the week-by-week progress of our YouTube page. 
The class will choose which sets of data to track. 

 
During:  

• Let go, Students will observe, input, and track weekly data from youTube on their iPad using an 
app called Chart Maker. Students will graph the data into their iPad and will view the data over 
time. Students will discuss trends and share ideas about what affects trends. Students will divide 
into teams to discuss promotion to increase viewership. Groups will share their insights with 



their peers. The entire class will choose strategies to implement in order to increase the number 
of views that the YouTube channel receives. 

• Listen actively, Circulate the room and listen to the ideas that groups discuss. Facilitate 
discussion if necessary.  

• Provide appropriate support Ask guiding questions to help direct discussion 
• Provide worthwhile extensions. Each week, the class will review and improve or create ideas. 

Visit or Skype with a marketing expert. 
 
After:  

• Promote a mathematical community of learners “Marketing” teams will present promotional 
ideas to increase viewership of the classroom webpage. Class members will discuss whether or 
not ideas could be effective. 

• Listen actively without evaluation The teacher will facilitate discussion and will allow the class 
members to make evaluative statements 

• Make connections  
o How do you think professional musicians handle data? 
o Could one of our songs go viral? 
o Could you create your own social media pages and create a following? 
o How can we appeal to women? men? the elderly? different races? different countries? 

• Summarize main ideas Terminology and comprehension will be reinforced weekly through 
consistent use. Write terms on the board and be sure that the children use the terms when 
describing outcomes. Post definitions of key terms. Make a “word wall” of symbols. (How will 
you formalize the main ideas of the lesson? How will you reinforce appropriate terminology, 
definitions, or symbols?) 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Observe: When students gather and input data I will have them compare their graphic representations to 
those of others. Students will work together to make sure that results are recorded correctly. I will do 
this in two ways; one, by circulating around the room and, two, by having groups explain the effect of a 
certain promotional idea by the graphical representation. I will look for understanding by listening to the 
terms that children use to explain the data and by their ability to explain the effectiveness of a 
promotional idea. I will ask various students to come forward and explain the results to the rest of the 
class. 
 
Ask:  
Why are statistics important? 
How can you use statistics to improve a product?  
How can you use statistics to evaluate your progress? 
If statistics are low, what can that tell you? 
 
 


