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STUCK with trying to find “Common Core” compatible ELA resources???  

Well, look no further listed below are some great sources for finding 

informational text online! 

 http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/ Online Newspaper Directory for the 

World 

 http://newsmap.jp/ News map – Wordle for newspapers  

 http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/flash/ - Front pages of top news 

stories 

 http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/ - PBS online text 

 http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/ - New York Times Learning Network 

 

Want another cool resource???  

Check this out! Once you find a great short article (preferably related to the science and social 

studies content) you can use http://www.joliprint.com/  to convert the web-based article into a pdf 

document (and get rid of the web junk on the left and right of the webpage). 

 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts 

North Carolina Assessment Specifications Summary 

Weight Distributions for Grades 6-8 Assessments 

Standard Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

Reading for Literature 32-36% 34-38% 31-35% 

Reading for Information 41-45% 41-45% 42-46% 

Writing NA NA NA 

Speaking and Listening NA NA NA 

Language 21-25% 19-23% 20-24% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 

 North Carolina Department of Public Instruction-Division of Accountability Services       

June 29, 2012  
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Web-based Informational Text Resources 

Secondary Level 
Title of Informational 

Site 
URL or Text Source Brief description (quoted from 

source, if possible) 

“Teaching Kids News” teachingkidsnews.com   “Timely, relevant news articles for kids, 
Educators in The classroom and parents 
at home.” 

“Scholastic News On-
line” 

www.scholastic.com/activities/sch
olasticnews/index.html   

“A free resource w/breaking news 
and highlights from the print magazine.” 

“Time for Kids” www.timeforkids.com/  “TIME For Kids is a weekly classroom news 
Magazine that motivates kids to read! 
Issues cover a wide range of real-world 
Topics kids love to learn about.” 

“Weekly Reader” www.weeklyreader.com  (pay-
site, but free articles available) 

“. . . cutting edge, curriculum-rich 
supplemental materials. . .” “Weekly 
Reader magazines and digital content 
are built on a reading- comprehension 
framework and a scope and sequence 
that provide teachers with a systematic, 
sequential progression of vocabulary 
and concept complexity.” 

“AVID Weekly” avidweekly.org (subscription 
required) 

Access to a wide variety of informational 
articles. They are leveled and high interest 
topics. * Note: Many articles from this site 
score higher than the qualitative ranges for 
text (i.e. Lexiles) set by the Common 
Core State Standards. Therefore, this resource 
Is likely best-suited for advanced middle 
Level readers. 

“Mental Floss” www.mentalfloss.com  For the record: mental_floss magazine is 
an intelligent read, but not too intelligent. 
we're the sort of intelligent that you hang 
out with for a while, enjoy our company, 
laugh a little, smile a lot and then we part 
ways. Great times. And you only realize how 
much you learned from us after a little while. 
Like a couple days later when you're impressing 
your friends with all these intriguing facts 
and things you picked up from us, and they 
ask you how you know so much, and you think 
back on that great afternoon you spent with 
us and you smile. 

“Scope” magazine www.scholastic.com/scope (pay 
subscription, but some articles and 
lesson plans are free) 

 Includes literary nonfiction, reader’s theater, 
Videos as companions for articles, and more. 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/activities/scholasticnews/index.html
http://www.scholastic.com/activities/scholasticnews/index.html
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.weeklyreader.com/
http://www.mentalfloss.com/
http://www.scholastic.com/scope
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Common Core Standards Shorthand

R 1. Inferences/evidence 

R 2. Central ideas/themes/summary 

R 3. Individuals/events/ideas 

R 4. Vocabulary/word choice 

R 5. Text structure/organization 

R 6. Point of view/purpose 

R 7. Content in diverse media 

R 8. Arguments/evidence 

R 9. Comparison of texts/authors 

R 10. Complex text 

 

W 1. Write arguments 

W 2. Write to inform/explain 

W 3. Write narratives 

W 4. Clear/coherent writing 

W 5. Plan/revise/edit 

W 6. Use technology 

W 7. Conduct research 

 

 

W 8. Gather/synthesize information 

W 9. Write to sources (draw 

evidence) 

W 10. Write routinely  

 

S&L 1. Academic 

discourse/collaboration 

S&L 2. Content in diverse media 

S&L 3. Point of view 

S&L 4. Present findings 

S&L 5. Use media 

S&L 6. Adapt speech/command of 

formal English 

 

L 1. Standard English grammar 

L 2. Standard English mechanics 

L 3. Style/effective language choices 

L 4. Vocabulary strategies 

L 5. Figurative language/word 

relationships 

L 6. Academic/domain-specific 

vocabulary 

 


