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Wilcox County Board of Education
Board Functions for Community
This information is to acquaint you with how the Board of Education of the Wilcox County Public School System is structured and how it operates.  Public control of education is one of the cornerstones of a free society.  The people exercise that control through their Board of Education.  So that you can take a more active part in its deliberations and operations, this information will explain how you can bring matters of concern to the attention of the Board.  We hope that this introduction will be just the starting point for your understanding and support of affairs.  
school board
The Wilcox County Board of Education is the elected governing body of our school district.  It is responsible for developing the policies and guidelines that provide the philosophic orientation and set the direction for the administration of the school district.  
· Provide local control and instill community priorities in our public schools.
· Establish and oversee the administration of a $4 million budget each year by providing tax money for maintenance and operation of the schools.
· Serve as board of directors for an institution with 2,247 students and 375 employees.
· Provide a successful educational program for our children.
The Wilcox County Board of Education encourages your attendance at its meetings.  Your participation is welcomed and you are encouraged to express your views on matters affecting our schools.

board members

The Wilcox County Board of Education is composed of six citizens elected to serve overlapping terms of six years each.  At the end of his/her term, a board member wishing to continue service to the community must be reelected to an additional six-year term.  State law does not limit the number of terms a board member may serve.  The Board elects officers at the annual meeting in November.
	District
	Board member
	term expiration

	1
	Atty. Donald McLeod
	2014

	2
	Mr. Lester Turk
	2014

	3
	Rev. Darryl Perryman
	2012

	4
	Mr. Joseph Pettway, Jr.
	2012

	5
	Mr. Clifford Twilley
	2010

	6
	Mr. Bernard Martin, Jr.
	2010


The Wilcox County Board of Education holds membership in the Alabama Association of School Boards.

superintendent of schools                                                                                  

The Superintendent of Schools is appointed by the Board and acts as its executive officer in administering its policies in the operation of the schools.  Superintendent also acts as advisor in keeping the Board informed of the needs and progress of the schools.  

board meetings

The Board of Education meets regularly on the second Wednesday of each month at Camden School of Arts & Technology, 303 Broad Street, Camden, Alabama (subject to changes).
All meetings start at 5:30 p.m.  Occasionally a holiday occurs on Wednesday and will alter the schedule.  In such case, a public notice is made well in advance of the change of date.  Special Board meetings are rarely called.  However, when a need does arise public notice is given.  All official business of the Board is transacted in open session and minutes are recorded.

Meetings of the Board follow a standard agenda.  Normally, at the con​clusion of the agenda, there is recognition of visitors.  During this portion of the meeting, any resident of Wilcox County is permitted to make a brief statement, express his viewpoint, or ask a question regarding matters related to the school system.  It is the desire of the Board to make this time available to residents, but if the pressure of business or circumstances dictates, the Board president may decide to limit the amount of time for this portion of the agenda.

Note:  The Board’s function is decision making.  It wants to hear the sentiments of the public to assist in making those decisions, but time spent answering routine questions or criticisms must not be taken from important Board business.  If a resident has a question about the operation of the schools, he/she is encouraged to contact the teacher or administrator closest to the situation.  Experience has shown that this is the best procedure.  The questioner gets a response immediately and directly.

board actions

No one person or group of persons acts in the name of the Board of Education.  When an item of business comes before them in the form of a motion, it is necessary that a majority of the board members present vote in favor of the motion before it becomes official.  No less than four board members must be present to conduct an official board meeting.

The Board has complete and final control over local school matters subject only to limitation imposed by State Law, Rules and Regulations of the State Department of Public Instruction, or common law.  Primarily, the Board has the responsibility to establish policies by which the Wilcox County Schools are operated.  To carry out these policies, the Board employs admin​istrators, teachers, and classified personnel.

Appearance before board

Delegation or individual who wishes to appear before the Board shall submit the request to the Superintendent five days prior to the meeting date.  Such request shall specify the nature of the business, name of person addressing the Board, and the approximate time the matter will take.

The Board is not obligated to recognize any delegation or individual if the matter has not been placed on the agenda.  

Resolving issues and appealing decisions

Members of the Wilcox County Board of Education are your elected representatives and they welcome your ideas, opinions, and concerns.  If you have a specific problem that requires attention, the Board recommends the following course of action in resolving issues:
1. Many issues result from incomplete information, misinterpretation, or miscommunication.  The Board encourages you to attempt to resolve the concern with those immediately involved in the situation at the school level.

2. If the situation remains unsatisfactory, it should be brought to the attention of the building principal.

3. Unresolved issues should subsequently be addressed with district administration.  The Superintendent is responsible for the management of the school district and has authority for all administrative decisions.  
4. The Board is the final level of appeal for any administrative decision or policy issue.

5. If an issue remains unresolved after exhausting all avenues for resolution, a Board Hearing may be requested by calling the Superintendent’s Office at 334.682.4716.

Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer
It is the official policy of the Wilcox County Board of Education that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, disability, gender, religion, creed, age, national or ethnic origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program, activity, or employment.

Telephone: 334.682.4716          Fax: 334.682.4179           Website: www.wilcox.k12.al.us









