
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I am writing to inform you about a concern, and a new policy, regarding vaping and e-cigarette 
possession and use in the Arkport Central School District.  On October 15, I will be sharing some 
important information with students regarding both the dangers of vaping and our new school policy.  I 
want both students and parents to be fully aware of the problem, our efforts to address it, and the 
consequences for breaking this part of the Code of Conduct.   

In NYS, the sale of e-cigarettes and related paraphernalia is limited (by law) to individuals over the age of 
18.  In some areas, such as New York City, the age is 21.  This is due to the fact that researchers, law 
makers, and law enforcement are seeing both an increase in use among adolescents and greater 
knowledge about the health risks related to vaping.  Neither the law nor the FDA is able to keep up with 
this growing problem; however, we are obligated as educators to update our policies at the district level, 
in order to ensure the safety of our students.  As students, parents, teachers, and administrators, we do 
not fully understand the seriousness of vaping, but recent reports reveal that, in simple language, it’s 
much more dangerous than we thought.   We are particularly concerned about the addictive nicotine, 
toxins, metals, and chemicals that are dangerous to young brains and bodies.  We need to take this 
seriously, and we need students and parents to join us in that serious approach.   

The most important part of our efforts is education; we are taking immediate steps to teach our 
students and all staff and community members about the dangers of vaping, what to look for, and how 
to help.  My goal is to make our kids mentally and physically healthy—not to punish.  The safety and 
well-being of students is always my top priority, and that is why our approach to this issue is a 
combination of education and discipline.      

Please note that starting October 15, 2018, any student found possessing or using any type of vape, e-
cigarette, or related paraphernalia will receive an automatic 5 day out-of-school suspension.    

It is my hope that through both teaching and giving natural consequences, everyone will see the serious 
impact of vaping and work together to stop this from happening in our school community.  I am 
including additional information with this letter that you can share with your families.  If you have any 
questions, always feel free to call me at school.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Josie D. Steiner 

K-12 Principal 


