Student:

Hitler's Speech
Speech on the Treaty of Versailles (April 17, 1923)
Adolf Hitler

With the armistice begins the humiliation of Germany. If the Republic on the day of its foundation had appealed to
the country: Germans, stand together! Up and resist the foe! The Fatherland, the Republic expects of you that you
Jfight to your last breath, then millions who are now enemies of the Republic would be fanatical Republicans.
Today they are the foes of the Republic not because it is a Republic but because this Republic was founded at the
moment when Germany was humiliated, because it so discredited the new flag that men’s eyes must turn
regretfully toward the old flag. So long as this Treaty stands there can be no resurrection of the German people;
no social reform of any kind is possible! The Treaty was made in order to bring 20 million Germans to their
deaths and to ruin the German nation. But those who made the Treaty cannot set it aside. As its foundation our
Movement formulated three demands:

1. Setting aside of the Peace Treaty.
2. Unification of all Germans.
3. Land and soil [Grund und Boden] to feed our nation.

Our movement could formulate these demands, since it was not our Movement which caused the War, it has not
made the Republic, it did not sign the Peace Treaty.

There is thus one thing which is the first task of this Movement: it desires to make the German once more National,
that his Father land shall stand for him above everything else. It desires to teach our people to understand afresh
the truth of the old saying: He who will not be a hammer must be an anvil. An anvil we are today, and that anvil
will be beaten until out of the anvil we fashion once more a hammer, a German sword!

Note: Text of speech from
Aspects of Western Civilization, Volume II, Perry Rogers, ed.

1. Hitler said that Germans were enemies of the Republic (the post-WWI goi}ernment),
but that it gould have been avoided. What did he say could have made Germans
support the new government (the Republic)?

2. Hitler said his Movement (Nazism) had 3 demands. What were those demands and
why were they demanded?

,3. What 'did Hitler say his movement had for its first task? Explain.



Mein Kampf by Adolf Hitler

(Adapted from http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/riseofhl tler/kampf.htm)

Afthough it is thought of as having been 'written’ by Hitler, Mein Kampf is not a
book in the usual sense. Hitler never actually sat down and pecked at a typewriter
or wrote longhand, but instead dictated it to Rudolph Hess while pacing around his
prison cell in 1923-24 and later at an inn at Berchtesgaden.

Reading Mein Kampf is like listening to Hitler speak at tength about his youth, early
days in the Nazi Party, future plans for Germany, and ideas on politics and race.

in his book, Hitler divides humans into categories based on physical appearance,
establishing higher and lower orders, or types of humans. At the top, according to
Hitler, is the Germanic manr with his fair skin, blond hair and blue eyes. Hitler
refers to this type of person as an “Aryan.” He asserts that the Aryan is the
supreme form of human, or master race.

And so it folfows in Hitler's thinking, if there is a supreme form of human, then

there must be others less than supreme, the “Untermenschen”, or radially inferior.
Hitler assigns this position to Jews and the Slavic peoples, notably the Czechs, A ]
Poles, and Russians. T 1.8and

*_..it [Nazi philosophy] by no means believes in an equality of races, but along with their
difference it recognizes their higher or lesser value and feels itself obligated to promote the
victory of the better and stronger, and demand the subordination of the inferior and weaker in
accordance with the eternal will that dominates this universe."

Hitler then states the Aryan is also culturally superior.

“All the human culture, all the results of art, science, and technology that we see before us
today, are almost exclusively the creative product of the Aryan..."

“Hence it is no accident that the first cultures arose in places where the Aryan, in his encounters
with lower peoples, subjugated them and bent them to his will. They then became the first
technical instrument in the service of a developing culture.”

Hitler goes on to say that subjugated peoples actually benefit by being conquered because they come in contact
with and learn from the superior Aryans. However, he adds they benefit only as long as the Aryan remains the
absolute master and doesn't mingle or inter-marry with inferior conquered peoples.

But it is the Jews, Hitler says, who are engaged in a conspiracy to keep this master race from assuming its rightful
position as rulers of the world, by tainting its racial and cultural purity and even inventing forms of government in
which the Aryan comes to believe in equality and fails to recognize his racial superiority.

“The mightiest counterpart to the Aryan is represented by the Jew."

Hitler describes the struggle for world domination as an ongoing radal, cultural, and political battle between

Aryans and Jews. He outlines his thoughts in detail, accusing the Jews of conducting an international conspiracy to
control world finances, controlling the press, inventing liberal democracy as wells as Marxism, promoting
prostitution and vice, and using culture to spread disharmony.

Throughout Mein Kampf, Hitler refers to Jews as parasites, liars, dirty, arafty, sly, wily, dever, without any true
culture, a sponger, a middleman, a maggot, eternal blood suckers, repulsive, unscrupulous, monsters, foreign,
menace, bloodthirsty, avaricious, the destroyer of Aryan humanity, and the mortal enemy of Aryan humanity...

*_.for the higher he climbs, the more alluring his old goal that was once promised him rises from
the veil of the past, and with feverish avidity his keenest minds see the dream of word
domination tangibly appraaching.”

This conspiracy idea and the notion of ‘competition’ for world domination between Jews and Aryans would
become widespread beliefs in Nazi Germany and would even be taught to school children.



