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BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 02806 

 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING - June 11, 2020 

 

Present at the meeting were Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Erika Sevetson, Anna Clancy, Patrick 

McCrann, Michael Messore, Paula Dillon, and Douglas Fiore.  

 

At 6:00 pm, Ms. Bae called the meeting to order.  

 

At 6:00 pm, Ms. Bae asked for a motion to adjourn to Executive Session in accordance with 

R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-5 (a) (2) for sessions pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation, or 

work sessions pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation with Barrington Education 

Support Team (BEST), in accordance with R.I. Gen. Laws §42-46-5(a)(1) for Superintendent 

Evaluation, in accordance with R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-5(a)(2) to review resolution of potential 

litigation with an employee, and in accordance with R.I. Gen. Laws § 42- 46-5 (a) (2) for 

sessions pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation, or work sessions pertaining to 

collective bargaining or litigation.”. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded the motion. 

The motion carried 4-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, and Mr. McCrann voting in 

the affirmative. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to adjourn from executive session. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. 

Sevetson seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. 

Sevetson, Mr. McCrann and Ms. Clancy voting in the affirmative.  

 

Ms. Bae announced that she would seal the minutes and report the vote in open session. A brief 

break followed to allow members to log in to the public meeting at 7 pm.  

 

Ms. Bae called the business meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  

 

Ms. Bae informed the community that during the public comment the attendees will raise their hands 

via Zoom, at which time Ms. Bae will turn on their audio, and asks them to turn on the video. Those 

attendees on the phone will be unmuted.  

 

The votes tonight will be done in a rolling call format to make it clear who is voting and the resulting 

vote count. 

 

A STATEMENT BY CHAIRPERSON ON CURRENT EVENTS 

 

Ms. Bae made a statement regarding George Floyd’s death and the subsequent protests and activism. 

Ms. Bae made it clear that this statement is on behalf of herself and not the Committee. Ms. Bae 

acknowledged all the emails that the Committee has received from the public and thanked Mr. 



Messore for his communication to the public regarding the work that has already taken place in the 

District. She also expressed her understanding that what we have done so far is not enough and 

“there is always more we can do. We can do more to educate our children on the importance of 

racial and cultural diversity, to include more voices of those who have been silenced or 

disenfranchised, particularly black and brown voices, in developing policy and curriculum, and to 

actively engage with our students in demonstrating how to be allies and anti-racist.” She recognized 

that work around race, racism, diversity, equity, and inclusivity is a life-long journey and “there is 

never really a moment in which anyone can say, ‘I have arrived.’” She asked everyone  “to consider 

embarking on that journey if you haven’t already, and for those of us who have been down this 

road,” she asked “for patience, empathy, kindness, and openness as we journey together in our 

personal lives, in our community, and in our systems and organizations in educating and supporting 

one another in this work.” The other members of the committee thanked Ms. Bae for her statement, 

and agreed to join her “in seeking these opportunities, engaging in these difficult conversations, and 

working towards a more just, equitable, inclusive environment within our school community and in 

our system.” 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

Mr. Messore presented the accomplishments of the Barrington students and staff. Mr. Messore 

thanked the 2020 graduates for all their work and understanding through these difficult times and 

wished them all the best as they move forward. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Ellen Masterson of 99 Highland Avenue:  made a statement regarding her concerns about the 

elimination of level 3 classes at the high school. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

Recognition of Kelly Kaon, Student Representative  

 

Tonight is Kelly’s last meeting as the student representative for the School Committee. Mr. Messore 

recognized Kelly’s commitment to the Committee, as well as the great dialogue that he and Kelly 

had throughout the year. Kelly not only represented the high school students but also reached out to 

the other students in the District. 

 

Each Committee member expressed their appreciation for all of Kelly’s hard work and dedication. 

Mr. Hurley, principal of the High School, also thanked Kelly for all her work, including her 

participation in the graduation ceremony working group. Kelly thanked the Committee for all their 

support and for giving her the opportunity to serve as Student Representative. 

 

Announcement: New Student Representative 

 



Mr. Messore introduced the new Student Representative for the 20-21 school year, Aryanna 

Mohammadi. Aryanna will bring her passion and voice to the Committee. The District is looking 

forward to working with Aryanna. Mr. Messore also expressed his enthusiasm that there were 8 

applicants this year for this position.  

 

FY21 Budget Update 

 

Mr. Fiore stated that the COA met last night and acted on the school budget. The Committee 

reviewed the operating budget. The COA was interested in the grant that Dr. Dillon was able to 

obtain for the literacy curriculum. Mr. Fiore explained to the Committee that this grant is a four year 

grant and that we do not receive the money all at once. 

 

The COA reduced the school budget by $40,000 in reference to a substitute budgeted to cover an 

instructional coach, and approved the budget  with an increase of 3.8%. 

 

Mr. Fiore also explained the School’s capital budget to the COA, including the value of the match 

from RIDE of 35%. The COA also voted to fund the school capital budget as presented. 

 

Mr. Messore stated that there was a strong understanding that we are going into the next school year 

with many unknowns and the COA also commended the School Committee for revising the Fund 

Balance Policy. 

 

The Budget Hearing is set for July 1st and the Financial Town meeting is scheduled for July 18th. 

 

Approval of the May Expenditures 

 

Mr. Fiore stated the Districts continue to have positive results. The savings that the District 

anticipates will be about 1 million dollars with half of the fund balance going into the capital budget 

or roughly $500,000. Mr. Fiore discussed the work on the Hampden Meadows School parking lot 

this summer. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the May expenditure for $5,417,139.95. Dr. Douglas 

moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. 

Douglas, Ms. Clancy, Ms. Sevetson and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative.  

 

Building Committee Update 

 

Mr. Fiore informed the Committee that the two major aspects of the Middle School project that will 

be worked on this summer will be the tennis and basketball courts and the fields. The final work-

through with the Commissioning Agent and the warranty work-through have been done. The project 

is running under budget and the next full Building Committee meeting will be scheduled for 

sometime this summer. 

 



Approval Bid #20006 - School Physician 

 

Mr. Fiore presented the District's bid for the School Physician to the School Committee. There was 

only one bidder for this bid. Mr. Fiore asked the Committee to approve the awarding of the bid to 

Dr. Leonard Parker for a five year period (July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2025) in the amount of $18,000 

per year. Dr. Douglas addressed that the bid was significantly higher than ones in Massachusetts but 

also understands that there was only one bid. Mr. Fiore stated that the District uses their physician a 

little more than traditional.  

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the Bid #20006 to award a contract to Dr. Leonard 

Parker as a School Physician effective start date of July 1, 2020 thru June 30, 2025 for an 

annual fee of $18,000. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded the motion. The motion 

passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Clancy, Ms. Sevetson and Mr. McCrann voting in 

the affirmative.  

 

Transportation Contract - Discussion and Possible Vote 

 

Mr. Fiore explained to the Committee the bid did come in under budget, however, there were a few 

issues concerning the District regarding the wording the vendor had in their bid about making the 

vendor whole for any portion of future years that may be cancelled due to another pandemic.  

 

Mr. Fiore did explain that the District would like the Committee to award the bid to Ocean State so 

that we do not lose the 60 day window making the bid invalid. The wording in the contract is that the 

District can negotiate some of the terms.  

 

Mr. Fiore asked the Committee to approve The Barrington School District Transportation 

Bid, dated February 29, 2020, representing the Regular In District Transportation, Late Buses 

and Athletic and Activity Buses, be awarded to Ocean State Transit, of Coventry, RI at a bid 

price of $378.81 for 83 passenger buses, $63.25 per day for Late Buses, and $100.00 for 

Minimum Cost for In Town Athletic/Activity Trips, $200.00 for Minimum Cost for Out of 

Town Athletic and Activity Trips, and $55.00 per hour of excess driver time (beyond 2/ 4 

hours), such total Bid Cost of $ 1,011,836.43 and on the basis of their being the lowest 

responsive and responsible bidder and in the best public interest; as well as the requirement of 

a 100% performance bond for at least the first year of the contract at a cost of $800.00 per 

$100,000 (Total: $ 8094.69).  

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the bid as stated by Mr. Fiore. Dr. Douglas moved and 

Mr. McCrann seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. 

Clancy, Ms. Sevetson and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative.  

 

Follow-up to the Special Education report 

 



Mr. Messore informed the Committee that the District reflected on some of the feedback from the 

last Committee meeting, public comment and emails. Mr. Messore and Ms. Matthes felt that it was 

important to have a face to face discussion with the special education families. Mr. Messore stated 

that Ms. Matthes and the Special Education teachers are creating a conversation night. A 

communication will go out to the families regarding this information. Mr. Messore stated that the 

relationship between the school and the families are very valuable. 

 

On Monday night, there will be a parent meeting at the High School on transitioning special 

education students coming to the High School. This will be more a panel discussion. 

 

Mr. Messore followed up with Dr. Anderson regarding the Best Buddies program at the middle 

school. 

 

Mr. Messore stated that Ms. Matthes was instrumental in putting together this night. She feels it is 

very important that we have open dialogue with the special education parents. Ms. Matthes and the 

District care about their children and wanted to make sure that the families know that. 

 

Distance Learning 

 

There is one week left of distance learning. The end of the year ceremonies have been happening and 

there will be communication going out to the parents regarding drop off/pick up of materials. Mr. 

Messore reiterated that the teachers have done a commendable job, along with the students and 

families, with distance learning. Dr.Dillon shared that the teachers are finishing up the collection of 

data from earlier in the year and most recently to assess where the students are now. They are 

looking at what students will need social emotional or academic needs or support this summer. 

Communication will be going out to the parents by next week. All the summer learning will be 

virtual unless there are special circumstances. 

 

Update on District Re-Entry Task Force 

The Governor announced this week the goal is for school to open for the students on August 31st. A 

statewide school calendar has been developed, however, there is some flexibility for the District. 

 

All Districts must come up with 3 different plans for re-entry by July 17, 2020: full in person, 

hybrid, and full distance learning. A task force has been established. The Superintendent will be 

overseeing the task force and the group will be meeting throughout the summer. There will also be 

focus groups and surveys for stakeholder input. The task force will be broken down sub-working 

groups which will then bring the information back to the weekly task force meeting. The information 

that we have learned through distance learning will be valuable. The District can now explore some 

creative things with the experience that we have gained through distance learning. It is important that 

people be patient. Communication will go out as soon as possible. There will be a link for frequently 

asked questions and feedback for the public to view. On June 19th, there will be more information 

and guidance coming from RIDE and the Governor. 

 



SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 

Report on Votes Taken in Executive Session 

 

Ms. Bae reported that the minutes from the Executive Session have been sealed. A vote had been 

taken to approve a settle agreement with an employee. The vote passed 5/0 in favor of the approval. 

 

Discussion School Committee Membership to District Re-Entry Committee 

 

Ms. Bae informed the Committee that the guidance from RIDE was that a School Committee Chair 

would start on the task force. Mr. Messore did inform Ms. Bae of the meetings that had already been 

scheduled and Ms. Bae was able to attend. In the meeting, Ms. Bae felt there should be another 

School Committee member on the task force. Ms. Bae nominated Dr. Douglas for the Committee. 

Everyone on the Committee felt that this was a good choice. 

 

Update on Charter Revisions from Town Council Meeting 

 

Ms. Bae and Dr. Douglas met with the Town Council representatives to discuss Charter revisions 

around the process for the capital budget. The Town Council has proposed and approved a slight 

revision to be put forth to voters in November. The revision will change the language in section 642 

where it talks about the proposed budget.  

 

Update on Pride Month Flag-Raising Ceremony 

 

Councilman Brier has been working with a group from the community to organize a flag raising 

ceremony. The ceremony will be filmed and stream on Monday, June 15th. Ms. Sevetson will 

represent the School Committee. 

 

Discuss Format for School Committee Meetings 

 

Ms. Bae would like to make the meetings a little more engaging with the community. It was decided 

to move this topic to a later meeting during the summer in order to re-introduce work sessions in the 

new school year. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda which contained the minutes from 

the May 28, 2020 School Committee meeting and the Executive Session minutes and the 

request for Home Schooling. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded the motion. The 

motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Clancy, Ms. Sevetson and Mr. McCrann 

voting in the affirmative.  

 

Discussion Items 



 

Next meeting - June 15, 2020 

Advisory Committee - Charges 

Membership for Committees 

Update on Re-entry 

Security Update 

Technology Update 

 

Mr. Messore talked about the communication that was sent out to the community regarding inclusion 

and support for diversity in our district. Mr. Messore spoke about the anonymous tip line that is on 

every schools’ front page on our website. If anyone in the community or student wants to report 

anything please use this tip line. It is important to the District that every student feel safe in our 

schools. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Rose Murrin of 198 Waseca Avenue - Ms. Murrin stated that she did not receive a response for the 

specific questions that she had stated at the last meeting. 

 

Audrey McCarthy of 69 Governor Bradford - Ms. McCarthy spoke regarding her concerns with the 

Universal Design for Learning and gave her personal opinion. 

 

Alice Fisher of 99 Highland Avenue - Ms. Fisher spoke about the deleveling of the level 3 classes. 

 

Kelly Gorman of 5 Paquin Road  - Ms. Gorman spoke about the deleveling of the level 3 classes. 

 

Kaitlin Mullin of 22 Chaplin Road - Ms. Mullin spoke about the deleveling of the level 3 classes and 

concerns about accessibility of supports at BHS. 

 

Announcement 

 

Mr. Messore announced three new positions which all originated out of contract negotiations. The 

positions are aligned with the Instruction Leadership in the Elementary Schools: 

Julie Myszak - Humanities Curriculum Leader 

Cara Sanchez - Math Curriculum Leader 

Carrie Clegg - Science Curriculum Leader 

 

Mr. Messore also announced the leave of absence of Katherine Wilson, Hampden Meadows, Grade 4 

teacher.  

 

At 9:33 pm, Megan Douglas motioned and Erica Sevetson seconded adjournment of the 

business meeting. The motion passed 5/0 with Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Anna Clancy, Patrick 

McCrann, and Erika Sevetson voting in the affirmative. 


