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CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 
 
Grade Level(s): 
Third Grade 
 
Description of the Task 
Everyone is busy with homework, church, piano, meetings, and practices at your house this week. Help 
get your younger sibling organized by creating a schedule to keep them and the rest of the family on 
schedule. Use pictures, words, and numbers so everyone can interpret the schedule.  
(Create a nightly schedule chart using clocks, time intervals, and pictures for your younger siblings.) 

The schedule must contain 
● Arrive home at 4:00 
● Bed Time 8:30 
● 20 minutes of reading 
● 15 minutes of homework/project/review time 
● Must have an hour of family time/ dinner 
● 10 minutes of a chore of your choice- dishes, trash, cleaning room, yard work 
● 30 minutes of physical activity 
● Be specific on what you will be doing during the other times of the evening.  

 
Indiana Mathematics Content Standards:  
3.M.3: Tell and write time to the nearest minute from analog clocks, using a.m. and p.m., and measure 
time intervals in minutes. Solve real-word problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals 
in minutes.  
 
Indiana Mathematics Process Standards:  
PS.1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

● Students will make sense of the problem and will use the restraints and goals to develop a 
plan to solve it and will be able to explain their reasoning to their partner.  

PS.3: Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning others 
● Students will be able to explain their reasoning and listen to their partner to come up with 

a schedule that works for both of them.  
PS.6: Attend to precision 

● Students will be able to communicate with their partners and with their classmates on 
why they planned their schedule.  
 

Mathematics Content Goals:  
The students will be able to create a nightly schedule for a younger sibling to follow.  
The students will be able to represent the time intervals on an analog clock.  
The students will be able to determine the amount of elapsed time for each activity.  
The students will be able to communicate their justifications to their classmates on why they planned 
their schedule in that order.   
 
Language Objectives:  
Listening: Students will be able to work with their group members by communicating and actively 



listening to their peers.  
Writing: Students will be writing in their math journal and creating a poster with their partner.  
 
Materials:  
Judy Clock 
Chart paper/ Marker 
Math Journal/Pencil 
Blank analog clocks- to be cut out 
Scissors and Glue 
 
THE LESSON 
 
Before:  
Activate prior knowledge  

● Review telling time on an analog clock.  
● Discuss what a schedule is and why they are important.  
● Ask students to give you examples of schedules and when they use them.  
● Have students write down a list of activities they do when they get home from school in 

their journals.  
● Share these activities together to make a large list.  
● Divide students into partners. 
● Introduce the task to the class.  

● Be sure the problem is understood 
●  Share the task aloud as well as posting it on the board.  
● Pass out copies of the task/challenge to each group.  

▪ Task: Create a nightly schedule chart using clocks, time intervals, and pictures 
for your younger siblings.) 

● Establish clear expectations  
● Communicate with your partner to design the schedule  
● Poster must follow the provided schedule requirements from the task paper 

  
During:  
Let go: While students are collaborating with their partner, the teacher is moving from group to group 
encouraging independent practice and struggle.  

● Listen actively:  
● If students come to a problem or do not agree, the teacher can intervene by asking 

prompting questions such as:  
o I notice that you do not agree, can you combine some ideas?  
o This was a great thought; is there another way you can represent this 

information?  
● When students are exciting about a discovery, listen to what they have to say and 

encourage them to continue their conversation with one another.  
● Provide appropriate support:  

● Pay close attention to the times students are writing down, if you notice them counting 
wrong be sure to ask a question to guide them. (i.e. Great work, how did you get to this time? 
Where did these minutes come from? What were you thinking when you wrote these times 
down?)  

● Provide worthwhile extensions. If students finish their poster early, they can choose the 
following challenge options: 



● Share your schedule with one other group. Can you provide feedback on each other’s 
schedules?  

● Schedule your ideal Saturday activities. Be sure to include specific activities, both an 
analog and digital clock, and time between each activity.  

 
After:  

● Promote a mathematical community of learners: 
● Students will share their schedule to the whole class. During their presentation they will 

explain why their activities are in that order. They will also share their strategy for finding the 
elapsed time.  

● Some questions to ask during share time:  
o How did you come up with that idea?  
o Can you show us an example of your strategy on the board?  
o Is there another way we can find this out?  
o How can we make this even better next time?  

● Listen actively without evaluation Make connections  
● Students will have made some connections to scheduling in the “before” portion of the 

lesson 
● Did you notice any connections between your schedule and another classmates?  
● What were some differences between how you and your classmates made your schedules 

and found the elapsed time?  
● Summarize main ideas  

● The students will be given blank analog clocks  
● Terminology will be reviewed when activating prior knowledge 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Observe:  

● Observations can be made during their work time and during their group presentations. 
● Listening for student responses and questions to one another’s presentations.  
● The completed poster  

 
Ask:  

● What is an improvement you can make in the future?  
● What is something new you learned that you can apply to solving time problems?  
● How can you check for accuracy when calculating elapsed time?  

 
 


