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CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 
 
Grade Level(s): Second Grade 
 
Description of the Task: Students will place a representation of themselves in order with words and 
numbers from 11-30 so they can pretend to get on an elevator and get off at the correct floor. 

Indiana Mathematics Content Standards: 2.NS.4: Match the ordinal numbers first, second, third, etc., with 
an ordered set up to 30 items.  

Indiana Mathematics Process Standards: PS.4: Model with mathematics. Mathematically proficient 
students apply the mathematics they know to solve problems arising in everyday life, society, and the workplace 
using a variety of appropriate strategies.  
 
 
Mathematics Content Goals: Students will demonstrate an understanding of ordinal numbers both 
word and number form from 11-30 by placing a representation of themselves in order with their team 
and then the whole class. 
 
Language Objectives: This lesson will focus on the listening objective. Students will need to listen to 
each other in their team as they figure out their place in a small group and then listen as the whole class 
figures out their place. Students will have manipulative blocks to use and do some roleplaying in order 
to demonstrate that their order as a team will work. 
 
Materials: Powerpoint, index cards, manipulates (blocks, cubes, action figures), boxes (5 small and 
maybe one larger) 

 
 
THE LESSON 
 
Before: Read the book, “Seven Blind Mice” by Ed Young and discuss as a class the order of each 
colored mouse. Use a piece of construction paper with that color and write the ordinal number and word 
to represent that mouse.   
 Are there other numbers that we can use when putting something in order? 
 How does using ordinal numbers help us when we go places? 
 
Powerpoint-slide one 
 Intro question 
Powerpoint slide two and three 
 Setting and Problem 
 Why does it matter what order we are in the elevator? (could show a picture of an elevator for 
those who maybe have not seen one) 
  

• Activate prior knowledge  
o Discussion after reading the book by students talking with partners about what they 



observed. 
o Are there other numbers that we can use when putting something in order? 

  How does using ordinal numbers help us when we go places? 
• Be sure the problem is understood 

o Use powerpoint to make sure students understand the problem being asked 
• Establish clear expectations  

o Use powerpoint to make sure students understand the task given to their team 
Answer any questions related to the task 
 

During: Each team will take their cards with ordinal numbers in word form and write the ordinal 
number. For example: Eleventh  11th     

Powerpoint-slide four 
 Instructions for teamwork 
Before getting into their team the students must write an observation or thought they have before starting 
and any questions they think would help their team.  
Students share what is in their journal before starting.  
 Teacher walks around and asks students to share their thoughts. 
 What do you already know that will help you put these four ordinal number words in order? 
 How do you write that ordinal number? 
 How can your teammates help you? 
 What strategy did your teammate use? 
 What will be the next ordinal number/word? 
Then teams will put the cards in order with the representation (cube, block, or action figure) on top of 
the index card. Use double sided tape and stick the representation on the card. 
Each team will assign a job for sharing their findings. 

1. Read the words  
2. Read the ordinal number 
3. Explain the strategy used by the team to find the order 
4. What did your team do well as a team  

• Let go: Students work together as a team to put cards in order. When students ask for help the 
teacher encourages them to ask each other and think about what they already know. 

• Listen actively: Students are encouraged to ask questions of their team and work together.  
• Provide appropriate support: See above questions to know how the teacher will encourage 

students when needing help. 
• Provide worthwhile extensions: If teams finish before the time then students are asked to figure 

out what ordinal number came before and after their group of numbers. This will help as they 
think about where their set of four will fit with the whole class. 

 
After: Students will come together on the carpet with their four representations/cards.  
 Each group will share their order.  

Students are encouraged to be thinking about where those numbers will fit compared to their 
numbers, before or after? 
 
Teacher gets out the “elevator” (box) and explains that each team (use representations) needs to 
find out where they will stand on the elevator so they get off at the right floor. We start with 
eleventh. 
 
Questions to ask the class: 
 What strategies can you use to figure out where to go? 



 How does listening to others help you discover where to put your numbers? 
 If you disagree with another team what can you do? 
 How will we know it is time for the elevator doors to close and away we go? 
 Why does it matter what order you are in on the elevator? 
 
Once students have their representation in order the class can read and recite the ordinal numbers 
and words in order together. 
 If students are struggling, stop the class and ask if someone has a strategy to share with 
the class. Have students share what they have heard from other students. 
  

• Promote a mathematical community of learners  
o Each group will share with the class. 
o By asking questions students will be thinking about where their group fits in relation to 

one of the other four that shares. 
• Listen actively without evaluation  

o Students will share (see 4 areas in the During section) 
o Students in class will be asked to give a thumbs up or thumbs down (agree or disagree) 
o Students can call on two people to explain the agree or disagree decision with the class 

 
• Make connections  

o Are there other numbers that we can use when putting something in order? 
 How does using ordinal numbers help us when we go places? 

What do you already know that will help you put these four ordinal number words in 
order? 

  How do you write that ordinal number? 
  How can your teammates help you? 
  What strategy did your teammate use? 
  What will be the next ordinal number/word? 

 What strategies can you use to figure out where to go? 
 How does listening to others help you discover where to put your numbers? 
 If you disagree with another team what can you do? 
 How will we know it is time for the elevator doors to close and away we go? 
 Why does it matter what order you are in on the elevator? 

 
 

• Summarize main ideas  
o After getting our representations in order and sharing with the class, the class will be 

given an opportunity that day or the next to write their numbers on a chart in order. The 
chart can then be hung in the room for further reference.  

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Observe:  
Students will write in their journals at the beginning of class. While students work in groups the teacher 
will be rotating from each group to observe. When each group presents to the class it will be a great 
opportunity to hear each groups thinking and processing. 
 
Ask: See above list for questions. 
 


