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CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 
 
Grade Level(s): 2nd 
 
Description of the Task: Students are going on a trip and want to know when it is time to take a 
break. They are given an analog clock with a set time, students work together to read the clock 
and find out the time. That time dictates when they stop the class for a break. 
 
Indiana Mathematics Content Standards: 2.M.5 Tell and write time to the nearest five minutes from 
analog clocks, using a.m. and p.m. 
 
Indiana Mathematics Process Standards: PS.6: Attend to Precision. Mathematically proficient 
students communicate precisely to others. They use clear definitions, including correct mathematical 
language, in discussion with others and in their own reasoning. They sate the meaning of the symbols 
they choose, including using the equal sign consistently and appropriately. They express solutions 
clearly and logically by using the appropriate mathematical terms and notation. They specify units of 
measure and label axes to clarify the correspondence with quantities in a problem. They calculate 
accurately and efficiently and check the validity of their results in the context of the problem. They 
express numerical answers with a degree of precision appropriate for the problem context. 
 
Mathematics Content Goals: Students will be able to identify on an analog clock the time to the 
nearest five minutes. 
 
Language Objectives: Students will practice listening skills to work as a team in solving the time as 
well as be able to verbalize to the class how their team came up with the information.  
 
Materials: powerpoint or mimeo, signs for break times, quizizz quiz online, math clock worksheet 

 
 
THE LESSON 
 
Before: This phase of the lesson should be designed to get students ready for problem solving. It also 
provides an opportunity for you to find out what they already know about the topic. Describe how you 
will accomplish each of the following in this phase of the lesson: 

• Activate prior knowledge: Students will take a Quizizz quiz with hour and half hour times on 
clocks. This will enable quick data to see who remembers this skill from First Grade. The last 
three clocks will include five minute intervals.  

• Be sure the problem is understood: The immediate results from the game enable a quick 
reteach moment if students are struggling. The data sheet at the end will evaluate each student 
for a quick look to see who the teacher needs to check on first when starting in groups. 

• Establish clear expectations: After the Quizizz quiz students will see a powerpoint slide with 
the expectations for this lesson. 

 
 
 



During:  
Handout mini clocks   
Each table group team will be given a card with a time. There are two cards per group so 
students can work in twos and then come back together to discuss their answers and decide as a 
team. 

 Students use the blank clock to demonstrate the correct time. 
Screen three on powerpoint gives instructions. Students must discuss why they are putting the 

clock hands in specific places. Teacher will rotate around and ask questions to prompt students to 
explain their reasoning. Once the team agrees on a time the team will choose one person to write that 
time on the worksheet. That time will then coordinate with one of the digital labels around the room. 

Each team must decide who will explain to the group why the clock hands are on certain 
numbers. One student for each hand (minute and hour). The third person will explain if it is morning or 
afternoon and why their team decided. The fourth person will share what their team found interesting or 
challenging while deciding on the time. Students will write down in their math journals before sharing 
with the class. 

 
• Let go- have students working as a team 
• Listen actively-rotate to teams and listen to their discussion and ask prompting questions 
• Provide appropriate support 

o Why did your team put the short/hour arm of the clock on that number? 
o Why did your team put the long/minute arm of the clock on that number? 
o How do you know if it is morning or afternoon? 
o If you disagree with someone on your team, what can you do to understand each other? 
o Did you explain to your teammate how you decided on an answer? 
o Since we have done lots of team building at the beginning of the year there shouldn’t be 

any issues but if there is I will remind them of our chart with ways to solve disagreements 
as a team. 

• Provide worthwhile extensions-Teams that finish early will get on the ipads we have for 
projects and use the time apps for practicing time. 
 

After:  
 Students will be given a few minutes to make sure they are ready to share with the group. 
 Each team will stand by the digital clock label in the classroom and show the time they drew on 
their clock. Each team member will discuss the area they chose to share. They can use their math 
journals to help if they get stuck. 
 Students will give a thumbs up or thumbs down to show if they agree or disagree with that 
team’s time on the clock. 
 At the end of the lesson students will come to the carpet for a quick wrap up session. We will 
create a chart with key vocabulary and concepts students felt were necessary while working together. 
This chart will be displayed in the classroom for future reference. (reference: Smarter Charts for Math, 
Science and Social Studies by Kristine Mraz and Marjorie Martinelli) 
  
Describe how you will accomplish each of the following: 

• Promote a mathematical community of learners-Students will use their math journal to write 
out what they will be sharing with the class. Students will stand as a team to present to the class. 
This is not the first time they have done this so the routine will be the same.  

• Listen actively without evaluation-Students know that we discuss and help each other as a 
team. When a team asks for the class to give a thumbs up or down it is the presenters job to look 
around and observe the results. They will then call on a student to explain why that student 



agrees or disagrees. Sometimes when there are various answers each side is shared with the class 
as the team gets to “adjust” their answer if they feel the explanation is valid. This is a skill 
already being used during our math calendar time so students are used to this process. 

• Make connections: See questions under support to know how students will be encouraged to 
connect with understanding morning and afternoon with time. Students will be reviewing pm and 
am when sharing with the group. This will be a great time to pull out the chart we created to 
show am and pm in a 24 hour day. Students have been learning about working in teams and 
using precise language to help their teammates understand what they are saying.  

• Summarize main ideas-Each team will be sharing with the group and as they share I will point 
out when students use correct terminology and definitions so when we come to the carpet and 
create our chart students will have those in their mind and realize the importance of them. The 
final screen on the powerpoint brings the lesson to a nice wrap up. 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Observe:  

Students will be discussing in teams as I rotate around and listen as well as ask questions. 
Students will be writing in their math journals for me to review after. Each group will fill in a clock 
worksheet with their time. The journals will give me insight into their own understanding and the team 
working together to create the clock on the worksheet will show understanding as a group. The journal 
enables me to read if a student understands the why not just the what in the answer he/she shares with 
the class. As I rotate to each group I will see the times that students first put on their mini clocks and that 
will be evidence on where they started and the team worksheet will show evidence on where they ended.  
 
Ask:  

o Why did your team put the short/hour arm of the clock on that number? 
o Why did your team put the longwe/minute arm of the clock on that number? 
o How do you know if it is morning or afternoon? 
o If you disagree with someone on your team, what can you do to understand each other? 
o Did you explain to your teammate how you decided on an answer? 

 
During the closing when we are creating the chart, students will be asked what is important 
for us to know in order to create the time on a clock. This will then be drawn on a chart. 
Depending on their answers that will decide what other questions I ask so that the chart has 
the necessary information. 

 


