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CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 
 
Grade Level(s): 2-3 
 
Description of the Task: Students will learn how to select the most appropriate tool for measuring 
various objects.  This lesson is built on foundations developed in Part 1. 
 
Indiana Mathematics Content Standards: 2.M.2: Estimate and measure the length of an object by selecting and 
using appropriate tools, such as rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring tapes to the nearest inch, foot, yard, centimeter 
and meter. 
 
 
Indiana Mathematics Process Standards:  PS 1:  Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
PS.5: Use appropriate tools strategically. 
 
 
Mathematics Content Goals: Students will learn to choose the most effective tool to measure length, 
width, or height of selected objects. 
 
Language Objectives: Mathematical language:  height, length, width, inch, feet, yards, ruler, yardstick, 
measuring tape, round/rounding, estimate/estimating. 
 
Materials:    1- 8 ½ x 11 paper ,  rulers (enough for each student), 4 - yardsticks,  4- 25’ or greater 
measuring tapes,  

 
 
THE LESSON 
 
Before 

• Activate prior knowledge Review the elements of the previous lesson.  Ask students to identify 
the tools:  ruler, yardstick, tape measure.  Review the problems that were encountered while 
measuring the height of a desk with a ruler.  Review the vocabulary:  height, length, width, inch, 
feet, yards, round/rounding, estimate/estimating. 

• Be sure the problem is understood.  “Yesterday, we measured the height of our desks with a 
ruler.  Today, we are going to use some different tools to measure some other objects.  We will 
learn how to choose the correct tools to use in measuring various objects 

• Establish clear expectations.  Students are expected to work well together when they are 
working with each other.  Everyone should participate and respect each other throughout the 
lesson.   

 
During:  “Today, we are going to focus on using a ruler, a yardstick, and a measuring tape.  To 
accomplish our goals, we will divide ourselves into four groups.  Please line up in ABC order.  Now, 
Count off by 4’s.  Here are your assignments.  Please listen carefully.  Group One will be using rulers to 
measure the length the width of the classroom.  Each person in will measure the envelope and record 
his/her answers.  Compare your answers and discuss why they might be the same or different.   



Group Two will also be using rulers.  You will be measuring the width of the hallway.  Each member of 
the group will record measurements.  When you have finished, discuss why your answers are different 
or alike.  What can you do the make sure everyone measures the width of the hallway correctly.  Group 
Three will be using the yardstick.  You will use it in the hallway and measure the distance from our door 
to the water fountain.  Each person will take a measurement and record the answers.  Discuss your 
answers with each other.  What factors could have kept you from getting the same answers?  Group Four 
will be measuring the height and width of the door using the measuring tape.  Record your answers and 
discuss any differences.  What changes could you make?  
 
After: Have students share their answers and discuss problems.  Record them on the board.  Have 
students discuss solutions to their tasks with other members of their groups.  All students should arrive 
at similar solutions; the main one being that some needed to use a better tool to get a more accurate 
result.  Allow the class to discuss which tool they should have used for the assignments.  Allow time for 
a representative of each team to redo the measurements with a proper tool.  Compare the new answer 
with the other recorded answer. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
“So, students, What have we learned?  Discussion 

• Different jobs require different tools. 
• Choosing the correct tool with give a more accurate answer. 
• Record other answers. 

 


