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CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 

Grade Level(s): Kindergarten 

Description of the Task: The students will apply their knowledge of one to one correspondence to 
figure out what items and how many of each item they will need to complete their recipe for 10 
cupcakes and/or 12 cupcakes. 

Indiana Mathematics Content Standards: 

K.NS.4: 

Say the number names in standard order when counting objects, pairing each object with one and 
only one number name and each number name with one and only one object. Understand that the 
last number name said describes the number of objects counted and that the number of objects is 
the same regardless of their arrangement or the order in which they were counted. 

Indiana Mathematics Process Standards: 

PS.1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

PS.3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 

PS.4. Model with mathematics. 

PS.5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

Mathematics Content Goals: 

-Students will add to a given number of objects to make 10. 

-Students will understand one-to-one correspondence counting from 0-10. 

Language Objectives: 

Speaking: Students will orally present their solutions for counting to 10 or 12 in one to one 
correspondence. They will describe what makes each of the cupcakes different. 

Materials: cupcake tins, cupcake liners, buttons, gems, and some other small objects, marker or 
use Learning Resources LER5556 Mini Muffin Match Up, Assorted Color (see photo) 

  

THE LESSON 

Before: 

Teacher Preparation: Write a number on each cupcake liner. Put in to cupcake tin. Start with 1 
and write up through 10. For more of a challenge, use a 12-count cupcake tin and write numbers to 



12. Place the numbered cupcake liners in the cupcake tin. Have a variety of buttons, gems, or other 
small objects in containers on tables. 

Students Actions: 

-Students will listen to the book, Warthogs in the Kitchen, by Pamela Duncan Edwards, in a large 
group setting. 

-Students will brainstorm the numbered/sequential steps in the story. 

-Students will verbally brainstorm what ingredients or how many items will go in to the cupcake tin 
in a large group setting. 

-Students will review counting up to ten (or 12) orally in pairs. 

  

During: 

Student Actions: 

-Students will be able to understand how to sort a variety of buttons or other small objects and will 
put the appropriate number into each cupcake tin. Some other objects students can use are 
counters, pasta, beads, mini marshmallows, chocolate chips, etc. 

-Students will be able to understand how to count using one to one correspondence and show 
items up to 10 and/or 12. 

-Students will be able to use number charts and/or number lines to help them with one to one 
correspondence activities. 

  

Teacher Actions: 

Look For: 

-Students working and talking together as they sort, count items, and match item with number. 

-Students understanding terms and using skills- counting in one to one correspondence, counting 
on, counting back, adding, subtracting, making ten and/or twelve. 

-Students using tools (number charts, number lines) and understanding why these tools are helpful. 

Asks: 

-How many of each item do we need to fill each cupcake tin? 

-Compare one tin to the other. How many more in this tin compared to that one? 

-How many more do you need to make 10 and/or 12? 

-Explain how you and your partner solved this task. 

-What do you think of your strategy you used to solve this problem? 

 



After: 

Student Actions: 

-Students present to each other the items they used in each cupcake tin. Taking turns, they will 
orally count each item in the cupcake tins. 

-Students will use number charts and/or number lines to show how they counted to 10 and 12. 

-Students will listen to each other present in a small group setting (center). 

-Students will play “Mini- Match Up Learning Game” at another center rotation. (see attached). 

  

Teacher Actions: 

Ask students questions such as: 

-How did you and your partner solve the problem? 

-How are your cupcakes different from your partner? 

-Did everyone agree on the method used to count items? 

-Did someone have a different way of counting items for the cupcake tins? Or did everyone use  the 
same method of counting? 

-Can you give me an example of how you counted this item? 

-Is this specific tin more or less than that tin? 

-Prompt students as needed to use tools to show how they counted to 10 or 12, or showed 
more  or less. 

  

ASSESSMENT 

Observe: Are the students able to count up to 10 and/or 12 using one to one correspondence? 

Ask: How did you continue to add items to each cupcake tin to show the total number needed? 

Sentence Structure: I added _____________to my cupcake tin to make 10 or 12 by doing 
this_____________. 

  

  

  

	


