
Name:    

Mathematics: The Language of STEM 

Make Ten Farmyard Animals 

 
CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 

 
Grade Level(s): K/1st Grade 
 

Description of the Task: Make Ten 
 
Indiana Mathematics Content Standards: Use objects, drawings, mental images, 

sounds, etc. to represent addition and subtraction within 10.  
 

Indiana Mathematics Process Standards:  
PS.2: Reason abstractly and quantitatively.  
PS.3: Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.  

 
Mathematics Content Goals: Students will use “make ten” strategies to solve the 

problem.  Students will understand that DIFFERENT solutions can be correct. 
 
Language Objectives: Students will discuss and explain with a partner what strategy 

they used to come up with their answer.  They will use the sentence frame “There are 
10 animals.  I see ____ cows and ____ horses.” 
 

Materials: Ten Frames, Manipulatives, paper 
 

 
THE LESSON 

 

Before:  

 Student Actions 

o Students will listen to the problem and expectations for the activity. 

o Students will ask questions to understand the activity. 

 Teacher Actions 

o Present the problem to the students, “I have a problem and I need your help to find the 

solution.  I went to the farm and saw 10 animals standing in a field.  There were some 

cows and some horses, too.  If there were 10 animals, how many cows and horses could 

have been standing in the field?” 

 

 

During:  

 Student Actions 

o Each partner pair will work together using any math materials necessary to solve the 

problem.  They will create a way to present their answer and reasoning in a way to share 

with the class (taking photo with iPad, drawings, etc.) 

 Teacher Actions 

o The teacher will circulate the classroom asking questions and guide or support students as 

necessary. 

 How did you decide how many cows and horses there could be in the field if you 



needed 10 animals total? 

 What is another answer that solves this problem? 

 

 

After: 

  Student Actions 

o Students will present their idea to the class and explain how they know their answer has 

10 animals. 

o Listen to classmates explain how they counted their objects. 

 Teacher Actions 

o Promote discussions among students 

o Make connections and summarize student ideas. 

o Promote understanding of “make ten” strategies.  7+3=10, 5+5=10.  Each answer, even 

though it’s different, is correct.   

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Observe: Students using “make ten” strategies to solve the problem. 

 

Ask:  

How did you decide how many cows and horses were in the field? 

Are these two answers correct? (ex. 5 horses and 5 cows, 8 horses, 2 cows) 

 

 


