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CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 
  
Grade Level(s): Kindergarten 
  
Description of the Task:  Students will build a bed for Goldilocks. Students will construct 
the bed with any items they choose and have the resources of the room available. 
Students will descriptively share using their positional words to explain how they 
constructed their bed for Goldilocks. 
  
Indiana Mathematics Content Standards: 
 K.G.1 Describe the positions of objects and geometric shapes in space using the terms inside, 
outside, between, above, below, above, below, near, for, under, over, up, down, behind, in front 
of, next to to the left of and to the right of. 
  
K.M.1 Make direct comparisons of the length, capacity, weight, and temperature of objects, and 
recognize which object is shorter, longer, taller, lighter, heavier, warmer, cooler, or holds more. 
  
Indiana Mathematics Process Standards:      
PS.1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
PS.4: Model with mathematics: Students will use manipulatives and resources within the 
classroom to create a bed for Goldilocks. Students will explain their process of building using 
positional words to describe their process.  
  
PS.5: Use appropriate tools strategically: Students will use math manipulatives and resources 
within the classroom to create a bed for Goldilocks. Students will share their process and 
explain how they built their bed. Students can use the iPad to capture their building process by 
taking pictures as they go.   
  
Mathematics Content Goals: 
This will be the final lesson in the mini-unit (See K.DA.1 and K.M.1 Teddy Bear Attributes for the 
fist lesson). The students will be listening to a story about Goldilocks and then discuss her 
problem, Goldilocks does not have a bed. Using the materials in the classroom students will 
construct a bed for Goldilocks. Students will then share their finished product, describing their 
process and what materials they used. Students will use positional words to explain how they 
constructed Goldilocks’ bed. 
  
Language Objectives: Speaking - Students will explain their reasoning for choosing the 
materials that they did and describe their process of building their bed for Goldilocks using 
positional words. 
  



Materials: Building Materials in your classroom - blocks, legos, kinects, straws, linking cubes, 
etc, Positional Words Charts, Monster Pocket Chart Words, Weighted Goldilocks -printable, 
iPads to capture pictures of student work and building process.  
The weighted Goldilocks can be printed and more ideas to extend this lesson can be purchased 
on TPT - https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/STEM-activity-Goldilocks-design-
challenge-2206689 
Positional Words Charts and Monster Pocket Chart Positional Words can be found on TPT – 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Monster-Positional-Words-PowerPoint-and-
Center-Activities-1283146 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Positional-Words-Posters-Prepositions-That-
Tell-Where-1733045 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Prepositions-Spatial-Concepts-Positional-
Words-game-and-flash-cards-1140189 
 
THE LESSON 
  
Before: The students will have participated in a mini-unit of Goldilocks and the three bears. 
Students will have learned about sorting attributes, weighing and measuring to help equally 
distribute and group. Students will also be familiar with the positional words and the location of 
the charts and words in the pocket chart.  

● Activate prior knowledge - Students will hear a story about Goldilocks and discuss why 
they think Goldilocks decided to go into the Three Bears house.  

● Be sure the problem is understood - The students will then discuss ways that they 
could help Goldilocks and enrich her life - because perhaps she does not have food or a 
bed. Today you are going to help Goldilocks’ by building a bed for her. 

● Establish clear expectations - You will have the opportunity to use resources within 
the classroom to build a bed for Goldilocks. You will need to ask for the materials or get 
them independently - we will not be suggesting any materials for you to build with. 
During building time, you will need to work with your partner and share participation. 
Students will need to capture their building process with their iPads.  

  
During: Today students will be constructing beds for Goldilocks. Students will be working with 
partners to construct a bed that Goldilocks can sleep in. Students will have prior understanding 
of weighted characters, Papa Bear, Mama Bear, Baby Bear and Goldilocks.  

● Let go: Students will not be given any other instructions. They will have the opportunity 
to ask me for materials in the classroom that they want - if they cannot get them. 
Students must all participate and share in the building process. 

● Listen Actively: When prompting students and asking questions be sure to only 
encourage their ideas and not give them ways to build or what materials to use. Their 
ideas need to be praised and free choice of tools needs to be allowed. 

● Provide Appropriate Support: During the building process, circulate around the room, 
ask any of the following questions:  
○ Are you working with your partner and listening to his/her ideas? 
○ Can you explain step by step how you constructed your bed? 



○ What materials have you and your partner chose to use?  
○ Have you taken pictures with your iPad to capture your building process? 

 
Partner Practice: Once the students are finished constructing their bed they will practice with 
each other explaining how they build their bed using positional words – students may practice 
positional words with Goldilocks and their positional word chart. Example: “Place Goldilocks 
beside the bed.” The pair of students will continue this activity going through all the positional 
words and taking turns. 

● Provide worthwhile extensions: With your partner use goldilocks or one of the three 
bears to review positional word cards or positional word chart. Example: Place 
Goldilocks beside the bed. 

  
 After: Once all student groups have completed their construction we will test out each bed. 
Before the actual testing of the bed, students will explain their process of building Goldilocks 
bed. Students will use positional words to describe how they built their bed as they share the 
pictures of their building process. Students will then take the weighted Goldilocks to test their 
bed.  
 

● Promote a mathematical community of learners: The teacher should ask students 
that had a bed that held Goldilocks up, “Why did you chose the materials that you did? 
The teacher should allow the students to share their process and allow other students to 
ask questions.  

● Listen actively without evaluation: While students are sharing their ideas, ask 
questions that promote more thinking – “Why did you decide to use the linking cubes? 
How did it help you to make your bed?” As students’ share what worked and what did 
not, ask questions that lead them to solve their own problems - do not solve it for them – 
“What would you do different next time? How do you think that could help you?” 

● Make connections: The following questions can be asked: 
 “What did you notice about the way other students made their beds for 
Goldilocks?” 
 “Did you notice ways that you would try next time?” 
 “Can you use the positional words chart to tell how you built your bed?”  

● Summarize main ideas: Discuss what we have learned about building and using our 
classroom materials to make a bed. Talk about Goldilocks and her weight and size 
reviewing the importance for our beds to support her.  Review the different positional 
words and practice with the students saying a word and having the students move their 
manipulative to show their understanding of the positional word. 

  
  
ASSESSMENT 

  
Observe: Students will have opportunity to use many materials in the classroom. I will be 
watching to ensure both students are engaged and sharing their ideas appropriately. I will also 
encourage the conversation of how they are building to encourage the process thinking and why 
they are choosing the materials, they have chosen. A list of the positional words will be on a 
chart in the classroom and students will be encouraged to use these keywords as they are 
working. I will be listening for the use of these words and prompting students to explain with 



these words in mind. Students will be encouraged to discuss their thinking aloud and their 
understanding of heavier/lighter, longer/shorter as they build their bed for Goldilocks. 
  
Ask: What made you choose those items? What are your steps? What can you do to see if it 
will hold up? How would you have to make Papa Bear, Mama Bear or Baby Bears’ bed different 
to support them?  
  
  
Alternative Option for this lesson:  Instead of giving all students free reign to the classroom 
materials. I will make a bag for every two students. Inside the bag, there will be different 
supplies and they will use these supplies to construct Goldilocks’s bed. After some discussion 
and working time, I will allow students to choose two items from the room to assist their 
construction. Using this alternative option will help vary the construction of the beds. Students 
will still be required to explain their construction process using the positional words to describe 
their steps. If this is the option that is selected - then questions at the end of the lesson should 
include… 

● What materials did you receive in your bag that made it easier/more difficult to build your 
bed?  

● Why did you choose the additional two materials that you did? Encourage the students 
to answer using their math words and understanding of weight and length.  

● If we were to do this again what materials would you choose and why? 
  
  
 


